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How Safe Is Flying?
One of th e  m a jo r  fac to rs  p re ­

v e n t in g  m any  p rospec tive  a ir  
t ra v e le rs  from  m ak ing  th e ir  
f irs t  f ligh t and  subsequen tly  
u s ing  th e  airlines as a convieni- 
e n t  and  f re q u en t m eans of t r a n s ­
p o r ta t io n  is th a t  old bugaboo— 
fear. I t  is easy  to  see w h y  th e  
u n in i tia ted  consider f ly ing  r isk y  
and even d o w n rig h t hazardous. 
T hey  pick  up  th e ir  m orn in g  
pap e rs  and  read  v ia  bold, fro n t 
page head lines th a t  som ew here, 
pe rh ap s  ha lfw ay  across th e  coun ­
try , 68 persons w ere  k illed in 
an  a ir  crash.

T hey  do n o t see any  articles 
a ssu rin g  th em  th a t  193,200 p e r ­
sons rode th ro u g h  th e  a ir  safely 
th a t  day. N or does th e  article  
include how  m any  days, weeks, 
or m on ths  have  passed  w ithou t 
a single a ir  fatality . N or does 
th e  artic le  m en tio n  th e  119 p e r ­
sons w ho  die each day  in  au to ­
m obile accidents.

T h ere  a re  tw o  p rincipal r e a ­
sons for fea r  of flying. One is 
aw e of th e  new  or unknow n. 
And, m uch  as a irp lanes have 
becom e a w ay  of life to  those 
in  th e  a irline  business, a i r  t r a v ­
el is still an  in fan t to  m any. I t 
still happens th a t  w h en  one 
says he  is going  to  fly, friends 
seem  to  th in k  h e ’s em bark ing  
on a d a ring  adven tu re . I t  is also 
t ru e  th a t  80 p er  cen t of the  
A m erican  people have y e t to 
se t foot on an  airp lane.

T he  o th e r  m a jo r  fea r  fac to r 
is publicity . S im ply  because 
“good new s is no  new s”, th e  only 
aspect of a ir  trav e l w hich  re ­

ceives headline coverage is the  
m acab re  scene of th e  fata l air 
crash.

I t  is up  to  th e  people in the 
a irline  in d u s try  to  change th e  
p ic tu re  of a ir  trav e l  from  one 
of danger to  one of understood  
safety , f irs t  by  abolish ing th e ir  
ow n fears  and th e n  b y  le tting  
th e ir  confidence in th e  every ­
day  occurrence of a ir  trav e l 
p en e tra te  to  o thers. T he best 
w ay  to  overcom e fear is to  in ­
crease u nders tand ing . '

A h a rd  look a t  th e  facts r e ­
veals th a t  f ly ing  is sa fer th a n  
clim bing a ladder, r id ing  in  an  
autom obile, ow ning  firearm s, 
h av ing  poison in  th e  house, or 
p artic ipa ting  in  a w a te r  sport. 
These are  statistics. T hey  are  
good enough for the  in su rance  
com panies, w ho have reduced  in ­
su rance ra te s  by  one half  since 
th e  beg inn ing  of a ir  travel. 
W here  else b u t an a irline  coun t­
er could you  pu rchase  $10,000 
w orth  of life in su rance  for only 
25 c e n t s ?  C onsidering the  
am oun t of tim e pilots and  s tew ­
ardesses spend in th e  a ir  (m in i­
m u m  average is about 80 hours  
a m onth ), one w ould  th in k  th a t  
th e ir  in su rance  rates, if  th e  
A m erican  pub lic’s fe a r  is ju s t i ­
fied, w ould be ex trem e ly  high. 
N ot so. T hese f ly ing  p rofession ­
als p ay  exactly  th e  sam e in su r ­
ance ra te s  as th e  co rn e r  grocer, 
th e  barber, or th e  law yer w ho  
lives n ex t door. In su ra n ce  com ­
panies, as everyone  know s, do 
not, cannot, afford  to m ake  in ­
accurate, o r even len ien t guess-

INT'ers, Join Pecos Pete,
Old Rebel For Local T.V. Show

IN T ers  rec en tly  enjoyed  a v isit 
f rom  area  te lev ision  persona li­
ties. The Old R ebel and  Pecos 
P ete  of G reensboro  m osied  over 
to th e  Sm ith  R eynolds A irpo rt 
to  shoot som e p ic tu res  and  ro u n d  
u p  a s to ry  on P iedm on t A ir ­
lines.

