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Miller initiates freshman program

Debra Moore is welcomed to Bennett by faculty members, Mrs. Willie M. McCallum, Mrs. Mary J. Crawford and 
Dr. Georgie Latimer.
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C urren t developm ents in post
secondary education cause serious 
educators in  black colleges and 
universities to  be qu ite  concerned 
about m eeting the unique needs of 
entering  students.

To help  m eet these  needs a t 
B ennett Dr. Isaac M iller, p resi
dent, announced du ring  th e  clos
ing m eeting of the  B ennett faculty  
and  sta ff on M ay 14 th a t he w as 
p lann ing  a special sum m er pro 
g ram  for th e  en tering  college 
freshm en. H e la te r  appointed  a 
w orking com m ittee of facu lty  and 
sta ff to im p lem en t th e  idea w hich 
received support of th e  U nited 
M ethodist Church, w ith  w hich 
B ennett is affiliated, and govern 
m e n t support.

On Ju ly  8, th e  P resid en t’s P re -  
F re sh m an  A dvancem ent Institu te  
officially opened. N early  sixty 
young w om en reg istered  as p a rt 
of th is p ioneering effo rt on B en
n e t t’s part. P aren ts  w ere  also in 
cluded in  the opening program .

“I t’s im portan t th a t parents 
know  w hat the mission of the  col
lege is and how  they  fit into the 
scheme of th e  college experience,” 
explained  Dr. M iller to the  p lan 
ning com mittee.

D uring th e ir  th ree -w eek  experi

ence, these students received a 
varie ty  of experiences. In  the 
m orn ings th ey  engaged in  read ing  
and w riting  skills workshops u n 
der the  tutelage of read ing  spe 
cialists and  English instructors. 
A fternoon sessions included sem 
inars in  such areas as tim e  m a n 
agement, assertiveness, developing 
study  skills, developing lib ra ry  
research skills, and studen t gov
ernm ent involvem ent. R ecrea tion 
al activities included instruc tion  in 
tennis and sw im m ing. A  varie ty  
of coeducational social events w as 
also held.

C onsultants consisted of B ennett 
alum nae and staff. S tudents were 
enabled to  in terac t w ith  fo rm er 
B ennett s t u d e n t s  about th e ir  
college careers and professional 
developm ent.

“Institu tions like B ennett have 
an  obligation to  explore and dis
cover new  m easu res  to  enhance 
th e  success prognosis of b lack  s tu 
dents,” Dr. M iller said.

“W e black educators m ust en 
deavor to m otivate ou r young 
people to cooperate w ith  the  col
leges’ program s and th e  teachers 
so th a t  they  w ill overcome the 
deficiencies w h i c h  lim it the ir  
success,” he added.

Class of ’82: to seek, but not to yield
by  B arb a ra  Jones

Not long ago, th e  m ost im por
ta n t m om ents in  a w om an’s life 
w ere those w hich involved m a r 
riage and childbirth . Now th a t 
wom en are a t th e  point w here 
they  are  able to  a ttend  college and 
have responsible and respectable 
careers, they  are expanding  the ir 
horizons.

This also holds tru e  of the m em 
bers of th e  Class of 1982. These 
young w om en are seeking to find 
know ledge and  skills he re  they  
can use for th e  rest of the ir  lives. 
W ith th is  knowledge, th ey  w ill not 
yield to  th e  obstacles before them. 
F u rtherm ore , th e  “B ennett E xper
ience” w ill be a p a r t of them  
w hether th ey  are  here for four 
m onths o r  four years.

According to  D orothy Harris, 
director of F reshm an Studies, 
th e re  are  206 young w om en in the 
freshm an class a t  the  p resen t tim e. 
These young w om en have chosen 
a w ide varie ty  of m a jo rs  ranging  
from  accounting to  theater.

Regina Scott, a freshm an M ed
ical Technology m a jo r  from  P h il
adelphia, Pa., says th a t h er m ain 
d isappointm ent about B ennett was 
th a t  she was told the sizes of the 
classes w ere sm all in num ber, 
only to find out th e re  are sixty  
students in h e r  biology class. De
spite th a t  m ajo r issue she feels 
tha t everyone here is very  friendly 
and she feels com fortable.

