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An Airport's Inhabitants
Like a scientist’s laboratory, an a irport functions by a 

twenty-four hour clock.
A t 1800 hours, w hen a city’s officies and factories have 

emptied the ir  park ing lots and freeways are filled w ith a 
continuous chain of colored metal tha t honks and blinks its 
way onto side streets and out to ru ral roads tha t lead to home, 
an a irport’s day is only three  quarte rs  lived.

Inside the  port of airliners stops passengers stand and sit 
and pace and wait. Some buy cigarettes; some buy candy; for 
seven quarters  some buy $75,000 w orth  of life insurance.

Two young girls w earing little heeled shoes and w rinkled 
stockings listen to  the ir well-dressed mother. “If Daddy isn’t 
there ju s t sit down and wait. Don’t talk  to strangers. H e’ll be 
there  in a m inute . .

A colorfully dressed car rental girl makes final arrange
m ents for a grey suited banker to pick up a black sedan upon 
his arrival in a fa r away city.

An outwardly calm co-pilot strolls through the term inal’s 
lobby. He glances w aitingly around w ith eyes not quite so 
relaxed as his gait.

A lanky shoe shine boy leans lazily against a marble 
wall. His business is better a t 0800. I t  fluctuates and flourishes 
according to the outside world’s eight-hour day. A irport em
ployees work behind counters. He gets few calls from them  for 
sp it shined shoes.

An old gentlem an looks up  from  his W all S treet Journal 
to watch a stewardess w alk into the res tauran t across the way. 
As his eyes linger on the closed door the ever pleasant odor 
of ho t coffee reaches his nostrils, seemingly rem inding h im  to 
tu rn  back to his newspaper.

Inside the Greek proprietor’s haven for hurried  travelers 
the stewardess orders a th ick  milk shake as she joins her crew 
a t a back corner table. Two tables away a large woman tu rns 
back to  her cottage cheese salad. H er next bite doesn’t seem 
to taste as good.

A t the  apex’ of the a irport building is the green glass 
tower. Above the passengers and the  planes the governm ent’s 
a irport w orkers look out and over, to guide and to direct, as 
governm ent should.

Behind a frosted glass door beneath the tower but above 
the lobby is Space Control.

Down th is upstairs  hall, past a powder room tha t doesn’t 
requ ire  dimes like the one in the lobby below it, is a door 
titled  F ligh t Control. T here’s no carpet on the floor and it 
looks and sounds like a new spaper’s wire room. It is a wire 
service of coded w eather picture maps. There are maps for 
clouds and m aps for winds and maps for tem perature changes. 
The m ap machines ru n  continually and the bulletin board 
walls are changed constantly.

Voices float into this room from bodies tha t are not there. 
The voices belong to  pilots transm itting  their questions and 
reports  from miles away. The answers and acknowledgments 
a re radioed back. All planes report in a t no less than  tw enty 
m inute  intervals. Otherwise is something flight controllers 
don’t like to th ink  about. But they all always know.

A tw enty-four hour clock unlike any a Swiss timemaker 
could imagine covers one wall. I t  operates horizonally. Reading 
from  left to  righ t red num bers of aircraft are followed by 
black num bers of flights through a schedule of originating 
cities and departure  times to locales of destinations and pro
posed arrival points on the clock.

Crews check in, file flight plans and catch up on news 
from  the ir friends a t other bases, points those downstairs 
passengers are th inking of as far away places. Theirs is the 
proverbial small world. Southern suppers and northern  break
fasts is a p a rt of it.

Downstairs beyond the doors behind the counters ramp 
agents w rap  up  and head out to the plane. They load the 
luggage and the  cargo and the mail. At the passenger service 
counter the ticket agent presses his intercom button. “This is 
the firs t call for F ligh t 788. W ill all passengers ticketed on this 
flight please report to Gate Six immediately.”

