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Reading Skills Are National Concern

Class Surveys BC Reading
b y  K a t ie  Gailes

D u r in g  the  F a l l  Sem e s te r  of 
1976-77, a su r v e y  of s tu d e n t  r e a d 
ing  h ab i t s  w as conduc ted  by  th e  
B us iness  C o m m u n ica t io n s  class 
h e re  a t  B e n n e t t  College. A  s a m p le  
of 100 subjects ,  r a n d o m ly  selected  
f ro m  the  s tu d e n t  ros ter ,  su b m it ted  
d a ta  fo r  th e  s tudy.

T h e  su rv e y  w a s  p ro m p te d  by 
n u m e ro u s  n e w s p a p e r  an d  m a g a 
zine art ic les  on func t iona l  i l l i te r 
acy  and  re a d in g  d isabil i ty .  F u n c 
t iona l  i l l i teracy is a defic iency  in 
th e  basic  ed uca t iona l  skills. R e a d 
ing  d isab i l i ty  is fa i lu re  to  dec iphe r  
p r in t  into m e n ta l  and  v e rb a l  c o m 
prehens ion  of its meaning .

A  su b s tan t ia l  port ion  of the  U. S. 
p opu la t ion  does not read  well  
e n ough  to funct ion  in society s u c 
cessfully. A new s  art ic le ,  a p p e a r 
ing in the  N ew  Y ork  T im es ,  to ld 
th is  story:

“ S o m e  12 mill ion  persons,  14 
years  of age an d  older, c anno t  road 
as well  as th e  av e rage  4th  g rader .  
A p p ro x im a te ly  60 pe rcen t  of the  
13-year-o lds  canno t  fo llow d irec 
t ions in a s im p le  cookbook; an  es 
t im a ted  18 mill ion adu l ts  c anno t  
read well  enough  to fill out ap p l i 
cat ions for M edicare,  Social Se
curi ty ,  b a n k  loans,  o r  d r iv e r s ’ l i 
censes.”

T he  s tu d en ts  in  th e  Business  
C o m m u n ic a t io n s  class w e re  c u r i 
ous abou t  th e  q u a n t i ty  and  qua l i ty  
of r ead ing  on cam pus.  A  su rv ey  
in s t ru m e n t  w as  d ra w n  up  and  a d 
m in is te re d  to  the  r a n d o m ly  s e 
lected g roup  of s tuden ts .  T h e re  
was an 84 pe rcen t  r e tu rn  of the  
ques t ionna ire .

The la rges t  pe rcen tage  of r e 
t u r n s  cam e f rom  seniors and  f r e sh 
m e n .  This  could m e a n  th a t  th e  
m iddle  col lege yea rs  a re  th e  m o s t  
apa the t ic .

T he  fo l lowing magazines, listed 
in o rd e r  of popula r i ty ,  seem  to  be 
the  favor ites  am ong  B enne t t  s t u 
dents:  1) “E ssence” 2) “E b o n y ” 
3) “ J e t ” 4) “ G l a m o u r ” 5) “T im e ” 
6) “ N ew sw e e k ” 7) “Psychology  
T oday .” F if ty  pe rcen t  of these  
choices a p p e a r  to be choices of 
read ing  for e n t e r t a in m e n t  only.

S o m e  43 pe rcen t  of the  s tuden ts  
subsc r ibed  to th e i r  favor i te  m a g 
azines and  28 pe rcen t  b o r row ed  
periodica ls  from othei's. It  a p 
pea red  th a t  s tuden ts  do qu i te  a 
lot of r e ad in g  o th e r  th a n  t e x t 
books and  class as s ignm en ts .  In  
fact, 74 p e rcen t  said t h a t  th e y  
read  b e tw e e n  3 and  10 outs ide  
books p e r  year.

th e m se lv e s  pu rchased  m ost of the  
books they  read ,  w i th  th e  m os t  
f r equen t ly  pu rchased  be ing  novels.  
H ow ever ,  given a choice b e tw een  
read ing  a bes t -se l l ing  nove l  and 
w atch ing  the  movie, 52 pe rcen t  
sa id th a t  th e y  would  p re f e r  w a tc h 
ing the  m ovie .  H ow ever ,  one 
le a rns  m u c h  more,  they  say,  by 
read ing  th a n  by  hea r ing ;  t h e r e 
fore, we m ay  say th a t  one p ic tu re  
m a y  be ro b b in g  s tuden ts  of a 
thousand  words.

