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Kittrell To Work As 

Hostess for GGO Week
Rhonda Kittrell, a freshm an, 

has been selected as B ennett’s 
representative on the roster of 
hostesses for the G reater G reens
boro Open, the annual spring to u r 
nam ent which a ttracts  such stars 
of golfdom as Arnold Palm er, Lee 
Trevino, and Charley Sifford and 
briefly tu rns Greensboro into a  
city w ith nothing bu t golf on its 
mind.

From 123 girls, representing  all 
local colleges, who com peted for 
the honor, 19 w ere chosen. One of 
these girls will be crow ned Miss 
GGO.

Rhonda’s new  duties began in 
late November w ith  a K ick-O ff 
Banquet a t the P lan ta tion  Supper 
Club. There the new ly-chosen 
hostesses were form ally presented 
to the full m em bership of the 
Greensboro Jaycees, the  sponsor
ing organization. While the  girls 
are usually required  to w ear 
identical clothing, furn ished  by 
the sponsors, on this occasion 
they were asked to express the ir  
individuality and come in evening 
gowns of their  own choice. Rhonda 
wore green.

(Continued on page 4)

CHAVIS CROWNED SHRINE QUEEN
Bonita Chavis, a senior, was 

crow ned Miss K halif Tem ple 1975 
recently  af te r  tak ing  f irs t place in 
the S ixth  A nnual Talent Scholar
sh ip  P agean t sponsored by K halif 
Tem ple No. 144, Ancient Egyptian 
A rabic O rder Nobles of the  Mystic 
Shrine.

In  the  pageant, w hich was held

Bonita Chavis

in R ichard B. H arrison A uditorium  
at A&T S tate  University, Miss 
Chavis com peted w ith  nine o ther 
young wom en from  B ennett and 
A&T. She sang “C sardas” from 
Johann  S trau ss’ opera “Die Fleid- 
erm aus.” As w inner of the  com
petition, she received a $100 
scholarship tow ard  completion of 
her education  and  a chance to 
participate  in the  s ta te  contest.

R unners-up , who also received 
cash aw ards, in order of the ir  se
lection, were, Diane Inez Brooks, 
Bennett; Coretta Nanette Kelly, 
A&T; Sherrie Ann Hill, Bennett; 
and Joanne Ardella Scales, A&T.

SENIOR EXPELLED
D eborah M cIntyre, a senior from  

Chicago, Illinois, w as expelled 
from  the college, for the rem a in 
der of the academic year, effective 
Ja n u a ry  24. The expulsion re 
sulted from her violation of a 
previous suspension by the  Col
lege Judic ia l Council.

M cIn ty re’s firs t suspension came 
a fte r the  discovery of a m ale 
guest in h er  dorm itory  room a- 
bout 2:00 a.m. Decem ber 12, 1974.

Student Government President 
“Hopeful” To End Dormancy

by Cheryl E. Johnson
S tudent G overnm ent President, 

Paulette Wicks, described the  SGA 
in one word: “hopeful.” “ I am 
hopeful,” she said “for a g reater 
am ount of s tuden t involvement, 
because a student governm ent is 
only as good as its s tudent body.”

Wicks feels th a t  S tudent Gov
ernm ent Association “dorm ancy” 
is largely due to “studen t dor
m ancy” or “apa thy .” “Suggestions 
have been requested  for activ i
ties, bu t only a precious few have 
been re tu rn ed ,” she said. “E very 
one complains th a t  the re  is nothing 
to do,” she w ent on but, “w hen ac
tivities arc held on cam pus there  
is not a largo am ount of s tuden t 
support.” She also said th a t  if she 
knew  the reason s tuden t support 
w as so low she would know w hat 
to do.

According to Wicks, the student 
governm ent is presently  planning 
for this semester. W hen asked w hy 
plans for this sem ester w ere not 
completed last sem ester she said, 
“Last sem ester plans w ere m ade 
but it has since become necessary 
for some revisions.” Therefore

the SGA is now in the rovisinji 
stage.

Among its objectives in the 
plaiming stage are a Negro His
tory Week observance as well as 
some plans for im proving campus 
life. She also plans to discuss the 
possibility of charter ing  a bus for 
students so th a t they may attetid 
some out of tow n games the bas 
ketball team  has scheduled.

In im proving cam pus life top ef
forts arc tow ards, “the things s tu 
dents com plain about, such as the  
dining hall," Wicks said.

Wicks finds h er  job a f ru s tra t 
ing task  a t times, “sometim es be
cause of the hassel and attitudes 
you m ust deal w ith  from both s tu 
dents and faculty ,” she said. “S tu 
dents say they w an t this change 
and th a t  change bu t w hen its time 
to im plem ent, nobody has tunc to 
do the work. It som etim es appears 
th a t  s tudents only have tim e to
raise h  and leave it a t th a t ,”
she added.

In concluding she said, “if you 
are  not w illing to energize then 
please do not be so willing to cr iti 
cize!”

