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THE INQUIRING REPORTER
Question: What do you thiiik about Birmingham and its racial prob­

lems?

Respondents: Three Bennett students from Birmingham, Alabama.

..^Frances Kelly 

_Willette Daye,
Jo Laurence Richardson 

_________Lilia Alphonse

____________ Verna Venson, Myra Phillips,
Tommie Miller, Eleanor Davis, Lillie Madison, 
Sandra Satterwhite, Jewelle Merritt, Cathy 
Bounds, Patricia Greene

TYPISTS__________________ Sylvia Duncan, Velma Harris,
Yvonne Pannell, Laura Coleman, Elaine Brown

Challenge of Individuality
“Who so would be a man must be a nonconformist. He 

who would gather immortal psalms must not be hindered by 
the name of goodness. Nothing is at last sacred but the in­
tegrity of your own mind . . . What I must do is all that 
concerns me, not what the people think . . .  It is easy to live 
after our own, but the great man is he who in the midst of 
the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness the independence of 
solitude”. . .

The words of Ralph W. Emerson so vividly reflect the 
qualities of a state “so noble” in mankind, the virtue of in­
dividuality. But have we today lost this basic quality ? If not, 
then to what extent has it been modified ?

^There ia in the world today, a prevalence of conformity. 
M¥s§^ed]hction” of persons in tda  common line'of tnought, 

a particular mode of behavior and a c e r t a i n  line of exp^s- 
sion. When then is there a place for individuality? What 
space does it occupy in our evaluation of qualities? Are we 
losing the most important aspect of our democracy — Free­
dom of expression and belief?

I t  is an important realization tha t “I” am separate from all 
others, tha t my chief aim in life is not the same as all others 
and neither can it be satisfied by the same course tha t others 
may take. ' ’

Do we ever stop to think before we become a member 
o f the bandwagon? Is this really what I want? Is this really 
w hat I believe in? Do we merely accept the views of others 
and follow in their general direction?

I t  is quite true that to stand alone will, a t times, mean 
social exile or complete isolation from the “popular group,” 
but is it not better to stand alone for a cause in which you 
believe and which you can justify than to follow “the main 
stream ” and act ju st because others are?

B a rb a ra  P h a r -  
r  i s, sophomore 
clinical psycho 
logy m ajor. “M; 
feelings about thi 
rac ia l situatioi 
i n  B irm ingham  
are  the  sam e a 
those of any N e­
gro. K n o w i n g  \
th a t I am  a m e m - p f ^  
ber of a m inority
group, and due to the  color of m y 
skin, I am  denied th e  opportun i­
ties g ran ted  those persons of ligh t­
e r  sltin p igm entation. This s itu a ­
tion is particu la rly  acute in  m y 
hom e state. Realizing th e  tension 
and un res t th a t  exists in B irm ing ­
ham , plus th e  know ledge of my 
relatives and friends living within 
th is band  of tension, sometim es 
causes a feeling of sorrow  and de ­
pression.

“The pressure and  tension tha t 
is p resen t in B irm ingham  is sim i­
la r  to tha t in Cam bridge, M ary ­
land and elsew here th roughou t the 
U nited S tates w here  Negroes are 
rising against th e ir  oppressors. 
W hen one w an ts  to a tta in  a 
certain  height, he strives w ith  all 
physical and m en ta l faculties to 
ach ie /e  this position. Sudh char­
acterizes the  N egro’s struggle.

“My Greatest hope is th a t  the 
day w ill come w hen  Am ericans, 
not only! A labam ans, can see each 
o ther as men, w om en and children, 
no t as b lack or w hite .”

D orothy Butler, 
sophomlore, p re -  
1 a w  ^ a jo r .  “ I 
feel p i t y
and c ^ p e m p t fo r 
th e  w m te sou th ­
erners  ’ of A la- 
b a m a i  I p i t y |  
them , first of all, |  
because th ey  are  
too ig n Jran t to i , 
realize th a t th e ir

ing in tegration . They are m erely 
fighting because the  Negro’s skin 
is b lack  and because the  most 
“honorab le” G overnor W allace 
says th a t  “ the re  w ill be no in ­
tegration in the state of Alabama.

