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ROBYN'S NEST

“Roots” Brings Alex Haley Success
by Robyn-Denise Berryhill

With the airing of Alex Haley’s “Roots” on ABC 
less than  tw o weeks ago, it becam e the most w atched 
program in the history of television. According to the 
surveys taken, an estim ated th ree-f if th  of the n a 
tion’s population viewed it in its en tirety  for the  eight 
successive nights.

Continuing dramas adapted from  a m ajor novel 
have become alm ost a fad on prim e-tim e television. 
I t  began last year  w hen ABC aired Irwin Shaw’s 
“Rich Man, Poor M an” on a weekly basis for eight 
weeks. Earlie r  this television season NBC brought 
“The Captains and the Kings” and “Once An Eagle” 
on the air. So “Roots” becam e the fourth m ajor novel 
to be viewed on nation-wide television.

The success of “Roots” as a novel comes as no real 
surprise. Alex Haley had certain ly  established his 
ability as a w riter  w hen he shared co-authorship on 
“The Autobiography of Malcolm X .” In addition to 
this, “Roots” had already received advanced publicity 
as m uch as up to two years ago on national television 
and  in national publications. P rio r  to com ing to te le 
vision as a dram a, it had already spent six weeks in 
the num ber one position on “The New York T im es” 
best seller list and since the  program  has re-assum ed 
tha t position.

In te rm s of getting one’s ju s t  due, this obviously 
is H aley’s rew ard  for a job well done on a twelve- 
year  search. However, it m u s t  be slightly d ishearten 
ing to have some of the original content of the book 
completely altered or omitted altogether. But w ith  the 
price of television tim e being w hat it is, it would have

been ra ther  difficult to fuse 175 chapters w orth of 
reading into twelve hours viewing time.

Having read the book I  would say as a whole the 
m ajority  of the episodes fell together in a cohesive 
pattern. This is in no way to say tha t  the show was 
w ithout flaws. M any people feel th a t  the character of 
Cicely Tyson should have been expanded to “show
case” her  talents. Being a well-established actress in 
her own right, this was hardly  necessary. H er par t  a l 
though brief was convincing and to the point.

The brief appearance of au thor Maya Angelou was 
quite a d ifferent story. Being the m arvelous te ller of 
tales th a t  she is, her  role as the grandm other could 
have been used in establishing a wealth of knowledge 
in the history of the village. For tha t m a tte r  m ore of 
the everyday lifestyle of the village could have been 
examined.

Seem ingly  m ore  in terest was pu t on the  institution 
of slavery, and the  fam iliar ho rro r  stories of how 
slaves w ere trea ted  cam e forward. A lthough true, 
conditions w ere fa r  worse than  could be imagined 
and were described rightfu lly  so in the  novel, but 
were stricken from the television screen.

W hat distinguished “Roots” how ever from  the 
o rd inarily -heard  slave stories was tha t we were able 
to see the  essence of slavery as it affected one family. 
We were able to see the “roots” tha t  w ere established 
in the ir  heritage and culture and how  they were 
stripped away. The “roots” so to speak were set in 
Africa. The injustices of slavery  showed how they 
were washed aw ay and since one family was viewed 
intensively, our emotions as an audience cam e into

play. I t  did in a sense affect each of us personally.

In  its entirety, “Roots” was aired for twelve hours 
and had a lm ost as m any directors. In several in 
stances, for exam ple , w hen it was aired for two con
tinuous hours, a d ifferent director was used for each 
hour. This perhaps did not alter the outcome of the 
story bu t a lot of the  emotional impact was either 
changed or lost.

For me, the first two episodes of the series really 
established the tone. This is not to say th a t  the others 
were not effective, bu t the first two episodes were by 
fa r  the best. The last episode, in te rm s of directing, 
was a big let down. For an em otionally packed series, 
the climax episode came off to me no differently than  
a typical version of “G unsm oke” (music included). 
The two highlights of the entire evening w ere w hen 
Haley told w hat became of the rest of the family and 
George Sanford — Brown got ready to beat Lloyd 
Bridges with the whip. It was supposed to show 
hum ility  and compassion when he declined to do this, 
but I was highly disappointed. He could have h it him 
at least once.