F reshm an  B renda Boyette, a 
clothing and tex tiles m ajor from  
Goldsboro, N.C., says th a t  she p re 

ferred  B ennett because of its very  
fine hom e economics program  and 
its closeness to h e r  hom e. B renda’s 
only criticism  is th a t she doesn’t  
th ink  curfew s should be enforced 
so stric tly  upon freshm en.

Angie Bethea, a freshm an m usic 
and voice m a jo r from  W inston- 
Salem, N.C., says th a t B ennett is 
the place for h e r  because she can 
study b e tte r  w ithout m ale  d is trac 
tion. Angie is satisfied w ith  the 
sizes of h e r  classes and the  ade
quacy of h e r  instructors. H er only 
gripe is th a t  she has to  w ait six

weeks before she can go home to  
visit h e r  fam ily, and she feels th a t 
she should not have to  sign out at 
the desk w hen she leaves cam pus.

G loria Johnson, a freshm an 
photography m ajo r from  D urham , 
N.C., says th a t she w as a ttrac ted  
to B ennett because she heard  it is 
a very  good learn ing  institu tion  
for young w om en. G loria feels th a t 
th e  food could be b e tte r th an  it is 
a t  the p resen t b u t doesn’t  consider 
it to be a m a jo r  grip>e. G loria does 
believe th a t  a curfew  is needed 
for th e  freshm an  class.

F re sh m an  T ryna P atterson , an 
early  childhood education m ajor 
from  Hope Mills, N.C., feels th a t 
attend ing  B ennett College w ill 
help  h e r  to  get along w ith  other 
young wom en h er age. T ryna says 
th a t B ennett is a trad ition  w ith 
the  w om en in h e r  fam ily , and it is 
one of the  reasons she decided to 
attend.

A  p re-m ed  m ajor, A nita H ick
son, from  W ashington, D.C. says 
th a t  h e r  f irs t w ords upon arriva l 
on cam pus w ere, “Oh wow, so this 

(Continued on  page 6)

Peer Advising Center developed to aid freshman students

Bennett College: love it, don’t leave it
by Rom ona Reid

B ennett College is no t perfect, 
as m any of you know  and as m any 
of you are  finding out.

In  m y four years here at B en
ne tt I have trudged  the sam e 
roads and m ade the same com 
plain ts as I am  sure years of past 
graduates have. I have  com plained 
about th e  ru les and regulations, 
the  lack  of co-ed visitation, the 
food, and o ther problem s facing 
students here.

H ow ever I have never, ever 
been faced w ith  such ex trem e ex 
am ples of som e of these same 
com plain ts as I was this past 
sunm m er w hen I was enrolled at 
A&T.

F o r m any reasons I decided to 
s tray  from  th e  norm  and attend  
A&T S tate U niversity  for su m m er
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school. I had  always heard  adverse 
rum ors about the  sum m ers there. 
The boredom  and the  hea t always 
seemed to  keep  i>eople a little  edgy 
and apathetic.

A nd sure enough, fo r m e  and 
for o ther B ennett Belles who a t 
tended A&T th is sum m er, it was 
a non-stop expression of constant 
complaints. F rom  the  very  first 
day I attended  A&T, I was anxious 
to  leave and re tu rn  to m y hom e 
across the  tracks, Bennett.

Endless reg istra tion  lines, ac 
com panied by the  sour a ttitudes 
and dispositions of the  Aggie 
w om en only seemed to m ake the 
Aggie m en  enjoy m ore the tr a d i 
tional “b a ttle” tak ing  place be
tw een  A ggiettes and th e  Belles. 
The m am m oth  dorm s housed not 
only a m elting  pot of conflicting 
personalities, b u t also an a rm y  of 
arthropods.

The W oolworth ty p e  cuisine of
fered a t the Red C arpet cafeteria 
was quite sim ilar to  th a t of Mrs. 
P au l’s h ea t-and -se rve  recipes. I 
realized from  th is  th a t  home cook
ing w as som ething found only at 
home and a t Bennett.

