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Student-Faculty R etreat Reviews Mission^ Goals, Objectives

Does Bennett Have a Future?
by K ay  D olberry

The pe rseverance  of th e  p r i ­
vate college is so m e w h a t  q u e s ­
tionable.

Due to such advers it ies  as d i ­
m in ish ing  funds for suppor t ,  r i s ­
ing opera t ional expenses ,  d ec rea s ­
ing enrollm ents ,  new  and  d if fe ren t  
an tic ipations f ro m  s tu d en ts  as 
well as f rom  the  job  m a rk e t  some 
p riva te  colleges will  be sub jec ted  
to changing th e ir  concerns, o thers  
to closing th e i r  doors.

Since B enn e tt  is one of tw o  
black p r iva te  colleges for w o m e n  
in the  United  States, ho w  do w e 
combat these societal changes so 
tha t  all too soon we w o n ’t  b e ­

c o m e  a m o n u m e n t  to the  past?
O n  M a y  10-11, 1977, th e  C o­

lonial W i l l iam sbu rg  s ty led  Q uail  
Roost C onference  C enter ,  loca ted  
ab ou t  th i r te e n  miles f ro m  D u r ­
h a m ,  N. C., w as the  scene in w hich  
se lec ted  m e m b e r s  of th e  faculty ,  
s ta f f  an d  s tu d e n t  body re t r e a te d  
in an  e ffo r t  to deal w i th  th e  q u e s ­
t ion  of B e n n e t t  College’s fu tu re ,  
its m ission , goals and  objectives.

Those in a t te n d a n c e  w ere :  the 
Rev. Peter Addo, Dean Harold 
Bragg, Myra Davis, Mary Eady, 
W ilhelm ina Gilbert, Dorothy H ar­
ris, President Isaac H. Miller, Jr., 
Dr. J. H. Sayles, Ouida Scarbor­
ough, Louise Streat, Dean Chelsea 
Tipton and  Dr. William Trent, of

the  facu l ty  an d  s ta f f  an d  Kay D o l­
berry, M arilyn Hicks, Cassandra 
Jones and  Rochelle Moody of the
s tu d e n t  body.

P re s id e n t  M iller, w ho  p re s id ed  
a t  th e  conference , in  his opening 
s t a te m e n t  p u t  th e  p u rp ose  o f  the  
conference  in to  a pe rspec t ive  by 
going back  to  w h a t  he considers  
to be th e  “ roo ts” of B e n n e t t  Col­
lege. In  a n s w e r  to his ques t ion  
“Who a re  w e ? ” he sa id  th a t  we 
are  an e m b o d im e n t  of five th ings .  
We a re  a c h u rc h  a ff i l ia ted  college, 
we are  a w o m e n ’s college, w e  a re  
a l ibera l  a r t s  college, w e  a re  a 
c a re e r  o r ien ted  college a n d  w e are  
a b lack  college.

We are  these  th ings; yet, he

New Members Join Family
D uring  the  opening session of 

B enn e tt  College’s F a c u l ty /S ta f f  
Institute, Dr. Isaac H. Miller a n ­
nounced new  facu lty  a p p o in tm e n ts  
and s taff  additions fo r  th e  aca ­
dem ic  year.

New a d m in is t r a t iv e  a p p o in t ­
ments are  Dr. Mary Lynn Sadler, 
Dr. Donald F. Martin, an d  Dr. 
Morris C. Peterkin. Dr. S a d le r  r e ­
ceived he r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  e d u c a ­
tion at D uke U nivers ity .  She 
serves as d irec to r  of th e  H u m a n i ­
ties Division and  c h a i rm a n  of the  
C om m unica t ions  D ep a r tm e n t .  H e r  
doctoral s tudy  was done a t  the  
Univers ity  of Illinois.

Dr. M artin , n e w  d irec to r  of th e  
Division of Socia l Sciences, com ­
pleted his u n d e rg r a d u a te  stud ies  
at N orth  C aro l ina  A. & T. S ta te  
U nivers ity  and  g ra d u a te  s tu dy  at

the  U n iv e rs i ty  of A kron .  Also 
se rv ing  as c h a i rm a n  of the  D e­
p a r t m e n t  of Socia l and  B ehav io ra l  
Sciences, he rece ived  th e  d oc to ra te  
from Ohio S ta te  U n ivers i ty .

A p po in te d  d irec to r  of the  D iv i­
sion of E duca tion  is Dr. P e te rk in ,  
an a lu m n u s  of C heney  S ta te  Col­
lege. He rece ived  th e  m a s te r s  of 
educat ion  cer t if ica te  from  T em ple  
U nivers ity ,  the m a s te r s  of a r ts  
f ro m  G overnors  S ta te  U n ive rs i ty  
and  th e  doctora l  degree  f ro m  the  
U nive rs i ty  of P i t t sb u rg h .  He also 
cha irs  the  d e p a r tm e n t  of S econ ­
d a ry  and  P ro fess iona l E ducation .