T he Old Rebel, w ho is George 
P e r ry  off screen, an d  J im  T u ck ­
er, b e t te r  k n o w n  to  th e  k ids as 
Pecos Pete, w e re  w o rk in g  on a 
series for th e ir  p rogram , “The 
Magic W orld  of th e  Old Rebel.”

T he obliging hom e office cor­
ra lled  an  F-27, Audrey Black p u t 
on h e r  s tew ardess  duds and the  
pho to g rap h e r  w as read y  to  shoot 
a few  scenes of passengers  b oard ­
ing, in  fligh t an d  unboard ing , 
all in the  h an g e r  lot.

T he passengers  m ak in g  th e ir  
T.V. debuts included  everybody  
from  Turby to Miss liinda Crom­

er, one of ou r clerks. A nd  th e re  
w e re  kids, too; Mrs. James 
(Betty) Fulp b ro u g h t h e r  tw o  
ch ild ren  Je ff  and  S herry . T he 
Old R ebel w as convinced th e y ’d 
had  a good tim e. W h e n  B etty  
w as read y  to take  th em  back 
to  school th e y  w ere  qu ite  defin ­
ite abou t n o t w an tin g  to  leave.

Fo llow ing  th e  fake f ligh t on 
the  F-27, th e  Old R ebel and  Pecos 
P ete  saddled  u p  on  one of our 
Beech p lanes to  g e t som e aeria l 
v iew s of W inston-Salem . Don  
Britt, Bonnie Hauch an d  B etsy  
W instead m et th e m  a t th e  te rm i­
na l for lunch . Local au tog raph  
h u n te r ,  for h e r  ch ild ren  of 
course, E velyn  Fabrizio dropped  
by.

A fte r  th e  “So long p o d n ers” 
w ere  said, T.V. w e n t back  to  its 
s ta tion , W FM Y  in  Greensboro, 
an d  IN T ers  w en t back  to  w ork.
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The camerman from WFMY-TV seems satisfied with Audrey's smile as 
she greets the O ld Rebel and his co-star, Pecos Pete.

es.
The skeptic, how ever, th e  m an  

w ho tru s ts  n e i th e r  sta tis tic s  n o r  
in su rance com pany judgem ent, 
m u s t be convinced by show ing  
him  m ost of his m ajo r  fears  are  
unfounded. A nd w h a t does he 
fear?

He fears that m echanical fail­
ure w ill occur w hile he is in  the 
air. B u t does he know  tha t,  for 
instance, each P iedm on t p lane 
is inspected  several tim es a day 
in  a tu rn  aro u n d  v isua l check? 
A t the  beg inning  of each d ay ’s 
flight, each  plane is g iven  a 
thorough  v isua l sa fe ty  inspec­
tion  w hich  includes, am ong  o th e r  
things, check ing  brakes, oil level, 
and  land ing  gears. E v e ry  200 
hou rs  f ly ing  tim e  w a r ra n ts  a 
th o rough  opera tiona l c h e c k ;  
every  500 hours, a com plete 
overhaul. A nd  ev e ry  15,000 
hours, a P iedm on t p lane is com ­
ple tely  s tr ip p ed  an d  rebuilt.

In  addition, reco rds are  k ep t 
of each fu nction ing  p a r t  of each 
airp lane. A co n s tan t w atch  is 
k ep t of th e  tim e th e  p a r t  has 
been in  use an d  th e  p a r t  is re ­
placed as soon as it  h as  served  
its safe fly ing  time. As a special 
check each m o n th  P iedm ont 
takes  a n  ave rage  of 600-700 
x-rays of such p a r ts  as th e  o u t­

e r  and  cen te r  w ings, th e  fuel 
cell, and  th e  b reastp la te .

H e fears the w ings m ay fall 
off. B ut does he  realize that, 
a lthough  cons truc ted  to  move 
up  to n ine  fee t o u t of position, 
th e  w ings w ill never, even in 
th e  m ost tu rb u le n t  w ea th e r  be 
called upon  to  give m ore th a n  
tw o feet in  e i th e r  d irecton?

