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THEY HAD CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

W e boarded  th a t  m illion or m ore in  ’64—le t’s keep  it  alive in 
’65. I w ould  like to take  th is  op p o rtu n ity  to  th a n k  everyone  in 
P iedm on t A irlines for th e  fine  o u ts tand ing  job you  did  la s t  yea r  
and  to w ish  you  all a ve ry  h appy  and  p rosperous N ew  Year.

I know  m an y  of you  have w orked  w ith  th e  old DC-3’s and 
those  of you  w ho  h av e n ’t, no doubt, have h ea rd  w h a t  a g ran d  old 
a irp lane  it w as for P iedm on t and  still is for m a n y  of th e  locals 
today. M organ A viation Books of Dallas, T exas has  pub lished  a 
book called T H E  DOUGLAS DC-3, and  th e y  h av e  g iven m e p erm is ­
sion to re -p rin t an  artic le  from  th is  book w hich  I th in k  w ill be of 
in te re s t  to all of you, en titled  Old No. 18—

“N o rth  C entra l A irlines  passengers  w ho f ind  them selves 
aboard  Ship N um ber  18 are  no t likely  to  notice an y th in g  
special abou t it. T h is  p a r t icu la r  T h re e  looks ju s t  like an y  of 
th e  o the r  10,925 of its  b reed  delivered  by  Douglas A ircraft 
Company. B u t N um ber  18 is d ifferent. As of A ugust 15, 1964, 
th is  sh ip  had  logged 81,535 hou rs  of flying, m ore  tim e in the  
a ir  th a n  any  o th e r  a irp lan e  in  h istory . H ad  it flow n these 
hours  in  one hop, N um ber  18 w ould  have  rem ained  in  th e  a ir  
w ell over n ine  years. I t  has  flow n m ore  th a n  12 m illion miles, 
th e  equ iva len t of 480 tr ip s  a ro u n d  th e  w orld  a t  th e  equator, 
or 25 tr ip s  to th e  m oon and  back.

“N u m b er  18 has  p roduced  m ore th a n  260 m illion  pas- 
senger-m iles for its  ow ners, th e  sam e th in g  as ta k in g  th e  
en tire  popula tion  of Chicago for a th ir ty -m in u te  hop, 21 a t a 
time; or f ly ing everyone in  Dallas to O klahom a City an d  back.

“D uring  its  life, th is  sh ip  is e s tim ated  to  have w o rn  out 
550 m a in  gear tires, 25,000 sp a rk  p lugs and  68 pa irs  of engines. 
I t  has  b u rn ed  close to e igh t m illion gallons of gasoline, enough 
to r u n  y o u r  fam ily  sedan  10,000 m iles a yea r  for 11,007 years. 
N um ber  18 has tax iied  w ell over 100,000 miles.

“I ts  p ilo ts  joke th a t  ‘ev e ry th in g  has changed  b u t  th e  se­
r ia l n u m b e r  and  th e  shadow ,’ b u t  N orth  C entra l f igures  the  
sh ip ’s a irf ram e  is 90 p er  cen t original. Actually, i t ’s a b e t te r  
and  sa fe r  a irc ra f t  today  th a n  w h e n  it  w as built, considering 
th e  im proved  equ ipm en t insta lled  in  i t  now.

“E a s te rn  A ir Lines, th e  orig inal ow ners, logged over 
50,000 ho u rs  on th e  ship  before N o rth  C entra l pu rchased  it  in 
1952.

“I saw  N u m b er  18 th e  o th e r  day a t M inneapolis, s it ting  
deserted  a t th e  gate, aw aiting  its crew  and  passengers. I t ’s 
a t trac tiv e  cabin  now  contains 26 seats  and  a carry-on luggage 
rack. N o rth  C entral has  obviously babied  th e  old-timer as if 
it  w ere  a  DC-8; i t ’s as n ea t as a p in  inside, and  sh ines like a 
new  dim e outside. T he  m a n u fa c tu re r ’s nam ep la te  in the 
cockpit ca rrie s  th e  serial, ‘2144,’ and  th e  date, ‘8-11-39.’

“A few  m in u tes  la te r  i t  tax iied  ou t be tw een  th e  E lec tras  
and  707’s th a t  now  fly  its  old long-haul routes, and  w as aw ay 
on its ea r ly  a f te rnoon  r u n  to W inona, L a Crosse, Madison, 
M ilw aukee and  Chicago.”
If  you  w ou ld  like to  ob ta in  th e  book in w hich  th is  article 

appeared, w ri te  M organ A viation  Books, Box 20754, Dallas, Texas.
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E v ery  F r id a y  for about th ree  
m onths, a young  boy has  stood 
in the  hallw ays a t IN T ’s m ain ­
tenance han g e r  selling Grit, the  
S ou th ’s ru ra l  new spaper, to m e­
chanics d u ring  th e ir  afte rnoon  
break.