Nowhere and n ight begin begin beyond Gate Six. Forty  
people w ith  as m any  thoughts head for the folding stair steps. 
A smiling young w om an extensd a gloved hand to take those 
forty  tickets. The names of distant destinations and an ir 
regular sequence of num bers are blown across the a irport’s 
ram p by the  ever present wind.

Statistically those forty  folks have a better chance of 
getting w here  th a t  plane is going th a t they had w hen they left 
home to drive to the airport. B ut most of them  never th ink  
tha t thought.

The silver steps are locked in place. The silver tube is 
stream lined as its designer intended. The a irport’s tem porary 
inhabitants have departed leaving sandy ash trays filled w ith 
half smoked cigarettes.

Before the last stub  of tobacco has burned itself out the 
a irport’s jan itor has ambled up to sift and clean the  sand.

Congrats
I S  Y E A R S

D. W .  M c G u ire —In s p e c to r ,  R C A
A. M. W a r d — S ta t io n  M g r . ,  B L F
L. C. H u n d l e v — Sr.  R a d io  T ech .,  CVG 
W . F .  K i n g —J r .  M eeh.,  I N T  
R . L .  J a c k s o n —C h ie f  A g e n t ,  P A T  
H .  B. D u l l— S to c k  C le rk ,  I N T
G. E .  M a lc o m b —C a p ta in ,  T Y S
R . T .  P o w e l l— S .ta tion  M g r . ,  A T L  

10 Y E A B S
E. J .  T o m p k i n s — Sr.  M ech.,  S D F  
R . S. J a c k s o n — C le a n e r ,  I N T
E. C. K e a r n e y —A g e n t .  G SB 
J .  K .  P f a f f — J r .  M ech .,  I N T  
L e a m o n  W ilc o x ,  J r . —A g e n t ,  L E X  

5 T E A R S  
L . G. B r o o k s —A g e n t ,  ISO  
M. F .  E v e r id g e — J r .  M ech.,  I N T  
R . D. S a r r e r - S r .  M ech.,  O R E  
R . E .  C a s h a t t — L e a d  A g e n t ,  GSO 
J .  E .  D a i l—^Agent. O R E  
L. S. S im m o n s —M ech. Spec.,  I N T  
J .  M. B ru c e — A g e n t ,  C L T  
M. B. S h ro p s h i i 'e — J r .  Spec.,  I N T  
Jo .vce R e i n h a r d t —A g e n t ,  O R E  
D. K . H ic k s — J r .  S o tc k  C le rk ,  I N T  
J .  B . H u r t ,  J r . — C lean e r ,  R O A  
J .  E .  R a i f o r d — C lean e r ,  I N T
C. T .  R e d m o n — Sr.  M ech .,  I N T

Around The 
System

J f E W  E M P r O T E E S  
M. R . A n d e r s o n —K e y  P u n c h  O p e ra to r ,  

J r . ,  I N T - A  
J .  A.  B e n n e t t — S te w a r d e s s ,  A T L
H . J ,  B i g g e r s — F / O  T r a in e e ,  I N T  
M. N. B lo c k e r— P / 0  T r a in e e ,  I N T
D. M. B r a d l e y — E / O  T ra in e e .  I N T  
P .  C. B r i g g s — F / O  T r a in e e ,  I N T
E. M. B u r g e s s — S te w a r d e s s ,  I N T  
G. M. C a h i l l ,  J r . — F / O  T ra in e e ,  I N T  
n .  H .  C h e a th a m —A g e n t -O p e r s . ,  R IC  
n .  A. C la b o u g h — E / O  T r a in e e .  I N T
B. A. C o o n ( ^ A g e n t - R e s . ,  IN T - S C
J .  S. C o r n a t z e r - J r .  S to ck  C le rk ,  I N T  
* '^INT C le rk ,  J r . ,

