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Grads Span Globe

Business Majors Pursue Varied
by W ilhelm ina J . G ilbert

The story began in  A frica; and 
from th a t perspective, perhaps the 
picture of w hat the graduates of 
the D epartm en t of Business and 
Economics have done and are do
ing will achieve a fine focus and 
added dimension for those who 
read th is issue of the  Banner and 
share th is “snapshot” of the De
p artm en t’s alumnae.

Marie Nassau Dunbar, M on
rovia, Liberia, W est A frica, ’62, 
began h er business career in 
Rome, Italy, w here she served for 
a tim e w ith  the  L iberian  con
sulate. R eturning to Liberia, she 
was employed by the  P o rt A u
thority  in Monrovia.

Another alum na who calls L i
beria home is Omodele Labor 
Cole, ’73, who earned the M.S. 
degree in accounting at th e  U ni
versity of M ichigan in 1975 and 
who, at last contact, expressed 
plans to begin h e r career w ith  the 
Firestone Rubber Company in 
Liberia. Recently, she has also 
taken on th e  study of law  there.

Eileen Pratt Incandari, ’68, S ier
ra  Leone, West Africa, was the 
first of the alum nae from  A frica 
to extend the  four-year college 
career in th e  United States to 
encompass tw o years of profes
sional study in m anagem ent. She 
earned the M.B.A. in m arketing  
m anagem ent a t A tlanta U niversity 
before retu rn ing  to S ierra Leone 
to help assure her country’s p rog 
ress as a m em ber of the  B ritish 
Com m onw ealth of Nations.

Moving tow ard hom e, the p e r 

spective broadens as Elisapeta 
Saelua Ladagi, ’64, and Tagiilima 
Muasau Tunoa, ’66, both  of A m er
ican Sam oa, dem onstrate  the ir 
leadersh ip  skills, E lisapeta as the 
w ife of a m in ister and a  church 
leader and T agiilim a as a college 
teacher of business subjects. Both 
w om en w ere  serious students here.

In  the  foreground  of th e  D epart
m en t’s a lum nae “snapshot” are 
scores of am bitious young A m er
ican women. Catching th e  eye are 
two young women, Peggy Bell 
Parks and Mary Lavonne Thom p
son Janies, both  of the  class of ’69, 
who, w ith  the  assistance of fellow 
ships sought in  th e ir  behalf, en te r 
ed the U niversity  of M innesota 
in the fall following th e ir  g rad u a 
tion—Peggy to  w ork for a degree 
in accounting and  M ary Lavonne 
to  p repare  for teaching a t  the  
secondary level. Both received ad 
vanced degrees from  th e  U niver
sity  of M innesota. M ary Lavonne 
is a teacher of business subjects 
in the M inneapolis high schools.

Peggy achieved D ean’s L ist 
standing  and was sponsored by 
Price-W aterhouse. She w en t on to  
achieve CPA certification; and she 
is now a senior accountan t on the  
aud it staff of P rice-W aterhouse, 
a nationw ide public accounting 
firm . H er duties vary  from  p e r 
form ing the detail w ork for a com 
plete audit to p reparing  th e  final 
report and r e l a t e d  le tte r  to 
m anagem ent.

“The types of audits on w hich 
1 have w orked,” Peggy says, ‘in 
clude hospitals, colleges, banks.

departm en t stores, m anufactures, 
am ong o thers.” She continues, 
“Because of the  num ber, location, 
and types of clients, some trav e l 
is also involved.”

Peggy has also ta u g h t in  the 
n ig h t school division of th e  U ni
versity  of M innesota.

Carolyn Everett, ’71, w ith  the 
assistance of the D epartm ent, se
cured a fellowship for study  in  the 
area  of h e r  in terest, labo r and  in 
dustria l relations, a t  th e  U niver
sity  of M assachusetts and  received 
the  M.S. degree in  th a t  a re a  in 
1973. Im m ediately  following g rad 
uation, she begam h er professional 
career in the  personnel area  w ith  
one of the  banking institu tions in 
Boston w here  she cu rren tly  lives 
and works.

I t appears th a t m any w om en 
who have g raduated  from  th e  D e
p a rtm en t of Business and Eco
nom ics have followed the  national 
trend  tow ard  choice of legal ca
reers. The D epartm en t points to 
its use of the case m ethod in d e 
veloping m anagem ent skill as a 
m otivating  factor. W hatever the 
m otivation ,th ree m em bers of the  
Class of ’72 have chosen the 
profession and have found it 
fascinating.

Ella Quick Thomas, ’72, w as the 
firs t to  see the  legal arena as the 
irresistib le  m agnet for h e r  ta lents. 
She was ad m itted  to the School 
of Law  of th e  U niversity  of North 
Carolina a t Chapel H ill im m ed i
ately following h er graduation. 
She com pleted study for th e  law 
degree, sa t for the  N orth Carolina
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Ella Quick Thomas checks a legal reference.

B ar E xam ination, and passed it 
in 1975. She now  serves as legal 
counsel for Southern  Bell in B ir
m ingham , Alabamia.