“I have contem pt for them  be­
cause of the  m isery  and  unhapp i­
ness they  have b rought to my 
race. The u ltim ate  resu lt of the ir  
barbarous and  cow ardly action 
has snuffed out th e  lives of four 
innocent children fu rth e r  m aking 
the w hole country  and  the  w orld  
aw are  of the  ugliness of d iscrim i­
nation .”

L au ra  Coleman, ........................
senior, e lem ent- 
a r  y  education 
m ajor. “Nestled 
in a valley  is a 
seem ingly quiet 
city nam ed  B lrm - 
i n  g h  a m, A la ­
bam a. O bserving 
th e  city from  its 
s u  r  r  o u  n  ding 
m ountains o n e
m ay  th ink  th a t th is is a valley  of 
conten tm ent and happiness. This, 
how ever, is f a r  from  th e  tru th . 
B irm ingham  is a city encased in 
fea r  and  tension; one th a t  is really  
very  h ard  to describe.

“People in th is city  have become 
very  edgy due to th e  recen t racial 
problems. I t is not safe to go out 
a t night, all business should be 
transacted  in  th e  daylight. Police 
protection  is no t adequate.

“B irm ingham  is know n as the  
‘Steel C enter of th e  South’. B e­
cause of th is i t  has a different 
socio-economic group th a n  th a t  of 
some leading sou thern  cities. M any 
citizens w ho w ork  in  th e  steel 
p lants have  not received adequate 
education, thus heigh ten ing  the  
rac ia l problem s.

“The businessm en are  ju s t r e a l ­
izing th e  seriousness of th e  racial 
prob lem  in B irm ingham . W hen

prejudices anC ste ro type visions m ore people on th is  level speak 
of th e  Negro are  slow ly destroying out in favo r of rac ia l harm ony, 
the  principles upon w hich  th is  ha lf  of th e  b a ttle  w ill be won. I 
coun try  w as founded. j am  to ld  th a t  th e  tension in this

“Secondly they  have  no reasons city is easing. I  rea lly  hope th a t  
w hich I  consider va lid  fo r o p p o s-1 it  is.”

LET’S HAVE A TALK
Is the fact tha t you don’t  have 

a new dress for every dance im ­
portant to you? Is the fact tha t you 
do not have a t least five boys in­
terested in you im portant? Is the 
fact tha t you are not doing your 
best academic w ork unportant to 

you?
These questions may seem to be 

silly at first glance but in tru th  
they represent to some extent the 
basic value system found here on 
campus- It seems to me tha t we as 
students should examine ourselves 
and find out exactly w hat is im ­
portant to us. In  these critical 
times we as young Negro students 
should have some very definite 
value standards if we are to be 
successful in our lifetime.

Many of Us do not seem to rea l­
ize tha t our values are shaped by 
oux everyday actions. 1 am sure 
that if we realized this fact many 
of the annoying habits that have 
become characteristic of our cam­
pus would disappear. Rum or and 
idle gossip have been reborn—the 
nex t time you enter the chapel 
take a look—Miss Idle Gossip is 
buried—le t’s keep her tha t way.

When you w alk out of the  li­
brary w ithout checking out a book 
properly, w hat do you call it? I 
call it stealing. When you use the 
side doors after 6:00 p.m. do you 
realize that you may be exposing 
your fellow sisters to danger from 
“the m an in the street?” When 
you “neck” w ith your current 
flame for two or three hours, ask 
yourself w hat do you know about 
this person—you may be surprised 
w ith the answer. Remember girls, 
the parlors w ere designed for your 
use.

L et’s be considerate of our sis­
ters by cutting down on the noise. 
There is no need to hear the noise 
from the dormitorjj' Y'hen standing 
on the outside.

I am sure tha t if we realize tha t 
these habits and characteristics are 
easy to form but hard to break, we 
will be less anxious to  acquire 
them. Let’s remember tha t as in ­
dividuals our parents, relatives and 
friends are looking a t us and as 
Negroes, society is looking a t  us.