O. C, P a v i s — C lean e r ,  R O A  
L. D, D u d le y ,  J r . - E / O  T r a in e ,e  I N T  
L. S. E d w a r d s — E / O  T ra in e e ,  I N T  
L, M. E d w a r d s — P / O  T ra in e e ,  I N T  
D. R , E v a n s — C lean e r ,  I N T  
P .  A. F o s t e r — D r a f t s m a n ,  I N T
D. P . P o l m a r — P / O  T r a in e e ,  I N T  
R . G ro o v e r ,  J r . —A g e n t -O p e r s . ,  A T L
C. H .  H a l l ,  J r . - J r .  M ech,,  I N T
R . A. H a r d e s t y —A i r c r a f t  S a le sm a n ,  

O R E
R . G. H a r t — A g e n t -O p e r s . ,  P H F  
R - ^ ^ a w k i n s — S e c r e t a r y - S te n o g r a p h e r .

R .  S. H o l d e r — J r .  Spec.,  I N T  
C. W . H o o k e r — Sr.  D r a f t s m a n ,  I N T  
P .  G. K i n g — J r .  S to ck  C le rk ,  I N T  
S. J .  K n i g h t — S t e w a r d e s s ,  A T L  
W . E .  K n i g h t — J r .  S p e c ia l i s t ,  I N T  
R. H .  L aw ,to n —J r .  Spec,,  I N T  
C, A. M cK en z ie— A g e n t -R e s . ,  CVG 
■T. P .  M e ss ic k — F / O  T ra in e e .  I N T  
J .  D. M oore— G en e ra l  C le rk ,  J r . ,  I N T  
B. W . M o r r i s —A g e n t -O p e r s . ,  R D U
B. L. N ic h o ls— A g e n t -O p e r s . ,  D CA  
J .  P .  O d n m — E / O  T ra in e e ,  I N T
C. P .  Reece—J r .  Spec.,  I N T
N. L. R o b in s o n — S te w a r d e s s ,  A T L  
B. P .  S a c r a —A g e n t -O p e r s . ,  C H O
E. V. S ca le s— J r .  Spec.,  I N T
K . D. S e y m o u r — E / O  T ra in e e ,  I N T
D. E .  S h e a — S t e w a rd e s s ,  R O A  
G. P .  S m i th — L in e m a n ,  O R F - P B  
W , H . S m i th — C lean e r ,  I N T
P .  A. S n y d e r —A g e n t - R e s . ,  DCA 
L, M. S p a c h — J r .  M ech.,  I N T  
M. F .  S p in d le —A g en t- 'O p e rs . ,  D C A
I. V. S w ic e g o o d — J r .  Spec,,  I N T  
J .  D, T h o m a s —A g e n t - R e s . ,  R IC  
J .  C. T o r n o w — S te w a r d e s s .  I L M  
R . T o w n s e n d — C lean e r ,  I N T
M. T. W a l l— G e n e ra l  C le rk ,  J r . ,  I N T - A
B. G, W e b b — J r .  Spec .,  I N T
E. G. W o o d — P / O  T r a in e e .  I N T  
R . W r i g h t — C lean e r ,  A T L
D. L. E r o y — J r .  Spec .,  I N T  
.1. B . L ove— J r .  S t e n o g r a p h e r ,  I N T
D. M. I n m a n — C o m m n n ic a t io n i s t ,  R O A  
R. J .  D o d d ,  J a n i t o r ,  I N T
P .  E ,  I n g r a m —A p p r e n t i c e  R a d io  T ech .,  

I N T - M
J .  R. L a n e — P a r t  T im e  C le a n e r .  T Y S
C. L. M o o r e f i e l d - J r .  Spec .,  I N T
G. A. M o t s in g e r —U t i l i t y  S e rv ic e m a n ,  

I N T
C. E .  M u r p h y —J r .  Spec .,  I N T
O. L .  S h e p h e r d —A p p r e n t i c e  C a b in e t  

S h o p ,  I N T  
R . D. S t r i c k l a n d —U t i l i t y  S e rv ic e m a n ,  

I N T
G. D. T e r r y —A i r c r a f t  S a les .  O R P
E. O. V o g le r— G e n e ra l  C le rk ,  J r „  I N T  
V. C. W a l k e r — J r .  Spec.,  I N T
D. L .  W a l k e r — J r .  S to c k  C le rk ,  I N T
W . S. W e a v e r — C o s t  A c c o u n t in g  C le rk ,  

