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Women at Bennett Pull Together

Labor Day Issue Draws Student Attention
by H attie Purne ll

Labor Day activities this year for B ennett caused m uch controversy 
before they w ent into effect.

The controversy was due to the omission of Labor Day holiday in the 
p lanning of the school calendar by  the  Executive Committee, said Harold 
Bragg, dean of student affairs.

Dean Bragg answ ered two of the  questions tha t so m an y  students 
w ere concerned with, who and why:

The Kxecutive Committee, consisting of President Isaac Miller, Dean 
Chelsea Tipton, Dean Harold Bragg, Dr. George Breathett, William Trent, 
Dr. Perry Mack, Mrs. Mary Eady, and James Scarlette, plan the  academic 
college calendar. For the academ ic year 1976-1977, the  Labor Day holiday 
“was inadverten tly  overlooked,” said the dean of student affairs.

However Dean Tipton explained “The omission of Labor Day was an 
attem pt to have as m uch  of a common calendar as possible in order to 
facilitate the total consortium  operation.”

A lthough N.C. A&T S.U. and U.N.C.G. observed the Labor Day ho l­
iday, Guilford College and Greensboro College did not observe the 
holiday.

B ut Thursday, Septem ber 2, b rough t a change in the decision th a t  the 
holiday was not to be observed at Bennett.

S tudents became restless and w eren’t  pleased w ith  answers to their  
questions. P lans w ere m ade to boycott classes on Monday.

A petition was d raw n  up by Jamelle Felder and Maxine Jenkins, both 
of the  jun ior  class. With the help of several other juniors, the petition was 
then  passed through the various dorms. Five hundred  and one signatures 
w ere secured and then  tu rned  over to S.G.A. president Sherree Johnson.

L ater in the evening the petition was presented  to President Miller 
by Sheree Johnson, Rochelle Moody, vice president of S.G.A., Betty Pfeif­
fer, parliam enta rian , Cleopatra Branch, assistant treasurer,  and Patricia 
Bell, vice president of the S tudent Union Board, at the  president’s home.

Several of the mem bers of the com m ittee tha t presented the petition 
com mented on the meeting.

“On leaving the hom e of the president after  presenting him w ith  the 
petition I felt tha t the Labor Day holiday would not be observed,” co m ­
m en ted  Sheree.

“Because of some of the comments that w ere m ade during the m e e t ­
ing with the president, I was left confused as to w hat was going to be the 
outcome,” Rochelle Moody said. She also stated tha t the president d idn’t 
seem im pressed w ith  the fact th a t  more than half  of the student body 
had signed the petition,

Patric ia  Bell stated, “I felt tha t the president had made his decision 
before we arrived. I t  seemed as though he w asn’t  going to change his m ind 
although students had gone through the proper channels to get the holiday 
off.”

However, on Friday, Septem ber 3, s tudents w ere inform ed th a t  the 
Labor Day hohday  activities w ere to be held, and it was to be a holiday 
for the  school.

There w as a feeling of togetherness and sistership among the student 
body as a result of this cooperative effort.

Many of the activities th a t  w ere experienced last year were again 
experienced this year. The games, the feast, and a disco in the Union 
foyer, tooli place once again. A w arm  atm osphere  seem ed to cover the 
campus.

y

Labor Day, last break  before  Thanksgiving.
pho to  by J o y c e  Bass

A&T Students Protest against Poor Cafeteria Services
Reprinted from  

Greensboro Daily News

Several hundred  A&T S tate 
University  students participated 
Tuesday, S eptem ber 21 in a quiet 
dem onstration to protest w hat 
they felt w ere “substandard” con­
ditions in the  campus food service.

The students gathered on the  
steps of the school’s ad m in is tra ­
tion build ing while student lead ­
ers discussed the grievances w ith  
Chancellor Lewis Dowdy and o th ­
er adm inistra tors.

High on th e  list of complaints 
voiced by the students was a dis­
satisfaction with the quality  and 
quantity  of the food and o p era t ­
ing hours of the cafeteria.

Seven Bennett Students Participated in Varied Programs 

O f Work-Study During Summer Vacation of 1976

In addition, they are seeking 
im provem ent of the m eal ticket 
system, the es tab lishm ent of an 
evacuation plan for the cafeteria 
in case of a fire and a change in 
the un iversity ’s policy tha t r e ­
quires all s tudents to purchase a 
m ea l ticket.

The students told adm inistrators 
th a t  bugs and roaches had  been 
found in the food and th a t  s tu ­
dents who participated  in evening 
ex tracurricu lar  activities missed 
m eals because the cafeteria was 
closed.

Tony Tyson, president of the 
S tudent G overnm ent Association, 
indicated fu rth e r  action would be 
taken  by  the students if the re  was 
no im provem ent in the food 
service.

According to Dr. Jesse Marshall, 
vice chancellor for student serv ­

ices, the adm inistration agreed to 
appoint a com m ittee to study and 
m ake  recom m endations on the 
student grievances.

He said the university  m ight 
consider continuous m ea l service 
on a tria l basis to solve problems 
encountered by students who have 
n ight classes or w ho participate in 
o ther cam pus activities.

