
PAG E SIX T H E  P I E D M O N I T O R D ECEM BER , 1967

PIEDMONT PRESS NOTES
(Cont inued from Page Five)

C H A R IiO T T E SV IL L E  — R eporte r  A. Sprouse:  
CHO is still b reak ing  records. N ovem ber 12th is now  
our  record  day w ith  boardings of 184. W e u n d e rs ta n d  
H i l l  A V a l k e r  and  Toni D u i t p i ' had  a w onderfu l  t im e 
on the ir  t r ip  to the  W est Coast. You should  hea r  the  
tales they  are  telling. W e welcome our  new  employee 
B etty  Scott, w ho joined us on N ovem ber 1. Our 
traffic  on the  je t  is sti ll  on the  increase. Believe it  or 
not, we have been overbooked a couple of times.

P A R K E R SB U R G  — R ep o rte r  Charlie Hall: V irg  
F lin n  ju s t  got back  f rom  a to u r  of th e  H aw aiian  
Is lands w h ere  he w as a gues t of Delta and  U nited  
Airlines. Dan B erry  is no t su re  th a t  it  w as  a co
incidence th a t  a long inactive volcano eru p te d  while  
he w as there. T he  personne l a t  PKB got to  see a 
FH227B w h en  we w orked  an Ozark ch a r te r  recently.

RICHM OND — Our boys re tu rn e d  f rom  the  
A m erican  A irlines tr ip  and  had a g rea t  time. I t  show 
ed for several days. Chief agen t Jerry B arger  and  
agen t Jam es L aw son  w ere  the  lucky w inners .  Tom  
F arm er  has stopped ru n n in g  and will take the  I do ’s 
Decem ber 30th. R ichm ond  boarded  5,413 in October 
and is looking fo rw ard  to a n o th e r  record-breaking 
m on th  in  November.
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ROA NO K E — R ep o rte r  Don Conner: G reetings 
from  the  land of the  sick and lame, b u t  no t lazy. 
Despite th e  loss of several folks due to illness, ROA 
produced a n o th e r  record  board ing  October 22nd, w hen  
756 passengers  boarded the  P acem akers  here. Yes, 
BKW , we also noted yo u r  record  board ings for  th a t  
m on th  of 584. N ovem ber has  sm iled d isapprovingly  
on severa l  of ou r  people. Both Iona Carr and  H enry  
Carr w e n t  to the  hosp ita l for operations. Cleon H all  
alm ost b roke his w rist,  and D on Conner w as ordered  
to bed for a w eek  for, now  get this, ahem, w o rk in g  
too hard! 3Iary P arks is back from  I ta ly  and  Greece 
and Keeps ru n n in g  a round  say ing  “Viva la R o m a” 
and  sm elling  of garlic. Joe L ucas is back  from  G er
m a n y  and keeps looking for a place to buy  beer  for 
15 cents. (Then  he can s t o p  ra id ing  the  Coke 
m ach ine) .  Lots  of our  folks have ta k en  advan tage  of 
the  recen t to u rs  to the  w es t  coast. Sandra Childs, 
B e tty  Dcrrick, Ju lie  R ehder, Judy P ainter, and Larry  
S u lp h in  f lew to PHX, TUS, and  SAN. Sh elby  H ale  
and Donna S ilcox  chose LAX. Carlyle K em p took off 
for LAX also, w ith  a su itcase full of used  te le type 
tape. H e is app a ren t ly  ou t th e re  t ry in g  to convince 
all those  Go-Go girls th a t  h e ’s a big stock tycoon 
from  back east. In  recen t m onths  ROA has  been 
cla im ing  var ious  records, m ost ly  for overloads. W e 
have  a lready  established a record  overload for “ole 
B lue” (9000-f lbs.), and now  claim sam e for a M404 
(2278 lbs) and  th e  FH-227B (2503 lbs.). W e can 
h a rd ly  w ait  for the  YS-11, to add it to our  list. H ow 
ever, w e have  now  en tered  w h a t  w e consider the  
“most u n u su a l  de lay” contest w ith  th is  prize-w inning 
en try : a n in e teen  m inu te  delay on flight 789/07 Nov. 
due to a p a ra k ee t  in  the  controls. Since th is  w as  an  
un p receden ted  case, w e w ere  at a loss as to  w h a t  
k ind  of E T D  to issue for th is  delay. U nfortuna te ly ,  
the  GOTM does no t cover such cases. Luckily  ROAMM 
had  th e ir  Mechanic-In-Charge-of-Birdcatching on duty, 
“Moe” Morfessy, w ho  handled  the  s itua tion  tac tfu lly  
by scar ing  the  b ird  into hav in g  a h e a r t  a t tac k  and  
th e n  rem ov ing  same. In  closing, if anyone sees a 
shaggy-haired, bearded  ch a rac te r  w an d e r in g  a round  
lost in the  woods, i t ’s N eal W ray. K indly  po in t  him  
in the  d irection  of ROA and rem ind  h im  th a t  h e ’s 
due back  to w o rk  som etim e n ex t  m onth .  T h a n k  you!

