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What Price Loyalty??
Would you be surprised to read about an institution of higher 

learning th a t  remained stagnant because it couldn’t  decide what 
is wanted? How about a college where the students want good 
instruction but do not care for putting in personal appearances 
in class or a place where dedication is paramount yet the dedi
cated are discarded prematurely ?

This editorial is about “dedication” and a person who is un
mistakably dedicated to Bennett College and her ideals. The per
son is Don Webster who was in charge of grounds until he was 
fired. The reasons for his dismissal sound good; there is the 
underlying fact th a t  Don spent some time a t a mental hospital 
and this is the reason he has been denied his job. For more de
tails on Webster’s stay a t  Dorothea Dix turn  back to page one 
or better still ask him next time you see him on campus around.

Don tells a funny story about how he came to Bennett. He 
said tha t he was working for MANPOWER when the guy in 
charge asked “How’d you like to go to Bennett and rake some 
leaves'?” Don’s reply: “Sure I ’ll go to Bennett College and rake 
some leaves for them.” And this was the beginning of his three 
and a half year love affair with Bennett.

At f irs t all he did was rake leaves. Don said tha t one day he 
was raking when Mrs. Humphrey made this remark in passing 
“You rake those leaves like a machine!!” So effective was he a t 
leaf raking th a t  he received a promotion. Soon he became inter
ested in drama, responding to Dr. Eady’s constant beckoning for 
males to act in plays. The performance Webster delivered in 
Old Times was described as “polished” by one city newspaper 
critic. His last endeavor before he went away was a plan to raise 
money for the new health center. I t  is true enough th a t  his 
“SESSIONS” as he called them were strange but they were un
dertakings' tha t came straight from his heart ju s t for Bennett.

I am sure th a t  the faculty person who became indignant the 
f irs t time I stated, in an editorial, “Webster doesn’t chase the 
girls around” has long since quit reading these editorials, so let 
me reiterate, Webster doesn’t  chase the girls around and he’s 
always pleasant. Whenever you met him on campus he probably 
will speak to you first.

I personally am more comfortable around Don than some of 
the other people on campus . . . I’ve seen his release papers 
from Dorothea Dix and they indicate tha t he’s O.K.

Perhaps one reason tha t Bennett students lack a true sense 
of dedication toward Bennett, college in general or anything is 
because they haven’t  been exposed to a genuine enough model. 
Webster is ju s t such a paragon and for this reason alone he 
should be kept here a t Bennett.

One student feels th a t the grounds haven’t  looked as good 
since Webster’s departure. You may or may not agree with the 
thinking tha t Don is some sort of horticultural expert but would 
you go along with this: If Don doesn’t get his job back the eiTor 
will be another flower in the Bennett College family bouquet 
“bloomious idious” better known as blooming idiots.
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Letters T o  X lie E d itor

D e a r  E dito r :

Todd N athaniel Johnson, son of 
N athaniel a n d  Ruby C aldwell  
Johnson, w as  b o rn  in  G reensboro , 
N o r th  C aro lina ,  on J u ly  7, 1971. 
H e d e p a r te d  th is  life T uesday ,  
M arc h  18, 1975 in th e  Moses Cone 
H ospita l.  T h e  Jo h n so n  fam ily  
w ou ld  like  to  th a n k  th e i r  m a n y  
fr iend s  fo r  th e  k in d n e ss  a n d  also 
offer a p r a y e r  of th a n k s .

D e a r  God, th o u  has  p rom ised  
th a t  th o u  w o u ld s t  n e v e r  leave  us 
n o r  fo r sak e  us. L ord , m a k e  us  feel 
th y  p resen ce  to d a y  th a t  w e m a y  
be com fo r ted  a n d  s t r e n g th e n e d  in 
o u r  fa i th .  W e th a n k  th e e  fo r  th e  
p r iv ilege  o f  b r in g in g  o u r  b u rd e n s  
an d  so r ro w s  u n to  th ee  th a t  w e 
m ig h t  le ave  th e m  be fo re  th y  
th ro n e  of g race  a n d  grac iousness .  
D e a r  G od th o u  h a s t  p rom ise d  th a t  
h im  th a t  com eth  u n to  m e  I will 
in  no w ise  cas t  out. T hou  h a s t  also 
sa id  t h a t  all th in g s  w o rk  to g e th e r  
fo r  good to  th e m  th a t  love th e  
Lord . T h y  p rom ises  a re  p rec ious 
to us to d a y  as w e  com e to  th e y  
th ro n e  a sk in g  fo r  com fort ,  succor, 
and  consolation . S o r ro w  a n d  g rie f  
h a v e  b e n t  u s  low, b u t  w e  f in d  in 
thee  p e rfe c t  peace  of m in d  and  
soul. T h ro u g h  o u r  f a i th  in  th e e  w e 
h a v e  fo u n d  th e e  to  be  th e  sam e 
y es te rd ay ,  to d a y  a n d  fo reve r .  W e

