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Members of the 1979-80 Miss Bennett Court are (standing) Patrice Vailes, First Attendant; Kathy Crosby,
Miss Bennett College; (seated) Tracy Phillips, Miss Junior Class; Kathy Colbert, Miss Senior Class; Terri Phillips, 
Miss Sophomore Class; Cheryl Johnson, Miss Freshman Class.
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by  P o rtia  G riffin

“I Am W om an” w as the  them e 
of th e  1979-80 Miss B ennett cor
onation held  Septem ber 15 in the 
David D. Jones S tudent Union. A 
sem i-fo rm al affair, th e  coronation 
w as hosted by  Ms. E lizabeth P a t 
te rson  W hite, a  B ennett graduate 
who is now  a Biology instructor 
w ith  th e  G reensboro Pub lic  School 
System .

P rio r  to  th e  coronation  w as a 
sem i-fo rm al d in n e r  given in  honor 
of Miss B ennett and  h e r  court on 
Septem ber 14 in  the  D avid D. 
Jones D ining Hall. Mrs. M ary 
Scarlette, Chairperson of th e  D e
p artm en t of E lem entary  and  Spe
cial Education, w as th e  fea tu red  
speaker. Along w ith  the  court’s 
fam ily  and  guests, facu lty  and 
students w ere  invited  to attend. 
Miss Johnson  C. S m ith  and Miss 
Shaw  U niversities also attended  
the  banquet. K athy  Lewis, a soph
om ore sang  “U nchained M elody” 
a t the banquet.

Tribu tes and presentations in 
honor of Miss Bennett, K athy  
Crosby, w ere  as follows; Cone H all 
presented  Miss B ennett w ith  a gift 
given to h e r  by Ms. V eta Covert; 
Jones H all p resen ted  Miss B ennett 
w ith  a dedication to h e r  w ritten  
by  Ms. T erri W ade and read  by 
Ms. Phyllis T illery w ith  Ms. Betty

H arbison accom panying on the 
piano; also Ms. M arion B ennett 
presen ted  h e r  w ith  a rose. M erner 
Hall, in w hich K athy  is assistant 
do rm ito ry  director, p resen ted  her 
w ith  flow ers g iven to he r  by  Ms. 
Rebecca W ilburn; P feiffer Hall 
presented  Miss B ennett a d raw ing  
by K aren  Shields and a poem 
w ritten  by Langston Hughes 
“D ream s V aria tion” read  by C ar
olyn Holt, and  Stephanie D urham  
and G w en Ing ram  danced; P layer 
H all p resen ted  Miss B ennett w ith  
a song sung by Ollie S im s entitled 
“If” and Tee WiUiams danced; 
Reynolds H all p resen ted  Miss 
B ennett w ith  a song sung  by Ms. 
Charlotte S tew art en titled  “Insep 
a rab le” ; The A lpha K appa Alphas 
presented  Miss B ennett w ith  a 
gift, Josie H udley sang “If You 
Believe,” and L aS andra  M uldrow  
sang “I ’ll N ever Love This W ay 
A gain.”

M em bers of Miss B ennett’s 
court w ere  Miss F reshm an  Cheryl 
Johnson, San Diego; Miss Sopho
more T erri Phillips, H arrisburg , 
Pa.; Miss Ju n io r  T racy Phillips, 
H arrisburg , Pa.; Miss Senior 
K athy  Colbert, W est Hempstead, 
N. y .;  The F irs t R unner-U p 
P a tr ice  Vailes, W ashington.

Will Bennett go co-ed?
by Debbie Hodges

Controversy has arisen as a 
result of an article in the  S ep tem 
ber 12 issue of “The Greensboro 
Record,” w hich began:

A group of black M ethodist 
leaders agreed . . .  to propose 
to  the  B ennett College B oard of 
Trustees th a t th e  traditionally  
black w om en’s college be m ade 
coeducational to offset financial 
difficulties.

