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PIEDMONT PRESS NOTES
A SH EVILLE — R ep o rte r  Jerrie Cox: The m ass 

exodus of ap p rox im ate ly  400 cam pers  has le ft AVL at 
a peaceful rest. No m ore vipers, canoe paddles, foot 
lockers o r ten n is  rack e ts  u n ti l  n ex t sum m er. Official 
m orale  is exceptionally  high, especially  since w e ’re 
now  eligible fo r  a s teak  d inner, ou r  first! A m ong the  
d ign ita r ies  w e w elcom ed th is  m onth  w ere  T. H. Davis, 
C. G. Brown and  Tom Cowen. V acations are  still in 
progress. Julius Dean and  h is  w ife sp e n t a few  days 
in  Orlando. Merrill Oxley and fam ily  enjoyed  being  a t 
MBC. W e w elcom e Bob Alexander w ho jo ined our 
gang  May 25.

AVL's departing camper-passengers await their flight while 
sitting on the ground surrounded by  months of carefully 
collected souvenirs.

BALTIMORE — R e p o rte r  Howtird W. L ew is Jr.: 
E veryone  w as su rp rised  w h en  w e saw  in  th e  la s t 
issue of th e  P iedm on ito r  th a t  George Scherer had  
been prom oted  to lead agent, even  th e  M anager. Lots 
of luck, George, and  cong ra tu la tions to  you  f rom  all 
of us here . I hope George has b e t te r  luck  a t th is  job 
th a n  he  did sailing  a boat. I t  seem s one of G eorge’s 
f riends inv ited  h im  out on his 15-foot sail boat one 
S a tu rd ay  for a r ide  a ro u n d  the  bay. M other N a tu re  
called an d  George and  h is  com panion w ere  th ro w n  
overboard . Luckily  George w as able to  g rab  hold  the  
side of th e  boat (George can ’t  sw im ). F inally , tw o 
friend ly  boats cam e to th e  rescue and  tu rn e d  the  boat 
r ig h t  side up, to G eorge’s relief. George got hom e 
safe, b u t  W E T . Seasick Sam  had  a 15-foot rope ty ing  
h is  22-foot c ra ft  to  th e  pier. N ot long ago th e  rope 
b roke  an d  th e  boat sank. Sam  had  th e  boat tied  up  so 
th a t  w h en  he w e n t o u t he could pu ll h im self back in 
every tim e the  boat got too m uch w a te r  in  th e  bottom. 
T his tim e he  d idn ’t  p u ll fast enough  and  dow n she 
w en t. I t  w as a good excuse for Sam  to  b u y  th e  new  
25-foot T ro jan  boat he w anted . So now  he has it and  
i t  is a  beauty . H e doesn’t  need  a 15-foot rope to  tie 
th is  one. A bout 50 fee t of rope should do because it 
doesn’t  leak  so bad ly  and  th e re ’s m ore tim e to pull it  
back  to  th e  pier. All k idd ing  aside, Sam  has a  lovely 
b oat th a t  goes fas t enough to pull a skier, b u t  w ho 
w an ts  to  sk i beh ind  it w ith  Seasick Sam  a t th e  wheel?

CHARLOTTE — R ep o rte r  Louise Ramsey: W e 
have  h ad  several v isito rs th is  pas t m onth , R. E. Tur- 
biville, P. P. Jones and  Tom Cowan. W e w ere  g lad  to 
see y ’all. H u r r y  back. V acation th is  m on th  w as en 
joyed by  Boyd Rutledge. H e and  his fam ily  w e n t to 
Ocean D rive w h ere  th e y  suffered  th ro u g h  th e  tornado. 
Boyd said it w asn ’t too bad, b u t  enough so th a t  he 
hoped n o t to  experience an o th er  one so closely. Louise 
R am sey and  h e r  d au g h te r  sp en t vacation tim e in 
Jam acia , B W I and  th e y  th in k  it is the  n e x t  th in g  to 
paradise. Penny Combs d idn’t  need to go outside 
M ecklenburg  C ounty  for h e r  vacation. She has  a riice 
co ttage on th e  r iv e r  th a t  is all one could ask  for. She 
has becom e so p ro fic ien t a t sk iing  th a t  anyone is 
challenged  to  a race. Johm iy and  M ary NeweU have 
been  to  F lo rida  and  to  W ashington , on d iffe ren t trips. 
Jo h n n y  said  th e  beach a t M iami w as ooolala. W e 
m issed th e  s teak  d in n e r  again, b u t  n ev e r  say  die! W e’ll 
keep t ry in g  and  w h e n  w e do w in, th e re  will rea lly  
be a celebration.

