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The System Is Failing
In less than  four days tim e i t  became necessary fo r the  

Guilford County Ambulance Service to take  two students  to the  
hospital. Since the second incident I have received more th an  a 
dozen verbal promises of letters of complaint concerning the  
difficulties the  ambulance service had completing i t ’s job on 
both occasions. B ut I rationalized th a t  pas t  experience was 
grounds enough not to wait for colleagues to ac t on these m atters .

T h a t  Wednesday n igh t a jun ior had to be wheeled out of 
Cone Hall on a s tre tcher, the  ambulance spent too much time 
parked on Gorrell S tree t w aiting for the  gate to be opened. Had 
the  crew not made the decision to leave the  unit and go a f te r  
the ir  patient, the  young lady in question could have died in the  
ex tra  moments and time in general th a t  was wasted. B ut I sup­
pose the  fac t  th a t  someone m igh t have died will be forgotten  
since the  ambulance somehow eventually gained access to the  
campus and was able to drive between the  dormitories and exit 
quickly.

Another person became ill in Jones Hall la ter  th a t  week and 
again an ambulance unit was called to campus. Luckily th is  
emergency call came during the  daylight hours t h a t  the  gates 
are open, so the gate posed no problem. But th is  time our col­
lege nurse was unavailable to give permission fo r th is freshm an  
to be taken to the  hospital. Again time was wasted before Dean 
Bragg gave an “OK” over the  telephone.

The nurse can’t  spend all her waking hours in pocket, b u t  
th a t  gate could have been open. Rumor has it  th a t  Security 
Guard Henryhand left her post to go to the  nurse and find out 
exactly w hat was going on. Instead of leaving the gate open, 
since she had heard th a t  some ambulance was on i t s  way, or 
leaving the lock free, she closed and locked the gate. W hen I 
asked her if th is  was an accurate account of w hat happened, 
she said it was. However, Mrs. Henryhand cannot be blamed for 
doing her job by following orders from h igher up.

As fa r  as the  gate goes, there  is no need for both gates to 
be locked. There is the  understanding th a t  a security person is 
to be on duty a t  all times to allow college faculty and s ta f f  per­
sons through. Yet, when Mrs. Scarborough came to P layer a t  
2:00 a.m. to take  a s tudent to the  hospital she could not get 
th rough and no one ever responded to her horn blowing. There ­
fore, she had to foot it across our dark  unguarded campus, alone.

The adm inistration and trustees  will probably not go along 
with a proposal for a s taffed  guard house with telephone a t  
the  south end of University Drive. They will say it  can’t  be f i ­
nanced. So, we cannot really afford  one m an in a guard  house 
. . .  we also cannot afford a sleeping security guard  inside Black 
Hall or the  basem ent of Jones. Therefore, let’s place th is  guard 
inside a guard house to allow parents, s ta f f  and emergency ve­
hicles easy access. Surely we have more than  one guai'd on 
campus a t  night, so le t’s consider constructing a guard  house 
and ro ta ting  the men who walk a beat and the  one who will man 
the house.

H asn’t  anyone thought to consider the  fac t th a t  Bennett 
is not building good will between itself and the community a t  
large each time an emergency vehicle has to go th rough a has- 
sel to do a job? W hat is being established is a foundation for 
an a tt i tude  to develop among the emergency services, th a t  says 
in essence: Everytim e we go to B ennett there  will be some new 
obstacle for us to overcome before we can go about our appointed 
task.

I t  is tru ly  somewhat less than  intelligent for an ambulance 
crew to have to wait for an OK from  Nurse Trammell or who­
ever before they can carry  someone to the  hospital. Why is it 
necessary for anyone to have to give some sort of “go ahead” 
if someone is ill and th a t  person or those around deem it a 
problem th a t  requires professional, immediate a tten tion?  Is 
someone concerned th a t  people will fake an illness ju s t  to ride in 
an ambulance? I feel certain  th a t  those who would a ttem p t to 
act out an illness in these technological times are m inute in 
number

President Miller I ’m not try ing  to raise your pressure  but 
Bennett College may have a money problem like Bennett never 
dreamed of if a law suit comes rolling down Union Drive.

ACES Again!
by  C h ery l E. Jo h n son

In the interest of again clari­
fy ing confusion, w e  reprint the 
follow ing excerpt from an article  
published last spring.

T he sen iors  of 1976 w ill  be  th e  
la s t  class e x e m p te d  f ro m  th e  A ca ­
dem ic  a n d  C u l tu ra l  E n r ic h m e n t  
Series (A C ES) assem blies  an d  
L e c tu re -L y c e u m  p ro g ram s.

