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Well, m y  la s t r ide  w as on “ole 40V” F e b ru a ry  20 — for PA I 

DC-3’s. I t  w as qu ite  a  “sen tim en ta l jo u rn e y ” for all of u s  aboard.
Also, I  w as  am ong  those w ho received th e ir  Service P in s  a t 

th e  luncheon  given  by  Mr. D avis fo r  out-of-town-employees. Mine 
w as for f ifteen  y ea rs  — my, don’t  tim e fly!!!

I w ou ld  like to  apologize for th e  e r ro r  m ade by som eone w ho 
failed to  p r in t  w h a t I h ad  w ri t te n  abou t th e  s ta tion  personne l on 
th a t  f irs t  day  of opera tion  on F e b ru a ry  20, 1948. (CVG w as left 
o u t  in  e r ro r  — I had  th e m  on m y  copy). Well, anyw ay, a t  CVG 
th e re  w ere  T om  Cowen, S ta tion  M anager; P e te  Jones, E d  Best 
and  E d  L askow ski, A gents. T h a t  w as th e  to ta l s ta tion  com ple­
m e n t and  it  is n o te w o rth y  to  s ta te  th a t  all these  fellows a re  still 
w ith  us. Now, boys, am  I forgiven?

You m igh t be in te re s te d  in  k now ing  w e w ill m ove th e  en tire  
L aw rence  W elk  B and  on th e  second section  of F lig h ts  43 and  501, 
BAL-CLT, on A pril 1.

Well, w e’ve go t an o th er  ro u n d  of s te ak  d in n e rs  s ta rted , so 
take  it  easy  — you  have severa l m o n th s  to  have  them . I t  w ould 
seem  to m e th a t  late sp r in g  or ea rly  su m m er w ould  be a good 
tim e to  se t th e m  up, b u t anyw ay, w ill t r y  to  m ake  as m any  as 
possible. Sorry  I d idn ’t  ge t to CVG’s on M arch 9 — h ea r  th e y  h ad  
a good time.

MUGW UM P—A m a n  s it t in g  on a po litical fence w ith  
his m ug  on one side and  h is  w u m p  on th e  other.

MONOLOGUE—A n a rg u m e n t be tw een  a  m a n  and  his 
wife.

SEC R E T —S om eth ing  a w om an  th in k s  is too  good to 
keep.

A T A  Surveys Travel Preference
T he A ir T ra n sp o r t  Associa­

t io n ’s T ravel R esearch  Com m it­
tee recen tly  announced  th e  re ­
su lts  of a su rvey  ta k en  last A ug­
u s t  and  S ep tem ber of 1200 “auto  
tra v e le rs ” to F lorida.

I t  w as th e  second F lo rida  su r ­
v ey  in  a series of research  ef­
fo rts  conducted by  th e  a irl in es’ 
p ro g ra m  to te s t and  b roaden  the  
a ir  trav e l m arke t.

T he  su rv ey  revealed  th e  fol­
low ing a ttitudes  of th e  1200 auto 
tra v e le rs  tow ard  a ir  travel:

They favor air travel: 48 per 
cen t said  th e y  “strong ly  favored” 
and  22 p er  cen t said th e y  “m od­
e ra te ly  favo red” a ir  trave l. “No 
p a r t ic u la r  feeling” w as voiced by 
23 p e r  cent, w hile  five p e r  cen t 
“did n o t fav o r” and  tw o p er  cen t 
“s tro n g ly  disfavored.”

T hey believe air travel is safe: 
46 p e r  cen t said th a t  “plane 
t ra v e l  is sa fe r  th a n  au to  t ra v e l” 
and  46 p er  cen t said  it is “about 
as safe.” Seven p er  cen t felt th a t  
p lane  trav e l w as less safe th a n  
auto.

Most of them have flown: 65 
p e r  cen t said  th e y  h ad  flow n be ­
fore.