T R I-C ITIE S — R e p o rte r  R ay Norris: Deadline 
tim e again. And th a t ’s w h a t  th is  co lum n will be ^  
dead lines. W e ’re  like the  leaves th is  t im e of yea r  —

all w o rn  ou t and  ready  to fall. M ust be the  h a rd  w o rk  
around  here. Leaders  B ill Cash, Brad Moody, H u gh  
Sluder, B ill H am ilton , and  L eroy  P ickel su re  r u n  a 
t igh t  ship. O perations is w in te r iz ing  th e  m echanical 
helpers  to ge t ready  for  old m an  w in ter,  no t you 
Turby. Clifford L ivengood  has been  w ork in g  all 
hou rs  to get th ings  in shape. H e spen t over  an  h ou r  
th e  o the r  day  ju s t  ge t t ing  the  r ig h t  person  in 
W ins ton  to order  p a r ts  for him. T h a t  long line su re  
s tays busy. Especia lly  w ith  fu tu re  res and  “can I 
go hom e?” dispatch. I t ’s as busy  as a long tailed 
cat in  a room ful of rock ing  chairs. R eserva tions a re  
busy  too, w h a t  w ith  the  upcom.ing holiday season. 
W e have a few, th a n k  goodness, passengers  th a t  call 
and  m ake  res for ton igh t and  cancel an  h o u r  la ter, 
then  rebook for n ex t  m onth .  T hen  th e y  no-show the  
flight. Som etim es because a poodle had  to have i t ’s 
m o n th ly  tr im . Oh well! T hey  are our  b read  and bu tter .  
Bless ’em all. N ow  and  then  som e th ings occur th a t  
ju s t  a in ’t r ight.  L ike one passenger  we had, bough t 
fam ily  p lan  tickets and took his 30 p lus  son along. 
As a child, m ind  you. Som etim es you  are  lucky and  
th e n  again you  a in ’t. T h e  o the r  n ig h t  w e w ere  lucky. 
F l ig h t  624 a r r iv ed  w ith  no advance notice of any  
trouble. W ith in  45 m inu tes  w e had him  on his w ay  
w ith  a n o th e r  a ircraft.  The t icket coun te r  is still 
w onder ing  w h ere  the  p lane came from. I t  ju s t  d ropped 
in  from  now here . Yep! T h a t ’s right.  J u s t  happened  
to have a deadhead  from  TYS to ROA. T im ed p e r 
fectly  for ou r  needs. Say th e re  officials a t  INT, 
h ow ’s about h av ing  an  a irc ra f t  c irc ling  our  system  
k in d a  like SAC does. T h en  w h en  m echanicals come 
u p  — voila! T h ere  is ou r  replacem ent.  Say! W onder  
w h y  these  em p ty  fh g h ts  a re  called deadheads? M ust 
re fe r  to the  c rew  m em bers  or a deceased blue room. 
Soreheads a re  in  abundance  these  days. Ju d y  B ryan t  
has a p um p  kno t on h e r  head. I t  could have happened  
on n u m e ro u s  occasions, i ra te  passengers,  t ig h t  head 
set, unaccus tom ed  to f ir ing  a rifle. A ctua lly  her  boy 
fr iend  told h e r  to s i t  dow n and  she  refused. The 
h igh school football gam e of the  year, in th is  area  a t  
least, cam e to a rous ing  end on N ovem ber 10th. 
Science Hill of Jo h n so n  City (H illtoppers) and K ings
po r t  (Ind ians)  m et on th e  open pla ins a t  Johnson  
City. I t  w as  a reve rsa l  of C us te r’s las t  s tand. The 
Toppers  m assacred  the  Ind ians  26 to 13. To bea t  all, 
th e  T oppers  on the  hill w ere  ra te d  as 3 po in t  
underdogs. According to Doctor Lit, it  is suspected  
th a t  h is  nam e is synonym ous w ith  his s ta te  of being, 
m uch  w a m p u m  w as lost. A m ong th e  m ost  noted 
losers w ere  “R ain y  D ay Cross”, “P e tty  B o ll in g ”, 
L im o F rancisco  and  “N ectie  Clark.” T h ey  took a 