In  an  in te rv ie w  w ith  Dr. Chelsea  
Xipton, d e an  of the  college, th e  
f in a l  w o rd  on th e  su b jec t  w as  this:

“As I u n d e r s ta n d  it A C E S a t t e n d ­
ance  w as  ad d ed  to  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  
tw o  y ea rs  ago. T h e re fo re  p re sen t  
ju n io rs  and  sen io rs  a re  e x e m p te d  
because  th is  p ro g ra m  w as  ad d ed  
to th e  college ca ta logue  a f t e r  th e y  
(p re se n t  ju n io rs  a n d  sen io rs)  e n ­
te re d  B en n e tt :  T he  on ly  courses 
th a t  can  be re q u i re d  fo r  g r a d u a ­
t ion  w i th o u t  b e ing  in th e  c a ta ­
logue, th a t  a s tu d e n t  e n te rs  u n d er ,  
a re  those  courses  th a t  a re  n eed ed  
fo r  som e so r t  of s ta te  c e r t i f ic a ­
t io n .”
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L etters 

T o  T L e  

E d itor
D e a r  E dito r :

R ecen tly  a  v e ry  m u ch  lis tened 
to rad io  s ta t ion  on cam p u s  has 
been ru n n in g  a con tes t  ad v o ca t ­
ing a n a m e  ch ange  for th e  city  of 
G reensboro , w h ich  a t  p re s e n t  is 
called  th e  “G a te  C ity .” W hen, w hy, 
o r  w h e re  th is  n ic k n a m e  w as  
c rea ted  escapes m e b u t  in v iew  of 
the  c u r r e n t  s i tua t ion  a t  B e n n e t t  it 
is ce r ta in ly  applicable .

A m ong  th e  p r im ra y  com pla in ts  
of B e n n e t t  s tuden ts ,  th e  issue of 
the  n o r th  an d  sou th  gates  com es 
h igh  on the  list. In  th e  la s t  e d i ­
t ion  of th e  Banner, tw o  opposing 
v iews, those  of a s tu d e n t  and  those 
of an  ad m in is t ra t io n  official w e re  
offered . H e re  th e n  is still a n o th e r  
opinion.

I  am  100% w ith  the  a d m in is t r a ­
t ion  if the  p r im a ry  ob jec tive  of 
th e  ga te  cons t ru c t io n  is s tu d e n t  
safe ty . B u t  rea l i t ie s  m u s t  be faced. 
If  th e i r  m a in  reason  for the  gates 
is to p re v e n t  v a g ra n ts  and  o th e r  
u n d es i rab les  from  en te r in g  the  
cam pus, th r e e  y a rd s  of h a l f  a ga te  
is h a rd ly  suff ic ien t m e an s  for 
k e ep ing  th e m  out, p e rh a p s  by ca r  
b u t  c e r ta in ly  no t on foot.

W hile  I th o ro u g h ly  s u p p o r t  th e  
v iew, th e re fo re ,  th a t  th e y  a re  no t 
m u c h  use  for safety , I am  by no 
m e an s  in accord  w i th  th ose  s tu ­
d en ts  w ho  ad vo ca te  rem o v in g  th e m  
b y  force, w h ich  in th e  long ru n  
w ill  p ro v e  to  no avail.  S om ehow  a 
sensible , m idd le  of the  ro ad  com ­
p ro m ise  m u s t  be reached .

I t  s tan d s  to  reason  th a t  if you  
c a n ’t  ge t in  th e  gates, you c a n ’t 
ge t out. T h ere fo re ,  I fa il  to see 
the  need  for a ga te  a t  both  ends. 
T h e  solu tion? If it is a  necess ity  
to  h av e  a gate, le t  th e  one a t  the  
sou th  end  re m a in  a n d  con s t ru c t  
a g u a rd  b o th  a t  th e  n o r th  end  
w h e re  th e  secu r i ty  pe rso n n e l  can 
sc reen  all e n te r in g  vehicles. T h a t  
w ay  am bu lan ces ,  f ire  engines, etc., 
in th e  e v e n t  of an  em e rg en c y  w ill 
h a v e  eas ie r  access to  th e  cam p u s  
a n d  w ill  be  ab le  to  p re v e n t  w h a t  
could en d  in t r a g e d y  if t im e  is 
w asted .

College in  g e n e ra l  and  B lack 
colleges in  p a r t ic u la r  face su re  
ex t in c t io n  becau se  of m a n y  m o re  
sev e re  p rob lem s  (such  as b u d g e t)  
o th e r  th a n  this. T he  so lu tion  to 
th e  p ro b lem  of secu r i ty  should  
rea l ly  be  q u i te  simple.

Robyn D enise Berryhill
M e r n e r  H a ll

CHEKESHA

This issue marks the beginning of a colum n by senior, Chekesha  
Penn from W inston-Salem . It is the intention  of the B A N N E R  to see to 
it that student p o in ts-o f-v iew  are reflected  through a second editoral eye, 
on a regular basis, w ith  this section of the editorial page.

I am  so t i red  of w a it in g  
A r e n ’t you.

F o r  th e  w o r ld  to  becom e good 
A n d  b e a u t i fu l  and  k ind?