Air travel first choice after 
auto: a lthough  88 p e r  cen t said 
th e y  did n o t consider any  o ther 
m e an s  of trav e l to  F lorida, a ir  
w as  m en tioned  five t i m e s  as

often  as tra in , and  te n  tim es as 
often  as bus by  th e  12 p er  cen t 
w ho did consider o ther  m eans.

Agent’s
IQ

Comer
by Tom Cowen and Bob Reed  

Question—A n Issue W ire  is r e ­
ceived from  an o th er  c a r r ie r  and  
in  a d d i t i o n  to advising  th e  
am o u n t collected, i t  s ta tes  to  
issue $50 to  th e  passenger for 
expenses. H ow  is th is  accom ­
plished?

Question—A custom er in  ILM  
has a sh ip m en t consisting  of 
seven pieces a t  165 pounds w hich  
he w an ts  sh ipped  as a ir  fre ig h t 
to  a consignee in  CVG. F o u r  of 
th e  ca rtons con tain  live trop ical 
fish  and  w eigh  a to ta l of 90 
pounds. T he  o th e r  th re e  ca rtons 
con ta in  aq u a r iu m s and  w eigh  a 
to ta l of 75 pounds. T he custom er 
is c h a r g e d  $14.70 for th e  air 
f re igh t tran sp o rta tio n . H ow  is 
th is  com puted?
(A nsw ers  on  page six.)
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This m on th  “Open F o ru m ” v is its  H ickory  to ta lk  w ith  som e of 
th e  s ta ff  m em bers  there . In  v iew  of th e  rec en t ce leb ra tion  of 
P ied m o n t’s 15th an n iv ersa ry , th e  question  asked  was:

“W hat do you think is  the m ost im portant m ilestone
Piedm ont has ever passed?”

W. R. Isenberg, Station Manager
“In  m a n y  w ays I feel th e  pu rchase  of th e  

F-27’s is th e  n u m b e r  one m ilestone. I th in k  it 
gave everybody in  th e  com pany  a g rea t deal of 
pride. All of u s  w ho w ere  w o rk in g  th e n  rem e m ­
b er th e  f irs t  F-27 p rov ing  ru n . E v ery o n e  w as 
t ry in g  to  w o rk  th e  w e igh t and  balance forms, 
w ith  no one know ing  w h a t  i t  w as  all about. N ex t 
to th e  F-27 purchase , I th in k  th e  m ost im p o rta n t  
is P iedm on t g e tting  in to  th e  m a jo r  te rm in a ls  
such as W ashington , D. C. W h en  w e  s ta r te d  
se rv ing  th e  la rg e r  te rm in a ls  I th in k  it  w as th e  s ta r t  of P iedm ont 
tu rn in g  from  a sm all local feeder in to  an  im p o rta n t  reg iona l car­
r ie r .”

G. R. Cannon, Chief A gent
“Of course I th in k  th e  f irs t  b ig  s tep  ta k e n  b y  P iedm on t was 

th e  p u rchase  of th e  F-27’s. My reaso n  for th is  is th a t  I ’ve heard  
m a n y  passengers  com m ent on th e  p ressu riza tion , an d  radar, w hich  
w e h a d n ’t  had, and  of course  th e  com fort, w h ich  w e d id n ’t  have 
w ith  th e  DC-3. T h en  of course  I th in k  th e  n ex t b ig  s tep  w as the 
b ig  ro u te  ex tension  w e m ade la s t  sum m er. T h e  M artin  404’s also 
co n trib u ted  a lo t by  th e ir  opera tions over th e  new  routes. T h ey ’re 
th e  th re e  m ost im p o rta n t  even ts  w e ’ve passed, I th ink . You can 
h a rd ly  single ou t one as being  m ore  im p o rta n t  th a n  th e  other, 
since th e y  a re  all in te rd ep e n d en t.” (Ed. no te—C annon w as no t 
p re se n t for a  photograph .)