One day, sho rtly  before C hrist­
mas, the  boy, Gene Spears, 
w alked over to  J. D. Hoots, 
S uperin tenden t of the  accessory 
shop, and  said, “Guess how 
m uch m oney  I h a v e  now  — 
$25.00!” W hen  Hoots asked h im  
w h a t he  w as going to  do w ith  
all th a t  money, Gene g rinned  
and said, “B uy a bike.”

Hoots th e n  took th e  initiative, 
and, rem em bering  a discarded 
bicycle th a t  h is own son had 
ou tgrow n, th o u g h t th a t  w ith  a 
little  w o rk  th e  b ike could be 
salvaged. I t  s ta r ted  ou t to  be a 
m inor project, b u t th e  idea 
caugh t on fast, and  p re t ty  soon 
alm ost the  whole accessory shop 
w as involved. The m en  bough t 
some new  parts , and  during  
lunch  periods, breaks, and hours 
afte r  work, th ey  rebu ilt  the  old 
fram e in to  a shiny, like-new 
bicycle, com plete w ith  basket 
and  P iedm ont A irline m arkings.

W ith  little  ceremony, the  fin ­
ished p roduct was p resen ted  to 
Gene as a C hristm as present. 
T he delighted tw elve year  old 
had app a ren tly  w on over m ost 
of the  m echanics a long tim e 
ago. Said one, “W hen  th a t  boy 
smiles, the  w hole w orld  lights 
up!”

E veryone involved seemed 
pleased w ith  th e  gesture, es­
pecially Gene, w ho is now  faced 
w ith  the  problem  of w h a t  to do 
w ith  all th a t  money.
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THE PIEDMONT 
POSTMAN

D ear Sir;
I w ould  like to ta k e  th is  op­

p o r tu n ity  to th a n k  you  and  y o u r  
people for th e  nice luggage 
w hich  you  so k ind ly  gave me. I 
w as indeed  fo rtu n a te  to  be the  
m illion th  passenger on th e  P ied ­
mont.

T he P iedm on t is doing a w on ­
derfu l job th ro u g h  th is  a rea  and  
I cong ra tu la te  you  and  y o u r  
co-w orkers in  bu ild ing  such a 
v e ry  fine operation.

I w as v e ry  honored  in  being 
able to  board  at th e  app rop ria te  
tim e to be selected as th e  one 
m illionth  passenger.

T h an k s  again, and  w ith  best 
w ishes for a successful opera-

(Continued on Page Six)

GoHxyiati
15 YEAR PIN

F ra n k  H arriso n  G rant, Lead  R a­
dio Technician, D ecem ber 1.

R alph  C. W illiam s, F orem an , 
INT, Decem ber 5.

Jam es A lbert H um phreys , Dis­
t r ic t  Sales M anager, ORF, De­
cem ber 12.

Clyde E llio tt  E nnis , M echanic 
Specialist, INT, D ecem ber 14.

P o rte r  Benboe W allace, Sr., Spe­
cialist, INT, D ecem ber 19.

W ade H. Allen, S ta tion  M ana­
ger, ISO, D ecem ber 31.

10 YEAR PIN
K en n e th  E ugene  Stephens, Lead 

Mechanic, ROA, D ecem ber 1.
Jo h n n y  D ayton Jones, F /O , 

DCA, D ecem ber 9.
Jam es W a lk e r  L edbette r, Clean­

er, INT, D ecem ber 16.

5 YEAR PIN
W illiam  H a r ry  Cain, M echanic 

Specialist, INT, Decem ber 7.
Charlie E d w ard  Hill, Cleaner, 

INT, Decem ber 8.
Ja m es  H ayes Ford , P rop  Shop, 

INT-FB, D ecem ber 12.
R. L. Gordon, Jr., Mechanic, 

INT, D ecem ber 29.
L. J. H eath , Jr., Agent, ATL, 

Decem ber 31.

Gene Spears smiles as he poses with his new Piedmont Airlines' bicycle, 
a present from the mechanics at INT's accessory shop.

Everybody’s Money
s \

• •  *

Piedmont Stock 

Offers Financial 

Growth and Security

P iedm on t em ployees w ho  w ish  to  engage in a p lanned  inves t­
m e n t p ro g ram  to  help  provide for fu tu re  secu rity  m ig h t do w ell 
to consider th e  pu rchase  of P iedm on t A viation, Inc. comrnon stock 
th ro u g h  a cred it p lan  w ith  th e  P iedm ont A viation  Credit Union. 
P iedm on t stock is accepted  as co llateral for loans from  th e  Credit 
U nion  for u p  to 85% of th e  c u r re n t  m a rk e t  value. All you  need 
to  s ta r t  is a “dow n p ay m en t” equal to 15% of th e  pu rchase  cost 
of th e  stock p lus th e  p repa id  in te re s t  on th e  loan and  th e  b ro k e r ’s 
com mission, if you  b u y  th e  stock from  a b roker.