L e t  us ta k e  a k n ife  
A nd cu t th e  w o r ld  in tw o —

A nd see w h a t  w o rm s a re  ea t in g  
A t th e  r ind .

•—L an g s to n  H ug h es

“See w h a t  w o rm s  a re  ea t in g  a t  th e  r i n d ? ” In  th e  p a s t  fo u r  w eeks, all 
of us h a v e  becom e a w a re  ( th o u g h  some of us q u ite  re lu c ta n t ly )  of th e  
m a n y  in s tances  of som e th in g s  ro t te n  going on a ro u n d  th e  school. L e t  us 
h av e  a re v ie w  of these  events:

— TW O  NEW  G A T E S; an  add i t io n a l  one fro m  last year ,  re in fo rced  
w ith  cem ent,  th a t  closes a t  6 P.M.

2— C O M P U L S O R Y  CLA SSES.
^ 3 — NO R O L L E R S  IN T H E  H A IR  A F T E R  8 A.M.
:^ 4 — M E A L  T IC K E T S ; non -o p t io n a l ,  th a t  is, u n l ik e  the  op tion  m e a l  books 

o r  s t ickers  used  a t  o th e r  in s ti tu t io n s ;  w e  m ust p ay  for thm .
— A M IS P L A C E D  IN F IR M A R Y ; if th e  R esidence  Life O ffice can  m ove 

to  Cone H all  b asem en t,  w h y  co u ld n ’t th e  C ounse ling  C en te r?
— A N O T H E R  H O S P IT A L  CASE; w h y  did N u rse  T ra m m e l  h a v e  to “f in ­

ish h e r  d in n e r  f i r s t ” an d  w h y  did th e  a m b u la n c e  h av e  to d r iv e  across 
the  g rass  ( t h a t  s tu d e n ts  a re  fo rb id d e n  to w a lk  on) because  th e  gates  
w e re  locked and  no se cu r i ty  g u a rd  could be fo u nd  to open  them ?

4^7— C O N T R A C T S; w h y  w ere  people  th r e a te n e d  w ith  ev ic tion  A F T E R  
th e ir  tu i t io n / ro o m  and  b o a rd  m o ne y  h a d  been  paid?

“W o rm s” is a p rob lem , d o n ’t you th in k ?  In  looking  o v e r  the se  even ts ,  
we ra ise  th e  question , “W h y ? ” Som e of us  w ill  call n a m es ;  o th e rs  m a y  
give a g ro up  as to th e  reason  (i.e. “n ig g e rs ,” “ the  a d m in is t r a t io n ,” “u n -  
to g e th e r  s tu d e n ts ,” “these  silly w o m e n ,” etc .)  A n d  still o th e rs  w ill b la m e  
th e  Forces  Unseen.

B ack  to the  quest ion  “w h y ? ” R e m e m b e r  la s t  y e a r  in  th e  n e w s  w h en  
people w e re  u p se t  over  W ate rg a te ,  N ix o n ’s o rd e r s  a n d  lies, r a m p a n t  b u g ­
ging, CIA  plots to o v e r th ro w  fo re ign  g ov e rn m en ts ,  in ju n c t io n s  th a t  
s to p ped  people from  str ik ing , and  th e  g iv ing  of d ru g s  to  u n su sp ec t in g  
persons?

All those th in g s  w e re  m a n ife s ta t io n s  of th e  sam e  a t te m p t  to supress  
p eop le ’s democratic rights.

M any of you signed  p e t i t ions  fo r v a r io u s  co u n tr ie s  in A frica  to  be 
free. M a n y  of you p a r t ic ip a te d  in an  a n t i - c a p i ta l  p u n is h m e n t  d e m o n s t r a ­
tion. M an y  of you su p p o r te d  th e  ac tion  of J o A n n  Little . T h ese  in s tan ces  
p e r ta in  to  people  h av in g  a R IG H T — to d e fen d  th e m se lv e s  a g a in s t  bodily  
h a rm ,  to  no t be u n d e r  fo re ign  d o m ina tion ,  to n o t  w o rk  if th e y  choose.

A n d  w h a t  does th is  h a v e  to do w ith  B e n n e tt?  “ E du c a t io n  is sa id  to 
be an  in te re s t  of th e  fed e ra l  go v e rn m en t ,  a  legal fu n c t io n  of th e  s ta tes  . . . ” 
(A m erican Education, pg. 7) If  th e  la rg e r  m o t io n  a ro u n d  th e  school (i.e. 
those  w h o  ow n  th e  businesses ,  con tro l  th e  f low  of m oney , d e te rm in e  n a ­
t io n a l  policy— “call the  sh o ts” ) is p u r s u in g  a policy  of l i t t le  r e g a r d  for 
p e rso n a l  r igh ts ,  th e n  it logically  flows th a t  AN IN S T IT U T IO N  T H A T  IS 

(C o n tin u ed  on page  3, Col. 1)