He fears that all air crashes 
are fatal—no surv ivors . B u t 
chances of su rv iva l are  inc reas ­
ing  each day. No area  of a ir  
sa fe ty  o th e r  th a n  p re v e n tin g  
mid-air collisions is receiv ing  
m ore  a t ten t io n  th a n  su rv iv in g  
an  e m e r g e n c y . '  Specifically, 
am ong o th e r  m easures , th e  a ir ­
lines a re  g o i n g  to  g rea te r  
leng ths  to  lessen th e  chances of 
fire  a f te r  im pact. T h ey  are  in ­
sta lling  im proved  evacuation  
chutes, b e t te r  m a rk e d  evacua­
tion  exits, and  s tro n g er  seats.

H e fears a mid-air collision. 
Y et th e  last fa ta l collision w as

five y ea rs  ago. Odds aga in s t a ir  
collision are  one in  fou r million. 
Com pare th a t  f igu re  to  th e  odds 
aga inst hav in g  a fa ta l au tom o­
bile collision.

H e fears the incom petence of 
the man fly in g  the plane. I t  
takes as long (abou t 8 years) 
for a pilo t to  qualify  fo r  com ­
m and  of an  a irp lane  as i t  does 
for a doctor to  qualify  for p rac ­
tice. No m a tte r  how  long he 
rem a ins  a pilot, his f ly ing  ability  
and  h is  capab ility  for com m and 
are  te s ted  tw ice a year. H e 
m u s t  also go th ro u g h  re c u rre n t  
tr a in in g  every  tw elve m onths.

As a final point, one m a y  ex ­
pect to  fly  435,468,000 m iles 
aboard  a U. S. scheduled  a ir ­
lin e r  before be ing  fa ta lly  in ­
ju red . This is abou t 25,615 tim es 
a ro u n d  th e  w orld. Or, in o th e r  
w ords, y o u r  chances of safely 
com pleting  an  a irp lane  t r ip  are 
abou t 99.983 p e r  cent.”

Happy Birthdays

Congrats
25 YEAR PIN
Milton F. F are , Vice President- 

F inance, IN T  Aug. 6 
15 YEAR PIN
W illiam  G. Robertson, Jr., Cap­

tain , ILM, Aug. 16 
L aw rence D. W all, Lead Agent, 

EW N , Aug. 16 
F re d  Kozak, Captain, ECA, Aug. 

21
H aro ld  L. W arner, Director- 

F lig h t  Services, INT, Aug. 
28

10 YEAR PIN
Ja n e  C harlene Griffith, Chief 

A gent, CVG, Aug. 1 
B en K ennedy, F ir s t  Officer, 

ILM, Aug. 1 
Ja m es  L. M artin , Chief Agent, 

ATL, Aug. 1 
H ow ard  T. Robbins, M echanic 

Specialist, INT, Aug. 1 
R alph  V an Shipton, F ir s t  Offi­

cer, ILM, Aug. 1 
R obert P au l Gilbert, A gent, 

SDF, Aug. 8 
R alph  W. E vans, U tility  Service­

m an, ROA, Aug. 15 
J im m y  M. Fouts, Lead  Agent, 

DCA, Aug. 16 
K a th e r in e  H. F ishel, Agent, 

DCA, Aug. 17 
Louise C hris tenbury , Secretary , 

INT, Aug. 19 
Iona Mae Carr, A gent, ROA, 

Aug. 20
H elen  Hull, P rod. Control Clerk, 

INT, Aug. 29 
O sw arld Halsey, Dist. Sales Mgr., 

DCA, Aug. 29 
Donald M. Vance, Agent, ROA, 

Aug. 29 
F ra n ce s  D resser, L ea r  A gent, 

LYH, Aug. 30 
5 YEAR PIN
Don Lee Johnson , M echainic 

Specialist, INT, Aug. 1 
W ilham  W. P earm an , Jr., Sta.

A gent, DAN, Aug. 1 
F ay e  E v an s  P lott, Sr. Steno., 

INT-FB, Aug. 1 
Jam es  L a r ry  H ester, J r .  Clerk, 

INT-FB, Aug. 2 
George A. Scherer, Jr., Agent,' 

BAL, Aug. 7_
R obert Lee N unnery , Agent, 

FAY, Aug. 9 
G enevieve F. F inche r, A gent, 

TR I, Aug. 10 
C layton L. Brooks, A gent, INT, 

Aug. 16
G uy N. M owbray, A gent, ROA, 

Aug. 16
B a rb a ra  S. W hitaker , Communi- 

ca tionist, INT, Aug. 16 
Lacey C. W oodcock Jr., F lig h t 

A ttendan t, ILM , Aug. 16

C. K. Carter, F / 0 ,  A TL ................. 1
B. N. Evans, GSB .........................  1
J. K. Gray, IN T   ...........................  1
D. L. Odum, Div. Chief Capt., 

