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Keep the faith
A pre-holiday message many blacks could have profltted from 

was given by Benjamin Ruffin, special assistant to Gov. Hunt, 
Nov. 18. Ruffin’s advice to “keep holding on” is especially appli
cable during these last days of almost labor-pain-like exams 
before the blessed event of the Christmas semester vacation.

Ruffin pointed out that our parents held on for us and now 
“ ‘trouble ain’ta cornin’ like it usta did.’ ” Proof of their success
ful holding on, he said, can be seen in Blacks like Patricia Harris, 
Howard Lee and Henry Frye holding key governmental positions. 
Black students in formerly all-white colleges and universities 
were other examples of progress he cited.

Although they might not have had much, our foreparents 
held on, Ruffin said. Their ability to see not only the darkness 
but also the light after the dark helped them to hold on.

During the usually back-breaking and mind-boggling period 
right before exams, we may lose hold of our perspectives and 
our reasons for being here at school. Caught up in cramming 
for those last course evaluations and meeting deadhnes, we may, 
unlike our predecessors, concentrate on only the dark that comes 
before the seemingly distant dawn.

To hold on to our sanity during these semester academic 
tensions and frustrations, taking a moment out of the mad 
rush is critical. We should reflect on what we really want to 
accomplish and what we have already accomplished. We can 
find inspiration in the struggle and success of those who came

before us, whose struggles stopped where ours are just beginning.
The struggle must be accepted as part of our means of suc

cess for, as Ruffin stated, “We may not get all we deserve, but 
we will certainly pay for what we get.”

Debbie Hodges

Drama major demands change
To the  E d ito r :

T h e  B e n n e tt  College D ra m a  D e 
p a r tm e n t  has  a lw ay s  h a d  its sh a re  
of p rob lem s, no t on ly  w ith  in su f 
f ic ien t f inances an d  ho ld ing  on to 
D ra m a  in s truc to rs ,  b u t  also w ith  
a la ck  of ser ious D ra m a  s tu d en ts  
an d  College support.

This year,  th e  crisis has  g row n  
m o r e  serious. F inances  fo r  the  
D ra m a  D e p a r tm e n t  a re  d e v a s ta t -  
ing ly  low. We h a v e  long aw a ited  
an  o p p o r tu n ity  to do a la rge  scale 
p roduc tion  in  th e  fo rm  of a m u s i 
cal. This  y e a r  w e h a d  hoped  to 
do “T he  Wiz,” th e  p o p u la r  B ro a d 
w ay  m u s ic a l  t h a t  h a s  recen tly  
been  m a d e  in to  a m ov ie ,  b u t  due  
to in su ff ic ien t supplies  an d  f i 
nances,  w e  m a y  not be able  to  do 
th is  p a r t ic u la r  m us ica l ,  o r  any  
other,  fo r  th a t  m a t te r .  B e ing  a 
D ra m a  m a jo r  m yself , I k n o w  th is  
to  be  a  fact.

A side from  th e  f inanc ia l  p ro b 

lems, th is  year ,  th e  D ra m a  classes 
h a v e  been  cu t d ow n  to  exac t ly  
three, one of w h ich  is a  speech  
im p ro v e m e n t  class! This  is n o th 
ing  sh o r t  of outrageous! W h ere  
does th is  leave  the  D ra m a  m a jo r s ?  
H as anyone  th o u g h t  a b o u t  th a t?  
W h a t  the  hell  a re  w e  supposed  to 
do!! W e c a m e  to  B e n n e t t  College 
u n d e r  th e  a s s u m p tio n  th a t  like  
m o s t  o th e r  d e p a r tm e n ts ,  th e  D r a 
m a  D e p a r tm e n t  w as  a good one 
w i th  m a n y  d ive rs if ied  courses. 
N ow  w e find  th a t  in  o rd e r  to com 
p le te  o u r  m a jo r ,  it  is necessa ry  
to ta k e ,  no t a few, b u t  n e a r ly  all 
of o u r  classes a t  o th e r  colleges 
such as G u ilfo rd  or A&T! We 
k n ew  w e w ou ld  h av e  to  ta k e  a 
few  a t  o th e r  schools, b u t  a lm ost 
all of th e m ?  T h a t  is u t te r ly  r id ic u 
lous! If  w e w a n te d  to  a t te n d  these  
schools, w e w ou ld  h a v e  f ro m  the  
start!!

A n o th e r  p rob lem  we face day  in

and  d ay  ou t is the  th e a te r  itself. 
B e n n e t t ’s L it t le  T h e a te r  is e x 
tr em e ly  sm all ,  n o t on ly  in  a u d i 
ence  capacity , b u t  in the  s tag e  
itself. T he  D ra m a  D e p a r tm e n t  has 
t r ied  d e sp e ra te ly  to im p ro v e  th e  
s tage  b y  a d d in g  an  ex ten d in g  
p la t fo rm ;  how ever,  in o rd e r  to  do 
this, it  w as  nece ssa ry  to dispose 
of tw o  row s of seats. T h e  T h ea te r  
also su ffe rs  from  e x t re m e ly  poor 
l ig h t in g  facilities. W e tr ied  to  i m 
p rove  on th is  by  ad d ing  l igh ting  
ba rs  on each  side of th e  thea te r ,  
b u t  we, u n fo r tu n a te ly ,  lost m o re  
seats in doing so. B ecause  of these  
lost seats, w e have  e x ten d ed  our 
p e r fo rm a n c e s  to six. E v en  w ith  
these  im p ro v em en ts ,  w e still h av e  
a long  w ay  to go be fo re  we have  
an  ad e q u a te  th e a te r  to w o rk  in.

