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The following was the sole content of a column
written for a trade magazine, by Capt. R. C. Robson of
AAL. It was published a long time ago, when the children
were small and co-pilots didn’t bave run bidding. All
junior co-pilots could wvery well expect some Christmas
assignment on the December 23rd “shape up” and some
Santa Claus rescheduling was usually a last minute necessity.

Che Flight Before thriztmaa

(A Christmas poem for Air Age kiddies)

"Twas the flight before Christmas and all through the
sky,

Not a creature was stirring, 'cept the Captain and L.
The throttles were set on the quadrant with care,
In hopes of beating Saint Nicholas there.
The passengers were nestled all snug in their seats,
The purring of engines had lulled them to sleep.
And Captain at the wheel and I on his right,
Had just leveled off for a long winter’s flight.
When out in the sky there arose such a clatter,
We jumped in our seats to see what was the matter.
We checked each engine quick as a flash,
Glanced at the dials all over the dash.
The moonlight reflecting from the cloudbank below,
Showed nothing amiss in the cold white glow.
When what to our wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer.
With a little old pilot, so lively and quick,
We knew in a moment, it must be Saint Nick.
More rapid than our ship his coursers they came,
And he whistled and shouted and called them by name.
“Now Pratt! now Whitney! now Curtiss! and Wright!
On Franklin! on Allison! on, on through the night!
“To the top of the clouds, to the top of them all,
Now, dash away, dash away, dash away all!
And then in a twinkle on our wing we did hear,
The prancing and pawing of each little deer.
Flying swift as the wind over a cloud,
They passed right by us, nodded and bowed.
He was dressed in goggles and helmet and boot,
And snow flakes were clinging to his flying suit.
A bundle of toys was strapped to his back,
He looked like a paratrooper in his jumping pack.
His goggles how frosted, his dimples how merry,
The wind burned his cheeks and his nose like a cherry.
He bhad on the earphones of his radio,
And was flying the course, straight as a crow.
The smoke from his pipe his teeth held tight,
Streamed out behind him into the night.
He had tightened his seat belt over his belly,
But it shook underneath like a bowl full of jelly.
He was sure a good flyer, that jolly old elf,
He flew better than Captain — or even myself.
With a burst of speed from his tiny sled,
He was out in front and pulling ahead.
He was looking for a break in the dense overcast,
For he’d stockings to fill — an allnight task.
When off to the south he saw a big hole,
And banking to his right he started to roll.
He pushed forward his stick, to his team gave a whistle,
And towards it they flew, like the down on a thistle.
But we heard him exclaim ere he dove out of sight,
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good flight!

Congrats
25 Years
C. W. Gough, Jr.—Asst. to V.-P.,
INT-FB
20 Years
G. E. Hendrix— D)rector -Airport & Air

Traffic Servs.,

A. H. Holland— Pur'th hlug Agent, INT
Fields—Agent, CLT

h Wilson—Sr. Spe( , INT

Sue Martin—Communicationist, INT

T, W Mort n¥V P.-Finance

Secreta NT
A T. C.ra:,—-l))spa[cher INT

15 Years

. H. Knight—Lineman, IN
é Stovﬂl]——(‘aptnin TY.
it

Macklin—Asst. to \

t. Welborn—Captain,

. L. Kendrick-—Chief Agon( PI\B

. A. Seats—Stkrm, Clk.. INT-FB
. P. Austin—Captain, INT

10 Years

Togan-—Sr. Radio Tech.,, INT
L Plcmmonszxst Supvr. S & R,

w.
J.
D R Monroe—Chief Agent, SHD
B. \Va]ls——Chxef Agent, BNA

g‘ll\l Sr. Stk. Clrk., INT

\lech ks
ility $rvman., DCA

5 Years

A. M. Watts—Mech. Spec., INT
C. W. Burton—Utility Srvman., ILM
D. B. Wallace—Sr. Stk. Clk., INT
Sandra Wicker—Stewardess, INT
B H:Fgms—Ld Agent, DCA
. Willetts —Agent, ILM

. McGee—Jr. Spec., INT
T Senick—Sr. Stk. Clk., ROA

Around The System
New Employees

. H. Vestal—Agent, INT

. I. Eads—Agent, TRI

'S, Harngalﬁl')uector Rps INT
Harris—Agent, AT

[ HuutmgLon——Ageut DCA
K. McLeod—Agent, I'LO
L. Maxey—Agent, RIC
. C. Reavis—Agent, x\’r
H. E. Reynolds—Agent,
W. Strowd—Charter P)lot INT-FB
. L. Marby, Jr.—-F/O Trainee, INT
B! Moore, Jr.—F/0 Tramee INT
E. Cline—Radio Tech.,
1. Foushee—General (,Ierk Jr, INT
M. Murphy—Pilot, ORF-FB
L. L. Mullis—F/O Trainee, INT
J. L. Burris—Janitor, INT
C. R Phillips—Ops. L]erk ORF
G, Howell—Cleaner, ROA
W E4 Sturd_lvaut—Cleaner, INIT'

Armes—Agent, ATL
Anthony—Janitor, TYS

= N
Faircloth—Line bervlcemnn OI(F
Knight—General Clerk,
Hopkins-—Jr. Sec. INT
Sher rmon MclLendon—Janitor, INT

L. Stewart—General Clerk, Jr., IA\T
.. W. Smith—QGeneral Clerk, Sr.,'IN
W Larrlngtgn Jr.—Pilot thht/

OR
. K. Lysell—Flight Inst., INT-CPA
. L. Mauck—Sales Supervi sor, DCA-FB
H. Rineha Helicopter Filot, INT
E. J. Andrews—Jr. Stock Clerk, INT
J.I;.'CASamo. Jr.—Utility Servlceman.

