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President Urges Involvement, Discipline
by M a r io n  Jo h n so n

“W h a te v e r  B e n n e t t  is o r  m a y  
becom e, m y  in p u t  will  m a k e  a 
s ign if ican t d if fe rence ; the re fo re  
th e  q ua l i ty  of m y  in p u t  m u s t  be 
in  th e  h ig h e s t  o rd e r .”

T hese  w ere  the  sen t im en ts  Dr. 
Isaac H. Miller, p re s id e n t  of B e n 
n e t t  College, a sked  his h e a re r s  to 
sh a re  as he spoke to  an a t ten t iv e  
aud ience  a t  the  O p en ing  A s s e m 
b ly  held  in  P fe i f fe r  C h ape l  on 
Sept. 22.

P re s id e n t  M iller  b eg an  his a d 
dress  b y  en g ag ing  th e  aud ience  
in a h a n d -h o ld in g  exerc ise  an d  th e  
rec i ta t ion  of a p ray e r ,  A  va r ia t io n  
f ro m  th e  t r ad i t io n a l  open ing  a s 
sem blies  w as  the  p re s id e n t ’s p re s 
en ta t ion  of th e  add ress  in  th e  form  
of an  open le t te r  f rom  a fa th e r  to 
his f r e sh m a n  d a u g h te r  en te r in g  
Benne tt .

L e t t e r  to  D a u g h te r
The le t te r  opened  w i th  th e  e x 

chang ing  of fa rew e l ls  as the  
d a u g h te r  an d  h e r  p a re n ts  se p a 
ra ted .  “College is the  beg in n in g  of 
longer  sep a ra t io ns  an d  absences. 
T o ge the r  o u r  re la tions  m a y  b e 
come one of inc reas in g  m a tu r i t y  
and  m e a n in g ,” s ta ted  P re s id en t  
Miller.

He noted  th a t  college is a new  
ex p er ience  for  m o s t  people, l e a v 
ing  hom e  and  le av in g  the  com fort  
of k n o w in g  th e re  is a lw ays  som e 

one to  gu ide  a n d  p ro tec t  you. 
“H o w e v e r ,” P re s id e n t  M ille r  said, 
“th o ug h  the  gu id in g  h a n d s  of y o u r  
p a re n ts  w o n ’t be h e re  a t  B enn e tt ,  
th e  re s idue  of all th e i r  te ach ing  
will be p re sen t  to ass is t  you in  de- 
c i s io n -m a k in g .”

N eed F o r  Ideals
P re s id e n t  M iller  c on t inued  his 

address  w ith  th e  s t a te m e n t  th a t  
“B e n n e t t  College has ideals  th a t  
a re  ideals eve ry on e  should  s tress 
and  ab ide  b y .” H e  ex p re s sed  the  
im p o r tan ce  of B e n n e t t  as an  o p 
p o r tu n i ty  to con t inue  th e  process 
of education.

T h e  P re s id e n t  th e n  s ta te d  th e  
need  “to set ce r ta in  p r io r i t ie s  fo r  
yourself ,  for ex am p le  se lf-d isc i-  
pline. A t  B en n e t t  you will f ind  
cu l tu ra l  activ ities  and  sp ir i tu a l  
e n r ic h m e n t  as w ell as le a rn in g  and  
s tudying .  T ry  to develop a  p e r 
sonal ou tl ine  for  su rv iv a l .” 

O u tline  for  S u rv iv a l
T he  P re s id en t  th e n  listed  an d  

ex p o u n d ed  on severa l  po in ts  fo r  a 
sugges ted  outline.

1. C on tinue  to  cu l t iva te  y o u r  
life of sp i r i t  by going to church.

2. K eep  y o u r  ow n accu ra te  r e c 
ord of progress.

3. I t  is y o u r  re sponsib i l i ty  to 
learn , no one else can  do it  for 
you.

4. K eep  u p  w ith  y o u r  f inanc ia l  
obligations.

5. D on’t be a f ra id  to ask  y o u r

te ach e r  fo r  help.
6. In  th e  su b je c t  o r  discipline 

uti lize  sy m bo ls  an d  defin it ions, 
m a k e  reason  an d  logic h a n g  to 
ge ther .  R ead  y o u r  a ss ignm ents  b e 
fore class. A t te n t iv e  and  ana ly t ica l  
lis ten ing  is the  k ey  to  success in 
th e  class.

