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DINING H U L  PROBLEM: ACUTE?
Recently, while reading the “Greensboro Daily News,” 

we noticed an article stating that students at Wake Forest 
College were so dissatisfied with the service in their dining 
hall that they were contemplating a boycott.

These students obviously are concerned with a problem 
which is ever present on college campuses. Or to be more 
emphatic, the Wake Forest students have decided on taking 
active steps toward solving a problem with which even we, 
here at Bennett, are concerned.

The boycott step may seem a pretty drastic one to peo
ple who are well-fed and do not suffer hunger pangs between 
meals but to those who do leave dining halls with a feeling 
of dissatisfaction any step toward satisfaction is attractive.

It is not suggested that the personnel in charge of the 
dining hall gear their menus to the personal likes and dislikes 
of every student. But the present situation in our dining 
hall makes us wonder if the dining hall staff has yet to 
realize that there are more students on campus at the pre- 
8<\nt time than previously, and therefore, that more food 
slioHla be pfepa'red. The absence of the once frequent trend 
of “seconds” at the dinner meal is also a puzzlement.

Is there not a dining hall committee composed of staff 
and students? If there is such a creature existing, does it 
plan to function? We do not wish to overlook the progress 
being made in reducing the periods for standing in line at 
the meals served cafeteria style, nor the addition of silver, 
china, tables, and chairs. But it seems that more food would 
hardly be out of order. After all, birthday dinners only come 
periodically and regular meals at Farley’s are expensive.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor

I feel more than grateful to you 
of Bennett for making my days 
on your campus more enjoyable. 
I  was remarkably impressed by 
many kind gestures shown toward 
my daughter Shirley Ann and me. 
I  later realized that these gestures 
-of kindness were just a part of 
the warmness of Bennett.

The junior counselling system 
impressed me as being weU or
ganized. The counselors were real
ly  like “big sisters.” All my fears 
of leaving Shirley Ann scared and 
drifting on the own were soon dis
placed.

The faculty meeting was very 
interesting and with my limitled 
experience in education the re 
ports were handled very demo
cratically. The faculty with its 
wide range of resources impressed 
that Bennett is a progressive insti
tution for higher learning. The 
enthusiasm expressed, impressed 
me that president and faculty are 
interested in the development of 
the whole student in the latest 
techniques and procedures for the 

• competitive world ahead.
The strength of the head of a 

family adds greatness to the fam
ily. The head, in the person of 
Dr. Player, who is gentle, warm

and self-assured, exemplifies that 
greatness. 'TOie Bennett family is 
great.

I feel that I enjoyed the full
ness of Bennett and was deeply 
impressed. I enjoyed visiting the 
chapel, the library, the Little 
Theatre and the gym. I feel defi
nitely that Bennett is immeasur
ably prepared to fill the aspira
tions of her students. That they 
may realize the divine sovereign 
of their strength, contemplate his
tory, comprehend the sciences, 
meditate in areas of thought things 
that were once strange. Bennett is 
dynamic.

Sincerely yours,
Mrs. Thelma Baker 
1111 Brooklyn 
Kansas City, Missouri 
October 12, 1960

To the Editor:
Acknowledging the fact that the 

first issue of the Bennett Banner 
was nice I wish to commend the 
staff. Along with my commenda
tion, however, I wish to make a 
suggestion. I noticed that there 
were quite a few articles by the 
friends of the Editor. While I 
grant that these entries were nice 
may I say that I would have pre
ferred seeing more from other of

“Do you th ink that Seniors 

should have special p r iv i 

leges?

Shirley Thompson, senior, Eng
lish major; “After having been 
here at Bennett for three years, 
I think that the seniors should be 
allowed to have first-rate privi
leges that underclassmen should 
not be permitted to enjoy.

“I think that seniors should be 
able to dine at approved places 

without having to secure special 
permission for an extension of 
time. For example; seniors should 
have to report back on campus at 
8; 30 p.m. instead of 7:00 p.m. 
Seniors should be allowed to go 
to the drugstore after 9:00 p.m. 
and no senior would go later than 
10:00 p.m.”

Anne Brown, senior, elementary 
education major: “I would rec
ommend that seniors be given 
special privileges if a reasonable 
academic average is maintained.

“I feel that seniors should have 
the privilege of riding in cars; the 
privilege of overnight visiting on 
weekends in the city; passes for 
the weekend for one o’clock and 
one thirty; callers in the dormi
tories any time during the day 
until eleven o’clock; permission to 
attend any dance regardless of 
time and date. I do not feel that 
aer^ors should have to attend 
compulsory week-day chapel and 
that seniors should have to re
ceive special permission for visits 
at home.”