Fred Classey, A gent
“A ctua lly  I h a v e n ’t  been  w ith  P ied m o n t long 

enough  to  rea lly  com pare  th e  o u ts tan d in g  even ts  
in  its  h is to ry . I have  been  w ith  th e  com pany 
since Ju n e , an d  in  th a t  tim e  I th in k  th e  se rv ­
ice to  A tla n ta  and  th e  o th e r  new  po in ts  has 
been  P ied m o n t’s b iggest m ilestone, n o t  on ly  for 
th e  inc rease  to th e  system , b u t  fo r th e  w o n d er ­
fu l connections w e  now  have  to  F lo rid a  and  
o th e r  po in ts  as w ell.”

R. W. Tucker, Agent
“T he m ost im p o rta n t  m ilestone, I w ould  

th ink , is th e  re-equ ipm ent p ro g ra m  P iedm on t 
h as undergone . In  ta lk in g  w ith  th e  passengers,
I know  th e y  w ere  glad to  ge t a irp lanes th a t  
w ere  p ressu rized  and  air-conditioned. T hen, I 
th in k  th e  ro u te  ex tensions w ere  im portan t,  w ith  
all th e  connections to  m a jo r  cities. So — th e re  
h av e  rea lly  been  tw o g rea t m ilestones in  P ied ­
m o n t’s h is to ry .”

Tom Pennell, A gent
“I h av e  been  w ith  P iedm on t on ly  tw o years  th is  Ju n e , b u t  I 

th in k  th e  ex tension  of th e  rou tes  last su m m er w as th e  g rea tes t 
m ilestone th is  com pany  has  passed .” (Ed. no te—P en n e ll w as no t 
p re se n t for a  photograph .)

DC-3 GOES OUT . . .
(Continued from Page One)

an d  fly  from  th e re  to R oanoke.” 
T he  f l i g h t  proceeded from  

R oanoke to  its o the r  scheduled 
stops a t Greensboro-H igh Point, 
R aleigh-D urham , K inston, a n d  
N ew  Bern, being  m et each tim e 
by  new s m edia rep resen ta tives  
w ho in te rv iew ed  th e  P iedm on t
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personne l aboard  and  took  pic­
tu re s  of th e  a irc ra f t  and  its  pas­
sengers.

Large EW N  Greeting
I t  w as a t  N ew  Bern , w hile  

th e  DC-3 w as being  read ied  to 
o rig ina te  F lig h t 5, th a t  th e  la rg ­
est recep tion  of th e  day  w as 
accorded P iedm ont.

A n u m b e r  of tow nspeople, 
new sm en, and  city  and  coun ty  
officials g ree ted  th e  T h re e ’s a r ­
rival, and  on dep lan ing  th e  pas ­
sengers  and  com pany  personnel 
w ere  inv ited  inside th e  te rm ina l 
bu ild ing  for re fre shm en ts .

T he ce n te r  of th e  re fre sh m e n t 
tab le  w as a large, f la t  cake, dec­
ora ted  w ith  a m odel DC-3 com ­
p le te  w ith  a t in y  stepdoor. I t  
w as s itu a te d  on a ru n w a y  
m arked  o u t in chocolate diag­
onally  across th e  cake, bordered  
b y  th e  w ords, “P iedm ont,” and  
“W ell Done, F a ith fu l  S ervan t.” 
Such close a t ten t io n  h ad  been 
g iven details  th a t  th e  nu m b ers  
“40-V” w ere  w r i t te n  in  chocolate 
on one w ing, th e  n u m b e rs  cor­
respond ing  to  those  on th e  real 
DC-3 w ait in g  ou tside th e  te rm ­
inal.

Before se rv in g  re freshm en ts . 
N ew  B ern  officials held  brief 
cerem onies to  com m em orate  th e  
occasion.

S peaking  on b e h a l f  of the  
Mayor, A lderw om an  and  M ayor 
pro  tem  Mrs. K a th leen  O rringer 
said, “P iedm on t h as  g iven  N ew  
B ern  u n su rp asse d  serv ice . . . 
Today w e w itn ess  th e  re t i re m en t 

(Continued on Page Six)