The best perform ances overall in the series were 
given by Lamar Burton who played the young K unta  
Kinte, Lou Gossett as Fiddler, Leslie Uggams as 
Kizzy, Madge Sinclair as her m other and Ben Vereen 
as Chicken George. John Amos gave a good p e r 
form ance as Toby bu t there seemed to be something 
lacking tha t  d idn’t quite convince m e th a t  he felt 
secure in the part.

U ndoubtedly “Roots” will go down as one of the 
finest produced program s in the history of television.

Some of the 
smartest 

black executives 
work for us.

The N avy, though few black 
college men realize it, can be 
one of the fastest places for a 
smart young man to get ahead.
Responsibility comes quickly at 
sea, and it’s real responsibility.
An officer less than a year out 
of college may be in charge of 
thirty men; after just two years 
he may run a division of fifty or 
more. In four years, a N avy officer 
can have more managerial expe
rience than m ost civilians have 
midway through their careers.

T he N avy has officer programs 
in Aviation and Nuclear 
Propulsion, in Supply, Law,
M edicine, and m any others. Talk 
it over with your N avy recruiter 
or call 8 0 0 -8 4 1 -8 0 0 0  toll free.
Early responsibility. Black or 
white, it ’s what being a N avy  
officer is all about.

NAVY OFFICER. 
IT'S NOT JUST A JOB, IT'S AN ADVENTURE.

Dept, to Make 
Some Revisions

by Joyce Bass

A fter  M arch of 1977, students 
enrolled in the  D epartm en t of 
Special Education may notice a 
few revisions and new  additions 
to the ir  curriculum.

According to Mrs. Mary Scar- 
lette, assistant professor and act
ing cha irm an in the D epartm en t of 
E lem entary  and Special Educa
tion, “All school p rogram s geared 
to tra in ing  persons who are hand i
capped m ust go through an ex 
tensive review. We, at Bennett, 
are  taking a look a t our p rogram  
to see if our students know  ‘w hat’s 
happening’ in special education.”

She said th a t  the  departm ent 
will be reviewing and try ing to 
s trengthen  its own program . In 
March, the  State D epartm en t of 
Public Instruction will be send
ing a th ree m em ber panel to re 
view the program “to see if we are 
doing w hat we say we are doing.” 
The panel will ta lk  with instruc
tors and they will also interview 
students in the education field at 
random.

The departm en t has been re 
vising and adding new  courses to 
its curriculum. The departm en t 
has discovered tha t  the students 
in special education need to know 
how to teach sex education to 
EMR students or m entally  r e 
tarded students.

“We are try ing to increase the 
observation experiences for our 
students. Certification for teachers 
here at Bennett reads K-3. W e’re 
try ing to expose the girls to the 
reverse— 12-K,” said Mrs. Scar- 
lette.

The teaching m em bers  of the 
dep a r tm en t have been taking field 
trips to various institutions w here 
the re  are  EM R students to see 
w hat their  needs are. In this way 
they will be able to know  w hat 
the girls will be expected to do.

Mrs. Scarlette said tha t  most of 
the staff m em bers  who w en t on 
the  trips called them  “m ind- 
bending.”

Bennett College and Guilford 
College are the only schools in 
this area th a t  offer special educa
tion on the  undergraduate  level. 
Mrs. Scarlette said th a t  Bennett 
w ants to do its best. The depart
m en t wants to increase the s tu 
d en t’s ability to do diagnostic 
testing.

Some people may look at the 
M arch review as a pass or fail 
type  of test. Mrs. Scarlette says 
tha t  this is not the  case.

“Our program  is not in jeop
ardy. W e w an t to strengthen our 
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