Im p o r tan ce  of F r ie n d sh ip  
P re s id e n t  M iller  th e n  spoke 

abou t f r iendsh ips  and  college life. 
H e s ta ted  “ T h a t  you  m u s t  chose

The g rea te s t  concern  of m a n y  
people  w ho  sponsor  or a t ten d  a 
contest is th e  fea r  of repet i t ion .

Too m uc h  of th e  s a m e  idea  or 
su b jec t  can  g ive  a p ro g ram , no 
m a t te r  ho w  w ell p lan ned ,  a b o r 
ing, m ono tonous  quali ty .

This  w as  no t so w i th  th e  3rd 
A n n u a l  E ven ing  of P u b l ic  S p e a k 
ing  held on Sept. 20. T h e re  w ere  
eigh t con tes tan ts  in  th is  p ro g ram . 
F r o m  Hattie Purnell’s d ra m a t ic  
in te rp re ta t io n  of L an gs to n  H u g h es ’ 
“Soul G one H o m e ” to  Sierra 
Joy ce ’s “a b s t r a c t” poetry , th e  au -

y o u r  ow n  fr iends. Be selective 
w h en  es tab l ish in g  fr ien d sh ip s .”

As fa r  as college life is con 
cerned , P re s id e n t  M i l le r  sug 
gested  l im i t in g  the  a m o u n t  of 
te lev is ion  w atched ,  l im i t ing  the  
a m o u n t  of s te reo  p layed  an d  o r 
gan iz ing  y o u r  t im e .

N eed for  P r a y e r  
P re s id e n t  M ille r  concluded  his 

add ress  by  u rg in g  s tu d en ts  to 
uti lize  the  cam pu s  resources :  peo -

dience w as  ta k e n  on  a jo u rn e y  
th rou gh  th e  ta le n ted  m in d s  of 
e ight of B e n n e t t ’s s tudents .

O rig in a l i ty  an d  in d iv id ua l i ty  
can  very  well be said to h av e  
been th e  m o s t  o u ts ta n d in g  fea 
tu re s  of the  p ro g ra m . B u t  w h a t  
w e re  the  m o t iv a t in g  forces th a t  
d rove each s tu d e n t  to e n te r  the  
contest, and  w h y  did the y  choose 
to give the  p re sen ta t io n  th a t  they  
did?

Hattie Purnell, a ju n io r  co m 
m u n ica t io n s  m a jo r  f ro m  O cean 
City, Md., says “ I h a v e  v e ry  deep 
feelings for  m y  m o th e r .  I w a n te d  
to convey  these  feelings to  o the r

pie, books a n d  p ra y e r ,  in  t im es  
of d is tress  o r  need . “G od m a n ag es  
all th in gs  in  th is  land ;  develop  a 
p r a y e r  to  s t r e n g th e n  in n e r  r e 
sources,” he  concluded.

M usic  fo r  th e  a s s e m b ly  w as  p r o 
v ided  by  the  B e n n e t t  College C on 
cert  C ho ir  and  Gospel C hoir  u n d e r  
th e  d irec to rsh ips  o f  Dr. Charlotte 
Alston an d  Ellen Warren. Dr. 
Richard Anderson p ro v id ed  o rgan  
music .

B e n n e t t  s isters in  an  a t te m p t  to 
m a k e  th e m  rea l ize  (if th e y  d o n ’t 
a l read y  kno w ) h o w  precious th e i r  
p a ren ts  a re  to  th e m .”

D eep th o u g h t  th is  s u m m e r  w as 
the  m o t iv a t in g  force w h ich  e n 
couraged  Darlene Franklin, a 
sophom ore  psychology m a jo r  f ro m  
W atch un g ,  N. J., to m a k e  a speech  
en t i t led  “We C an 't  Stop N ow .” 
D ar lene  says, “ I t ’s a fee l ing  I h a d  
all s u m m e r  long  a n d  th is  w as a 
good op p o r tu n ity  to ge t  the  m e s 
sage  across .”