David D. Jones: Campus Builder and Shaper of Bennett Tradition
by Joyce Bass

This month on Ja n u ary  26, the 
Bennett College Fam ily honored 
one of its early  Presidents, Dr. 
David D. Jones. It was during the 
Presidency of Dr. Jones tha t a new  
Bennett College took shape.

Dr. Jones served as president of 
Bennett College from 1926 to 
1955. When he and Mrs. Jones 
came to the campus in 1926, the 
campus had “ten  students, four 
buildings, and about 35 acres of 
‘campus’ planted in corn and tu r 
nips.” A form er M ethodist co
educational institution founded in 
1873, Bennett had ru n  downhill. 
B ut under the careful planning 
and leadership of Dr. Jones, the 
campus was built into one of the 
most attractive 40 acre institutions 
in the country w ith  30 buildings 
and a physical p lan t th a t  was 
w orth 2.5' million dollars. B ennett 
College became know n as the 
"Negro Vassar.”

The first few years w ere tough 
for Jones and Bennett. Then in 
1932 the doctor got the G eneral 
Education Board to give $250,000 
of Rockefeller money, which was 
matched by Mrs. Henry Pfeiffer, a 
chemical heiress.

Over the years, contributions 
from both have totaled over a 
million dollars to the  coUege. 
Through their  w orthy  contribu
tions, the erection of m any campus 
buildings w ere m ade possible, 
such as the P feiffer Residence 
Hall, M erner Residence Hall, 
Pfeiffer M emorial Chapel, the  
Heating Plant, th e  David D. Jones 
S tudent Union, Black Hall and the 
Little Theatre. Dr. Jones got his 
money, some said, by showing off 
his tidy campus and his gracious- 
m annered girls.

U nder the direction of Dr. Jones, 
the  College accum ulated m any of 
the  traditions w hich gave the 
school a un ique atmosphere. Some 
of them, like the  ringing of the  
bell, are  holdovers from  the  days 
w hen  the  school w as co-educa- 
tional. The trad itional r inging of 
the  bell sets the  tim e for classes 
and meals. D uring the  Jones’ 
years, the  girls had to be in  the ir  
seats w hen  the  bell stopped r in g 
ing. I t  was an honor to be ap 
pointed bell-ringer.

Among the o ther traditions 
w ere those w hich involved dress. 
W henever a “B ennett Belle” w ent 
downtown, she dressed and w ith  
hats  and  gloves. Slacks and shorts 
w ere only w orn on hikes or on 
recreational activities, to w ork  
and breakfast. This w as tru e  of 
the cam pus un til th e  mid 1960’s 
w hen s tudents w en t th rough  a 
period of protest.

One of the earliest features, 
w hich is still observed today, w as 
“the class sis ters” policy. As fresh 
m en students w ere introduced to 
B ennett academic and trad itional 
activities du ring  F reshm an  O rien 
tation, they  w ere also assigned to 
jun io r students who sought to as
sist them  in cam pus adjustm ent.

One of the m ost beau tifu l events 
th a t  took place on cam pus w as 
the Campus Illum ination  Cere
mony, w hich symbolized the  m ov 
ing up of each class.

A mong the  m ost significant and 
lasting trad itions of the  college is 
Senior Day w hich is a day set 
aside to recognize seniors. D uring 
th e  Jo n es’ era, it symbolized the 
obtaining of special senior p riv i
leges.

Seniors are excused from  the ir  
classes on this day and in  the 
afternoon, a t the  designated hour.

they line up for the processional 
m arch  th rough  the cerem onial 
gates w ith  the ir  sophomore sisters. 
The sophomores ca rry  th e  robes 
and caps of the seniors. A fter the 
students, w ho all w ere dressed in 
w hite and proceed afte r the  choir, 
pass M erner Hall, the  adm in is tra 
tion and faculty  follow the p ro 
cession into the  Chapel. A fter  the 
presentation  of the  class to the 
presiden t by the  dean of instruc 
tion, the m ain  address is delivered 
by the  presiden t of the  college.

P residen t Jones institu ted  the 
Senior B reakfast w hich w as held 
a t  the home of the  president. This 
was a w ay  of honoring the sen 
iors. The students w ere given the 
opportun ity  to exchange ideas and 
discuss the  developm ent of the 
college.

U nder the  adm inistra tions th a t  
followed, th is  same trad ition  still 
held and  holds true.

P residen t Jones m ain ta ined  th a t  
each s tuden t becam e a w orking 
p a r t  of the  institution. T he B en
ne tt  s tuden t has trad itionally  had 
the responsibility  of involving 
herse lf  in th e  m aintenance, as well 
as the social and academic de
velopm ent of the  college. All s tu 
dents w ere  required  to do “B eau
ty  W ork” in  the dorm itories which 
m ean t perform ing chores such as 
cleaning the ir  rooms, bathroom s, 
and parlors. Polishing the brass 
o rnam ents and serving tables in 
the  cafeteria  w ere not unusual 
tasks. The students com plained 
about the  beau ty  work, bu t the 
general overall feeling w as sum 
med up by one student, years ago, 
who said, “A fter all, we do this 
w ork to m ake our dorms and 
cam pus more beautifu l.”

P residen t Jones set the  tone for 
(Continued on page 4)
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