Quite to  m y surprise, co-ed vis
ita tion  as i t  existed a t A&T is far 
m ore th an  the average Belle could 
cope w ith. This sm ug au thoriza
tion only leaves the  fem ale student 
open a t all tim es to  receive v is 
itors, even those she does not 
expect. Men roam ing  the  halls 
alw ays seemed to  be very  aggres
sive and anxious to introduce 
them selves, even if you w ere n ap 
ping in your n igh ty  a t the tim e 
of th e ir  in trusion. Before I was 
finished w ith  su m m er school, I 
longed for B ennett College and 
m y  privacy.

So, I say to  you, old and  young, 
senior and freshm an, B ennett has 
its m any faults, b u t th e re  are other 
places, som e not fa r  away, th a t 
have a whole lot m ore.

by A ndrietta  Brow n
The basem ent of the F reshm an 

Studies C enter has been renovated  
to house the P eer Advising Center 
w hich is designed to provide space 
for freshm en to consult w ith  the ir  
peer advisers.

The center contains the offices 
of th e  peer advisers and the  office 
of th e  P eer A dviser program  co
ordinator, Ophelia Foye, who is to 
assist th e  peer advisers. Also lo 
cated in  th e  center is th e  confer
ence room  and lounge area  which 
provides space for tu to rin g  and 
conferences. A large supply of 
books to aid tu to rs is also located 
in  th e  center.

Support fo r the  developm ent of 
the cen ter w as received from  the 
N ational Division of the Board of 
Global M inistries and the  N ational 
Division of th e  B oard of H igher 
Education, both boards of the 
U nited M ethodist Church. The 
funds w ere secured by D orothy J. 
H arris, d irector of the F reshm an 
S tudies P rogram , th rough  propos
als w hich she subm itted  to  the

boards.
Miss H arris  believes th a t  “the 

new  center has a trem endous 
am ount of potential for develop
m e n t of a m ore professional a t 
m osphere for academ ic advising 
by upperclass students.” The peer 
advisers are referred  to  as “s tu 
den t paraprofessionals” because 
of th e  com plex ity  of th e ir  jobs, 
she said.

Each adviser is assigned 10 to 
20 freshm an  advisees and h e r  job 
is to  aid  th e  students w ith  the ir  
academ ic adjustm ent. The students 
are  free  to contact the  center 
any tim e and a rrange  a conference 
w ith  any adviser.

The peer adviser also w orks 
w ith  a faculty  adviser. This team  
w orks together to  assure th a t 
freshm an students m ake satisfac
to ry  ad ju stm en ts  to college life.

The peer advisers designed the 
layouts for th e ir  offices and dec
orated the cen ter w ith  curta ins and 
pain tings th a t they m ade th e m 
selves.

The center is now in operation

and each peer adviser has her 
availab le  office hours i>osted. The 
center does not close at 5 p.m., 
for seven to  10 advisers w ill be 
available from  4 p.m. to 9 p.m .

The goal of the peer advisers 
this y ea r is to  increase th e  re ten 
tion of freshm an  students. They 
expect to  have a 95 percen t or 
b e tte r  re ten tion  as a resu lt of th e ir  
work.

Miss H arris feels “th a t th e  P eer 
A dvising P rogram  is another w ay 
for B ennett to  say ‘We care’ 
about o u r  students; and we w ill 
do every th ing  to insure th a t  they  
have  a successful academ ic ex p er
ience a t th e  coUege.”

P eer advisers for the  ’78-’79 
school year are  Dino B radley, 
Lucinda Brunson, Shaun  Echols, 
Belinda Foster, Lisa Johnson, 
Sharonlyn Jones, Tina Jones, Vi- 
centia Lipscom b, Sheila Miles, 
S andra M onroe, L aS andra  M ul- 
drow, R om ona Reid, Shellby Rich, 
Y vette Shelton, M ary Simpkins, 
D eborah Tillm an, Edw ina Wilson 
and M arilyn  Wilson.

Peer Adviser Shaun Echols provides an informative session during Freshman Orientation weei<. In this small setting she 

establishes personal relationships with students. photo by Myra Davis