lot of ribbing, b u t  p robab ly  drow ned  th e ir  sorrow s 
in  some of the  good spirits. R igh t now  the  com pu ter  
is ou t for a 20 m in u te  coffee break. T he  rascal 
takes m ore tim e in  the  coffee shop th a n  H u g h  Sluder! 
T he h u n t in g  season is here, H u g h  keeps shooting  
Meadow L ark s  m is tak ing  th e m  for Quail. A ustin  
M orrison ju s t  keeps shooting, no t  h it t ing  anything, 
ju s t  shooting! H e did w in  a g ian t  sm all tu rkey ,  w h a t 
ever  th a t  is, a t  a recen t shoot. He w as show ing  off 
the  ta rge ts  and  k inda g loating over  them. T h en  la te r  
sneaked  ou t a couple of poor groupings. P lann ing  
for deep snow s D ave L y le  is t ry in g  to ta lk  Paul  
H erndon  into d ropp ing  his helicopter  in  for a v isi t 
and  b r ing ing  h im  to work. Dave is a ca rpe t  c leaning 
m ounta ineer ,  w ay  back in the  hills of L im estone 
Cove. Carolyn P earson  began  h e r  w in te riz ing  the  
o the r  n igh t and said she is going to  use  anti-freeze 
n ex t  t im e instead  of alcohol. Carolyn R am sey  left 
ou r  g roup  to r e tu r n  to an  advancem en t in  the  local 
w elfare  depar tm en t.  W e m ay have to v isi t h e r  if 
ou r  board ings continue to nose-dive. S orry  to  see 
h e r  go. She w as ju s t  beg inning  to get used  to  c u r  
eccentricities. W e hate  to lost any  good w orker .  Rick  
A ik en  and Jim  W oods are r e tu rn in g  to our  fold. This 
is to con tinue the ir  p a r t  t im e help. T alk  abou t bad 
luck. B ill Cash su re  has had  his sha re  lately. A m erican  
k ind ly  gave some of u s  passes to  the  w es t  coast to 
see Tennessee  get bea t b y  California. A fter  an  e n 
joyable sh o r t  stay, w e w ere  board ing  th e  m idnite  
non-rev special LAX to SDF. W e w ere  boarded  single 
file. A nd ju s t  as the  door w as tw is ted  sh u t  w e dis 
covered our  leader w as missing. W ell th e y  ju s t  d o n ’t 
tu r n  the  je ts  a ro u n d  and  go back. So he w as  left 
s t randed  in  L. A. He did m ake  a la ter  f l igh t OK. 
Back hom e he  r a n  out to w ork  a f light and r a n  so 
h a rd  his wife E d ith  had  to  b r ing  h im  a n o th e r  pair  
of pants .  A pa ir  w ith o u t  the  sea t r ipped  out. The 
o the r  day Bill w as in te res ted  in  the  MR get t ing  
off a t  T R I on 401 of the  13th. H e again decided 
to w o rk  the  ram p  and  lo and  behold! it w as  Cliff 
L iven good  m a k in g  a r e tu rn  tr ip  to  rep a ir  some
of our  equipm ent.  H e takes  it all in  str ide though. 
You see Bill has  B en  P at B a iley  to keep h im  happy. 
T hey  have  ad jo in ing  offices. T hey  can tell each
o the r  th e ir  troubles. Brad Moody tr ied  3 tim es to 
keep a passenger  off f l ight 400. E ach  tim e the
passenger  w ould  s tagger  s t ra ig h t  as an  a rrow  to 
Gate 1. F in a l ly  Buford Stone ta lked  to h im  and  he 
began  crying. H e leaned on B ra d ’s shoulder  and
said he d idn ’t like Buford. A nd th e n  in  the  same 
alcoholic b rea th  said Brad  d idn ’t love h im  anym ore. 
Now it has  been  said th a t  B uford  has had  num erous  
people on the  verge of tea rs  w ith  his incessan t 
cha tte r .  Charlie Joh n son  ju s t  r e tu rn e d  f rom  a m ost 
successful t r ip  to fa raw ay  Hawaii. T he  w ah ines  
w ere  v e ry  nice to him. If  you  don’t k now  w h a t