T he even in g  of public  speak in g  
gave A vau Teo, a f r e s h m a n  h os 
p i ta l  d ie tetics  m a jo r  f ro m  A m e r i 
can Samoa, th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  a n 
sw e r  some of the  m a n y  quest ions 
th a t  she ha d  been  asked  b y  h e r  
B e n n e t t  sisters.

Terri Wade, a f r e sh m a n  p re -  
m e d  m a jo r  f r o m  F a i rm o n t ,  N. C., 
says abou t th e  even in g  o f  public  
speaking, “A t B e n n e t t  you  h a v e  
to f ind  so m e th in g  to  do an d  it  w as  
so m eth in g  to do.” T e r r i  says abou t 
h e r  poem s,  “B lack  W o m a n ” and  
“Ode to  a B ab y ,” “th ey  ju s t  h a p 
pened to be  th e  tw o  th a t  I  r e 
m e m b e re d .”

Rochelle Moody, a sen io r  c o m 
m u n ica t io ns  m a jo r  f r o m  G ary ,  I n 
d iana , says t h a t  h e r  idea of “S u 
p e rw o m a n ” cam e fro m  read ings  
and  discussions ab ou t  ca ree r  w o m 
en w ho  a re  also housew ives  a n d  
m o the rs .  R ochelle  says, “ I en joy  
sp eak in g  in  f ron t  of an  audience  
a l tho ug h  I d o n ’t do it o f ten .”

“ I w as t r ick ed ,” says Debra  
Hodges, a co m m u n ica t io ns  m a jo r  
f r o m  Mt. Holly, N. J. D e b ra ’s 
speech, en t i t led  “Televis ion V io 
lence ,” w as  an o n y m o u s ly  su b 
m i t ted  to the  contest. T he  basic  
idea s t e m m e d  fro m  a psychology 
class discussion. D eb ra  says, “ I t ’s 
rea l ly  in te re s t in g  h o w  ch ild ren  
le a rn  and  w e rea l ly  do n ’t  pa y  th a t  
m u c h  a t ten t io n  to  t h e m .”

Sierra Joyce, a ju n io r  E ng lish  
m a jo r  fro m  W ash ing ton ,  D. C., 
said a b o u t  the  even ing  of public  
speak ing , “ I l iked  w h a t  th e  co n 
te s t  w as  a b o u t .” T h ro u g h  h e r  
p o e try  it w as  S ie r r a ’s a im  to co m 
p l im en t  to d a y ’s b lack  m e n  and  
w o m en .

M y  speech, “ Save  th e  C h i ld ren ” 
w as o r ig ina l ly  w r i t te n  for  a speech 
class. I w a s  su rp r is ed  to  f ind  ou t 
th a t  th e  sub jec t  of juv e n i le  d e 
l in q u en cy  in te re s te d  the  class. E n 
te r in g  m y  speech  in  th e  contes t  
gave  m e  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  t r y  it  
ou t  on a la rge  audience.

All of these  tho ug h ts ,  a t t i tudes ,  
and  feelings p u t  to g e th e r  m a d e  an  
e v en in g  o f  public  sp eak in g  th a t  
w as v e ry  de l igh tfu l  and  successful.

Exam Required  

For G raduatio n
(Continued from Page 1)

m u n ic a t io n s  D e p a r tm e n t ;  W ilhel-  
mina Gilbert, c h a i rm a n  of th e  
Business D e p a r tm e n t ;  Linda Ad- 
do, ass is tan t p ro fesso r  of H istory ; 
E velyn Jones, ass is tan t  p rofessor 
of Biology; Mary Scarlette, c h a i r 
m an  of th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of E le 
m e n ta ry  and  S eco nd ary  Educa tion ; 
Dr. Virginia Tucker, associate  p ro 
fessor of E nglish ; Louvenia M ill 
ing, in s t ru c to r  of E ng lish ;  an d  
Georgie Latimer, ass is tan t  p ro fe s 
sor  of English.
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Public Speaking Contestants 
Discuss IVIotivating Forces

by  D otty  -Brown


