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Sandra Neely slain

Sandra Neely Smith was active on and off campus during her years at Bennett.

by th e  B anner S taff

S andra Neely Smith, M arx ist 
organizer, w as m urdered  by  a 
righ t-w ing  ex trem ist shotgun b last 
in th e  same area  of G reensboro 
w here less than  six  years ago she 
served as SGA presiden t of Ben­
n e tt College.

Smith, head of the  student body 
during  1972-73, was killed  Nov. 3 
along w ith  th ree  o ther college- 
educated radicals in  th e  fate fu l 
“D eath to  th e  K lan” ra lly  directed 
by the C om m unist W orkers P arty  
(CW P) at th e  M om ingside public 
housing project. A fifth  party  
m em ber has subsequently  died. 
F ourteen  m en  w ith  K u K lux  K lan 
or A m erican  Nazi connections 
have been ja iled  w ithout bond, 12 
charged w ith  m u rd e r and  two 
w ith  conspiracy to  com m it m u r ­
der resulting  from  th e  le thal as ­
sault of gunfire. CW P leader 
Nelson Johnson, local activist, was 
arrested  on a charge of inciting 
a riot.

Who’s Who honors 15
by Myra George

Fifteen B e n n e t t  women 
have been selected for inclu­
sion in the 1979-80 edition of 
“Who’s Who Among Students 
in American Universities and 
Colleges.”

According to Harold E. 
Bragg, dean of student af­
fairs, the successful candidate 
“must have a minimum 3.0 
cumulative average and ex­
hibit leadership involvement, 
potential leadership and good 
citizenship.” Bragg also ex­
plained that while candidates 
are chosen by a campus nom­
inating committee, the entire 
faculty votes on the students 
to be honored.

Among the women receiv­
ing “Who’s Who” status are 
Miss Bennett, Kathy N. Cros­
by, an Early Childhood Edu­
cation major from Charlotte,

and editor of “The Bennett 
Banner” Debra A. Hodges, an 
ISP-Communications m a j o r  
from Mount Holly, N. J.

Other students winning this 
distinction are M a r c h e l l e  
Boatwright, an Accounting 
major, and Dino M. Brown, 
a Biology major, both from 
Cincinnati; Sandra M. Brovra, 
an ISP-Communications ma­
jor from Charleston; Melissa 
L. Graves, a Sociology major 
from Burlington; and Carolyn 
Hall, a Medical Technology 
major from Cross, S. C.

Also cited for all-around ex­
cellence are three Greensboro 
natives. Elementary Educa­
tion major Randye Jones, 
Home Economics major Ro­
berta Judd and Mathematics- 
Engineering major Linda B. 
Smith.

Other women who combined 
solid scholarship with impor­

tant contributions to campus 
life are: Elementary Educa­
tion major Sharonlyn Jones, 
Montgomery, A la .; English 
major Regina Pegram of Dur­
ham ; Mary J. Simpkins, a 
Medical Technology m a j o r  
from Waynesboro, Ga.; Gail 
L. Wiley, an Early Childhood 
Education major from Madi­
son; and Edwina C. Wilson, 
a Pre-Medicine major from 
Blackstone, Va.

There had been some con­
troversy over the require­
ments adopted for this award, 
but Bragg maintains that 
clarification is forthcoming: 
“The committee will convene 
before this semester is over 
to evaluate exactly what our 
criteria consists of.”

Nevertheless, these women 
will admirably represent the 
college in the next “Who’s 
Who.”

B orn on Christm as, 1950, in  
Piedm ont, S. C., Sandra Neely 
Smith, 28, was a p rom inent s tu ­
den t who is clearly rem em bered  
a t Bennett. Teachers and  peers are 
grieving over w hat P re sid en t 
Isaac H. M iller, J r .  sees as a 
“trag ic loss of ta len t.” Echoing 
th e  views of m an y  others. M iller 
profoundly reg re ts  S m ith’s CWP 
involvem ent. “S andra had  to  have 
a firs t-h an d  know ledge of the 
black experience th a t was free  of 
political overtones,” M iller m a in ­
tains. “H ad she had  a lifetim e to 
spend applying h e r  com passion 
and expertise (to  th e  needs of her 
people), she could have m ade con­
tinuous inroads on correcting and 
redressing in justices th a t  we all 
are  dissatisfied w ith .”

E xpressing th e  sorrow  of the 
cam pus com m unity . M iller states 
th a t “w e genuinely m o u rn  her 
loss. I have alw ays looked upon 
our students as m y own children  
in  a sense. I m our h e r  loss as I 
m ourn  th e  loss of one of m y ow n.” 

According to  teachers, coxmsel- 
ors and peers, S andra N eely’s 
career a t B ennett was charac ter­
ized by com m itm en t to the tra n s ­
form ation of in justice and to 
scholarship. A  Social W elfare 
m ajor, she was an  above-average 
s tudent—som etim es m a k in g  the 
D ean’s List—whose professional 
objective was to  become an e m ­
p loym ent counselor. She was a 
“jo iner,” and h e r  cam pus activ i­
ties included reporting  fo r this 
paper and serving on th e  H and­
book com m ittee.

