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Bulldogs Earn National N A I A  Bid
AC Crew Annexes 
VSC Tourney Title 
By Record k o re

By PH IL  i iO l 'C i l lN S
T h e  N orth  S ta te  C onference  h a : ; 

a  new  ch am pion , and  for iht* f irs t 
t im e  W ilson is the  h om e  of th e  vie 
to rs .  I

A tlan tic  C h r is t ia n 's  f igh ting  Bull
dogs  b rough t h om e ev e ry th in g  bu t I  
B etty  J o  R ing. M iss N o rth  C aro 
lin a .  a s  th ey  c a p tu re d  th e  12th a n - '  
n u a l N o rth  S ta te  C onference  to u r 
n a m e n t  a t  Lexington.

In  th e  final g a m e ,  w hich m atch* 
ed  top-se<*ded lA»noir R hyne  and  tht- 
B ulldogs. AC se t  a new  te a m  s c o r 
ing riHTord w ith  106 po in ts; th*- 
boys se t  a  new  free  th row  rec o rd  
w ith  S4; they  sn ap p d  a 20 g am t 
w inning s t r e a k  fo r Lenoir R hyne; < 
an d  th e  tw o-team  to ta l of 193 points  
Is a  to u rn a m e n t  reco rd . Billy Wid
geon b ro u g h t hom e the  “ M ost Va!=  ̂
u a b le  P la y e r "  trophy , and  th re e  [ 
B ulldog s ta r s  w e re  n a m e d  to  th  
a ll to u rn ey  squad .

F o lks  In l^ x in g to n  w ere  not Im 
p re s se d  by the  supposedly  pow er
ful AC c rew  in th e  opening 
r o u n d  a s  they  b an g ed  C a 
ta w b a  83-62. T h e  ‘Dogs looked s lug 
g ish  and  m a d e  n u m e ro u s  m is ta k es  
in ra c k in g  u p  th e ir  3rd  v ic to ry  ov 
e r  the  In & an s  th is  y e a r .  Billy W id
geon an d  J o h n  M arley  led  th e  w ay  
fo r AC. W idgeon w ith 24 and  M a r 
ley w ith  22.

C a taw b a  g av e  M cC om as’ c rew  a 
h a rd  t im e  in the  f i r s t  h a lf  a s  the  
*Dogs ro lled  up  a  36-31 le a d  by 
In te rm iss ion . At o ne  t im e  d u ring  
th e  open ing  ha lf  C a taw b a  m oved  
a h e a d  25-24.

AC puUeti aw ay  a s  the  .secoi.rt 
ha lf  p ro g re s se d  a ^  ended  w ith  the  
83-62 decision  o v e r  th e  Ind ians .

T h e  second  round  of p lay  saw  
AC d o  b a tt le  w ith th e  P a n th e rs  of 
H igh Po in t, a  t e a m  w hich  h ad  
knocked  off th e  “ p o p u la r”  JCast 
C aro lin a  P i r a te s  in th e  opening 
ro u n d  of th e  to u rn a m e n t.  T h e  P a n 
th e r s  boasU*d p len ty  of sp eed  b u t 
no he igh t. T h e  huge  cro w d  of 4,000 
saw  p len ty  of ru n n in g  b u t  th e  Bull
dogs r a n  fa s te s t  w ith  th e  m ost 
and  e m e rg e d  w ith a n  82-69 win 
B u ch an an  p a v ed  th e  w ay  for th 
w in n e rs  w ith  22 points  w hile J e r r y  
W illiam s c an n e d  18 for th e  even ing .

L e n o ir  R hyne  eam i*d th e ir  way 
to  the  finals  by ed g in g  A p p a lach ian  
in th e  ( ^ - ^ in g  rour»d a n d  then  
then  dow ning s tu b b o rn  E lon  in th e  
sem i-finals .

TTie tw o  c lubs  w e re  natural.s for 
th e  f in a ls : the  B e a rs  w e re  seeded  
r»o. 1 a n d  the* Bulldogs, no. 2 in 
th e  tou rney . T h e y  both h a v e  p len ty

Sh o w n  a b o v e  in s o m e  of th e  a c t io n  w h ic h  took  p l a r e  in th e  l ^ n o l r  K h jn e - .A tli in tlc  ( 'h r U t l a n  
b a s k e tb a l l  g a m e  in ( ireenM boro  on  M a r c h  2. T h e  HulldogH w un  (h e  t i l t  94 A5. to  a d v a n c r  to th e  
N A IA  to u r n a m e n t  a t  K a n s a s  C ity .