CHARLESTON — R ep o rte r  Ruth Shumate: CRW 
is still going g rea t w ith  our board ings and  continues 
to  be big n u m b e r  tw o  ca r r ie r  for th e  a ir  lines serv ing  
ole C harley  W est. To im prove o u r  efficiency, a r e 
m odeling is ta k in g  place in  o u r  rese rva tions  office. A 
new  rese rv a tio n  tab le  has  been insta lled  by ca rp en te rs  
Bob H ill, Mac McCormick, John Blackw ell and Daris 
Moore. N ew  te lephone equ ipm en t is th e  n ex t step. A 
few  m on ths  ago w h e n  one of o u r  te lephone headse ts 
“becam e ill,” a C&P specia list in fo rm ed  Mr. H ill th a t  
th e  poor old th in g  w as too old to  m ake  rep a irs  and 
h ad  becom e out-dated over th e  years. T h u s  a new  pro 
g ram  has been  p lanned  and  everyone  is excited  about 
th e  fu tu re  a tm osphe re  of ou r second home. Bill H an
son, politic ian  f rom  P u tn a m  County, has re tu rn e d  
from  th e  S tate  C onvention in  B eckley  w ith  m an y  ta les 
and  still a  s tau n ch  p a r ty  leader. CRW  area  h as  a 
coun ty  m a jo re tte  festival each fall, w ith  lots of p re tty  
legs. T his y ea r  th e  gals of E a s tb a n k  H igh  School will 
be d ressed  as P iedm on t stew ardesses, sk ir ts  slightly  
shorter , and  c a r ry in g  P iedm on t fligh t bags. W ith  
school s ta r t in g  an d  football season ju s t  beginning, 
w e have  m an y  th o u g h ts  of th e  past. I, fo r  one, will 
have  a  lu m p  in  m y  th ro a t  as m y  son, E a r le  H aven, 
w ill be  s ta r t in g  th e  f irs t  grade. So will Jim Birthisel, 
w hose d au g h te r  is a beg inner. T im e rea lly  passes 
u s  by!

FAYETTEVILLE — R e p o rte r  Robert Beard: T he 
la s t issue of th e  P IED M O N ITO R  had  several m en tions 
of s ta tions  se ttin g  passenger board ing  records. Ole 
FAY  has been  busy  too. Ju n e  board ings w ere  4120 and 
w e broke th a t  in  J u ly  w ith  4244 and  i t  looks as though  
A ugust has  topped  tha t.  T he  h ig h e s t board ings fo r  a 
single day  w ere  218. By the  tim e th is  is p r in te d  FAY 
shou ld  have  o u r  In s tru m e n t  L and ing  S ystem  com 
m issioned. T h is  w ill defin ite ly  be a b ig  help  in  getting  
these  ea rly  f ligh ts in  on foggy m ornngs. W e h ad  a 
m a n  w a lk  u p  to  th e  coun ter  th e  o th e r  n ig h t off f ligh t 
68 and  advise he ju s t  w e n t to  te lephone som e re la tives  
he w as com ing to visit, and  found  th a t  he w as in 
F ayettev ille , N. C. r a th e r  th a n  F ayettev ille , Ark., 
w h ich  w as h is  destination . H e o rig ina ted  in  F reepo rt,  
G rand  Baham as. A fter  a  n ig h t in  a m otel w e got h im  
on his w ay  to  FYV. Several m on ths  ago w e h ad  the  
sam e th in g  hap p en  b u t  th is  w as to a w om an  and  tw o 
sm all ch ild ren  w ho had  been trav e lin g  all n ight. T hey  
had  o rig ina ted  in  San Ju an , P. R. T hese little  deals 
ce rta in ly  can  get in teresting . FAY w ould  like to 
w elcom e new  Res. A gen t Prances Shackelford and  also 
welcom e back  Shelby Webb w ho has been  on m a
te rn i ty  leave. R ecen t vaca tioners  include Bill Wooten, 
Robert Jackson, Carl Bowden and  Horace Bryant, w ho 
all s tayed  a ro u n d  hom e. I took a little  t r ip  dow n to 
NAS. B ill Thompson an d  Robert Nunnery a re  bo th  
p roud  fa th e rs  of li ttle  girls.