Gloria McKnight, senior, pre
medical major: “I feel that sen
iors should have the following 
privileges: (1) Seniors should be 
able to stay out until 12:00 p.m. 
on weekends; (2) Seniors should

AS I SEE IT
By Carolyn James

Shirley Thompson Anne Brown

be able to ride in cars with dormi
tory permission; (3) Seniors 
should be able to sign out for a 
weekend to whatever place they 
would wish to go; (4) Seniors 
should be able to attend all social 
affairs after athletic functions at 
A & T, including the homecoming 
dance; (5) Seniors should be able 
to have their parents here for the 
commencement week-end—free of 
charge.

“I feel that these privileges 
wiU help Bennett seniors become 
as distinguished on this campus 
as they are on other campuses.”

Daisy Robinson, senior, home 
economics major: “TJhese are the 
privileges that I would like to see 
the Bennett seniors have: (1)
Seniors should be free to plan and 
carry out their own social activi
ties for weekends without the 
customary chaperones and coiuisel 
One Saturday night in each month 
should be designated “Senior 
Night” for these purposes; (2) 
Seniors who desire it should have 
cars on campus; (3) Seniors 
should have a “stop day” each 
year in honor of their achieve
ments. (4) Seniors should be e- 
liminated from dining hall duty, 
and (5) CaUing hours for seniors 
should be extended from 9:30 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m.”

our students. And while I ap
preciate “way out” poetry, I must 
confess that the point in the one 
that you printed completely es
caped me.

Yours truly 

Indignant

Dear Editor:
An article in the first issue of 

the “Banner” included a listing of 
the lyceum attractions for the pre
sent school year with statements 
of complaints about the lack of 
variety in the selection of attrac
tions.

I agree with the idea that there 
should be variety in lyceum pro
gramming. But I realize that such 
varied programming entails a 
large amount of mental exertion 
on the part of the lyceum com
mittee and since most students 
attend lyceum programs in order 
to fill out little white cards, the 
extra work required to stimulate 
an interest in culture per se, 
would be a waste of time.

Therefore, why don’t  we accept 
the programming as it stands and 
kindly thank the lyceum com
mittee for its efforts?

“Interested”

BENNETT GRADUATES 
ACHIEVE

President Willa Player, in an 
address to the Bennett famUy at 
the formal chapel service held 
on October 17, stated that of al
most 3,000 graduates, since 1920, 
80 per cent are married and 40 
per cent are married and work
ing. She also stated that Bennett 
graduates further their educa
tion in graduate school through
out the nation.

Graduates cited for achieve
ment included Miss Laura Saw
yer ’60, who is studying in the 
School of Law, University of 
Iowa, and iMirs. Barbara Crutch
field Moore ’54, who is employed 
as a federal attorney, the Social 
Security Division, United States 
Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, who was a recent 
visitor.

STUDENTS FAVOR KENNEDY

In a mock election held recent 
ly, Bennett students indicated that 
Senator John Kennedy is their 
choice for the next President of 
the United States. This mock elec
tion was directed by the 121 poli
tical science class. Four dormi' 
tories reported Kennedy as their 
favorite and one dormitory, Kent 
Hall, was in favor of Vice-Presi- 
dent Nixon.

One of the pressing issues for 
over one hundred years has been 
that of civil rights. Although the 
Negro has come a long way in  his 
struggle for civil liberties, the 
battle is not won.

The society in which we Uve is 
fully aware of the injustices suf
fered by the Negro. Yet, this 
does not change conditions. The 
structure of society will not 
change until the Negro exerts aU 
of his powers to finally overcome 
the indignities he encounters 
throughout the United States 
each day.

It is quite disturbing to hear 
Negroes continue to question poli
tical figures on their stand on 
civil rights. It should be evident 
by now that no politician, be he 
northerner or southerner, has a 
genuine stand on civil rights.

The time is now, as it has been 
since the Emancipation Pro
clamation, for the Negro to take 
his own stand on “rights.” Key 
figures realize that civil rights is 
a “sore spot’’ with the Negro. 
Many times they use this to their 
advantage, as a means of obtain
ing desired goals.

Two important factors in this 
life long “rights” struggle have 
been stressed time and again to 
the Negro. They are the ballot, 
and the almighty dollar. Even 
these two powers are not enough 
if used unwisely.

Practical application in every
day life is one method the Negro 
does not utilize. Action, rather 
than words, is the only effective 
way in our modem society. We 
must all be united in ouf discon
ten t if progress is to be. made.

Atlanta, Georgia is a good il
lustration of people working to
gether. It is by far no utopia, 
but it is located in the center of 
the “hard core” south. An im
portant factor in the development 
of Atlanta is the cooperation of 
the masses and intellect, working 
toward one common goal, that of 
respect from their fellow man.

This community could very 
well be called the most proper- 
ous Negro commimity in the 
south. Not because there is 
more money found in Atlanta, but 
because the doUar is used wisely 
to promote the general welfare 
of the community.

Our course of thinking must be 
altered to include other import
ant issues which face us as a 
people. No government is going 
to grant “rights” to us. They 
must be demanded through ac
tion rather than words.
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