Janice Glover and  Betty Brown 
of th e  sam e class ( ’72) are  cu r 
ren tly  studying  o r com pleting the 
study of law. Jan ice , a t th e  U ni
versity  of K ansas a t Law rence 
began the  M B A-JD  program  tw o 
years ago. B etty  is cu rren tly  in 
the  legal p rogram  a t  N orth  C ar
olina C entral U n i v e r s i t y  a t 
Durham .

A final quick glance w ill show 
w ith in  the  p ic tu re  Doris Knotts 
Surgeon, ’66, who has w orked as 
a professor in the  D epartm ent 
since 1971. She com pleted w ork  
for an  advanced degree a t the 
U niversity  of N orth  Carolina a t 
Greensboro in  1971. There, she 
w as elected to  m em bersh ip  in  Del
ta  P i Epsilon, the  national g rad 
u a te  honor society in  business 
education; and  she has served the 
local chap te r of th e  society as 
secretary, vice president, and

presiden t du ring  th e  te rm  of h e r  
m em bersh ip .

Mrs. Surgeon has shared  the  
D epartm en t’s philosophy; “W hat 
happens in education  m a tte rs  and 
m atte rs  trem endously . W hat h ap 
pens resu lts from  a  partne rsh ip  
of s tuden t and teacher in  a v en 
tu re  w here learn ing  is vigorously 
sought, becomes self-d irected , and 
is actively cherished for its own 
sake. C reative ind iv idualism  is th e  
end  product; i t  is the  goal of four 
years of becom ing th e  person one 
w ants to  be.”

A snapshot can give exposure 
to  only a lim ited  n u m b e r  of sub 
jects, no m a tte r  how  th e y  m ay 
crowd th e  perspective of the  cam 
era ’s eye. The v iew er is alw ays 
le ft w ith  an incom plete p ic ture 
and questions about th e  m em bers 
of the  group who cannot be seen. 
So it  is  w ith  th is  verba l p icture. 
There are  graduates w ho m u s t 
have a p lace in  the  n ex t focus. 
The Banner w ould do weU to p ro 
vide the  chance in  th e  n ea r  fu ture .

Belle: You Can Be What You Want
by Yolanda M. W hite

“You are w hat you believe and 
you can becom e w hat it is you 
desire to be.” This is w hat 
Suzanne Christine Carothers, B en
nett g raduate (’71), said w hen she 
was asked w hat philosophy of life 
has guided her.

Suzanne was an early  childhood 
education m a jo r in her years at 
Bennett. She now w orks in  a 
group teaching situation  in New 
York City a t th e  B ank  S treet 
School for C hildren and also as 
a teacher-tra iner in  the Bank 
S treet College of Education.

Suzanne says th a t  B ennett help 
ed h er to  p repare  for h e r present 
job. W hen she graduated  from 
Bennett she w ent straigh t to the 
Bank S treet College of Education, 
a graduate school th a t specializes 
in early  childhood education. H er 
undergraduate tra in ing  a t Bennett, 
such as rela ted  field experiences 
and class work, helped h er to 
m ore than  adequately m eet the 
dem ands of g raduate study. Since 
1975, she has been w orking on her 
doctorate in the  same field at 

NYU.

When ta lk ing about teaching as 
a profession Suzanne said, “There 
is h igh  unem ploym ent among 
teachers in general. D epending on 
w here one teaches, there m ay  be 
a need for bilingual teachers. Spe
cial education majors, because of 
m ainstream ing, seem to  be m ore 
employable th an  early  childhood 
m ajors. Also having a concentra
tion such as m usic, reading, etc., 
gives a person m ore options w hen 
applying for a teaching position.”

Believing in herself and being 
able to set priorities and pace her 
steps gave Suzanne the  m otivation 
to succeed. Some of th a t m otiva 
tion was w ith  h er during  h er col
lege years. T hat is w hy she was 
nom inated by B ennett for the 
1970-71 edition of Who’s Who 
Among Stixdents in American

Universities and Colleges. WhUe a t 
B ennett she was also aw arded  a 
partia l scholarship.

Suzanne produced a teacher 
tra in in g  film strip , “C hildren Can 
Cook” and in collaboration w ith 
others, tw o o ther film strips, “Why 
D ram atic  P la y ? ” and “W hat Are 
Children Learning W hen They 
P lay ?” She has also published an  
a r t i c l e ,  “E xperim enting  W ith 
Foods: O pportunities F or Concept 
Developm ent.”

“U nem ploym ent, at one time, 
was not a pred icam ent th a t college 
graduates faced. In  fact, having 
graduated  from  college w as an in 
surance policy for em p loym en t,”

The lib rary  w ill continue to  ob
serve Sunday hours from  3:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m . for the second sem es
ter. S tudents are encouraged to 
take advan tage of these  additional 
hours if  they  w ish to  see them  
continued.

D uring the  m onth of January , 
the lib ra ry  is fea tu ring  a m in i
exhib it of A frican  A rts & C rafts 
in its display cases. Along w ith  
the m in i-ex h ib it which ranges 
from  A shanti gold w eights to 
dance m asks are  fea tu red  a selec
tion of book jackets from  the 
lib ra ry ’s holdings on th e  subject 
of Africa.