I N T - A
,T. F .  W i d e n e r —C le a n e r ,  R O A  
J .  C. W i l s o n —J r .  S , te n o g ra p h e r ,  I N T  
N. R. A d a m s —A g e n t - O p e r s . ,  B L P  
J .  W .  A th a n ,  J r , — A c t . /S u p e r v i s o r ,  I N T  
D. B. B r a n n a n — J r .  M ech.,  D C A  
J e s s i e  B r o o m h e a d — C le a n e r .  A T L  
B .W . C a sse l l—J r .  R a d io  T ech . ,  R O A  
R. L. F o r s y t h — M ech.,  D C A  
C. B. G a m b i l l— O p e rs .  E n g in e e r ,  I N T  
L. M. G o u ld — I n d u s t r i a l  E n g in e e r ,  I N T  
J .  L. H a u s e r — J r .  C le rk ,  I N T  
B. J .  M a r io n — F / O  T r a in e e ,  I N T  
J a m e s  R e e d — C le a n e r ,  A T L  
M. D. S u g g ,  J r . — P r i n t  S h o p  H e lp e r ,  

I N T
I j. H .  W i l m o t h —J r .  S te n o g r a p h e r ,  I N T
B, G. G r i f f i n —H e lp e r ,  I N T
L. J .  L a n i e r — J r .  S to c k  C le rk ,  I N T
B. J .  A d a m s — S t e w a rd e s s ,  IL M  
M. A u s t e l l— S te w a r d e s s ,  I N T
C. D. B r a d s h e r — A p p re n t i c e .  I N T
L. V. B r o w n —U t i l i t y  S e rv ic e m a n ,  I N T  
M. J .  C a r p e n t e r — S te w a r d e s s ,  R O A
D. B. C r a ig — S te w a r d e s s ,  I L M
E . D. D o l a n d —J r .  Spec.,  I N T
A. S. E l l i s — S te w a r d e s s ,  I N T  
P .  A. H a f l e y — S te w a r d e s s ,  I L M
C. R. H a n c e — J r .  R a d i o  T ech . ,  I N T
H . J .  M c P h e r s o n — C lean e r ,  R O A  
T. L .  M o r g a n — J r .  Spec.,  I N T  
J .  M. R o y a l l — S t e w a r d e s s ,  I N T  
G. A. S a m p le —J r .  Spec.,  I N T
D. M. S im p s o n — S t e w a rd e s s ,  IL M  
R . M. S n ip e s — S te w a r d e s s ,  I N T  
P a m e l a  S te a d — S t e w a rd e s s ,  I N T  
C. S. T o l b e r t — S te w a r d e s s ,  B O A
C. H .  W a t s o n — J r .  C le rk ,  I N T - F B  
P ,  J ,  S m i th — C lean e r ,  I N T
L. L .  W a r r e n — S te w a r d e s s .  IL M  
T. R. W h i te ,  M ech.  Spec.,  IN T  
W . R . W im m e r —J r .  M ech..  I N T  
P .  G. W o o te n —U t i l i t y  S e rv ic e m a n ,  I N T  

P R O M O T IO N S  
B  D. C a u d i l l— D C A  p r o m o te d  to  L e a d  

M ec h a n ic
B. P .  B a i le y — T R I  p r o m o te d  to  S a le s

Cartoon Is Captioned
“Oversold Again!” — Cliff Rhodes, LSI Service Corporation, 

H arrisburg, Pa.
* * *

“A nother deal w ith Neill.” — LEX
“Didn’t  HSP say som ething about having an oversale for this 

flight?” — Sharn Perry, HSP
*  *  *

“Must be an NR.” — Tony Steelman, INT-R 
*  *  *

“Don’t  look now, bu t I th ink  the re ’s an FAA inspector watch
ing us.” — J. HUl, INT-C

