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T h is  w eek , th e  ed ito r  rece ived  a  le t te r  from  an  m dividual 

w hich  q u i te  a d e q u a te ly  p o r tray s  h is ow n fee lings  on the  sub jec t ot 

I ran . F o r  th is  re a so n ,  th is  w e e k 's  ed ito ria l h as  b een  rep laced  with 

a  L e tte r  to  th e  E dito r.

Letter to the Editor

D ear Editor,
Yesslr, patriotic spirits are running high these days. People of 

every creed are  stand ing  up and yelling to Jim my Carter: “ Bomb 
the Ayatollah. D eath to the  lunatic .”  All over the place, we are, as 
a whole [well, a lm ost], united  in our stand against the new leaders 

of Iran.

It occurs to me that, in all fa irness to the  people of the world 
th a t the Iranians may be In the right. Yes, they may have some 
justifiab le  reason for w anting  the  shah back in their country . And 
they may even be justified  In their determ ination to fight the 

“ Im peria lism " of the United States of America.

W e d o n ’t hear that word anym ore. Im perialism . Sounds like 
som ething out of the late n ineteen th  century , or perhaps out of 
com m unist p ropoganda m agazines of the late sixties. But it is 
perhaps a  true  accusation when levelled against the larger 
industrial nations of the world. Not that there is anything wrong 
with keeping em bassies in foreign nations. But we m ust stop and 
ask ourselves: does espionage go on, headquartered  in our 
em b ass ies?  Arc we, like we accuse the “ com m ies” , involved in 
try ing to control governm ents so that they will be our friends? And 
are  we supporting  ty ran ts, like the  shah , who m urder people, 
re fu se  freedom  to their sub jects, and eventually cause the type of 
destruction  (In the  o ther direction] that is being witnessed in Iran 
now?

I believe that we, the governm ent and people of the United 
S la tes, m ust take a  g reat deal of the responsibility for the plight of 
the A m ericans im prisoned In Iran . W e have, though our attem pts 
to stay in the  good graces of the  rich oU dictators of the world, 
sp u rred  the  an g e r  that has led to attacks on our em bassies around 

the  world. The sm all nations are  standing up. They refuse to take 
us on our term s anym ore.

And w hat is the  Am erican response to this? Rather than 
app laud  the  a ttem p ts  of s tu d en ts  fighting to establish a new 
governm ent th a t is responsive to the culture of Iran, we threaten 
to “ re ta lia te .”

1 suppose we are  going to have to bomb ourselves, in order to 
keep th is thing  from happening again.

For those  of you not able to understand  my line of reasoning, 
rU  pu l it to you In sim ple m athem atical term s: If “ a ”  causes “ b ”  
to hap p en , then  “ a ”  decides to punish those responsible for “ b ” , 
then  “ a ”  is going to be the object of pim lshm ent.

Yes the  Ayatollah Is a bit crazy by our standards. But I cannot 
help but rem em b er that Iranian studen ts have been scream ing to 
the  people of the  United S u te s  to help them , to help get the shah 
deposed  because  he trea ten ed  the  freedom  that the students 
thought we A m ericans cherished so much and wanted the worid to 
sh are .

1 wonder w here they got that silly idea.

%

Life on the Lunatic Fringe
C h a p te r  1 -  And You Think This is Easy??

It

by J F P  & CJB 

They descended  on S am b o ’s 

a t 3 a .m . T here  w ere  only tw o of 

them  now, the  ed ito r an d  his 

tru s ty  gopher. They only h a d  

th ree  dollars and  fifty cen ts  

be tw een  th em , b u t it d id n ’t  

m atte r .  T heir p u rpose  w as not 

to  ea t, b u t to  escape .

It was a ritua l now: work on 

the  pap e r  until one or tw o, th en  

break for S am b o ’s, the  only 

place open . They w ere  insane; 

insane to  be  th e re  w orking all 
n igh t long on th e  p aper, in sane  

to be  a t S am bo’s. But som eone 

h ad  to  do it. Som eone h ad  to  g e t  

th e  p a p e r  done.

T here  w ere  h e lp e rs  once in a 

w hile. People who w an ted  to 

help b u t really  d id n ’t  u n d e r 

s tand  the  fifteen  th o u sa n d  do l

lars w orth of sensitive  e q u ip 

m ent. T here  w ere  th o se  w ho 

sa id  they  would help , b u t  nev e r  

show ed up. But th e  reg u la r  

crew, th e  ed ito r an d  th e  go p h er , 

w ere  th e re , s tay ing  up  all n igh t, 

pu ttin g  th e  p ap e r  to  b ed .

Their bloodsho t eyes rev ea led  

to  everyone in th e  p lace(all six 

of them ) th a t  th e s e  w ere  s tu 

den ts . Usually, th e ir  en tra n c e  

w as m arked  by slapstick  antics , 

or sem i-loud com plain ing . T hey 

d ressed , a lm ost alw ays, in 

e ith er  su its  with loose t ie s  and  

sh ir ts leeves rolled  up  (carry ing 

th e ir  coats over th e ir  shou lde rs), 

o r in b lue jeans an d  various 

je rsey s . The ed ito r  w ore sn e ak 

e rs  w ith his suit; th e  g o p h er ,

w orkboo ts .  T h e  w a i t r e s s e s  n e 

v e r  fo u g h t  to  g e t  to  t h e m :  th e y  

w ere  lousy  t ip p e r s ,  u n l e s s  o n e  

of th e m  h a d  r e m e m b e r e d  to  

save  e n o u g h  o f  t h e i r  w e e k e n d  

m o n ey  to  b e  a b le  to  p u r c h a s e  

m o re  th a n  a  s a la d  a n d  co f fe e .

DOONESBURY

I t w as December, and- 

w e a th e r  h ad  turned sea*,' 
co o le r .  Tw enty six d e g r ^

sign  across the street said TV
w e re  w rap p ed  in h e a n 'J  

a n d  th e  ed ito r’s glasses,., 

e d  u p  a s  he  walked in.

I ’m  grow ing steadily tiret 

t h i s , ”  h e  said. ' ‘Everv 

y o u  a n d  I spend Sunday nif 

p u t t in g  together  a paper 

w h a te v e r  scraps of news*, 4
d ig  u p .  1 want to be perfej 

h o n e s t  w ith you: I don’t bk 

t h e  p a p e r .  But you are gettij; 
b e  a  b i t  of a bother.”

“ You want coffee?” the«t 
re ss  asked.

T h e  gopher looked at : 
m e n u .

“ N o ,”  replied the editor,; 
loo k in g  a t her.

“ H ey , I wanted coffee," 5 

g o p h e r  sa id  as he realized tk 

t h e  w a i t re ss  was gone.

“ 1 d id n ’t. We havetodrinl 

all n ig h t  at the office, anii 

w o u ld  like something a k  

d i f fe re n t  when 1 come here,"

“ H a lf  the  fun of coming' 

S a m b o ’s , ”  the gopher argue, 

“ is d rin k in g  four or five cups: 

co ffe e  an d  spending the rest: 

th e  n ig h t  running to the bat: 

r o o m .”

See Page 5

by Garry Trudeay
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