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Gave up Research for Advanced Study

Biology Major Didn’t Intend to Teach
by S haron L. Sanders

Being a high school teacher was 
by no  m eans w h a t Lucy H. Howell 
McCorkle, ’61, had  in  m ind w hile 
she w as a t B ennett College or 
even in  g radua te  school a t A tlan ta  
U niversity.

Teaching w as “low ” on h e r  list 
of priorities fo r a career. M rs. 
M cCorkle was p repared  for teach ­
ing in  chem istry, biology, and 
o ther sciences, b u t also fo r r e ­
search, m edical school, pharm acy  
school, d en tis try  school, and other 
allied m edical professions.

H er goal was to  become a re ­
search scientist, and she did a- 
chieve h er goal. She w as a r e ­
search biologist in  neurological 
diseases and blindness a t th e  N a­
tional In stitu tes  of H ealth  (N.I.H .). 
a fte r graduation  from  Bennett.

A fter com pleting  h er graduate 
study  a t A tlan ta  U niversity  she 
was offered a teaching  position in 
biology and chem istry  w ith  the 
W ashington, D. C. public school 
system  and decided to give it a 
try.

In  Ju n e  of 1978 M rs. M cCorkle 
w ill have com pleted 16 years of 
teaching a t F rancis L. Cardozo 
Senior H igh School in  W ashington.

Mrs. M cCorkle gives th e  follow ­
ing advice to B ennett Belles on 
career selection: “Select a ca ree r 
in a field w here th e re  a re  great 
em ploym ent dem ands. Teachers 
w ill alw ays be needed b u t the 
num ber needed is on th e  decrease 
due to  a decline in the b irth  rate . 
To select a career is to  m ak e  a 
big decision b u t do no t narrow  
your p repara tion  to  th e  point 
w here your em ploym ent possibil­
ities w ill be limited.

Dance Therapist Was 
Banner Sports Editor

(Continued from Page 6) 

the tracks; pledging D elta Sigm a 
T heta; being a senior; s tudent 
teaching; vesper services; h e r  firs t 
day on cam pus; being th e  junior 
and senior class president; being 
in the centennial class of Btennett; 
the post office; and finally, the 
bowling alley.

W hile attending Bennett, E liza­
beth  was sports ed ito r fo r the 
Banner and w orked for the  y ea r­
book staff. She w as also president 
of th e  PEM M  club— physical ed ­
ucation  m a jo rs  and m inors —  in 
1972.

E lizabeth  com m ented on the 
changes th a t have taken  place 
since h er g raduation  from  Bennett, 
“I believe in trad ition , upon w hich 
B ennett w as founded; and  a l­
though I like to see th e  new  logo 
on th e  Belle Ringer, I th ink  we 
should have kep t the  bell. And 
you can te ll m y soror, Myra Davis, 
th a t I said so.”

E lizabeth  feels th a t it is pos­
sible to  reconcile m arriage w ith  a 
career although she herse lf is not 
p resently  m arried . E lizabeth  said, 
“The idea of m arriage is chang­
ing  now, and people w an t d iffe r­
en t things. Roles are changing and 
people w an t w orking partne rs .” 
Elizabeth added, “I th ink  educated 
people can get m arried  and still 
be very  independent as fa r  as p ro ­
fessionalism  goes and can be de­
penden t on each other w hen they  
need to .”

E lizabeth said, “My four years 
a t B ennett w ere beautifu l. I en ­
joyed going to a sm all M ethodist 
college. I t w as m ore like a fam ily 
type of atm osphere . If  I have any 
children. I ’d w an t them  to attend 
B ennett too.”

T he advice Elizabeth gives to 
th e  presen t B ennett students in 
preparing  for th e ir  careers is, “A l­
w ays keep in  m ind th a t you w an t 
to  go to g raduate  school. I t  w ill 
m ore  th an  likely  pu t you in the 
direction th a t you have in m ind. 
U ndergraduate school is the firs t 
step. I t  is no t un til you finish that, 
th a t you realize th e re  is a  gigantic 
w orld to  conquer.”

“If  a s tuden t is in terested  in 
teaching biology or chem istry  she 
should enroll in every th ing  possi­
ble, over and above chem istry, 
biology, physics and  m athem atics. 
The em ploym ent m a rk e t in teach ­
ing science today  is favorab le for

a ijerson capable and  p repared  to 
teach m ore  th a n  one o r tw o 
sciences. M any m odern  high 
school cu rricu la  are based on the 
in terd iscip linary  approach.”

W hen asked w h a t gave h e r  m o­
tivation  to  succeed she said, “My

paren ts and the  confidence and 
encouragem ent of m y instruc to rs.” 
Some teachers Mrs. M cCorkle wiU 
never forget are Mr. Young, Mr. 
Allen and Dr. Sayles. M r. Young 
encouraged h er to  continue w ith  
g radua te  school. She said, “The 
chemistx'y labs especially seem ed 
endless.”

The philosophy th a t has guided 
h er life is “M ake tom orrow  a b e t­
te r  day. Today becom es yesterday  
and is gone fo rever.”