Two titles of special in terest are 
“G hana Folk Tales: A nanse Stories 
from  A frica” by the  Rev. Peter 
Addo, B ennett’s chaplain, and 
“F rom  A shanti to Zulu: A frican 
Traditions (IM C )” w hich w on the 
Caldecott M edal fo r 1977. AU of 
the A frican objects a re  on loan 
from  a p r i v a t e  Greensboro 
Collection.

said Suzanne. She pointed ou t th a t 
no longer does th is notion hold 
true. The job m ark e t is tig h t for 
everyone! H er advice to  all college 
students is to  be an  in fo rm ed  col
lege student. Read not only w hat 
is requ ired  of you in your classes 
bu t also cu rren t periodicals, jo u r 
nals and especially th e  new spaper. 
These a re  the  best barom eters for 
career tren d s and needs. She says, 
“You have college advisers—use 
them . Also equip  yourself w ith  the 
basic com m unication skills. Learn 
to w rite  your ideas and  speak 
them . These skills are valuable 
to all in any career.”

Mary Ann Scarlette, chairm an

the N ational Teacher E xam ina
tions Passbooks in the following 
areas:

Teaching Principles & Practices 

W ritten  English Expression 

E arly  Childhood Education 
(K -3)

Biology & G eneral Sciences 

English Language & L ite ra tu re  

M athem atics

Chem istry, Physics & G eneral 
Science 

Social Studies 
P hysical Education 
B usiness Education 
Music Education 
Home Economics Education 
A rt Education 
Spanish
G uidance Counselor, E lem entary  

School, J r . H. S., & Sr. H. S. 
L ib rary  
F rench
Reading Specialist—^Elementary 

School
Speech— Com m unication & 

T heatre  
W om en’s P hysical Education

A lthough these books have not 
been catalogued for use, students 
p rep a rin g  to  ta k e  th e  N ational 
Teacher E xam ination  m a y  have 
access to  th em  by requesting  to 
see them  a t th e  C irculation or 
Reference Desks.

of th e  E lem entary  and  Special E d 
ucation D epartm ent, is th e  teacher 
th a t helped Suzanne m ost during  
her four years a t Berm ett. “W hat 
I adm ired and respected  about 
Mrs. S carle tte  is th e  h igh  expecta
tions she had  of h e r  ‘e lem ents,’ as 
she called h er e lem en ta ry  ed m a
jors,” Suzanne said. “In  tra in ing  
fu tu re  teachers, M rs. Scarlette 
b rought h e r  s tuden ts h e r  joy  and 
co m m itm en t to  teach ing ,” Suz
anne added.

Suzanne has m any vivid m em 
ories of B ennett b u t i t  is d ifficult 
fo r h e r  to  isolate one. She values 
the strong  th rea d  of friendship  
she shared  vn th  special friends.

Suzanne C hristine C aro thers has 
gained fo r herse lf a  prom inent 
position in the  teach ing  profession 
and she is still climbing.
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Peggy Bell Parks Is ready to go to 
work on inventory.

The lib ra ry  has ju s t acquired

WANTED — TEACHERS at all levels
Foreign and Domestic Teachers 

Box 1063, Vancouver, Washington 98660

Home Ec Honors Outstanding Students
The following studen ts w ere  recognized during  th e  w in te r d ep a r t

m en tal m eeting  held  on D ecem ber 7, 1977 in  B lack H all A ssem bly, 
as aw ards recipients:

R ela ted  A rt 321— “M ost C reative Fash ion  D esigner”—Linda Hinnant

C lothing 101— “O utstanding  A chievem ent In  Beginning Clothing 
Construction”— LeUa Mickens

Clothing 221— “M ost C reative Use Of T he F am ily  C lothing D ollar”— 
Valerie Littlejohn

Clothing 433— “H ighest A cadem ic A verage In  R etailing”—
Vinette Saunders

C lothing 323— “O utstanding P a tte rn  D esigner”—Darlene Donnell

Education 423-C— “Hom e Economics S tudent—^Teacher Of The Y ear” 
—^Anndreze Bailey

F am ily  Life 321— “O utstanding R esearcher In  F am ily  L ife”— 
Sundeany Ford

Foods 101— “H ighest A cadem ic A verage In  Food P rep ara tio n ”—
Rose Irby

Foods 221— “H ighest O verall P erfo rm ance In  N utrition”— 
Vanghnetta Carr 

Foods 325— “O utstand ing  N u trition  E ducator”—^Freida Huff 

H om e/F am ily  L ife 301— 1) “M ost Resourceful M anager”—Patricia
Carroll

2) “M ost E fficient M anager”— Swanda
McCormick

3) “T he M odern Hom e M an ag er”—
Barbara Franks

Hom e M anagem ent 421— “M ost E fficient M anager Of Tim e, Energy
and  Resources”—Gelenia Aaron 

H om e M anagem ent 426— “1977 H om e M anager”—^Marva Vaughan
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