ORF .......................................................  1
T. E. Snow, IN T  ................................1
C. A. Dunn, IN T .................................. 2
J. R. Formby, Jr., ATL ..................  2
J. B. Russell, IN T  ................... 2
Virginia Shackelford, F A Y  ............  2
J. D. Whidden, ORF ..................... 2
D. K. Carlyle, SD F  .......................... 3
S. R. Collins, GSB ................... 3
C. T. Foster, F /O , DC A ..................  3
C. L. Harrell, IN T  .........................  3
J. W. Kinnimon, IN T   ................ 3
Ella M. Lanier, CLT-C ................  3
S. H. Logan, IN T  ..........................  3
W. J. Moriarty, DCA .....................  3
E. J. Thurber, Jr., Capt., A T L  .... 3
Bobby Walls, A T L  ....................... 3
R. C. Abshire, CRW .....................  4
R. W. Lay, A T L  ............................... 4
R. E. McKinney, IN  T ....................  4
T. A. Meredith, DCA .....................  4
K. A. Sallies, F /O , A T L  .............  4
Iona M. Carr, ROA .........................  5
C. E. Moyer, ROA .........................  5
C. F. Wlesener, IN T -F B  ................  5
H. L. Gordon, IN T  .........................  G
D. T. Hyatt, O R F-FB  .................  6
E. L. Jayne, D A N  .........................  (i
Jackie J. Light, DCA .....................  6
P. F. Pitts, IN T -F B  .........................  6
G. M. Smith, ISO .......................  6
S. B. Ellis, F /O , A T L  ................  7
W. R. Gordon, INT-SC ....................  7
W. B. Nester, ROA .......................... 7
D. M. Vance, ROA ..........................  7
R. J. Brandon, Sta. Mgr., IN T -F  .. 8
H. C. Richardson, P H F  ................  8
R. G. Russell, IN T  .........................  8
R. H. Wampler, ROA ..................... 8
Marylin R. Eastes, DCA ................. 9
E. S. Gibbs, Capt., IN T  ............  9
Pearle P. Grimmett, R O A -FB .... 9
G. W. Hauser, IN T  .......................  9
W. F. King, IN T  .............................  9
J. R. Morgan, F /A ,  ROA ................  9
P. W. Swaim, INT-M ....................  9
Wilma Cook, IN T  ....................... 10
G. D. Edwards, ROA-M ...............10
Sherrianne Gillenwater, Stewardess,

ORF ......................................................10
C. L. Gray, Jr., RIC .................... 10
R. R. Griffith, F /O , IN T  ............ 10
Gayle Grygo, Stewardess, IN T  ....10
G. D. Smothers, Jr., F /A ,  A T L  .. .10
W. H. Allen, Sta. Mgr., ISO ........ 11
E. E. Benton, ILM ..........................11
H. W. Butner, IN T -F B  .....................11
D. L. Caudle, F /A ,IL M  ................ 11
A. J. Page, Capt., ILM ................11
D. G. Sutphin, IN T  ......................... 11
C. O. Walters, SH D  .......................... 11
B. R. Barnes, F /O , ILM ..............12
T. L. Brown, IN T -A  ...................... 12
Kathryn Spainhour, IN T  .............12
R. M. Stuphin, IN T -P  ....................... 12
J. H. Taylor, IN T  ...........................12
R. B. Bennett, B L F  ................   13
F. C. Carroll, ROA ..........................18
D. L. Hayes, INT .............................13
H. N. Holleman, F /O , ORF ........ 13
Margaret A. Pequignot, CUG ...13
C. F. Meacham, Capt., ILM .......14
C. B. Morris, DCA ......................... 14
M. J. Cigliano, IN T -F B  ................15
K. B. Miller, IN T  ............................. 15
T. W. Roberts, IN T  ......................... 15
L. G. Brown, IN T  ...........................16
R. E. Kendig, DCA .......................... 16
J. L. Smith, INT-OC ..................... 16
W. B. Johnson, IN T -F B  .................17
M. D. Marion, F A Y  ........................ 17
D. R. Sizemore, IN T  ....................... 17
R. C. Williams, IN T  ........................17
F. E. Woodruff, MBC ................... 17
M. A. Blythe, E W N  ........................ 18
R. R. Brown, Div. Chief Pilot,

TVS ........................................................18
R. E. Bullard, IN T -F  ................... 18
J.  H. Hill, IN T -X  ..............................18

