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“ Hatt”  Proves Quite Rewarding
by Rochelle D. Moody

“H a tt”, an  original musical p ro ­
duction was presented  by the 
B ennett College choir, October 8, 
as p a r t  of the F ounder’s Day 
w eekend activities.

The musical was firs t presented 
last spring as a par t  of the ac­
tivities tha t celebrated B ennett’s 
50th year as a w om en’s college.

Dr. Charlotte Alston, chairm an  
of the Music D epartm en t, and 
Mrs. Mary Jane Crawford, an in ­
structor in the  m usic departm ent, 
w ere responsible for the music 
and script of the play.

The play was based on the life 
of H arrie tt  Tubman, a slave, and 
the developm ent of her philoso­
phy th a t  every  m an should be 
free.

“The subject m a tte r  was an t i ­
quated  and in the music I tried 
to employ certain  musical idioms, 
th a t  would suggest a certain  ethnic 
sensitivity,” said Dr. Alston.

In the music. Dr. Alston stated
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th a t  the re  w ere tw o things she 
had to w orry  about.

They w ere (1) tha t the choir 
was not a professional group; so 
the music had to be catchy but 
not too complicated to learn in a 
short period of time, and (2) 
keeping the music and script bal­
anced.

Dr. Alston feels tha t any musical 
idiom, characteristic m usic of a 
certain group of people, is valid 
w hen it evokes a response from  
people.

“Many black musicians shy 
away from ‘blackness’ in the ir  
w riting ,” said Dr. Alston. “They 
m ay  perhaps take traditional 
spiritual melodies and weave them  
into some type of orchestral a r ­
rangem ent, bu t recreating the 
naturalness of your blackness 
takes nothing away from the p e r ­
son,” she added.

“I ’m glad tha t I ’ve had the op ­
portunity  to work through this 
experience with the people at 
B ennett,” said Dr. Alston.

“The u lt im a te  w orth  of any ­
thing depends on w hether you 
feel good about the overall 
achievem ent,” she said. “ It makes 
me feel good to be able to whistle 
Beethoven’s 5th symphony and 
then to be able to go on to m y  
own compositions,” she added.

Mrs. C raw ford wrote the script 
and all of the original lyrics for 
the songs.

“I was intrigued by H arrie tt 
Tubm an  even as a youngster,” said 
Mrs. Crawford. “Many of the peo­
ple I knew  as a child w ere brought 
to life in the characterizations,” 
she added.
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“ Kool-Aid,”  Transfer Student from 
Is Interested in Pursuing a Career in

by Robyn-Denise B erryhill 

They call h e r  “Kool-Aid”—not 
because of her  love for the  pop ­
ular soft-drink  of the same name 
but for the way “ I did not le t 
things bo ther m e ” she says of her 
high school peers “and the n ick ­
nam e stuck,” she added w ith  a 
smile. B u t for 18-year-old sopho­
m ore Vanessa Bartley, her m a jo r  
here at Bennett encompasses a 
subject fam ilia r yet “uncool” to

m ost of us: death. Or, to be more 
specific, grief therapy.

“I m e t a mortician one sum m er 
and wound up baby-sitting  for his 
family,” she explained. “While 
baby-sitting  I would go into his 
study and read  books on death. 
One book in particu la r  interested 
m e—Death—The Final Stage of 
Growth by Elizabeth Ross. T hat 
s ta tem ent still stays on m y m ind.”

Surprisingly, services to  the  de-
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ROBYN'S NEST

by Robyn-Denise Berryhill 
With the upcoming presidential 

election only weeks aw ay and 
knowledge on candidates and is­
sues being abundant, the BAN­
NER takes this opportunity  to test 
your political knowledge.