w ah ines  are, th e y ’re  the  local m en  folk. H e  check 
ed on the  m a n y  wild types of gam e available and  took 
a to u r  of P a r k e r  R anch  on the  Is land  of Hawaii. B ill  
John son  w e n t  duck  looking the  o ther  day and  had  
no paddle for h is  boat. Since he w as  cru is ing  dow n 
a creek, w e guess you  could say  he w as  d ow n  the  
creek  w ith o u t  a paddle. <

W A SH IN G T O N  (N ational)  — R eporte r  D ick  H u r 
ley: W ash  is back in the  bow ling  bus iness  aga in  w ith  
two new  team s led by T om  C leghon and B ill Goolsby. 
Holding  up  T om ’s team  are  D on Shanks, Bob Beard,
Gil McCuen, M ike Moore, Bob D edm an, R itch ie  Iden  
and  Charlie Morris. On Bill’s team  are  D ean Marion, 
E d dy W arf, E d  P ulzone, E d  H ull, Bob Shields, M i k e ^  
P atterson  and  Joe  Biggs. W e w ish  th e m  all luc ’̂ A  
in the  m a n y  w eeks ahead. Our little  ram p  s p a c ^ ^  
around  Gate 28 is being m ade smaller.  N E  is cu t t ing  
w h a t  use to be a co rner  into a tr iang le  b y  insta ll ing  
new  facilities for th e ir  counter,  opera tions and  bag 
area. T h e  w ing  tip p rob lem s will m ore th a n  likely 
g row  w orse  a round  th is  a rea  and  speak ing  of w ing  
tips i t ’s in te res t ing  to no te  th a t  the  sp a n  of th e  new  
Y S -l l’s is som ew hat close to th a t  of Ole’ Blues. This 
m ay  v e ry  well m ake  p a rk in g  a t  DCA ju s t  a b it  h a rd e r  
for both crew s and  tax i guides. A nd speak ing  of Ole’ 
Blue we hard ly  can say  how  m uch  w e miss her .  The 
cargo space w as v e ry  valuab le  a n d  now  w e have 
to p u t  w h a t  use  to be p u t  on the  je t  on  o the r  trips. 
T h e re  have been good signs th a t  w in te r  will be ve ry  
cold. A lready  te m p e ra tu re s  are  tak in g  a rea l d ip  a t  
night. W a sh ing ton  is v e ry  beau tifu l w h en  laden w ith  
snow  and  especially scenic f rom  our  ram p  a t  night.
W e suggest th a t  all w ho  are in te res ted  pay  u s  a visit. 
Now th a t  the  holiday season is beginning, the  load 
factors should take a real upsw ing. W e all hope th a t  
ou r  dow nline  s ta tions will bea r  w ith  th e  loads we 
m ay  be de livering  to them. W e ju s t  hope th e  w ea th e r  
cools it u n ti l  C hris tm as  Eve. All here  a t  DCA w ould  
like to take  the  o p po r tun ity  to w ish  all a v e ry  H appy  
T h anksg iv ing  and  too, th a t  y o u ’ll drop in to say  hello.

