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Letters to the Editor

Belles Concerned Over NAACP, Pride
D ear Editor:

B ennett College was the host of 
a N.A.A.C.P. on the w eekend of 
M arch 31-April 1. I t  seems strange 
th a t  there  was very  little  p u b 
licity for the conference and zero 
support from  the faculty  and staff 
of a predom inantly  black w om 
en ’s college. For us, the students, 
it was tru ly  a disgrace for our 
poor support; and as for the fac
ulty  and staff, it has perm anently  
scarred the ir  record with the 
N.A.A.C.P. and w ith m e  as a s tu 
dent. Although it seems th a t  they 
could really care less. But they 
really  should for I ’m sure tha t 
during the ir  day and tim e the 
N.A.A.C.P. w as the backbone of 
Negro advancem ent, and sup
ported  all b lack-oriented  busi
nesses, and schools in the ir  s trug 
gle to grow and prosper.

W hen they asked our school to 
host the  conference, we accepted 
gladly. Obviously it m u s t have 
been for the publicity. Because 
w hen  it cam e down to the p lan 
ning, and carry ing  out the plans 
and promises m ade, there  was no 
staff o r  faculty support. W hen the 
leaders needed som e necessary 
equipm ent, or some triv ia l m a 
te ria ls  for the conference, no one 
w as there  to aid them . Of course 
there  were a few students there  
who tr ied  to help and assist in any 
w ay possible, bu t they could only 
do so m uch w ithout the  approval 
of a staff or faculty  m em ber.

It is tru ly  a shame and it brings 
tears to m y  eyes to th ink  th a t we 
as a black institution, w hich I 
am  sure has asked the N.A.A.C.P. 
for aid in  some form or fashion, 
or at least gained something from  
the ir  struggle, tu rn ed  our backs 
w hen they called on us for our 
support. Such a sm all favor they 
asked, only th a t  we sponsor their 
conference tha t would in tu rn  
benefit us. It should have been an 
honor. I t  really  seem ed to me such 
a tr iv ia l favor to ask of your own, 
a fte r th a t  particu la r  organization 
has done so m uch  for so m a n y  of

us. M aybe not on a personal level, 
bu t they certainly have helped to 
“bring us thus fa r  on our way.”

The faculty  and  staff always 
complain th a t  students don’t en 
gage in w orthw hile activities, tha t 
we don’t know  how to budget our 
time, and th a t  we don’t know  our 
priorities. Should our priorities be 
pu t upon A.C.E.S. p rogram s con
sisting of faculty recitals, or some 
unknow n group of strange people 
p laying cham ber music, or should 
they be p u t  on the  N.A.A.C.P.’s 
plea to gain s tudent and faculty 
support in the struggle of the 
plight of today’s black youth? Tell 
me, which is m ore im portan t to 
you? Well for me it is certainly 
not a faculty  recital; neither is it 
to sit an hour listening to cham ber 
music. But I guess th a t  the fac
ulty and s ta ff  do not agree with 
me, because not one of them  was 
present at the seminars and w ork 
shops tha t w ere held.

Let us not forget from  which we 
came. Let us not feel so secure in 
our present sta tus or position th a t  
we feel th a t  we can tu rn  our back 
on the hand  th a t  once supported 
and still supports us, for we never 
know  w hen w e m ay  need th a t 
hand  again.

Upon arr iva l a t  B ennett we are 
always rem inded th a t  we are 
proud black women. We are to 
w alk w ith our heads up high, for 
we have progressed and will con
tinue to progress. We are sup
posed to be tom orrow ’s leaders. 
Yes, the black woman as well as 
the black race as a whole has 
definitely come a long way. But 
who helped to th row  the first 
blows a t society to m ake us black 
and proud? Who organized in a 
strong group, to benefit the ir  peo
ple so th a t  we would be heard? 
Who has struggled  long and hard  
to see tha t blacks have equal 
rights? Who fought so hard  for 
desegregation, and h igher levels of 
education for blacks? Who has 
taken more cases to the federal 
courts to  f ight for civil rights?

And who has m ade  it possible for 
an institu tion  such as B ennett to 
survive and function freely  as 
the institution chooses to?

Who? I w ill teU you who. I t ’s 
an organization th a t  was in e x 
istence before we students w ere 
ever thought of, and over the 
years it has grown and prospered. 
And from  this grow th w e  as a 
people have prospered too. There 
should be pride w henever its 
nam e is spoken from our lips. 
T hat organization is the  N ational 
Association for the A dvancem ent 
of Colored People, be tte r  known 
as the N.A.A.C.P. So w hy  is it 
tha t the faculty  and staff of Ben
n e t t  College, who are p redom i
nantly  black acted as though they 
had  never hea rd  of th e  organiza
tion? A nd te ll m e  how  it is th a t 
the B ennett College staff and a d 
m in istrators did no t have  the  tim e 
to welcome any of the officers to 
B ennett College nor did they 
attend  any of scheduled activities. 
Why also was there  so m uch  fric
tion betw een our college leaders 
and the leaders of the  N.A.A.C.P.?
I cannot and w ill not ever be able 
to com prehend the injustice th a t  
we rendered to our own organi
zation.