1) The n itial “R ” in Gerald 
F o rd ’s m iddle nam e s tand’s 
for:

(A) Ricardo (B) Rudolph 
(C) Reggie

2) Mr. Ford  is a candidate for 
w hat party:

(A) Republican
(B) Federalist
(C) Democratic
3) The word incumbent in re la ­

tion to a presidential candi­
date m eans:

(A) is having trouble w ith  m a ri ­
ta l relationship

(B) curren tly  holding office and 
seeking re-election

(C) a p a r t  of a tuxedo w orn to 
banquets

4) The last n am e of P residen t 
F o rd ’s runn ing  m ate is;

(A) Dole (B) D el-M onte 
(C) Dickerson

5) P rio r  to  runn ing  for office, 
J im m y  C arter was best know n 
for having been:

(A) a fa rm er (B) an actor 
(C) governor of Georgia

6) Recently, C arter  criticized 
Ford over his failure to fire a 
Cabinet m em ber: Was the 
Cabinet m em ber’s nam e:

(A) John  Dean (B) Earl Butz 
(C) John  E rlichm an

7) J im m y C arte r’s controversial 
in terview  was published last 
m on th  in a popular magazine. 
The m agaz ine’s n am e was:

(A) P lay e r’s (B) P layboy 
(C) P lay  girl

8) Who is W alter Mondale?
(A) Democratic v ice-presidentia l 

candidate
(B) CBS news reporter
(C) a cu rren t Cabinet m em ber
9) Should he win the  election.

Ford  will be the ............ m an
elected to office:

(A) 38th (B) 50th (C) 39th 
10) In  politics, the  ‘‘par ty  p la t­

fo rm ” is:
(A) an elevated place outdoors to 

“ja m ”

Columbia College 
Grief Therapy
ceased o ther than  funerals are 
nothing new. F or a n u m b e r  of 
years there  have been cosmetic 
firm s tha t deal in products ex ­
clusively for the  dead; there  is 
curren tly  a very  active union call­
ed the Professional Pallbearers 
Association; and yes there are 
even professional m ourners. And 
le t’s not forget th e  role of the 
florists for these solemn occasions. 
With all these services perhaps 
the role of the grief the rap is t  is 
not tha t unusual.

W hat led to V anessa’s in terest 
in pursu ing  this career? “E ven tu ­
ally I started  to go down to the  
funeral home and I would answer 
the phone and do other errands. 
In doing this I would come into 
contact w ith  the families of the 
deceased and would ta lk  to them . 
Originally I had w anted  to go to 
Johnson C. Sm ith  U niversity and 
m a jo r  in sociology bu t a f te r  being 
around the funeral home I saw  
a need for this kind of counseling.” 

Born in Washington, D. C. bu t 
a long-tim e resident of Columbia, 
S. C., “Kool-Aid” is the youngest 
of two children and as she p roud ­
ly flaunts “the only g randdaugh ­
te r .” She transfe rred  here  this 
year  from  the all-girl and p re ­
dominantly w hite  Columbia Col­
lege in Columbia, S. C. She chose 
Bennett after a long deliberation 
between here and the  University 
of A labam a “because of the  ISP  
program .” This sem ester she will 
be doing independent study at 
S m ith  F unera l H om e and will in- 
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Political Party  

Knowledge Quiz

(B) the views of a specific politic­
al par ty

(C) a disco
(D) a social gathering  for political 

candidates
11) G erald F o rd ’s respective p ro ­

fession is:
(A) law  (B) medicine 

(C) clergyman
12) W hat organization sponsored 

the televised debates b e ­
tw een the  candidates:

(A) The U. S. Congress
(B) The League of W om en Voters
(C) The K KK
13) If elected. Carter has p rom ­

ised to:
(A) increase taxes for the rich 

and tax  the  church
(B) legalize m arijuana
(C) neither of the  above
14) The 1976 D emocratic and Re­

publican conventions were 
held in w h a t cities:

(A) Lebanon and Beiru it
(B) San Francisco and W ashing­

ton, D. C.
(C) New York and Kansas City
15) Jim m y C arter’s w ife’s nam e 

is:
(A) Betty
(B) Elizabeth Ray
(C) Rosalyn
(D) Am y
16) C arter was a m e m b e r  of 

w hat b ranch  of the  service:
(A) A rm y (B) Navy 
(C) Foreign Legion (D) Marines 

P lease score 6 points for each 
correct answer. If you score falls 
between:

96-90 Excellent, 89-83 Very 
Good, 83-77 Average, 77-71 Fair, 
71 and below — no com m ent
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