Jo in in g  th e  Science facu l ty  is 
Joella Hendricks, in s tru c to r  in the  
D e p a r tm e n t  of H ealth ,  Physica l  
E duca tion  and  R ecrea t ion .  R ece iv ­
ing h e r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  educa t ion  
a t  M issouri  W este rn ,  she c o m ­

p le ted  g ra d u a te  s tu d y  a t  C olorado 
S ta te  U nivers ity .

Cheryl McLeod, a g ra d u a te  of 
C h a th am  College, serves as p a r t -  
t im e in s t ru c to r  of m a th em a t ic s .  
Mrs. McLeod rece ived  h e r  g r a d ­
u a te  s tud y  a t  the  U n iv e rs i ty  of 
N orth  C aro l ina  a t  C hape l  Hill.

Also jo in ing  th e  M a th em at ic s  
D e p a r tm e n t  is Dr. John F. Wiggs, 
an  a lu m n u s  of O ak lan d  C ity  Col­
lege. He serves as a s s is tan t  p r o ­
fessor of m a th e m a tic s  an d  physics. 
Dr. W iggs co m p le ted  g ra d u a te  
s tu d y  a t  In d ian a  U nivers ity  and  
doctora l  s tud y  a t  N o rth  C aro l ina  
S ta te  U n ivers ity .

Dr. Robert C. Miller, ass is tan t 
p rofessor  o f  H is to ry  a n d  Social 
Science, received h is  u n d e r g r a d ­
ua te  degree  from  C olorado S ta te  

(Continued on Page 3)

said, w e m a y  be “like u n to  a n ew  
bo rn  in fa n t  w ho  dai ly  is exposing 
a new  su rface  of its n a tu r e  to  a 
cons tan t ly  chang ing  e n v i ro n m e n t .”

He also listed on a h a n d o u t  
p r io r  to the  conference  some i m ­
pera t iv es  re g a rd in g  w h a t  he  felt 
the  college’s im m e d ia te  and  fu tu re  
m iss ion  shou ld  entail .

T he  p a r t ic ip an ts  w e re  d iv ided  
into fou r  g roups  w h ich  the  p re s i ­
den t  ch a rg ed  w i th  th e  ta sk  of a d ­
d re s s in g  them se lves  to th e  q u e s ­
tion of how  to go abo u t  “ ach iev ing  
a g re a t e r  sense of co m m u n ity  in  
in s t i tu t io n .” H e said, “F o r  ou t  of 
th e  c o m m u n i ty  re la tions  I th in k  
w e can  ach ieve  th e  o w n ersh ip  of 
goals w h ich  is necessa ry  to  m a k e  
ou r  v e n tu re  a success.”

The fou r  groups, led by  Ms. G il ­
bert, Ms. H arr is ,  Mrs. S t r e a t  and  
Mrs. Eady, each  cam e u p  w ith  
p rac t ica l  “how  to ’s a n d  m e th o d s  
of im p le m en ta t io n  in  an sw e r  to 
the  p re s id e n t ’s call. E ach  g roup  
ap p ro ach ed  its ta sk  so m e w h a t  d if ­
fe re n t ly  and  revea led  its f indings 
to o the rs  in closing repor ts .  H o w ­
ever,  it  was th e  consensus of all 
th a t  those f ind ings and  r e c o m ­
m end a tio ns  be followed u p  w i th ­
out hesita tion .

T he  f i rs t  fo l lo w -u p  m e e t in g  of

I

Dr. Miller opens conference.
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the  Q uail  Roost C onference  took 
p lace on J u ly  11. I t  consisted 
m a in ly  of r eg ro u p in g  th e  concerns 
ra ised  a t  th e  r e t r e a t  so as to  
achieve  m a x i m u m  effec tiveness  in  
m ak in g  the  sugges ted  m e a su re s  of 
r e fo rm  realit ies .  Specific r e f o rm  
m e a su re s  w ere  lis ted  u n d e r  the  
b ro ad  categories  of S tu d e n t  A f ­
fairs, A ca d e m ic  A ffa irs ,  F isca l  A f ­
fairs, D ev e lop m en ta l  A ffa i rs  and  
C u l tu ra l  C lim ate .

(Continued on Page 3)

Labor Day Festivities at Bennett College 
Ranged from Morning Brunch to a Disco

Labor Day activities took place on the campus quadrangle.
Photo by Myra Davis

by  Jo yce  Bass 
L ab o r  D ay  activ i t ies  on B e n ­

n e t t ’s cam p us  th is  y e a r  ra ng ed  
f ro m  an ea r ly  m o rn in g  b ru n ch  
w ith  all the  “ f ix in s” to an  e v e n ing  
disco in f ro n t  of D av id  D. Jon es  
S tu d e n t  Union.