*  *  *

“No, I didn’t  pay for the bubble gum, I thought you did.”
“T hat INT agent said he’s never refunded an oversale yet.”
“You break  more pencils than  most co-pilots break  sun visors, 

and now purchasing has caught up  w ith  you.”
“B etter make th a t two w ith  onions and two without.”
“Make a note to see w hat happened to those cockpit curtains 

we requested.” — E. B. McBride, INT—Metal Shop 
*  *  *

Captain: “Hey, Kilroy, I thought you said we were in range 
(LGA) about 15 m inutes ago, g r r r r r  . . .!” Co-pilot: “H uh?” — P. 
W alden, RIC-O

*  *  *

Captain Cox, F /O  Evans and Engineer W illetts. “Say, I thought 
the engineer was supposed to be in here w ith  us, w asn’t he?”

“Gray, w hy don’t  you let Willie ride inside the rest of the way?” 
— M errill T. Gadker, SOP

VFR

with

Turby
Well, Piedmont Airlines really put New York City on the map 

last week. The Inaugural F light was made on Monday, November 
14, and I m ust say it  w as the best Inaugural we have had thus fa r — 
everything w ent as scheduled. H ats off to those w ho did so much 
w ork in a rranging  things so well — Bill McGee and his troops 
well as Don B ritt and his gang; also to our fellows in New York 
Eddie Jones, F ran k  Reynolds, W ayne Tucker and Johnny  Lawrence, 
who w ere on the firing line. E aste rn  employees did a bang-up job 
in getting the airplanes in  and out as planned.

Not only did we pu t New York on the map, b u t as Mr. Davis 
p u t it, we hope to take some of the “dull” out of Dulles. A t Dulles 
we had a m ost delightful luncheon and, again, ever3rthing was well 
planned and w ent off very  smoothly. Don Sutphin and his boys and 
gals looked like they  ju s t stepped out of Esquire — they really 
w ere sharp!

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  
R . J .  M a th e n y — I N T  p r o m o t e d  to  M ech. 
J e a n e  M. H i g g i n s — I N T  p r o m o te d  to  J r .  

P l a n n e r
B e n  H .  W in d le y — I N T  p r o m o te d  to  

M ech .  Spec.
J .  J .  S to u t— I N T - F B  p r o m o te d  to  Sr. 

Spec.
C. R .  B o w e r s — R O A  p r o m o te d  to  L e a d  
• \g e n t -P a s s .  S e rv ice  & T ic k e t  C o u n te r  
T. W . R o b e r t s — I N T  p r o m o te d  to  Sr.

R a d io  T ech .
D. S. T u e l— O R P  p r o m o te d  to  L e a d  

M ech.
C. C. V o g le r— C P A  p r o m o te d  to  U t i l i t y  

S e rv ic e m a n  
J .  E .  M i tc h e l l— I N T - I B M  p r o m o te d  to  
S y s t e m s  A n a l y s t

J .  C. W a r d —I N T  p r o m o te d  to  S r .  M ech.
B. L. H a n e s —I N T  p r o m o te d  to  M ech. 
.1. L. S a m p le s — I N T  p r o m o te d  to  R a d io  

T ech .
D. W . S h o a f— I N T  p r o m o te d  to  Sr.

S to ck  C le rk  
W . H .  W a l k e r —I N T  p r o m o te d  to  Meeh. 
R. E .  W a l l— I N T  p r o m o te d  to  M ech.

T R A N S F E R S  ’

W . R . R e d m a n —i t r a n s f e r  f r o m  s to c k  
ro o m  to  A p p r e n t i c e  F B  E n g i n e  S h o p  

P .  A. W h i t e — O R E  t r a n s f e r  to  O p e rs .  
C le rk

O. W a g o n e r — t r a n s f e r  f r o m  I N T - P B  to  
I N T  P a i n t  a n d  F a b r i c  S h o p  

J .  K .  M cGee— t r a n s f e r  f r o m  C o s t  
A c c o u n t in g  to  J r .  Spec .,  IN T - M