W. O. Radford, H SP  ..................... 18
R. C. Rothrock, IN T   ...................... 18
R. E. Saunders, INT-M .......   18
Joyce Sharrett, IN T  .....................18
H. L. Baum, ORF ............................ 19
L. A. Beggs, ROA ............................ 19
C. L. Brooks, IN T  ............................ 19
D. E. Carpenter, DCA .............  19
T. C. Conrad, F /O , IN T  .................19
Betty T. Hampton, IN T  ..........  19
C. L. Martin, F /O , TYS ....... 19
W. H. Smith, IN T  ......................... 19
L. I. Van Loan, ORF .....................19
Barbara A. West, Stewardess,

ROA ..................................................... 19
G. A. Brittain, IN T-FB ...... 20
R. R. Burke, IN T  ............................. 20
A. M. Chandler, IN T  .............  .20
J. T. Hall, IN T -F B  ......................... 20
Doris M. Hardison, Stewardess

ILM ....................................................... 20
N. E. Hase, ATL ......................... 20
E. L. Lee, ECG ..............  20
D. G. Moles, Jr., IN T  .....................20
L. G. Redden, Jr., ORF ................ 20
J. E. Shaw, F A Y  ..................................20
B. R. Talbert, A V L  ......................... 20
W. E. Walker, OHO ........................ .20
M. O. Everhart, INT-C .....................21
Evelyn Fabrizio, IN T -F  ................ 31
G. T. Hutchinson, ROA ................ 21
R. S. Jackson, IN T  .........................21
H. W. Kelly, IN T  .........................21
L. W. McNames, Dir. Flight Stand­

ards, IN T  .......................................... 21
R. V. Moore, Sta. Mgr., GSO ....... 21
C. C. Kiger, Sta. Mgr., ECG ...... 22
B. G. Linn, L Y H  ............................. 22
W. C. Matheis, DCA ......................... 22
R. L. McAlphin, Dir. of Schedules,

IN T  ....................................................... 22
T. F. Sizemore, INT-M .....................22
J. H. Curtis, A TL ......................... 23
G. W. Ketner, M -INT ...................23
R. S. Macklin, IN T  ......................... 23
R. L. Martin, ROA ;........................ 23
A. W. Almond, ROA-M .................24
Sandra W. Bennett, F A Y  ............ 24
J. R. Johnson, DCA ......................... 24
J. D. Samples, IN T  ......................... 24
A. S. Wingfield, IN T  .....................24
J. Z. Christenbury, IN T  .................25
J. A. Harris, IN T  ......................... 25
Sylvia A. Reid, IN T -A  .................25
Susan Blankenship, ROA ............ 26
L. W. Cline, RMT ..............................26
Judith A. Cocekham, IN T -A  ........26
G. R. Griggs, IN T  ..............................26
Frances Hand, IN T  ..............................26
H. M. Wooten, IN T  ......................... 26
J. T. Burger, SD F .........................27
J. R. Duggins, IN T  .................... .....27
J. W. Gillespie, INT-M .................27
R. M. Iden, DCA ......................... 27
P. P. Jones, Div. Sta. Supervisor,

ILM ....................................................... 27
E. R. Pope, F A Y  .............................. 27
S. R. Poston, IN T .............................27
Leona L. Queen, Stewardess,

ORF ....................................................... 27
L. A. Clyburn, F A Y  .........................28
F. R. Foster, Jr., CVG ....................28
R. A. Greenlaw, SH D ....................  28
D. R. Moore, CRW ............................. 28
R. T. Pardue, IN T  ......................... 28
J. A. Rehder, ROA ......................... 28
Barbara Sasala, DCA .....................28
D. M. Shanks, Sta. Mgr., DCA ....28
Deanna L. Tepe, CVG .....................28
W. H. Walker, IN T ...............  28
B. R. Britt, A TL ............................. 29
W. B. Haithcock, INT-C ... 29
E. H. Land, IN T -^  ......................... 29
L. B. Barwick, ISO ........  30
K. W. Byrd, ISO ..................................30
C. E. Collins, ROA ..................  30
G. A. Ficke, CVG ......................... 30
Margaret M. Franklin, ROA ........30
A. L. Huddleston, ILM ................ 30
Sandra J. Keeys, Stewardess

IN T ....................................................... 30
I. W. Pope, IN T ..................................30
H. A. Vestal, IN T  ......................... 30