F o r  exam ple, suppose you  w ish  to  pu rchase  100 shares  of 
stock a t  $6.00 p er  share . You w ill need approx im ate ly  $615.00 
inc lud ing  th e  b ro k e r ’s com mission. If  you  bo rrow  th e  m ax im um  
available, by u s in g  th e  stock as co llateral for a period  of one year, 
th e  Credit U n ion  w ill loan $510.00 (85% of th e  stock value) less 
in te re s t  d iscounted  a t 5% %, for a n e t am oun t of $481.95. This 
m eans you  need  on ly  $133.05 f rom  elsew here. Your m o n th ly  loan 
paym en ts  w ould  be $42.50, payable  th ro u g h  payro ll deductions.

W h a t  is th e  cost?—$28.05 (for in teres t)  o th e r  th a n  th e  in v e s t­
m en t va lue  of $615.00.

W h a t are th e  gains? F ir s t  of all, you  m ay  w ell receive some 
div idends f rom  th e  Company. T here  is no assu rance of this, b u t  
in  th e  even t 10^ p er  sh a re  w ere  paid  sem i-annually  for example, 
you  w ould  receive $20.00 p er  year. Secondly, th e  in te re s t  you  pay  
is a deduction  for federa l and  s ta te  incom e taxes, th e re b y  sav ing  
you  app rox im ate ly  $6.50 in  taxes. In  addition, the  Credit U nion 
provides in su rance  for p ay m en t of y o u r  loan in  case of death, 
w hich  is th e  sam e as prov id ing  you  an  average of $255.00 life 
insurance. T his is w o rth  approx im ate ly  $2.50 a t c u r re n t  in su rance  
rates. All div idends up  to $100.00 p er  y ea r  are  exem pt from  fed ­
era l tax, therefore , th e  above item s are  all n e t gains. A nd th e re  
m ay  be more.

P iedm on t stock has  increased  in  m a rk e t  value from  $1.00 per 
sh a re  to  abou t $6.00 p e r  sh a re  du r in g  th e  pas t 15 years. A n  in ­
v es tm e n t of $100.00 in  1949 w ould  have a m a rk e t  value of app rox i­
m ate ly  $666.00 now, inc lud ing  stock dividends.

No one can assu re  w h a t  m ay  hap p en  in  the  fu tu re , b u t  the  
c u r re n t  p rospec t for fu tu re  gains in  m a rk e t  value ce r ta in ly  ap ­
p ears  prom ising. A ny  such gains w ould  be to  y o u r  cred it as a 
stockholder. \

T here  is an o th er  benefit w h ich  is certa in ly  w o rth y  of con­
sideration. As a stockholder, you  w ill ow n a p a r t  of y o u r  Com­
pany  and  can take  g rea te r  p ride and  in te re s t  in being  a p a r t  of 
th e  Com pany and  in  its w elfare.

In te res ted?  T h en  h ere  are  the  s teps to  follow in  ge tting  
sta rted .

1. Contact a reliable stock b ro k e r  (or p resen t s tockholder) 
to  a rran g e  for th e  pu rchase  of stock and  agree up o n  a 
price.

2. S ubm it y o u r  application  for th e  req u ired  loan to  the  
Credit Union, along w ith  a stock assignm ent form.

3. W h en  y o u r  loan application  is approved  and  you receive 
yo u r  m oney, pay  for th e  stock and  secure y o u r  cer­
tificates.

4. F o rw a rd  y o u r  stock certif ica tes to  th e  Credit U nion  to 
be held u n ti l  y o u r  loan is repaid. In  th e  even t you  fail 
to rep ay  y o u r  loan, th e  Credit U nion will sell y o u r  stock. 
If  it  sells for m ore  th a n  y o u r  loan balance, th e  excess 
w ill be paid  to you.

A fter  you r in itia l loan is repaid, you  m ay use  your stock plus 
an y  additional stock pu rchased  a t a la te r  date  as collateral for 
ano ther  loan to pu rchase  th e  additional stock. T hus  y o u r  in v es t­
m e n t m ay  grow  and y o u r  cost of m ak ing  th e  in ves tm en t m ay  be 
v ir tu a lly  nothing.

L oans m ay  also be secured  for periods of m ore  or less th a n  
one year. N ine ty  day loans are  also available a t  6% in terest. F o r  
f u r th e r  in form ation , contac t yo u r  Credit U nion office.