“I see the concerns as genuine,” 
M arshall said. “They are concerns 
which should be acted on affirm ­
atively.”

Several students questioned 
Tuesday afternoon said the re  had 
been dissatisfaction w ith  the c a m ­
pus food for several years. Tues­
day’s dem onstration was prom pted 
by a m eeting  held Monday night 
w hen  th e  students discussed the ir  
grievances and p repared  a list of 
solutions.

by Cathy Young

Instead of working at a regular 
sum m er job, some Bennett s tu ­
dents participated  in w ork-aca ­
dem ic program s. Each student 
subm itted an application and rec ­
om m endations and then if ac ­
cepted participated  in her  p ro ­
g ram  from  eight to 10 weeks.

Cassandra Clark participated  in 
the  H ealth  C areer S um m er P ro ­
gram  at H arvard  University, 
studying blood and blood com ­
ponents. Cassandra said, “I felt 
th a t  the p ro g ram  was very  bene­
ficial and very  very educational.” 

Demetria Chavis was also a par t  
of the Health  Career S um m er 
P rogram  at H arvard  and she 
studied cell biology. Demetria 
said, “My clinical experience there 
helped me decide on dentistry. I 
saw how im portan t dentists are 
and the d ifferent fields and skills 
involved in den tistry .”

Nanetta Lowe w ent to the Dow 
Chemical Co. at Midland, Mich. 
A t Dow, N anetta w orked on the 
process support for the  productior 
of lactem tha t is used as a cor­
rosion inhibitor for b rake  fluid. 
“ I experienced an overall view 
of the chem ical industry  and the 
opportunities available for a p e r ­
son w ith  a B.S. in chem istry ,” she 
said.

Frances Davis was classified as 
a student trainee in the field of 
physical science at the E nviron ­
m en ta l Protection Agency in Re­
search Triangle P a rk  in N. C. 
Frances said, “I really  enjoyed 
w orking a t T riangle P ark  and it 
gave me positive feelings tow ard 
w orking on m y  own.”

Diane Stevens was the firs t s tu ­

dent from Bennett to a ttend the 
Tulane Medical C enter in New 
Orleans, La. D iane’s project in ­
volved working in the  p h a rm a ­
cology labora tory  experim enting  
w ith  live cats. “ It was very  r e ­
w ard ing  because it pu t me in as­
sociation with m edical students as 
well as physicians and it gave m e 
a clear insight into the medical 
profession,” Diane said.

Mallika Maniam attended  the 
Oak Ridge N ational Laboratory  
u n d er  th e  Atomic Energy Com­
mission in Tenn. She worked with 
research on chemicals th a t  are 
suspected or know n to cause can ­
cer or deformity. “I found labo ra ­

tory w ork very  beneficient, in te r ­
esting and enjoyable, bu t very  d e ­
m anding ,” M allika said.

Judith Hatch attended the bio­
chem ical research program  at A t­
lan ta  University. Each student 
within the sam e laboratory  w ork ­
ed with a different phase of the 
sam e project. Jud ith  worked with 
the biochemical characterizations 
of argiotensin 11 in prepared  ra b ­
b it aortas and adrenal glands. 
Jud ith  said, “I felt like it was a 
real learn ing  experience because 
of the actual experience in a la b ­
oratory. My concentration is b i­
ology and I knew  the  experience 
would be useful for me.”

Greensboro Freshmen Form Club
by Kelly G ardner

A new  club has been organized a t B ennett called the F u tu re  Bennett 
Belles. The club w as formed by B ennett f reshm en from Greensboro and 
the adm ission counselors.

The club’s m ain  objective is to recruit high school girls to get them  
interested  in coming to Bennett.

E m phasis has been placed on the 10th graders who are not informed 
in the ir  f irs t yea r  in high school about th e  requirem ents for entering 
college.

The f reshm en  are asked to subm it nam es of students from  the ir  
form er high school. On November 1 and 2 the  high school students are 
invited to spend the  day at Bennett. They will a ttend  classes w ith  fresh ­
m en  and have lunch.

At the end of the day the  group will m ee t w ith Mrs. Mildred Tucker 
and James Scarlette and discuss financial aid and fees.

The officers of the club are  as follows: president, Treann Allred; 
vice president, Cletus Galloway; secretary, Cora Shaw; treasurer, Kelly 
Gardner.

O ther officers include Vickie Williamson, dean of pledgees; pa r lia ­
m entarian , Natalie V. McLean, and Cheryl Jackson, social chairm an. Other 
m em bers  are Marcia Herbin, Mechelle Beasley, Christine Lloyd, Dorothy 
Ingram, and Randye Jones. Dr. Charlotte Alston will act as advisor along 
with the admission counselors, Mrs. Mary Eady, Miss Ruth Dennis, Miss 
Gwendolyn Hill, Mrs. Margaret Williamson, and Mrs. Jean Groomes.

AUDIO
CAN MAKE

FOR YOU!
Sell audio equipment at your 
college. No investment; ex­
perienced sales help and 
incentive programs provided. 
Over 60 top brands, including 
audiophile lines. Audio Outlet 
Wholesalers, 325 Pascack 
Ave., Washington Township, 
N.J. 07675 (201) 666-8868 
Attention: Arlene Muzyka.