S till a n o th e r  p ro b lem  w e face 
is th e  in a b il i ty  to  h av e  an y  fund  
ra is in g  activ ities. W e w e re  told 
th a t  w e w ere  not allow ed  to keep

Give old nails new luster

any  m oney  w e ra ise  in  th e  B en n e tt  
College P la y e r s ’ tr e a su ry .  P lea se  
te ll  m e w h y  th is  is so, because  I 
h a v e n ’t  the  fa in te s t  idea!

In  add it ion  to  all this , the  
D ra m a  D e p a r tm e n t  has  found  a 
m a jo r  lack  of college support, 
w hich  I persona lly  f ind  to be  a 
p a th e tic  s i tua tion . A lthough  th e re  
a re  a  g re a t  m a n y  s tu d en ts  and  
facu l ty  m e m b e r s  th a t  su p p o r t  the  
D r a m a  D ep a r tm en t ,  they, u n fo r 
tuna te ly ,  a re  ou tw eighed  by  those 
pa th e tic  souls whO' do  not. T he 
D ra m a  D e p a r tm e n t  has  o ften  been 
accused  of p u t t in g  on “u n e th ic a l” 
p lays o r  p lays th a t  do no t show 
the  b e t te r  side of Blacks, such as 
a B lack  C u n n in g h a m  fam ily  as in 
the  C u n n in g h am  fam ily  on the  
p o p u la r  te lev is ion  show  “H appy  
D ays.” W e w ou ld  love to, b u t  
th e re  a re  few  p lays w r i t te n  sp e 
cifically  for B lacks  and  even  fe w 
e r  th a t  a re  the  “h a p p y -g o - lu c k y ” 
B lack  fam ily  s i tua t ion  th a t  w ould  
be h a rd  en o u g h  for us to produce , 
h av ing  a lack  of m en  a ro u n d  or 
m ore  specifically , m en  th a t  can  
act!

F acu l ty  a t te n d a n c e  to any  p lays 
p u t  on by  the  “P la y e r s ” is a t ro 
cious, w h ich  is u n fo r tu n a te ,  b u t  
t r u e  none the less .  I w o u ld  th in k  
th a t  the  B e n n e t t  fa cu l ty  w ould  
ta k e  m o r e  in te re s t  in s tu d e n t  ac 
tivities. M ay b e  if p rofs  a t te n d e d  
m o re  often , m o r e  s tu d e n ts  w ould  
w a n t  to  a t te n d  a n d  w e  w o u ld n ’t 
need  those A CE S card s  to  th r e a te n  
ou r  averages!

In  sp i te  of th e se  p ro b lem s , the  
cas t  of the  tw o  m o s t  re c e n t  p ro 
ductions, “T h e  S ir e n s ” an d  “The 
O wl K ille rs ,” h a v e  b een  in v i ted  to 
p e r fo rm  a t  N o r th  C aro l ina  C en tra l  
U n iv e rs i ty  in  D u rh a m ,  all e x 
penses paid. This  does not m e a n  
th a t  th e  D r a m a  D e p a r tm e n t  can 
fun c t io n  ju s t  f ine  w ith o u t  i m 
p rovem en ts ,  because  it  cannot. If 
im p ro v e m e n ts  a re  no t m a d e  soon, 
B e n n e t t ’s D ra m a  m a jo rs  m a y  
ev en tu a l ly  choose to  t r a n s f e r  to  
a n o th e r  college, the  e n d  re s u l t  of 
w h ich  w ou ld  be  the  d ea th  of the  
D ra m a  d e p a r tm e n t  en t ire ly . I t  is 
tragic , b u t  t ru e .  Is  th is  w h a t  we 
rea l ly  w a n t?  T h in k  ab o u t  it.

K im b e r ly  J .  M e r r i t t

by M onica  M otley

Do you feel a s h a m e d  of you r 
na i ls  because  of cracks, chips, and  
splits? Do you p u t  y o u r  h a n d s  in  
y o u r  pockets  eve ry  chance  you  
get?  A re  you  one of those people  
w ho  w e a r  p lastic  househo ld  h a n d -  
coverings a ro u n d  th e  clock?

If  you do an y  of those th in g s  
m en tioned , yo u  p ro b a b ly  have  a 
p ro b le m  w ith  y o u r  h a n d s  and  
nails. F e a r  n o t  if you do because  
y o u r  p ro b le m  can  be  e l im ina ted  
w ith  ju s t  a few  easy - to -fo llo w  
p rocedu res  to  p rom o te  good 
g room ing  in  n a i l  a n d  h a n d  care.