But to top every th ing  off it was 
really  ironic th a t we as a college 
did nothing to m ake th em  feel 
com fortable nor let th e m  know 
th a t  w e w ere interested. Yet we 
received from the N.A.A.C.P. a 
trophy  and a certificate w ith 
which the organization thanks us 
(Bennett College) for our cordial 
a ttitude and our outstanding 
achievements for a college chap 
ter.

M aybe som e of our p a s t  
achievements are commendable, 
and as a college chapter we have 
progressed and have contributed. 
But as for the cam pus as a whole, 
we have done nothing to deserve 
a trophy  or a certificate. As for 
our cordial attitude, half  of the 
faculty and sta ff  did not even 
know  or care enough to take  tim e 
out to let the organization know 
th a t  they  knew  th a t  it still ex 
isted.

Only a few students are able 
to say th a t they helped to m ake 
the visitors feel comfortable, but 
at least there  was som e type of 
representation  from  th e  students. 
F aculty  and staff w here were you? 
M aybe you need to take  tim e out 
to be aw are of things th a t  happen  
on the college campus, your col
lege cam pus. We as students take 
time out; we are aw are, we have 
to d e term ine  our priorities. So 
faculty and staff te ll us, exactly 
w here do your priorities lie?

Signed
Asham ed

D ear Editor;
W hat has happened  to our 

school spirit as com pared to th a t  
of the  enthusiastic 50’s? W hat has 
happened  to the  forces th a t m o ti
vated students tow ard excellence? 
W hy have our students become so 
apathetic? W hat about self-respect 
and respecting o thers?

It appears th a t  as each year 
passes our students are showing 
m ore and more apathy. W here do 
we begin to s ta rt  a re-aw akening  
to our campus involvem ent? How 
can we l im it the  negative a t ti 
tudes and complaints? W here 
would we be today if we had a 
“G ung-H o” attitude throughout 
the  year.

We re tu rn  each F all te rm  w ith 
revived faith  in our p lanned ac
tivities tow ard  achieving our 
goals, b u t  som ew here during the 
passage-of-tim e we seem to falter 
and fall.

My fellow students, we need to 
ponder the above questions if we 
are to re tu rn  to excellence; and 
excellence is needed to insure the 
on-going fu tu re  of black institu 
tions.

We as students have a g rea t re 
sponsibility to Bennett and her 
reputation  as an institution of 
h igher learning steeped in the

practice of academic excellence.
L et’s spend this s-ummer th in k 

ing and planning ways to abolish 
this apathy. L et’s stop com plain 
ing about the  lack  of activities, 
conditions, and other pettiness and 
become involved to find solutions.

T hom asina Stallings

D ear Editor:
Everyone’s talking about getting 

back to the basics in  education. 
G ranted th a t  i t  is needed in the 
areas of gram m ar, reading and 
com putation. B ut on the  o ther side 
of the coin there  is also the need 
to get back to sound value sys
tems. W hatever happened to self- 
pride and good m anners in young 
black people?

While it is noticeable in m any 
w om en on this cam pus, a signifi
cant num ber of students fail to 
dem onstrate  such habits. It was 
quite evident at the  recent p er 
form ance of the M orehouse Col
lege Glee Club. A fter nearly  18 
years or m ore, some people still 
do not realize th a t “there  is a time 
for all things.” And a fo rm a l con
cert is no t the tim e to w ear jog
ging shorts, jeans, head rags and 
such. Nor is i t  the tim e  to dem 
onstrate  one’s enjoym ent by 
screaming.

One really  questions w hether a 
jun ior in college—the one in jog 
ging shorts— knows w hat is a p 
propria te  attire. Well, i t  m a y  have 
been th a t  she d id n ’t  know  (a l
though common sense teaches 
some things) or she ju s t d idn’t 
care. Then, there  are those peo
ple who do not know the  m e an 
ing of punctuahty , those inconsid
era te  people who w alk  in during 
the perform ance. W hat about 
those people who applaud afte r 
each selection ra th e r  than at the 
completion of the  groupings?

A liberal arts  education should 
expose s tudents to a w ell-rounded 
college experience th a t  is rep re 
sentative of life in the  profes
sional world. While m any students 
fail to realize the purpose of 
lyceum  presentations, we m u s t a t 
te m p t to  instill in them  “the ways 
of intelligent black w om en.”

Certainly, these m ay appear 
tr iv ia l concerns in the  face of de 
m anding academ ic and social chal
lenges. But college graduates find 
them selves in a varie ty  of en 
vironm ents which dem and know l
edge of social etiquette. W hat b e t 
te r  time to practice such behavior.