Mrs. M cCorkle’s m ost vivid 
m em ory  w hile  a t B ennett was 
w hen Dr. M artin  L u ther King, J r . 
visited. She sa id  thousands of peo­
ple w ere all over th e  campus. She

also rem em b ered  the  Sunday 
chapel services.

W hen asked if she fe lt h e r  race 
or sex h ad  been a handicap, an 
advantage, or of no significance in  
h er career, she said, “I t  w as of no 
significance since the  D. C. public 
schools w ere  approx im ate ly  98% 
Black.”

Mrs. M cCorkle feels a  person 
can reconcile m arriage w ith  a 
career. She said, “M y m arirage  
and fam ily  provide m e w ith  th e  
re laxation  needed on some days 
a fte r teaching.”

W hen asked if she w ould choose 
B ennett if  she h ad  to do i t  all 
over again she rep lied  “YES! ! !”

Math Grads Have Successful Careers

Lucy McCorkle at work in her school laboratory.

by Mattie E. Moss
Bennett mathematics grad­

uates have pursued successful 
careers in such fields as actu­
arial science, secondary school 
and college teaching, compu­
ter programming and re­
search. Many Bennett math­
ematics alumnae have obtain­
ed advanced degrees in math­
ematics or related fields.

Among those recent grad­
uates who have received or 
are working toward advanced 
degrees are Queen Wiggs, ’70, 
who earned an M.S. from 
Howard University; Shirley 
Sellers, ’72, with an M.S. from 
Johns Hopkins; Karen Hamp­
ton Wingfield and Bessie 
Tarpley, ’74, who both receiv­
ed M.A. degrees from Smith 
College; Judy Smith, ’75, who 
earned an M.A. degree from 
the University of Idaho; and 
Thorna Humphries, ’77, who 
is presently studying at Mass­
achusetts Institute of Tech­
nology.

Some recent graduates em­
ployed in the teaching profes­
sion are Tresca Mitchell Byrd,

English M ajor Is College Professor

Overcoming Handicaps Spurs Graduate to Success
by M arion Johnson

“I have fought hard  to  be suc­
cessful in m y career by doing the 
very  best I could. In  a very g rea t 
sense, I know  I had  to  do m ore 
th a n  th e  average because I am 
Black and fem ale.”

These are the  com m ents of 1969 
B ennett g raduate  Angelene John­
son Jamison. Dr. Jam ison  is cu r­
ren tly  assistan t professor of A fro- 
Am erican li te ra tu re  and d ram a at 
th e  U niversity  of C incinnati in 
Ohio.

E n tering  B ennett as a m ath  
m ajo r, Angeline realized during  
her sophom ore y ea r th a t she p re ­
ferred  lite ra tu re  and w riting. Thus 
she changed h er m ajo r to English.

W hile a t B ennett th e re  w ere 
m any influences, rang ing  from  
courses to  teachers, w hich aided 
Angeline. “A ll of m y  courses help ­
ed m e, and m y en tire  B ennett ex ­
perience helped p repare  me for 
life. B ennett tau g h t m e se lf-re - 
spect, discipline and persever­
ance,” said Angelene. All the 
teachers a t B ennett betw een  1965- 
1969, played a special ro le in  the 
early  graduates’ career p rep a ra ­
tion. B ut th e re  a re  those th a t de­
serve special thanks: Mrs. Shirley 
Frye, Dr. Virginia Tucker, Rev. 
and Mrs. Addo and Dr. Breathett.

W hen asked to com m ent on her 
m ost vivid m em ories of B ennett 
Angeline replied, “I rem em ber 
m any things, from  the beau ty  of 
F ounder’s Day and chapel on S un ­
days and w eekdays to m y  classes 
in French, A m erican litera tu re , 
religion and history. I even r e ­
m em ber stay ing  an  hour a fte r P.E. 
class in  o rder to  learn  how  to  do a 
headstand!”

Listening to  som e girls on cam ­

pus you would get the  im pression 
th a t B ennett is not helping them  
p rep a re  adequately  for th e  career 
of th e ir  choice. O n th e  contrary , 
th is is no t th e  a ttitu d e  of Dr. 
Jam ison.

“I learned  to  apprecia te  the  sig­
nificance of a teacliing ca ree r to 
the developm ent of the  w hole 
person. I learned  discipline, p e r ­
severance and how  to  w ork hard . 
I also learned  how  to be a good 
teacher by em u la tin g  those good 
teachers a t B ennett a t th e  tim e .”

A fter com pleting  h e r  years a t 
Bennett, A ngeline attended  g rad ­
uate  school and w en t on to get 
h e r doctorate. B ennett’s teachings 
rem ained  w ith  h e r  th roughout her 
continuing education.

“A t B ennett, we w ere expected 
to excel, w e w ere ta u g h t to  p e r­
form  weU and to continue to  m ake 
contributions in  our chosen field. 
A nother very  im portan t th in g  is 
th a t  th e  facu lty  provided us w ith  
the  tra in in g  necessary to  pursue 
g raduate education.”