A
C ontinued  On P a g e  F o u r

( ’o -c a p ta ln * .  R o n a ld  T e r c l s e  a n d  J e r r y  W llU am s r e c r l v e  th e  c h a m p io n s h ip  t ro p h y  
B e t ty  J o  K ing . M Ij»» N o r th  C a r o l in a .  I n s c r ib e d  on th e  a w a r d  w a »  “ N o r th  S t a t r  ( h am p ji —  *55’*.

McComasmen Route Pirates 107-98 Widgeon W in s ^ o s t  Valuable” 
In NAIA Playoff on Kinston Court

B r  Plin. H O rC H IN S  | "S tu n g  by de fea t ,  the  P l r a t e i
T h e  re d  h o t B ulldogs c o n t in u e d ' w ere  ru m o red  to  be po in ting  for a 

th e ir  b lis te r in g  to u rn a m e n t  p a c e  | r e tu rn  g a m e ” with AC on a n eu tra l  
M onday  n ig h t a s  th ey  d u m p e d  th e  | cou rt. TTie G ra ln g ie r  High g y m  in 
E a s t  C aro lina  P i r a t e s  by a  107-9 8 : K inston  Is a s  n e u tra l  a s  c an  be 
coun t in  th e  NAIA p layoffs  a t  Kin- found an d  th e  N orth  S U te  Confer-

ence  c h am p s  took the  m e a s u re  of 
by  9 points, four w orse  than  

th e  m a rg in  on th e  'D ogs hom e

stoD. T h e  B ucs, in  th e ir  b e s t  of
fensive  e ffo r t of th e  sea so n , could 
no t cope w ith th e  62 p e r  c e n t  shoot
ing a c c u ra c y  of th e  'D ogs and  lo s t floor,
th e ir  second  Ult to  AC in the  p a s t  AUantic C hrlsU an go t o ff to  a
n ine  d a y s .  qu ick  s ta r t  and  a f te r  3:57 h a d  elap-

H ow ard  P o r t e r ’s  c rew , stiU l i c k - ' sed  they  led  I M .  b u t E C  found the
ing th e ir  w ounds from  th e  she l-1 r a n g e  a n d  c losed  th e  g a p  ccmsider-
la ck in g  they  took f ro m  H igh P o i n t ' ab ly . At th e  end of the  to r r id  f irs t
in  th e  N orth  S U te  C onference  
T ourney , h ad  th re e  d a y s  o f re s t  
w hile  w a iting  fo r the  B ulldogs to
re tu rn  h om e b u t  still could n o t m u s - , ---------
t e r  th e i r  fo rces  enough to  ta k e  th e  w as  a c o m m e n t  m a d e  conce rm ng  
c h e r ish e d  "B o h u n k "  back  to  " P I - j  th e  la s t  half, b u t the  tw o  club*

h a lf  AC led 56-51 and  th e  folks in 
th e  gym  h a d  not y e t  ho is ted  th e ir  
low er ja w  back  in to  p lace. 

"S o m e th in g  h a s  to give  th is  ha lf . '

r a te  Hollow .”
J o h n  M arley . AC’s a ll con fe rence  

and  a ll to u rn a m e n t  c e n te r ,  poured  
27 po in t th rough  th e  n e ts  to  lead  
th e  ev en in g ’s firew orks. J e r r y  Wil
l ia m s  an d  K im  B u ch an an  w e re  not 
fa r  beh ind  w ith  22 a n d  20 points  
w hile  BiUy " P ( * e r f a c e ”  W idgeon 
c an n e d  17. J .  C. T h o m as  flipped in 
24 fo r the  P ir a te s .  Cecil H eath , th e  
H ues’ likab le  c a p ta in ,  f in ished out 
b is  b a sk e tb a l l  c a r e e r  a t  th e  G re e n 
v ille  school w ith h is  u su a l fine p e r 
fo rm an c e , H e co llected  16 points  
fo r th e  g a m e .

k ep t up  th e ir  unbe lievab le  pace . At 
one t im e  th e  P ir a te s  h ad  c losed  the 
lead  to  a m igh ty  slim  i(0-89 m a rg in  
b u t  th e  ’Dogs bore  dow n to  pull 
f u r th e r  ahead .