co m m it  all o u r  w ay s  u n to  th e e  and  
come n o w  to f ind  r e s t  in  th e e  in 
so rrow , tro u b le ,  t r ia l  an d  d is a p 
po in tm en t .  W ilt  th o u  sp eak  to  o u r  
h e a r t s  so th a t  w e  m a y  feel th e y  
p resen ce  and  re jo ice  in thee.

T odd  N a th a n ie l  Jo h n so n  w as  th e  
son of N athaniel Johnson of th e  
B e n n e t t  College c a m p u s  secur ity ,  
also th e  g ra n d so n  of Lt. Edgar  
Johnson also of th e  B e n n e t t  Col
lege security .

S erv ice  w as  co n duc ted  a t  th e  
Mt. Zion B ap t i s t  C hu rch ,  R e v e r 
e n d  F r a n k  W illiam s, offic iating. 
I n t e rm e n t  w as  a t  P ie d m o n t  M e 
m o r ia l  P a rk .

T he  Jo h n so n  F a m i ly

To T he  E dito r:

I h a v e  le a rn e d  of th e  ho no rs  
w on rec e n t ly  by “T h e  B a n n e r ,” 
B e n n e t t  C ollege’s s tu d e n t  n e w s 
p a p e r ,  a t  th e  1975 C o lu m b ia  Scho 
lastic  P re s s  A ssocia tion  c o m p e ti 
tion.

I k n o w  th a t  all of you  w o rk e d  
h a rd  a n d  I w a n t  to  o ffe r  m y  con 
g ra tu la t io n s  to  you an d  all th e  s ta f f  
m e m b e rs  on th is  f ine  ach iev em en t .  

C ordia lly ,

R icha rd son  P re y e r  
H ouse  of R ep re se n ta t iv e s  
W ash in g to n ,  D. C.

O L C ajlIL
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Little Theatre Guild to Perform 4 in 1 Night
by K a t ie  G ailes

O n A p ri l  10, 11, an d  12, th e  
Little Theater Guild w ill  p e rfo rm  
for th e  B e n n e t t  com m u n ity .  T h ey  
w ill be  p re s e n t in g  fo u r  shor t ,  sh o r t  
p lays each  evening , each  p la y  b e 
ing a  b r ie f  c o m m en t on life an d  
people.

Save Me A Place At Forest 
Lawn, accord ing  to  D ra m a  D irec 
to r  Dr. Fred Eady, is a deligh tfu l 
li t t le  co m m en t on life an d  people 
g e t t ing  a long  w ith  each o the r .  This  
p lay  is a  d ia logue b e tw e en  tw o 
old w om en , G e r t ru d e  and  C lara , 
w h o  h av e  been close f r ien d s  for 
a v e ry  long time. T hey  sha re  
ev e ry th in g ,  even  G e r t r u d e ’s h u s 
band . B u t  G e r t r u d e  v a lued  th e ir  
f r ien d sh ip  so m uch  th a t  she  n ev e r  
con fro n ted  C la ra  w ith  th e  m a tte r .  
A f te r  the  h u sb a n d  dies, G e r t ru d e  
a n d  C lara  decide to  spend  th e  re s t  
of th e i r  lives toge ther .  T hey  even  
w a n t  to be  b u r ie d  in  th e  sam e 
m auso leum . Come see Cassandra  
Jones (G e r t ru d e )  and  Norma J e f 
fries (C la ra )  in th is  ex ag g e ra te d  
ex am p le  of t r u e  s isterhood.