M onday 's  ac t iv i t ies  in  th e  c a m p ­
us q u a d ra n g le  began  w i th  vo lley ­
ball games, b a d m in to n  gam es,  
p in g -p o n g  an d  th e  e v e r -p o p u la r  
“ b la n k e t -o n -g ra s s ” ca rd  game. I t  
w a s  a li t t le  l a te r  in  th e  d ay  w h e n  
m o s t  of th e  “on the  g ro u n d ” ac ­
t iv it ies  took  place.

L ined  in  six row s w e re  the  eager  
p a r t ic ip an ts  for th e  sack races  and  
th ree - legg ed  races. W hile  m os t  of 
th e m  m a n a g e d  to  get th ro u g h  the  
race  in  an  “u p r ig h t” position, 
the re  w e re  a few  of th e m  w ho 
“took th e  c oun t .”

T he  so f tba l l  g am e a t t r a c te d  f e ­
m a le s  and  m a le s  of all sizes f rom  
m iles  a rou nd ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s n ’t  the  
h ig h l ig h t  of th e  day.

W ith  b u r la p  sacks m a rk in g  the  
line, th e  opposing  te am s  in th e  
tu g - o f -w a r  stood fac ing  each o th e r

an x iou s ly  aw a it in g  th e  go signal. 
T he  w istle  b lew , th e  ro pe  b ro k e  
and  th e  g rou p  w e n t  down, l a u g h ­
ing. A second  a t t e m p t  w as  m ade .  
Again, th e  ro pe  snap ped .  T h e  w in ­
n in g  side w as  v ic tor ious w i th  th e  
w in n in g  knot.

S m o k e  f r o m  th e  grills  a ro used  
im p a t i e n t  h u n g ry  m o bs  w h o  s u r ­
ro u n d e d  an d  a t ta c k e d  th e  grills 
an d  food w i th  a vengeance .  H o t-  
dogs, h a m b u rg e r s ,  po ta to  salad , 
lem onade  an d  b ean s  m a d e  th e  
m enu. B u t  th e  b e s t  w as  y e t  to  
come! W ate rm e lo n s  b y  th e  t r u c k  
load c l im a xed  th e  festivities.

The L a b o r  D ay  disco m u s ic  w as  
p ro v id ed  b y  P y r a m id  P ro d u c t io n s  
and  w as  w ell  a t tend ed .  Tw o of th e  
cam pus G ree k  sororit ies  g ave  th e  
L a b o r  D ay c row d  a soul “s tep p in g ” 
sh ow  w h ic h  ad ded  th a t  e x t r a  
som ething.

A ro u n d  1 a.m., as th e  l igh ts  w e n t  
ou t in  P la y e r  Hall,  voices could  
be h e a rd  saying, “ I ache  al l  o v e r  
. . . b u t  w a s n ’t t h a t  fu n?  W o u ld n ’t  
it be nice to  h a v e  i t  e v e ry  w e e k ­
en d .”

Cuts Remain the Same

New Attendance Procedures Announced
by Sheila Purnell

The procedure for reporting class absences has been revised.
Dean Chelsea Tipton stated th a t  there  was too much con­

fusion on college procedure concerning unexcused absences.
Freshm en, sophomores and juniors are allowed one unex­

cused absence for each sem ester hour of credit awarded for a 
course in which they are enrolled.

Senior students with a “B” average or above in a course by 
the f ir s t  le tter  grading period may use their  discretion in a t ­
tending the course. Seniors with less than  a “B ” average a t  the 
time of the f irs t  le t te r  grading period are subject to the same 
class attendance regulations as all underclassmen.

The following pi-ocedure for reporting class absences is 
effective for the  academic year 1977-78.

1. All class absences should be cleared with the  teacher of 
the course for validation.

2. Teachers should report s tudent absences on appropriate 
forms to the  office of Freshm en Studies and Academic Support

Services only when a s tudent has reached the maximum number 
of absences allow'ed for a given class.

3. Absences due to illness should be verified by a physician 
or the campus medical s taff.

4. Teachers should excuse all absences related to field trips 
or o ther  official college-sponsored events approved by the  Dean 
of the  College. Notices of these excused absences will come from  
the Dean’s office.

5. O ther requests for excused absences should be referred  
to the Office of F reshm an Studies and Academic Support Ser­
vices.

6. A fte r  a student has exceeded the maximum num ber of ab­
sences allowed for a given class, a dropped notice will be sent 
by the  Dean of the  College to the  teacher of the  course, ad­
visers, Office of Records and Admissions and the student.

All m atte rs  pertaining to th is procedure should be referred  
to Dorothy Harris, director of Freshm en Studies and Academic 
Support Services.