"W hen  AC’s  la s t  hopes w ere  fad 
ing , in w en t E C ’s fouling te a m ,"  
the  ba ll ge tte rs .  A fte r a few m in 
u tes  of ban g in g  on AC’s  g u a rd s  who i 
w en t in to  a  freeze, th e  Bulldogs 
h a d  w idened th e ir  lead  to  11 point* 
m a in ly  on  free  throw s.

As th e  final gun  sounded . C oach 
M cC om as’s  c rew  h ad  won th e ir  21st 
g a m e  of the  c a m p a ig n  by  107-98.

"T h ii y e a r 's  m o»t v a lu ab le  play- 
r  a w a rd  (joes V> Hilly W idgeon”  
TlM-y wi-rc thi- w ords tl^at th<- IV 

A »y»t<m IxKimt'd w ith when the 
Ni-wp<)rl l*na?ih" won Uie ’55 edi- 

tion of the  "M o s t  V aluab le  P la y 
e r "  trophy  a t  U -xlngton.

W idgeon a m a z e d  th e  c row d d u r 
ing th< e n t i re  t j ju rn am en t w ith his 
a r r a y  of sho ts  His ju m p  »hot w as 
uncanny , h is  se t shots  w e re  d e a d 
ly. and  h is  d r iv e s  could h a rd ly  be  
stopped.

His th re e  g a m e  sco ring  tu ta t 
w as  65 points  for a 21.6 scoring  
av e rag e .  In one g a m e  he c am e  
b ack  Into (he g a m e  afti-r a bri(-f 
r e s t  an d  h it  four field g o a ls  in a 
ro « ' to  b re a k  th e  g a m e  open.

D ow n B ea rs  94-85 
jF or D is tr ic t C row n

O w c h  J a c k  M oComa»'» v a lllan t 
Bulldogs "tipcned on g u ts "  and  U*- 
n<»lr U hynr » li**ur» ’ fo ld rd “  a s  the 
AC c rew  k>attl(*d lt» w ay ti> th^ 
NAIA d u t r k ' t  26 champumikhip « i k 1 
< tr ip  to KMn»as O ty .

TTu* BuDdogK outlukt(*d thc« lic«M  
th rough  tw o grue ling  wr<*ks of 
k f tU il l  and  finally  km x 'ked  th r m  
*iff. 94-*5. W e d m ^ lu y  n igh t in 

iG rr rn s lx jro .  T he  g a m e  m a tc h e d  tb r  
4m e  two aguad» th a t fought for 

the  N orth  St^ile C<»nft re n re  Cham* 
(Uonfthip a t  U 'Xingtm i and  U*nolr 
Uhyne c am c  ou t t»n the Khort end 
>f th e  kcore a g a in  W edneaday'K 

tilt wan AC‘» th ird  win in four 
tricN againKt l^m >ir Rhyne.

I Again, it wax J o h n  M arley  who 
[It'd the  »ct>rlng for the  l*>cjil». thlx 
I  t im t ' w ith 21 Ron P o rc ise  a n d  K im  
]H uchanun  chtpp<*d in w ith 20 each .
; while Bill Tomllniion, AC‘n flashy 
[ r e s e rv e  guard , h it 10 f«»r the  night.
I R ae fo rd  W»‘11k ai>d Bob O r tm y e r  
I got 34 iind 27 reKp(*i'tlvely to hog 
m ost of the  scoring  for the  loaers.

I A tlantic  C h ru t la n  <>)>rned fa s t  and 
I  very  quickly led 16-3. b u t th e  l ie a rs  
ra l l ied  to close the  g a p  AC‘s lead 

' stayi-d Ix’tw c rn  6 and 12 p<»lnU m ost 
of the  f irs t ha lf  and  a t  in te rm u s lo r t  

i  they  w ere  out fron  41*37.
At one t im e  d u rin g  th e  final 

I tw en ty  minut4*s, "I*appy*’ l lam ll-  
I t/>n'i cr»*w c u m e  w ith in  3 polntji. 
bu t once a g a in  the  'D ogs ra ll ie d  
th e ir  fo rces an d  su rged  in to  a com - 
fortiibU* U'ad.

W (*dnesday's v ic to ry  w as  the 
e igh t s t ra ig h t  for AC and  th e  twen- 
ty -rccond  of the  sea so n  a;* agalivit 
six se tbacks .

Sunday  m<jrning the  AC ac«*- 
w ere  to b o a rd  a p lane  for K antd> 
C ity w here  they  will s c r a p  for n a 
tional honors  in the  NAIA tourm*y.