W hat’s wrong w ith  f iner w om 
anhood? Is it som ething to  be 
asham ed of? I don’t th ink  so. In 
fact, it a ttrac ts  m ore  attention 
than uncouth behavior and cer
ta inly gains more respect. In the 
future, le t’s hope tha t instructors, 
residence hall personnel, alumnae, 
and sorority  w om en w ill w ork  to 
bring som e of the “finer things 
back to the college experience.”

Is i t  really  triv ial? Don’t  fool 
yourself th a t  it is. You set the 
image of B ennett College by your 
actions. This im age follows you 
w hen you apply for em ploym ent, 
w hen the  recru iters visit high 
schools and w hen  the  president 
seeks additional funds. So it seems 
reasonable to assume th a t we 
should all be willing to do some
thing about this public im age. If 
you are not able to com prehend 
this relationship, then you should 
question your presence here.

Someone m ust say to the neg
ative image bearers—^those who

Linda Smith, a sophomore 
electrical engineering a n d  
m athem atics m ajor a t  Ben
n e tt  College, was recntly hon
ored as the  m ost outstanding 
freshm an in the  Electrical E n 
gineering Departm ent a t  N. C. 
A&T S ta te  University.

In addition to the  trophy 
she received for th is accom-

do not know  or who do not care 
—th a t we can no longer ignore 
the ir  ignorance and callousness. 
A fter all, the  fu tu re  of B ennett 
College is affected. And th a t 
som eone is YOU.

Miss M yra Davis

D ear Editor:
Recently, Dr. CarolyH Payton,

Director of th e  Peace Corps and  a 
form er B ennett graduate, ad 
dressed th e  student body and 
guests d u r i n g  the W om en’s 
Studies week of activities. There 
w ere several rem arks in h er  
speech w hich left m e quite dis
illusioned. I am  re fe rr ing  to her 
a ttack  on black studies.

Presently , I am  enrolled in 
every class offered on B ennett’s 
cam pus perta in ing  to b l a c k  
studies (Afro-A m erican History, 
A fro-Am erican L itera ture, H a r 
lem  Renaissance Honors Collo- 
gu ium ). I love these courses be 
cause I am  discovering all the 
great accom plishm ents th a t  black 
people have m ade to m a k e  this 
country w hat it is today. I am  not 
saying th a t  all of it is good, bu t 
a t least I have knowledge of my 
past and can feel proud of it.

Dr. Payton  used th e  example of 
teaching a class in  b lack  hom e 
economics in w hich students would 
learn  how to clean chitterlings 
and pick w orm s out of collard 
greens. I th ink  th a t  was an  u n 
fair exam ple to dissuade students 
f rom  seeking these courses.

I do agree w ith  her  in thinking 
th a t ju s t a knowledge of black 
subjects w ill not get you through 
life; bu t I th in k  th a t  the  grea t ex 
amples of black leaders, both past 
and present, w ill encourage s tu 
dents to s trive hard e r  to be suc
cessful.

W hen I first came to Bennett, I 
found it unbelievable w hen  sev
eral of my peers were unable to 
rela te to m a n y  of our p resen t 
black leaders. I cannot solely 
b lam e them  for no t learn ing  this 
in public schools since m a n y  of 
them  come from  places w here 
black studies are ex trac ted  from  
the curriculum ; bu t I do not u n 
derstand  w hy they do not read  
newspapers, magazines or books 
th a t  contain pertinen t inform ation 
about our history. If they are  too 
lazy to read, then  the  television 
can serve as a tool for becoming 
m ore aw are of w h a t blacks are  
accomplishing.

By learn ing  about our past, s tu 
dents will realize th a t  history is 
constantly repeated. They will 
learn  th a t  Dr. M artin  L uther 
K ing’s m arches in th e  50’s and 
60’s w ere not the  only non-violent 
m arches bu t the re  was a Silent 
M arch in 1917 for the same p u r 
poses. They w ill also learn  tha t 
Purlie and  The Wiz are not among 
the firs t black m usical broadw ay 
plays, bu t Shuffle Along was the 
first.

I get the impression th a t  s tu 
dents feel th a t  A fro-A m erican h is 
tory is only for history m ajo rs  and 
A fro-Am erican li te ra tu re  is only 
for English majors.

I encourage B ennett s tudents to 
take advantage of the  courses to 
give them  more knowledge of the 
accom plishm ents and defeats of 
our race. We are of a beautiful 
race and should know our roots 
and feel p roud of being black.

Very Concerned Student

plishment, Linda received a 
second trophy for maintaining 
a grade point average which 
qualified her fo r membership 
in the  3.8 Club.

Linda, a Greensboro native, 
is one of the  f ir s t  two s tu 
dents who have elected a m a
jo r  in B ennett’s new Dual De
gree Engineering Program.

Members of the freshman class boosted a “ Look at the ’50’s” Day to lead 
into spring.

photo by Joyce Bass

Belle Wins A&T Engineering Award; 
Wins Second Award for High Grades