AVINSTON-SALEM — R eporte r  H elen  Hull: T he 
E xecu tive  Division is ou r  selection of “Shop T a lk ” 
for this edition. E ach  m on th  hereafter ,  a  d iffe ren t 
shop will be in te rv iew ed  to let ou r  people know  w h a t ’s 
going on a t  hom e base. A t a m om en ts  notice, the  
beehive of ac tiv ity  begins w h en  the  business  a irc ra f t  
comes into the  hangar.  Our crew  does w o rk  on a p 
prox im a te ly  ten  d iffe ren t types of aircraft,  p e r fo rm 
ing  a n y th in g  from  inspections to com plete interiors .  
Business A ircraft  utilizes the  Sheet Metal, Accessory 
Overhaul and  F ab ric  D epa rtm en ts  extensively. This 
d ep a r tm e n t  is pa tron ized  by  cus tom ers  from  all over 
the  U nited  S tates and Canada; some h av ing  been 
serviced here  since 1955. This section is opera ting  on 
a two-shift basis. Quite frequen tly  these  m echanics  
are called on to  serve our  cus tom ers  ou t of to w n  a t  
th e ir  request.  In s truc tions  are g iven by H. R. P o in 
dexter, S. L. Sm ith , J. M. T ay lor  or H . M. V aughn  
to begin the  procedures  of opera tions — p a in t  a i r 
craft, change engines a n d /o r  perfo rm  inspection. The 
faded pa in t  on the  a irc ra f t  becomes a m ass  of clean 
ing processes, w ith  S. R. Poston , L. W alker, J. B. 
Conrad or L. D a v is  perfo rm ing  these  duties, c leaning 
every  spot th a t  is to be repainted . W hile  the  a irc ra f t  
is being p repa red  for pain ting , the  engines a re  being 
rem oved by  J. A. D elan ey , J. W . Cook, D. L. Martin, 
J. C. AVard or D. L. A dkins. T hen  the  a irc ra f t  is open 
ed and  inspected. P er fo rm in g  these duties  a re  J. R. 
S o u th en i,  R. V. B rooksh ire  or C. T. R cdm on. Dis
crepancies a re  th e n  correc ted  by R. H. Turner, W . H.
AValker, K. C. Mullis, H . D. Gunter, AV. L. AVhitnian, 
J. T. Cox or R. L. Sutton. On com pletion of the  r e 
ques ted  work, the  a irc ra f t  is closed and  preflightecL 
by  E . L. Leonard, C. F . R eece, C. H. H all or AV. 
AVimmer. A ny electrical item s are  correc ted  by  R. 
Gabriel or B. H. AVindley. H ow  does ou r  E xecu tive  
Crew feel about the ir  duties? A little  shop ta lk ing  and 
we found  out. R. R. Gabriel — “I p refer  th is  type
w o rk  due to hav ing  contact w ith  the  crew. I t  also
offers a m ore  diversified occupation since we have 
so m a n y  types  of a irc ra f t .” B en  W indley  — “P ersonal 
ly, I like w ork in g  w ith  d if fe ren t types of aircraft.  I 
especially enjoy contact w ith  the  custom ers. Larry  
AValker — “I enjoy w ork in g  on the  d if fe ren t  aircraft, 
you  benefit  f rom  it. My dislike? I t ’s k ind  of like 
keep ing  house, if you  mess up, you clean up .” .L C. 
AVard — “I t ’s nice to w o rk  on d if fe ren t aircraft,  
especially ou t of s ta te  ones, and  m eeting  the  cus to 
mers. Most of th e m  are real easy to p lease.” J. R. 
Southern , Jack  T aylor  and H om er V aughn, all agree 
th a t  m eeting  d if fe ren t  people m akes  the  w o rk  very  
enjoyable. L eroy  D av is  and D. L. A tk ins, R oyce  
T urner and  Leo AVhitman say th a t  m eeting  th e  crews 
and w ork ing  w ith  them  m akes the  job m ore pleasant. 
Most of us  are looking fo rw ard  to m oving to  the  
n ew  h an g a r  for m ore  space and  equipm ent. H . D. 
G unter — “I ’d r a th e r  be f ly ing th e m  th a n  w ork ing  
on them .”