Only  29 percen t  of the  sub jec ts  
had  access to  and used the  d ic- 
t ionai’v f r equen t ly ;  12 pe rcen t  said 
th a t  they  a lm ost  n e v e r  used it 
even  th o u g h  94 pe rcen t  ow ned  a 
d ic tionary .

by S ab r in a  D. Sturg is  
Barbara  H a m m ,  sen ior  C o m 

m u n ica t io n s  M edia ( IS P )  m a jo r  
from Balt im ore ,  M ary land ,  ass is t 
an t d o rm  d irec to r  of Jones  Hall,  
p resen ted  last  M onday  even ing  h e r  
“ one of a k in d ” expe r ience  in 
N o r th e rn  California .

T he  speech w as  en t i t led  “ 1 
B rough t  th is  W a te rm e lo n  ‘Spec ia l 
ly fo’ y ’ al l!” — or “ The W a te r -

I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  use  of th e  d ic 
t iona ry ,  a v e ry  old and  ve ry  e f 
fect ive co m m u n ic a t io n  aid, p ro b 
ab ly  should  be s t ressed  m o re  even  
a t  the  college level.

W here  o n e ’s re ad in g  is done can 
have  a decided  cffec t  u p o n  r e a d 
ing hab i ts  an d  m o s t  of all upon  
o n e ’s r e a d i n g  com prehens ion .  
W hen  read ing  is done  w h e re  th e re  
a re  m a ny  audio  and  v isua l  d is 
tractions,  the  level of c o m p re h e n 
sion m o s t  likely will be  low.

T he  s tudy  show ed  th a t  even 
though  40 pe rcen t  of the  s tuden ts  
p re f e r red  com ple te  si lence w h en  
reading,  only 5 p e rcen t  did th e i r  
i-eading in the l ib ra ry .  S ev en ty -

melon S y n d ro m e .” B a rba ra ,  along 
with four o th e r  s tuden ts  f rom  d i f 
ferent col leges left  on a o n e -m o n th  
Y outh  E xchange  tom- sponsored by 
the  U nited  M ethod is t  C hu rch  from 
J u n e  9 th rough  J u l y  9.

T he  Youth  G ro u p  to u red  the 
N or the rn  pai't of C aliforn ia  r e p 
re sen t ing  various  black colleges 
from the  S o u th -E a s t  and  te ll ing  
the  people of the  h is to ry  of the

Habits
four  pe rcen t  did  m o s t  of th e i r  
re ad in g  in th e  d o rm i to ry  w h e re  
th e re  is l i t t le  possibil i ty  of com 
ple te  si lence d u r in g  n o r m a l  w a k 
ing hours .  Some s tuden ts  ind ica ted  
t h a t  they  p re f e r  re ad in g  w i th  d is 
t r ac t ions  such as m us ic ,  T.V., o r  
both .

W hen  asked  if th e y  w e re  in te r 
ested in im prov ing  th e i r  re a d in g  
habits ,  93 p e rcen t  of th e  sub jec ts  
a n sw ered  “yes.” W h en  s tuden ts  
realize t h a t  the re  is ro o m  fo r  im 
p ro v e m e n t ,  th e y  m a y  be  w il l ing  
to w ork  to w ard  im p ro v e m e n t .  T he  
des i re  to  read  and  read  b e t te r  is 
necessa ry  as m o t iv a t io n  to w ard  
a cq u i r in g  and  im p ro v in g  re a d in g  

skills.

colleges, the  cu r r ic u lu m ,  en ro l l 
ment,  fees, and  the  c a m p u s  life 

itself.
B a rb a ra  told of h e r  expe r ience  

deal ing  w ith  people  w h o  h a d  n e v 
e r  ac tua l ly  seen a b lack  person  
or held  conversa t ion  w i th  one 
before, and  to  B a rb a ra  th is  w as  
vei-y unbe l ievab le  un t i l  she  had  
ac tua l ly  expe r ien ced  it.