The Owl Killer is an ugly  d ra m a  
d ep ic ting  the  b a re  fac ts  of life; the  
f ru s tra t io n s ,  th e  denials, th e  love, 
the  h a t re d ,  and  th e  hopes. The 
p lo t concerns  Noah, a m a n  w ho 
ru n s  h is house  w ith  an  iron  hand . 
He is a f ra id  of life and  he  m a k es  
his fam ily  su f fe r  for it. H e d e 
spises th e m  b ecause  th e y  a re  at 
h om e w h e n  he is a t  w ork .  T h e re 
fo re  he  den ies  his c h i ld ren  th e  a f 
fection  th e y  need. H e  even  r e 
fuses to  g ive th e m  desse r ts  a f te r  
m eals. L a m a r ,  h is  son, k ills  and 
s tu ffs  owls to re lieve  his f r u s t r a 
tions. B u t  its no t enough! L a m a r  
robs  a s to re  and  m u t i la te s  th e  
o w n er .  N oah  is so a n g ry  th a t  he 
decides to d es troy  L a m a r  an d  his 
owl collection . . . b u t  in s te ad  he 
d es tro y s  him self. If you w a n t  to 
k n o w  how , come le t A lex  A nder
son (N oah  H a m il to n ) ,  Linda C raw 
ford (E m m a  H a m il to n ) ,  and  R e
n ee ’ Carrington (S te lla  M ae H a m 
ilton) tell th e  story.

Happy Ending w ill add  a smile 
to  th e  gloom w ith  a t ru ly  h ap p y  
ending . I t  is a b o u t  jobs, p ride , and  
d ig n i ty  in th e  lives of b lack peo 
ple. T he  p lot su r ro u n d s  a n ep h ew  
w ho  is a sh am e d  of h is au n ts  b e 
cause  th e y  a re  dom estic  w orkers .  
B u t  th e y  b e l ieve  t h a t  cooking, 
w ash in g  a n d  c lean ing  is good h o n 
est w ork .  T h e  h a p p y  en d ing  u n 

folds as th e y  convince h im  of th a t  
an d  th e re b y  s t r e n g th e n  his self- 
image. T he  cas t  inc ludes: Miianda  
Penquite as Vi, G enevieve McCor
mick as Ellie, D w ight L yles as 
J u n e  an d  Keith Miller as A rth u r .

M'ojo is a b o u t  people w an t in g  to 
be free  to  do w h a t  they  w a n t  to 
do, and  as a resu lt ,  to  ach ieve  
h ap p iness .  I t  is em ph as iz in g  th e  
ide a  th a t  o u r  belief  in  A frica  gave 
us  some fou n da t io n  and  som e su b 
stance  in o u r  lives. I t  ta k es  place 
in  th e  fo rm  of a love s to ry  b e 
tw ee n  h u sb a n d  and  wife . Eric M il
ler (T edd y )  and  Sherron Daye  
( I re n e )  w ill p e r fo rm  in Mojo.

T h is  second p ro du c t io n  of th e  
second sem es te r  p rom ises  to be an 
e n l ig h te n m e n t  as w ell as e n te r 
ta in m e n t .  D O N ’T YOU M ISS IT!

Humanities Festival 

Planned April 19
by Joyce  Bass

T he  H u m a n i t ie s  Division of B e n 
n e t t  College will sponsor  its  a n 
n u a l  H u m a n i t ie s  Fes t iva l ,  S a tu r 
day, A pril  19, in th e  college q u a d 
ran g le  from  10 a.m. to G p.m.

T he  focus th is  y e a r  is on th e  
con tr ib u t io n s  of the  A f ro -A m e r i 
can W o m an  to th e  A m erican  C u l
tu r a l  H eritage .  T he  th e m e  is 
“F ro m  D ru m s  of D efea t . . . O nly  
the  S trong  S u rv iv e .”

H ig h ligh tin g  th e  d a y ’s fe s tiv i 
ties will be  1) a w a te r  balle t;  2) 
a r t  ex h ib it io n s  fe a tu r in g  co n tem 
p o ra ry  A fro -A m e r ic a n  w om en  a r t 
ists and  o th e r  s tu d e n t  w o rk s ;  3) 
com peti t ive  O lym pic  spor ts ;  4) 
music, d ance  and  d ram a .