B ut Sandra Neely w asn’t  con­
ten t w ith  on-cam pus involvem ent. 
She took h er convictions into the 
com m unity, w orking in vo ter ed ­
ucation, youth program s a t E as t 
W hite O ak C om m unity  Center 
and w ith in  the G reensboro Asso­
ciation of Poor People. H arold  E. 
B ragg, dean of s tuden t affairs, 
recalls th a t Sm ith w as a “genuine 
and dedicated h u m an ita rian .” 

M arcella W hidbee, S m i t h ’ s 
room m ate for tw o years, rem em ­
bers a f lu rry  of w ork on S m ith ’s 
part. “She spent a lo t o f tim e 
outside of the  room,” W hidbee 
says. “She was alw ays in to  s trug ­
gling for th e  less fortunate, w ork ­
ing in  neighborhood groups and

things. She alw ays h ad  la te  n ight 
m eetings, and she was forever 
m aking posters about som ething.”

By all accounts. Sm ith d idn’t  
h ave th e  rigid, dogm atic person­
ality  th a t  o ften  accom panies po­
litical fervor. W hidbee points out 
th a t  “we w ere quite d ifferent, and 
I  th in k  it su rprised  people ttia t 
w e got along so well, bu t w e were 
rea lly  very  close.” Associate p ro ­
fessor Leon M cDougle rem em bers 
S m ith  as a la rg e  girl w ith  a  big 
sm ile  and a  “rad ian t personality .” 
Ltc. Charles T. Byrd, bookstore 
m anager, says th a t “she w as quite 
p leasan t to everybody. W henever 
she passed by h ere  and I was out 
th e re  (a t the  counter), she would 
always speak.” A ssistant professor 
Willie M ae M cC allum ’s im p res ­
sions coincide w ith  the general 
p o rtra it. “As fa r  as I w as con­
cerned,” states McCallum, “she 
w as congenial, v ery  likeable, 
friendly, very  easy to get along 
w ith  and  very  in terested  in 
people.”

Although S m ith  was am iable, 
she w as also candid  in th e  exp res ­
sion of political views. “She w asn’t 
w hat you w ould call a rad ical,” 
claims C ynthia Y. George, a class­
m a te  of S m ith’s, “b u t she w as 
very o u t s p o k e n  abou t some 
things.” D orothy J . H arris, d irec­
to r  of freshm an studies and aca­
dem ic support services, concurs 
w ith  George, saying th a t  “she a l­
w ays le t you know  h er feelings. 
You always knew  w h at h e r  posi­
tion w as because she spoke out 
on th ings she believed in .”

To analyze S m ith ’s g rav ita tion  
tow ard  radicalism , th e  political 
clim ate of the la te  sixties and 
early  seventies m u st be consid­
ered. Sandra Neely a rr iv ed  at 
B ennett in  1969, a yea r  a f te r  the 
assassinations of M artin  L u ther 
King, J r . and  R obert F. Kermedy. 
T urm oil involving b lack  m ilitancy 
and an ti-V ietnam  W ar dem on ­
strations dom inated  th e  tim e. In  
the  spring of 1970, s tuden ts w ere 
m u rdered  a t  K en t S ta te  and  Ja c k ­
son State, and  these events, cou­
pled w ith th e  N ixon adm inistra ­
tion’s approval of bom bing in 
Cam bodia, prom pted a m assive 
dem onstration  in  W ashington.

(C ontinued on P age Four)

Names and events you should know
College organist A lfred T. C arter w ill give his firs t 

recital a t  B ennett Nov. 18, 8:00 p.m., in the  Annie 
M erner P fe iffe r Chapel. The p resen ta tion  includes 
baroque and contem porary  com positions by Bach, 
D andrieu and Heiller.

The new  dorm  d irector of M e m er H all is P a tric ia  
Eason, a 1978 g raduate of N orth  C arolina A&T State 
U niversity w here  she m a jo red  in  Political Science 
and History. E ason’s experience includes teaching in 
the C harlo tte public schools. H er m a in  goal is “to 
a ttend  law  school and pursue a career as a prom inent 
atto rney  striv ing  to help m y fellow Black bro thers 
and sisters, giving m y  all to th e  A m erican political 
system .”

*  *  *

A  m in o r fire  occurred on the second floor of 
Reynolds H all Oct. 17 a t approxim ate ly  6:00 p.m . 
W hen th e  residents scream ed “F ire ,” tw o young m en 
visiting th e  dorm  bolted to  the  scene and helped e x ­
tinguish th e  fire. A clock “exploded and  bu rst into 
flam es,” according to  Iris Settle, sophom ore Early  
Childhood Education m ajor, w ho added, “I ’m  ju s t 
thankfu l no one was h u rt.” Settle  and  room m ate 
D iedre K ennedy were able to re tu rn  to  th e ir  room 
after th e  sm oke cleared. T here  was only m inor 
dam age.

*  *  *

LeA nder Canady, as a resu lt of h is  recen t a r t 
exh ib it in New York, has been com m isioned to  do 
a painting. To m eet th e  request, the a rtist has begun 
an abstract. “H aving m y w ork  in  p rivate  sectors is 
a good experience,” C anady says. “The people who 

(Continued on Page F our)
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Literature and advice w/ere plentiful in the booths set up in the union foyer during the Health Fair sponsored by the 
Zeta XI Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.