W ith econom ic and em ploym ent 
changes happening  daily  in  our 
society, good advice in  choosing 
a career as well as p reparing  for 
one is good to  have. In  offering 
tips to be successful Angelene said, 
“Choose the career in  w hich  you 
a re  m ost in terested , th e  one in  
wliich you feel you can m ake the 
m ost contribution. I th in k  another 
im p o rta n t factor is th e  m arket 
value of the  career.

“T ake advan tage  of all the  op­
portun ities available to  learn  a- 
bout the chosen career. Take ex tra  
courses, a ttend  conferences and by 
all m eans study hard . Ask your 
teachers to  provide you w ith  any 
p ertinen t in form ation  on th e  ca­

ree r and keep your grades as high 
as possible.”

F or those ladies striv ing  fo r a 
career in  th e  sam e or a sim ila r 
field  as Angelene, she says, “If  
you are  p lann ing  to teach in col­
lege, be p repared  to  go to  graduate 
school. K eep your grades up  in 
o rder to be adm itted  to graduate 
school. Read w idely and take  ev ­
ery opportun ity  to  im prove w rit­
ing skills. P ractice discipline and 
good study  hab its .”

M arried  and the  m o th e r  of one 
daughter, A ngelene has found it 
possible to reconcile m arriage w ith  
her career. H er ow n experience is 
dem onstrative of this. “I t  is pos­
sible if th e  husband  understands, 
appreciates and participates in the 
w ife’s career and vice versa. There 
has to be a strong sense of sharing 
and respect on bo th  sides in o rder 
fo r a career Eind m arriage  to  co­
ex ist peacefully .”

M otivation has p layed an im ­
p o rtan t ro le in  A ngelene‘s success. 
I t stem m ed from  h er own person ­
al desire to succeed, h e r  paren ts 
faith  and th e  personal in te rest of 
B ennett faculty  in  h e r  as a student 
and  as a person.

Along w ith  th e  outside in flu ­
ences on h e r  life  Angelene a t tr i ­
butes h e r  success to h e r philos­
ophy of life.

“I t  is d ifficu lt to narro w  m y 
values in to  one s ta tem ent. H ow ­
ever, the  p rim ary  ones have been 
a love of and respect for m y  p a r ­
ents, a strong belief in  m yself and 
a strong sense of r ig h t and  w rong. 
I m ight also add th a t  fa ith  in  God 
has guided m e  significantly .” 

W hen asked ‘If  you h ad  it all to 
do again, w ould you choose B en­
n e tt’?, Angelene sim ply  replied, 
“Yes.”

’71; Pearl Johnson and Mari­
lyn Williams, ’73; K a r e n  
Hampton Wingfield, and Ber­
tha Scarborough Scott, ’76.

Among r e c e n t  graduates 
who represent Bennett in 
government and industry are 
Shirley Sellers, with Scott 
Paper Co.; Reba Turner, ’75, 
with Southern Bell in Atlan­
ta ; Geraldine Fleming Harper, 
’74, with Western Electric in 
Greensboro, and B a r b a r a  
Johnson, ’74, with Eastman 
Kodak in Tennessee.

Dr. Dorothy Brown 
Sets Many Firsts

by Sharon L. Sanders

Dorothy L. Brown was bom
in Philadelphia, Pa. She was 
placed in TYoy Orphan Asy­
lum from the time she was 
five months old until she was 
12% years old.

At the age of five Dorothy 
decided she wanted to become 
a doctor because of the nice 
treatment she had received 
while in the hospital. At the 
age of 14 Dorothy began 
working as a mother’s helper 
in Albany, New York. While 
working there for two years 
Dorothy took advantage of 
the large book collection the 
family owned and she read 
constantly.

Dorothy returned to high 
school when she was 16 years 
old. She made known that she 
wanted to attend college, so 
the lady she worked for con­
tacted the Methodist ladies 
club, and Dorothy was award­
ed a four-year scholarship to 
Bennett College.

While at Bennett Dorothy 
majored in science and partic­
ipated in the orchestra, the 
choir and the student senate. 
She graduated from Bennett 
in 1941.

After graduation Dorothy 
enrolled at Meharry M edici 
College and got her M.D. de­
gree in 1948. Dr. Brown did 
her internship at Harlem Hos­
pital, New York City from 
1948-1949. She did her resi­
dency in general surgery at 
George W. Hubbard Hospital, 
Nashville, Tennessee.

Dr. Brown was the first 
black single female to adopt 
a child in the state of Tennes­
see. She was the first black 
woman general surgeon in the 
South. And she was also the 
first black woman to serve in 
Tennessee State Legislature.

Dr. Brown is currently the 
chief of surgery at Riverside 
Hospital in Tennessee; she is 
a trustee of Bennett College; 
she is the clinical professor of 
surgery at Meharry Medical 
College; she is the educational 
director of Meharry-Riverside 
Clinical Rotation Program. 
These are just a few of the 
many committees and organ­
izations she is a part of.