HOT SPRINGS — R ep o rte r  F. C. Quesenberry: 
■S ince th e  la s t w ord  from  th is  sta tion , our  noble r e 
po rte r , W ill Radford, becam e even m ore noble and  
su r re n d e red  h is  services in to  the  aw aiting  a rm s  of 
U ncle Sam. Alas, th e  ta sk  of rep o r tin g  fo r  H SP  fell 
upon  m y shoulders . W ill w as replaced b y  Harry Gilpin, 
w ho tra n s fe rre d  to  th e  h igh  co u n try  f rom  P H F . W e 
also lost Larry Balser to  th e  sands of F lorida. L a r ry  
felt th a t  h is  frost-b itten  hands, w h ich  he received here  
d u r in g  th e  w in te r  w hile  a t tem p tin g  to dig h is  jeep 
ou t of a snow drift, w ou ld  fare  m uch  b e t te r  in  a w a rm 
er  clim ate. H e  is now  w ith  N ational A irlines in 
Orlando. H is v acan t space w as filled by  a local boy, 
Sharn Perry. S harn  resides in Covington w ith  his 
wife, E lla  and  son, S teven. Before com ing w ith  P ied 
m o n t h e  w as a disk jockey  w ith  a local rad io  station; 
if h is  conversations o ver  the  long line seem  a b it 
leng th y  and  h a rd  to  follow y o u ’ll k now  w hy. Bob 
W augh has  w on a tr ip  w ith  AA and w ill be leaving 
soon on a n  expense-paid to u r  of th e  W est Coast. 
A lthough  L yle Cox is loa the  to  adm it it, he d rew  Bob’s 
nam e from  th e  hat. E v e n  though  you  h a v e n ’t  hea rd  
m uch  abou t H SP  board ings in  A ugust, ju s t  w a tc h  our 
sm oke in  Septem ber. W e expect i t  to be our bes t 
m o n th  yet.

MYRTLE BEACH — R e p o rte r  Frank Woodruff: 
W e have been alm ost too bu sy  th is  su m m er to have 
an y  e x tra  new s except passenger boardings. W e are 
g e tting  close to se ttin g  a n o th e r  m o n th ly  record  in  
A ugust. Our traffic  w ill s ta r t  s low ing dow n soon w ith  
everyone going hom e to g e t th e  kids in  school. W e’re 
su re  so rry  to  see Mike Bullard go b u t guess he will 
have  to  ge t back  to SOP to keep Ezra Cook com pany 
th is  w in ter.