Respectfully?
Jo  Laurence Riohardson

a share of the responsibility. I t must be realized tha t the 
days of the double standard in education are drawing to a 
close and graduates will be expected to compete on national

  _______^__  _ levels and will be judged according to national norms. An
This, however, does not reflect a pessimistic^ attitude for institution is failing its students when it graduates inferior

this is an unfair judgment which avoids the weighing of all 
sides of a situation. I t does imply, however, a bit of skepti­
cism, a bit of realization of one’s own uniqueness, and, above 
all, an understanding of one’s self as a separate entity. This 
entity is capable of making her own decisions and thus guid­
ing her behavior into channels most beneficial to the better-

ment of her person. _ j .e a n CES CAMPBELL
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RECORD CORNFJR
Hey there, record collectors and 

album lovers! For the nex t eight 
issues, come and swing w ith vs 
in the Record Corner. We have a 
sampling of classical, popular, and 
tha t good old rock and roll, so 
stick around. We may m ention your 
favorites!

On the classical scene this month, 
pianist Clifford Curzon paints the 
romantic ecstacy of the Brahms

Unreadiness?
Many of us have become disturbed about the recent in­

dictments being made against Negro institutions, their stu­
dents and teachers. Author Louis E. Lomax and many others 
have advanced the theory tha t the Negro student today is no. 
academically or intellectually prepared to take advantage of 
the very opportunities th a t he is striving to obtain. 1 he 
move for equal rights and opportunities has been greatly 
accelerated because of the efforts of the college students; yet, 
the point is made that they themselves often are not able to 
benefit from their efforts.

Regardless of the speculation as to whether or not this 
accusation is justified, there have been incidents in which 
discrimination barriers were lowered and there were found 
no qualified Negro applicants. Perhaps this is true only in a 
few cases, but even this few is too many. We have not as 
yet reached the point where all people are accepted on in­
dividual merit and it is still necessary for a selected few to 
“prove” the worthiness of the masses.

Who’s to blame for this unreadiness — administration, 
-instructors, or students themselves? All of these must bear

persons
On our campus there are too many intellectually apathet­

ic students. In too many instances, there is lack of the pur­
suit of knowledge as an end in itself. There are too many 
“degree-seekers” and too few students. Perhaps this is due 
to the fact that many young women are still under the
erroneous impression that because woman’s primary role in- so^^ta in F Minor and the dark, 
volves home and family care, she needs only the barest I sweet sounds of his two Interme*'
mum of education.

This is a nineteenth century concept of the female role.
On our shoulders will rest the responsibility of raising a 
generation that will have to compete as never before and 
will have to meet unlimited demands. Can we prepare them 
if we ourselves are inferior?

Perhaps no one is more aware of the importance of a 
good job, money, and security than is the Negro in America.
For so long he has had to struggle against unlimited odds to 
secure these comforts. But should these be goals within 
themselves or should they be necessary stepping stones to 
more idealistic and spiritually rewarding goals? Man must 
not find ultimate satisfaction in material comforts but ob­
taining these, must search beyond for higher and more noble 
rewards. Striving for these noble attainments is the essence 
of the good life.

It is our responsibility to prove our readiness and to 
eliminate even the few cases of unpreparedness. However, 
in order to improve, we must recognize our deficiencies and 
not try to hide them. Sit-ins, kneel-ins, and wade-ins are use­
ful and effective devices, but along with these we must also 
try  study-ins!

—SHEILA C. BRINKLEY

zos in a beautiful blending of tones. 
On the London label for you vio­
lin fans (M.T.) Jasoha Heifetz pe r ­
forms the brilliant Beethoven Vio­
lin Sonatas in their entirety. His 
exquisite rendering of these pieces 
is precise and imaginative. A must 
for all campus “long-hairs.”

Popularly speaking, the excep­
tional Ju lie London “torches it” 
heavily on her latest LP called 
Julie’s Golden Greats. “Cry Me a 
River” is one of the best on this 
album. As for the folk music buffs, 
Johnny Cash in his album. The 
Best of Johnny Cash comes on 
Strong, with the vibrant force of 
his powerful personality.

We all k n o w  tha t R a y  
Charles is “Busted”. As for the 
new scene. Ruby and The Roman­
tics have a ballad with a way-out 
guitar, called “Young Wings Can 
F ly.” I t should go far.