This group is not an official 
United M ethodist organization and 
has no decision-m aking powers. 
According to the “Record” the 
group consists of over 75 m inis
terial and lay  leaders, all form er 
m em bers of the old M ethodist 
Jurisd iction  for Blacks before 
the form ation of the United 
Methodist denomination. The 
group m eets yearly  for infor
m al fellowship service. A  com
m ittee was established w ith in  the 
group to send a w ritten  sta tem ent 
to the  trustees w ith in  “th e  next 
couple of m onths,” says a m em b er 
of this unofficial group. Rev. 
Ja m es  M cCallum, of the  United

Three win annual
by M yra George

Bennett students who attended 
the fifth  annual “E vening  of P u b 
lic Speaking” on Septem ber 25th 
in the  Pfeiffer Science Assem bly 
were graced by excellent speakers, 
logical preparations and  thought- 
provoking presentations.

By 8:00, a t  the  s ta rt of the  pro 
gram, the audience h ad  filled the 
seats and was beginning to line

Photo by Myra Davis

Stephanie Durham, winner of the 
dramatic interpretation at The 
Evening of Public Speaking, recites 
Nikki Giovanni's poetry.

M ethodist C enter in Raleigh.
The idea of co-education for 

B ennett originated, not w ith  any 
one person, bu t in a couple of 
sm aller groups w hich reported  to 
the large group, according to 
McCallum.

More studen ts w ould be ava il
able for B'ennett, M cCallum re a 
soned, if  B ennett would open its 
doors to  men. “The m ain  th ing 
w e’re try ing  to do is increase en 
ro llm en t an d  indirectly  increase 
finances,” he says.

He also recalled th a t Bennett

Recently, an inform al poll was 
taken  on th e  campuses of B ennett 
College and A&T U niversity to 
determ ine w hether B ennett Col
lege should or should not become 
a co-educational institution.

The results?
A t B ennett College, the fresh 

m a n  and sophomore classes were

speal(ing event
up against the  walls, m ak ing  it 
evident th a t  this program  is one 
of the most popular ones on ca m 
pus. “I t gave me chills ju s t listen 
ing to the  speeches,” declared 
sophomore Beverly  Bernard.

The p rogram  was presented  by 
th t In terdisc ip linary  Studies P ro 
g ram  and the  D ebate Society. The 
ISP students divided into nine 
com m ittees to develop the  p ro 
gram  and w ere graded on the 
outcome of it.

A lthough the re  w ere originally 
eleven students who w anted to 
participate , the  m anuscrip t com 
m ittee reduced th is n u m b e r  to 
eight. These contestants competed 
in the  categories of d ram atic  in 
terpretation , orig inal in te rp re ta 
tion and orig inal oratory.

D ram atic in terp re ta tion  included 
presentations of ano ther’s work 
w ith the partic ipan t’s opinions or 
observations about the work. Orig
inal in terpre tation  took in the 
presentation  of th e  p artic ipan t’s 
own poem s w ith an explanation  
or sum m ary. Original oratory  in 
cluded an essay or speech w ritten  
and explained by the participant.

Carolyn Davis, a sophomore ISP 
student, delivered the welcome. 
L ibby Malloy, D ebate society 
president, followed w ith  rem arks  
about the  organization. Sharon 

(Continued on Page 4)

was once co-ed and supplied the 
state w ith  ministers. Som e of the 
reason for today ’s shortage of m in 
isters, he says, is th a t B ennett is 
an all-w om en’s school. “Of course,” 
he added, “w e recognize girls as 
m inisters now.”

Local m em b ers  of the  board of 
trustees had unfavorable reactions 
to the suggestion. Trustee Nelle A. 
Coley called the  group’s reasoning 
“fallacious.” Co-education does not 
solve the m oney  difficulties of 
o ther black schools, she pointed 
out. Mrs. Coley, a B ennett a lu m -

tied with 99 percen t of each class 

voicing opposition to such a 

change. F re sh m an  Terry  B yrd  felt 

as the m ajo rity  of the  freshm en 

and the  sophom ores polled, “If we 
had w anted  to go to a co-ed school, 
we could have selected a less ex 
pensive and be tte r  facilitated in 
stitution. Also, one closer to 
hom e.” One young lady in B en
n e t t’s freshm an  class, who wished 
to rem ain anonym ous, said, “I 
wish it would become co-ed b e 
cause m ore students m eans m ore 
money for B ennett College.”