T he  Y ou th  G ro u p ’s f i rs t  stop 
was in Soledad w h e re  th e y  p r e 
sen ted  th e i r  f i rs t  speech. Fo l low 
ing th e  speeches a w o m a n  a p 
p roached  t h e m  w i th  a  gift. To 
the i r  su rp r ise  i t  w as  a w a t e r 
m elon.  This  is w h e re  th e  “W a t e r 
melon  S y n d ro m e ” cam e to  play.

T he  second stop w as  F o r r e s t -  
vil le, a to w n  located  40 m i le s  o u t 
side Los Angeles.  B y  th is  t im e  the  
Y ou th  G ro u p  k n e w  w h a t  to  expec t  
in th e  to w n s  ahead .  T h e  group  
was able  to  r ek ind le  some posi t ive 
a t t i tudes ,  and  w e n t  on w i th  the  
business  a t  h a n d  of m a k in g  th e i r  
p resen ta t ion .

T he  n e x t  s top  w a s  Sonora ,  a 
m oun ta inous  tow n. H e re  th e  Y o u th  
G ro u p  w as  to g ive  th e i r  p r e s e n ta 
t ion a t  a Y ou th  F es t iv a l  o n ly  to  
find out w h en  th e y  got th e re  t h a t  
th e y  w e re  be ing  p re sen ted  as 
“ F ive  Gospel S ingers .” “W h a t” ? 
said B a rb a ra .  “W e  w e r e n ’t  even  
th e re  for singing.  W e had  no in 
ten t ion  of s inging!” L a te r  it  w as  
found th a t  th is  w as  ju s t  p r o p a 
g an d a  to  get  th e  people  to  come.

T he  f ina l stop w as  a t  Reedley ,  
California ,  w h e re  th e  Y ou th  G roup  
h a d  to  si t a t  an exh ib i t ion  tab le  
and  a n sw e r  th e  ques t ions  th e  p eo 
ple m i g h t  w ish  to  a sk  p e r ta in in g  
to th e  colleges. I t  took  a w h i le  
for anyone  to a p p ro ach  th e  tab le  
a n d  w h e n  a w o m a n  did, a l l  she 
h ad  to say  w as  “T h ey  need  to  get  
r id  of Id i  A m in .”

H ow ever ,  th e  d is tre ss ing  po in t  
of th e  t r ip  w as  no t  so m u c h  the  
nega t iv ism  of th e  w h i te  people  
b u t  also th e  lack  of  know ledge  of 
the  C a li fo rn ia  m e m b e r s  of th e  
C om m iss ion  on B lack  Colleges of 
th e  U nited  M e th o d is t  C hurch .  
T h ey  had  l i tt le  in fo rm a t io n  on th e  
va r ious  S ou thea s t  Colleges a n d  
had  n e v e r  h e a rd  of c e r ta in  b la ck  
colleges.

B a r b a r a  said, “I w as  v e r y  p roud  
of m yse lf  because  I h ad  in f o rm a 
tion ab o u t  m y  school t h a t  th e y  
d id n ’t even  ho ld!”

T h e re  a re  a  to ta l  of five b lack  
M ethod is t  chu rches  th ro u g h o u t  
N o r th e rn  California .  T h ro u g h o u t  
the  en t i re  m o n th  th e  g roup  w ere  
no t  schedu led  fo r  any  of these  
b lack  churches ,  because  th e  C o m 
mission  h a d  schedu led  th e m  for 
o th e r  churches .  T his  w as  because  
th e  C om m iss ion  “c la im ed  th e y  had  
p icked  the  chu rches  on a ro ta t ing  
basis ,” s ta ted  B a rb a ra .  “B u t  a c tu 
al ly  r e p re se n ta t iv e s  h a v e n ’t eve r  
been  to  those  chu rches  be fo re ,” 

she  said.
B y  th e  end  of the  to u r  everyone  

in th e  g roup  h ad  been  p resen ted  
a w a te rm e lo n  so m ew here  d u r in g  

th e i r  t r ip .
N e a r  to  th e  conclusion  of h e r  

speech, B a r b a r a  s ta ted ,  “W e m u s t  
be seen  as people  rega rd less  of 
color;  w e  h av e  a long w ay  to  go!”

T he  s tuden ts  also said  th a t  they
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