RALEIGH-DURHAM — R e p o rte r  J. P. Wheeler: 
M anager Bob Turbiville took  a w eek ’s vaca tion  and 
re tu rn e d  to w o rk  sp o r tin g  a  new  V olkswagon. H e 
jo ins Jim Richardson and  Hal Carter in  th e  new  car 
category. B oth ow n M ustangs. Gene Shaw w e n t to  
N assau  on  v aca tion  an d  th e  J. P. W heelers sp en t a 
w eek  a t MBC. M eanw hile, back  a t th e  s ta tion  th e  
new s cam e o u t th a t  RDU h ad  w on  its f irs t  s teak  
d inner u n d e r  th e  p re se n t incen tive  program . E v e ry 
one is lookng fo rw ard  to  th e  b ig  event. W h en  all th e  
figures a re  tab u la ted  for A ugust, w e have hopes of 
ge tting  an  all-time m o n th ly  h igh  in  passenger bo ard 
ings a t RDU. T he p rev ious h igh  w as 2553 se t in  1962 
w h en  E A L  w as on strike.

WINSTON-SALEM — F ro m  th e  ed ito r’s desk; 
T h is  is m y  f irs t  ed ition  of y o u r  p ap e r  and  I ’ve a lready  
s ta r te d  th in k in g  abou t th e  O ctober issue. I w ro te  th e  
co rresponden ts  th is  w eek  and  I ’d  like to  te ll you  all 
how  excited  I am  abou t ed iting  y o u r  publications. I t  
is a b ig  job  and  I ’m  going to  need  a lo t of he lp  from  
YOU! T here  is no w a y  I can be ev e ry w h ere  all the  
tim e to  f ind  o u t all th e  th in g s  you  are  doing, so 
I ’m  depending  on you  to  keep  m e posted, okay?

A nytim e any  of you have an  idea abou t som eth ing  
yo u ’d like to  see in  y o u r  paper, please le t m e know . 
I ’d love to h ea r  from  you.

I have  a n  idea th a t  m aybe som e of you  readers  
like to  w ri te  too. P e rh ap s  you  w rite  p o e try  w hile  w a it 
ing  fo r  th a t  la s t fligh t to  com e in  o r m aybe th e re ’s a 
sh o r t s to ry  som ew here  in th e  back  of y o u r  m ind. If  
y o u  like to  w rite , or if you  know  some of P iedm on t’s 
o th e r  em ployees w ho  do, I ce rta in ly  w ould  like to  
see th e  k ind  of th in g s  you  w rite . I th in k  it w ou ld  be 
fu n  to  see some of y o u r  c reative  ta le n t  com e o u t on 
these  P IED M O N ITO R  pages. E v e n  if you, o r anyone 
in te re s te d  in  th is  so r t of th ing , don’t  w a n t to  sign 
y o u r  w ork, th a t ’s okay. B u t seeing  y o u r  nam e on  a 
by-line in  p r in t  is an  unden iab le  thrill.

I ’ll be looking fo rw ard  to  m eeting  you  all face to  
face r a th e r  th a n  be tw een  lines of type. Do let m e h ea r  
f rom  you  abou t an y  ideas you  m a y  have  fo r  y o u r  
paper.

IN T  has been  a busy  place since m y  arrival. Dot 
McCuiston has re tu rn e d  from  h e r  vaca tion  in  E urope . 
Mrs. Lu Holder is d riv in g  w h a t she calls h e r  “007” 
autom obile. I t  is a new  gold C hrysler, b u t  she h a s n ’t  
h ad  th e  m ach ine guns p u t  u n d e r  th e  hood yet. Freda  
Zappia has com e back  from  h e r  vacation  tr ip  in to  the  
w ilds of South  A m erica. She has  p rom ised  u s  a  s to ry  
on th a t  fo r th e  n ex t issue. One of th e  n icest “w elcom e 
aboards” I got a f te r  com ing to  P iedm on t w as a set 
of lovely book ends. Mr. J. F . Rowe in  th e  IN T  E n 
gine Shop p la ted  tw o  m aste r  rods from  a p is ton  en 
g ine and  th e y  look ju s t  g rea t on m y  desk  holding 
up  lots and  lots of P IED M O N ITO R  inform ation.

—bw

Rick Crouch, son of SHD station m anager  Tom Crouch, 
received the  Eagle Scout award in August. During his 

, years of scouting he has ea rned  a total of 23 merit badges.