The m em bers of the  jun ior and 
senior classes w ere 100 percen t in 
agreem ent th a t B ennett College 
should rem a in  fem ale. Says jun ior 
Irene Chavis, “A re they  out of 
their m in d s?” Ju n io r  K athy  Cole
m an speculated th a t “B ennett 
College does not adequately  facil
ita te  the  students it has now. I 
w onder if they  would p u t the  guys 
in the basem ent of Jones Hall 
w here they  could keep Jonesey 
Mouse com pany?”

The 85 percen t of the  Aggies 
who w ere in favor of such a 
change voiced the ir  opinions m uch  
the sam e as Dana McCrewell, “I 
can freak  on th a t,” and  M aurice 
King, “If they  need only one guy, 
can I tran sfe r  tom orrow ?” The 
15 percent of the  Aggies who were 
opposed to such a change felt 
much the same as a fo rm er Aggie 
football player, who said: “Leave 
it all girls. W hen the  fellows go 
over to B ennett College, they  don’t 
w an t to see a bunch of hardheads.”

One Aggie who wishes to rem ain  
anonym ous sta ted ,” “If I go home 
and tell the  folks I w an t to  go to 
B ennett College, they  m ight th ink  
I ’m  fruity . Besides, m y  m other 
w ent to Bennett, and the  finest 
w om an and lady  in the w orld is 
m y  MOMS.”

nus, says she would oppose co
education even if the  group’s re a 
soning had  m erit. She says she 
believes in w h a t B ennett has stood 
for and has done for black w om en 
and wom en in  general.

Dr. Jam es  A. Colston, trustee, 
sees no advantages in B ennett’s 
going co-ed. The need for some 
all-fem ale institution, he says, 
necessitates B ennett’s rem ain ing  
“the  sa m e k ind  of college it  is 
now .” F o r th a t  reason, Colston 
states, “We (the trustees) did not 
support” th e  co-ed suggestion.

“ I th ink  one of the  basic 
strengths of B ennett is th a t  it is 
a g irls’ college,” says Trustee E ric  
Schlaginhaufen. If i t  becom es co
ed, he says, B ennett w ill lose the 
attractiveness of an all-w om en’s 
school and  become “ju s t one of 
m any” co-ed schools. H e does not 
th ink  co-education will help the 
college financially.

“Special” and  “un ique” are w hat 
Mrs. E m ry  Green, Jr., also a tru s 
tee, calls Bennett. “I rea lly  p refer 
it to stay  as it is,” she says.
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Junior Linda Anderson recites 
her original poetry and prose to 
capture 1st prize in original 
interpretation at The Evening of 
Public Speaking.

Parents, dauglilers to sliare weeltend
by Josie Hudley

Bennett’s 2nd Annual Parents’ Weekend 
will be held during the college’s celebration 
of its founding, October 5-7, an event which 
should really bring parents and daughters 
together to share the Bennett experience.

One of this weekend’s highlights will be 
the Faculty/Staff Follies to be held in the 
Little Theatre tonight at 8:00 p.m. This 
event will give the older generation on cam
pus an opportunity to show off some of their 
hidden ta len ts!

Dining college-style and being able to 
view the dormitory rooms (Open House) will 
be a part of Saturday’s activities.

The Founders’ Banquet also on Saturday 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Student Union will honor 
the facu lty /staff who have served at Ben
nett for more than 25 years and were not 
previously honored. Following the banquet a 
“Founders’ Weekend Extravaganza” will fin 
ish a long, but delightful day of festivities.

The weekend continues with the parents 
being invited to the 11:00 a.m. worship ser
vice at St. Matthew’s United Methodist 
Church.

Finally, the Founders’ Day Convocation 
in Annie Merner Pfeiffer Chapel at 4:00 
will be the finishing flair, with attention 
being given to the founders and builders of 
Bennett.

Although Founders’ Celebration Weekend 
is fun there is a more serious side concerning 
the parents.
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Co-ed poll: Belles, Aggies disagree
by  T erri Wade