T he  fes tiv ities  w ill  be c lim axed  
by a G ospel Ja m b o re e .

M ak e  p lans  to be the re .  T he  col
lege fam ily  as w ell as th e  c o m m u 
n ity  a re  cord ia lly  invited!

Names Omitted
A few  n am es  w e re  in a d v e r te n t -  

l,v om itted  from  th e  Recognition  
Day lis t  p r in ted  in th e  la s t  issue.

T he  fo llow ing  s tu d e n ts  received  
speical recognition  by th e i r  d e 
p a r tm e n ts :  G wendolyn Johnson,
Biology; Linda Sprueil a n d  G len 
da Sim mons, B usiness  E duca tion ; 
Bobbetta Jones, C h em is try ;  Amon- 
ia Edwards, Sociology; and  Clo- 
rinda Lee, Psychology.

Students Attend 

NCSL Meeting
by  D a w n  H o ld e r

B e n n e t t  College sen t  th r e e  de le 
ga tes  to  th e  38th A n n u a l  Session 
of the  N o rth  C aro l ina  S tu d e n t  L eg 
is la tu re .  T he  delega tes  w e re  Cas
sandra Jones, Faye Howard and  
Lucy Suddreth. D aw n Holder w e n t 
as a r e p o r t in g  o b se rv e r  a n d  Dr. 
R. Lucier, as advisor.

T he  p u rpo se  of th e  N C SL  is for 
s tu d e n ts  to ga in  in s ig h t in to  op
e ra t io n s  of th e  g ov e rn m en ta l  
bodies. I t  also gave  th e  delegates  
an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  sp e ak  on the  
issues th a t  co n fron t  th e  s ta te  and 
th e  nation .

F o r ty - f iv e  colleges an d  u n iv e r 
sities w e re  re p re se n te d ,  inc lud ing  
six  p red o m in a te ly  b lack colleges 
and  u n ive rs i t ie s .  In 1970 th e  p r e 
d o m in an t ly  b lack  schools w a lk ed  
ou t of th e  NCSL. T h e  b lack  col
leges accep ted  th e i r  in v i ta t io n s  for 
th e  f i rs t  t im e  th is  y e a r  since the  
w a lk  ou t in 1970. T h is  y e a r  the 
b lack  s tu d e n ts  w e re  to decide on 
th e i r  o b jec tives  an d  th e  roles they 
will p lay  in th e  NCSL.

C u r re n t  s tu d e n t  body  en ro l l 
m e n t  d e te rm in e s  th e  ap p o r t io n 
m e n t  of th e  H ouse  of R e p re se n ta 
tives.

B e n n e t t  is in th e  0 to 1000 e n 
ro l lm en t,  so th e y  can  send  a t  least 
3 de lega tes  and  2 a l te rn a te s  for 
the  H ouse  of R epresen ta t iv es .  In 
th e  S e n a te  th e y  a re  a l low ed  2 de le 
ga tes  a n d  2 a l te rn a te s .  T he  n u m b e r  
of o b se rv e rs  c a n n o t  exceed  the  
to ta l  n u m b e r  of de lega tes  an d  a l 
te rn a tes .

Deltas Start Drive 

For Books For Ghana
T he Z e ta  O m ic ron  C h a p te r  of 

D elta  S igm a T h e ta  S o ro r i ty  is in 
vo lved  in a  p ro je c t  of sending 
b la c k - re la te d  books to G h a n a  and  
a re  req u es t in g  fac u l ty  m e m b e rs  
and  s tu d en ts  w h o  h a v e  su rp lu s  
books on such  sub jec ts  to  d on a te  
th e m  to  th e  ch ap te r .

T h is  is a  n a t io n a l  p ro je c t  of th e  
so ro rity  in w h ich  th e  local c h a p 
t e r  h as  been  asked  to  pa r t ic ip a te .

A n y o ne  in te re s te d  in  m a k in g  a 
do n a t io n  of books m a y  contac t  
one of th e  fo l low ing  s tu d e n ts  or 
a n y  m e m b e r  of th e  o rgan iza tion : 
Patricia Teal, Esther Canty, P a 
tricia Davis, Yardley Nelson, and  
Sandra Johnson.