Chapel Program 
Honors Champs

Ky R l 'B V  H K iG IN K
An ovation  th a t  see m e d  a«i though 

i t  would tak e  the  roof of llow 
a rd  Chap«*l w as  h e a rd  on  W edno*

I day . M arch  2. w hen  M r. Alien 
I S h a rp  presld ix l ov er  the  c h ap e l  pro- 
I  g ra m  to honor o u r  vlct4>rl(His Bull- 
I dogs.
! M r. S h a rp  nK 'alh 'd  th e  s t a e m m t  

m a d e  a t  Uie o{M*nlng of the 
son t h a t . l t  w as  ou r f irs t s top  on 
U»e ro ad  t<» K an sas  C ity. I l i e  coach 
aftd th e  lx>ys m e a n t  th is  a t u i  th ry  
w ere  d«*termln<*d to  m a k e  It a re a h -  
ty.

I Mr. S h a rp  a lso  stat4'<l th a t  the  
I re a so n  th<* pii{x*rs have  1k*«i j  io  kui 
I to u.H Is Ix 'cause of o u r  fighting 
’ sp irit.  A ccording  to M r. Sharj). th- 
Mi*)ys a re  loved by tlie i t u d e n t : , 

the  iH*oj>le of Wllurm, an d  “ even  
; the fac u lty ."

'l*hen the coveti*d f irs t  p lace  to u r 
n a m e n t  trophy  w as preM'nti-d to 
the  C oach  a nd  th e  ch am p io n s , w ith  
an a v e ra g e  of 91.3 {M*r gam e . Wh«.*n 

, th e  (.’oach  receiv**d the  tro|>hy, the  
ap p la u se  w as not only m o s t g r a 
cious. b u t als«> th u n d e ro u s  In lt« 
(>ff<’ct. C oach NU'Comas s ta ted  th a t  
he  and  the  bfjys rea lly  a)]prcclat4<l 
Uie s u p p o r t  and  following of Xh*' 
facu lty , s tu d en ts ,  and  th e  j>eople 
of Wilson.

N ex t J im  H(4>be, a s s is tan t  coach , 
e a rn e s t ly  s ta ted  th a t  “ as long as 
Hv k eep  old R o o s tr r ' a ro u n d  ev> 
e ry th in g  will t>e all r ig h t .’*

R esound ing  a p p lau se  f o l l o w 
ed eac h  Bulldog as he  w as  ho n 
o re d  on s t a g e .  T h e y  w ere  
J e r r y  W illiam s. R onak i P e rc U e . 
J o h n  M arley , Billy W idgeon, J im  
P eeb les .  K im  B u ch a n an , C lia rlM  
H e ste r ,  Ronald  B ak e r ,  Bill B e a c h ' 
am , BiUy Tom linson , N icky L az2o,

C ontinued On P a g e  F o u r

B IL L Y  W ID G E O N

Atlantic Christian, Lenoir Rhyne 
Dominate All-Tournament Team

A tlan tic  C h ris t ian  and  I>enoir. R ae fo rd  Wells, K lon’s 6’S" E d  Ju -  
R hyne  dominat<-d th e  A ll-Tourna- r a t lc .  a n d  High (Quint's 6’4”  J a c k  
m e n t  te a m  a f te r  the  I2th a n n u a l | Pow ell. T ho  second five on  th e  all- 
N orth  S ta te  C onfe rence  T o u m a - ' to u rn e y  sq u ad  U  U -m ilr R h y n e ’s 
m en t.  i Bob O r tm y e r  a n d  Kloyd P r o p t t ,

A vote  by  sp o rto w rile rs  and  an-1 AC’s J e r r y  W illiam s, H igh P o in t’* 
nouncfn'S show ed th a t  Rllly W idge - ' Boti D avidson, and  A p p a lac h ia n 's  
on w as  the  only  un an im o u s  c h o ic e ! D ave  A berna thy , 
on th e  m y th ic a l  s ta r -s tu d d ed  sq u ad  TTie f i r s t  te a m  a ll- to u m ey  te a m s  

T h e  f i r s t  te a m  w a s  c o m p o s t  of {shows an  a v e r a g e  h e ig h t b e t te r  
AC’s 6 'U ’’ J o h n  M ar ley . and  6’1’’ th an  6 '5 "  p e r  m a n ,  w ith  Wldgetin 
Billy W idgeon, L eno ir R h y n e ’s 6’6 "  I  a t  6’1’’ th e  " s h o r ty "  of the  c row d.


