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Tom Davis re laxes in an o ld  a irp lane  chair  in the m id d le  hangar.  W i th  him are, le f t  to  r igh t)  (un iden ti f ied ) ,  

Joe Cu lle r,  T. A. A p p le ,  and M a ry  Jane Ferguson. Date: c. 1940. Joe Cu l le r ,  a fo rm e r  P ie dm ont emp loyee , 

is n ow  a p i lo t  to r  Kr ispy-Kreme D oug h nu t  Co.

Mechanics w o rk  in the eng ine  overhaul shop a round  1943-44. The 
cy l inders  in the backg ro un d  are from  Lycoming engines out o f  St inson 
a ircra ft .  In the fo re g ro u n d  is a Lycoming cy l in d e r  f ro m  a P iper J-3. 

Left  to  r igh t  a round  the ro om are Red W i l la rd ,  O the l  W a g n e r ,  C l i f f  

Rowe, Bill Swaim, Jason Rowe, and Mr.  W hee le r .

The W a c o  UP F-7 was used in the 
CPT p rogram  and fo r  acrobatic  in 
struct ion. The b ip lan e  accom mo

dated  o n ly  the p i lo t  and his stu

dent.
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This was the opera t ions b u i ld in g  fo r  the Civil  Pilo t Tra in in g  (CPT) and 
W a r  Tra in in g  School (WTS) programs. Employees bu i l t  the cupo la  on 

to p  fo r  use as a contro l tower.
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This was one o f  the f irst DC-3's purchased by  P iedmont fo r  the a ir line. 
Tom Davis and 5. P. G i l le y  went to  Boston to p ick up one DC-3. W h e n  
they  a rr ived ,  they  dec ided  to  b r ing  tw o  back. Each soloed a DC-3.

This P iper J-4 coupe  was d isp layed  
in f ro n t  o f  P iedmont's hangar in 

1941. No t ice  the w ind  d r iven  g en e 

rator.
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Fred Bahnson, a one-t im e f l ig h t  instructo r fo r  Piedmont,  wears one o f 

the f irst co m p an y  caps. Bahnson also f le w  re g u la r ly  fo r  pleasure . Bahn

son is now  a m em ber o f  the N o rth  C a ro lina  Legis la ture and a p ro m in en t  

INT industria lis t .
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Early instructors Bill Taylor,  Frank Pierce, A l to n  M cC u l lou gh ,  and G le nn

H e nd r ix  stand beside a Stinson Reliant in 1942. Bill Tay lo r and G le nn

T. H. Davis (fa r le ft)  and “ P op"  O lson (fa r r igh t)  jo in  tw o  f r ie nds  in f ro n t  o f  O lson's  Stinson Reliant. The H e nd r ix  are still w i th  the com pany, Tay lo r as a d ispatcher, H e nd r ix  as

“ Re liant"  was a p op u la r  a irp lane  in the ear ly  days o f  the company. a Capta in .