O ne of th e  f i rs t  s teps in  na i l

ca re  is to  rem ove  c racked , ch ipped  
na i l  polish. A p p ly  cu tic le  rem o v e r  
to the  sk in  a ro u n d  the  f inge r  to 
soften  dead  cuticles. T he  cuticle 
re m o v e r  shou ld  s tay  on a p p ro x i 
m a te ly  10 m inu tes .  Y ou  should  
then  w ash  h an d s  in  w a r m  soapy 
w a te r  to  w a sh  a w ay  cu ticle  r e 
m o v e r  an d  the  d ead  cuticles. A f te r  
th o ro u g h ly  w ash in g  hands , you  
shou ld  u se  a m o is tu r iz in g  lotion 
o r  h a n d  c re a m  to rep len ish  h a n d s  
of m o is tu re  lost d u r in g  h a rs h  
t r e a tm e n t  b y  coldness, de te rg en ts  
an d  a r id ity .  M o is tu r iz ing  lotions 
an d  c ream s give h an d s  th a t  soft 
d ew y  look.

T he  shape  o f  y o u r  nails  is v e ry
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Denise Wilder

im p o r ta n t  because  th a t ’s w h a t 
m akes  th e m  dis tinc tive  f ro m  o th e r  
nails. N ails should  be  filed w ith  
an  em ery  bo a rd  to avoid rough  
edges. N ev e r  file na ils  in a back  
and  fo r th  m otion ; th is  is a m istake  
m a n y  w om en  m a k e .  N ails should  
be filed in  one d irection. Do not 
file na ils  too m u c h  on th e  sides 
because  th is  causes th e m  to b e 
come frag ile  and  w eak.

A basecoat should  be app lied  to 
na ils  befo re  b ru sh in g  on nail 
polish so th a t  th e  na i l  polish will 
no t s ta in  th e  nail a f te r  i t  r e m a in s  
on the  nail. A pp ly  th e  color of 
polish of y ou r  choice. F i r s t  b ru sh  
th e  polish dow n the cen te r  of nail 
and  then  a pp ly  it on each side of 
nail. U sua lly  tw o to th r e e  coats 
should  be applied , depend ing  on 
how  m u c h  you w a n t  to use. A f te r  
polish has been  applied , a top  coat 
should  be glossed over th e  polish 
to seal th e  polish and  p re v e n t  it 
f ro m  chipping. The  top coat also 
gives na ils  th a t  ex t ra  sh ine to 
dazzle everyone  you come in con
ta c t  w ith.

A f te r  you begin  to follow  th is  
b e au ty  re g im e n ,  you should  enjoy 
le t t in g  y ou r  h an d s  be seen by  
o thers. If you ow n a p a i r  of those 
p lastic  gloves, save  th e m  fo r  w h en  
you do household  chores and  do 
no t w ea r  th e m  w ith  your re g u la r  
a t tire .  K eep  th is  in m ind : take  
care  of yo u r  h an d s  and  t r e a t  th e m  
w ith  te n d e rn ess  and  k indness  b e 
cause you c an ’t  b u y  a n o th e r  pa ir  
of h an d s  in th e  w ay  th a t  you  can 
p u rchase  gloves.

Object for the Christinas Holidays: 
Bring warmth to the less fortunate

The Christmas season has arrived! Visions of dancing sugar 
canes, pot-bellied Santas, and imitation pine trees are foremost 
in the minds of many Bennett students. As they rush through 
their final exams, they become more and more impatient to join 
their families in decking the halls, trimming the Christmas tree 
and baking the Christmas delicacies. Social popularity comrnands 
that many of them plan to spend this holiday season whirling 
from egg-nog parties to Christmas discos.

However, it is our wish that these students, before they 
become dazzled and totally wrapped-up in the imitation para- 
phenalia of the holiday season, consider the original meaning 
of Christmas. This meaning has its roots in the most significant 
story in Christendom: the birth of Jesus Christ. It is the tra
ditional Christian practice of giving thanks for the g ift of 
Christ’s birth which prompts the observance of a Christmas 
season and the setting aside of December 25th as a national 
holiday.

Hence, observance of the true meaning of Christmas should 
not become cluttered with a myriad of flashing lights. When 
each student returns to her hometown, she should affiliate her
self with the various charity organizations there that are starv
ing for young people to assist in making the holiday season 
more pleasant for the masses of people who are less fortunate. 
Each student can try to visit an old-folk’s home or make the 
season brighter for a poor child by donating old toys to a charity. 
Also, before departing from Bennett College, students may pay 
a visit to the InterFaith Center on campus. Reverend Addo, 
college chaplain, welcomes all donations of old clothes and 
accessories.

All in all, these acts of benevolence are foremost in the 
celebration of Christmas. We sincerely hope that each student 
will have a “Merry Christmas,” and that each, in observance 
of the true meaning of Christmas, will strive to “make a merry 
Christmas” for someone else.

Terri Wade