Frwcrma%rrn <
3 ;

shalle}

Rebecca Benjamin—Agent, MEM
A. J. Bralley—Agent, DCA
C. M. Brown—Agent, ATL
G. S. Calhoun—Agent, (‘L
8. A. Carpenter- -Agent
[.. Coan—Agent Cust Q}ex‘ DCA
H. Curtis—Agent,
B. Ferebee—Agent, EWN
R. D. Frye Agent, INT-F
?. (‘xlll"nel.\“terfAk'ellL, bca

, DCA

V Porterfr/ Tramee INT
. Barton—Helper, INT
J. Baker—Maintenance Helper,
INT-PASI
W. L. Bnrdwell-—Agen( ATL
(,eorze Bmlav&Age DCA
Brow Llerlﬁ‘ INT
-A g cn( RIC
ClarkﬁJr S

. Collins—Jr. Sec I\IT
Dinwiddie —Agent, TAD
. Douthit—Cleaner, INT
I‘rs\ntz—Agent D(‘A
. Greene—Jr. ec
0 HaJI—Genernl Clerk J’ . INT
. Hatcher--Helper, Build. Mamt

W D. Hauser—Accountant, Jr., INT

M. C. Hill—Jr. 8ec., INT

Je Jenkins—Cleaner, ATL
stice-——Agent, RD[

R V\ Lmds'waEen DC

. K. Luv&—Kev I’unch Op Jr., INT

R.
E. A
R.
i
D.
R.

7 =
fa

n

3, Janitor, INT-PASI
H.'S. Mabe—Jr. Compntcr Op., INT
Vernon Miracle—F/0, I

'1 B Newman—Agent, RIC

. Poole—-Programmer, I\T

II. L Reynolds—Cleaner, INT

D. C. Rovall—General Clerk, Jr., INT
T. B. Sallev—Cleaner, INT

M. B. Smith--Agent,

% E. Stewart—Accountant, INT

J.
N.
D.
J.
R,

T

G.
G
W.
IS

J.
Al
S.

J.
R.
w.
R,

E. L. Robinson—Agent, MEM

Trotter—Agent, MEM
Williams, Jr.—Cleaner, INT
Benson—Agent, ATL
Boyd—Agent, RDTJ
Brown—Agent, FAY
(‘olher—Af!ent ATL

nt. DC
ard— F 0 Tr‘unee INT
Watson—Janitor, INT
Sargent —Agent, DCA
§(‘ott7A|:9nt ROA
Setlock—Agent, DCA
Small—Cleaner, ROA
. Steman—Agent, ATL

it P”aﬁmgﬁ;ﬁ?’rfémr‘vm.
Ad

=

’2{*
=
&
3
2a
i
|
>
£
=
E
3
=2

=

\/Ou ONCE, =
A
DO .T CNOU JAN D

K THE Tiges” /4

J. K. Routh—Agent, ATL

Jo Lee Toler—Agent, EWN

H. Myers—Agent, ATL
. Nolan-—Agent, DCA

L.
R.
A
5

Fbaw
e
8
E
2
T
£
20y
@
B

\V E Plnl])pszgen
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C. W. Powell—. Agenl CVG
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R. L. Crawford—Cleaner, A’[‘r
L. W. Walker, Jr.—Cleaner, ORF
W. M. Hc\vett Cleaner, ILM
R. Bell—Cleaner, ATL
Ik, 5 Fvnns—"!r Radjo Tech., MEM
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R. Kinder—Agent, CRR

J. Triplett—Agent, CLT

R. Cagle—Radio Tech., DCA

H. Baity—Jr. Mech,, INT

I. Beamon—Jr. Mech INT

D. Brewer—IJr. Mech.,

L. C,mu)he]l~(‘lp“mer‘ INT

H.( unor,

(.‘ an](g:\gént ROA

P. Fairfax—Agent, DCA

W. Grant—Agent, DCA
. W._ Harris—Agent, ROA

S. Haynes—Agent, AVL
J. L. Howell—Agent, RMT
(Continued on Page Three)
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Well it’s all over now, and I hope your candidate won. Now maybe
things will settle down and we can get to the business at hand. We
had two gentlemen from our stations who were running for their sta
legislature, but I haven’t heard how they fared as of this writing?
1 won’t divulge their identities at this time, not knowing the outcome.

Winston-Salem and Forsyth County did an ‘“‘about-face’ this time
and put the Republicans in office for the first time in “many a moon.”

Was down in ATL last week and things are buzzing around there
with the construction of new facilities at the airport, which, of course,
are much needed. They enplaned 18,111 passengers in October and
deplaned 18,504. To give you some idea of what the additional capacity
of the 737 means to ATL — of these boardings in October, 69% boarded
on the jet. I want to congratulate Reggie Powell and his gang for a job

being done well.

I would like to thank all you guys and gals for the fine job you have
done in filling out the Questionnaires I have been leaving in your station
on each of my visits. We have gotten a lot of good ideas from you, of
which some have already been put into effect.

Now, it can be told, I just received teletype messages from the two
state legislature candidates I referred to earlier. Bill Hanson — CRW,
Democrat — lost by 2%, and Gene Shaw, Republican — lost to the
(as he calls them) moss-back democrats. Better luck next time! You
know, there always has to be a loser.




