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Postage increase causes decrease in letters from Belles
A ndrea B urch

A t m idnight of M arch 22, the  
price of postage increased all 
across the  country. How do the 
Belles a t  B ennett Collegie feel 
about the  postage increase?

M ary  K irkpatrick , w ho is the 
postm istress a t B ennett College 
said, “The increase takes a little  
getting used to in m aking  change. 
Some students do no t know  the 
postage has changed. The postage 
change is eighteen cents for a f irs t 
class letter, tw elve cents for a 
postcard, th ir ty  cents for an aero 
gram m e, and forty  cents for over
seas le tters .”

G erald ine Nzeribe, w ho has been 
w ork ing  in the  postoffice for two 
years as a w ork  s tudy  student, 
said, “A lot of girls have no t really  
been coming to buy stam ps now 
th a t  they are eighteen cents. L a te 
ly, I have noticed a lot of post
cards in the outgoing m ail instead 
of le tte rs  since postcards are 
cheaper.”

Roslyn Henderson, who is a 
junior, said, “Since the  price  of 
stam ps has increased to eighteen 
cents for f irs t class mailing, I will 
seriously consider no t w riting  
friends and  loved ones as often.” 

A nita  Coleman said, “I u n d e r 
stand  th a t  w ith  inflation the  price

Mr. Norman Barbee and Mr. LeAnder Canady represented the college
In a faculty art exhibit, as part of the Greensboro Regional Consortium Program.

(Photo by Shelly  Coston)

‘Rushen has another smashing album’
K aren  M. Heck

Big things come in little pack 
ages is an old cliche. Petite  singer 
P atrice Rushen is an exam ple of 
the overw orked statem ent. Rush- 
en ’s tiny  voice explodes w ith  de
light on each song of her la test 
album  “Posh” (E lek tra ).

Side one opens w ith  the exc it
ing cut “Never G onna Give You 
Up.” The rhy thm  section carries 
strongly th roughout the  song. 
Rushe’s synthesizer also plays 
pow erful notes. Wali Ali (gu i
ta r is t)  lends his vocal ta lents for 
a d ifferent sound.

The nex t song “D on’t Blame 
M e” has sensual inuendos. Rush- 
en ’s voice is a tone lower. The 
songstress tells her lover, “Don’t 
blame me for w anting  you.”

The most com mercially played 
song on the LP  is “Look Up!” 
The lyrics invite all listeners to 
be cheerful. The melody provides 
a happy beat. W hen you are feel
ing down “Look up and enjoy.” 

This side concludes w ith  “I 
Need Your Love.” This love tune

has a slow tempo. The single r e 
ceives occasional airp lay  over the 
radio. I t has good chances of being 
a hit.

On side two Rushen becomes 
versatile. “Time Will Tell” has a 
rock sound. A nother love song, 
Rushen is unsure of the possibil
ities. However, “Time Will Tell.”

“The D ream ” has a beautifu l 
beginning. Rushen plays h er  elec
tric  piano like a baby grand. I t  
is apparen t tha t she has had some 
classical training. The poetic 
words enhance charism atic tones 
of the song.

“This Is All I Really K now ” is 
a song of self-reflection. Rushen 
pleasantly describes h er  feelings 
of her sp iritual m aster. The back 
ground singers sound like a small 
Baptist choir. Again the  piano is 
a v ital p a r t  of the song.

All songs w ere co-w ritten  by 
Rushen. She was also the execu 
tive producer. She has come a 
long w ay from  being a “Soul 
T ra in ” dancer. R ushen (4’10”) 
has another sm ashing album. Big 
things do come in small packages.

Newsmakers
The B ennett Scholars’ P rog ram  increased its m em bership  w ith  the  

induction of tw elve m em bers during a cerem ony held on Thursday, A pril 2 
in  the  chapel.

The inductees w ere Leslie Barr, A driane  Baughm an, D orothea Cor- 
pening, Sue Douglas, Y olanda D urant, BVenda Love, L inda Love, Sherry  
Spruill, L inda W alker, A ngela Wilkins, Cheryl Williams, and  Shelia Young.

The B ennett Scholars’ P rogram  seeks the highly m otivated  person who 
possesses “general intellectual ability, po ten tia l for w ork ing  independently , 
overall em otional stability  and m aturity , as well as attitude tow ard  aca
demic achievem ent.” A ny freshm an w ith  a 3.2 average is eligible for 
consideration as a B ennett Scholar during  the  second sem ester of her 
freshm an year. In  addition, the s tuden t m ust take  a general knowledge 
test and  complete an in terv iew  w ith  the  B ennett Scholars’ Committee.

The colors are  green and yellow. The mascot is a fox. The official 
em blem  is a scroll w ith  the inscription BSP placed in fron t of a  Scholars’ 
cap and beside an inkw ell w ith  a pen.

The officers are T ina Jones, president; W anda Dick, vice-president; 
W anda Hawkins, secretary; Tonni Sullivan, treasu rer;  and Mrs. A nne C. 
Gillespie, coordinator.

Four full m em bers and th ree  associate m em bers w ere inducted  into 
Beta K appa Chi national honor society on M arch 31, 1981.

The organization seeks to prom ote high scholarship, accurate  research  
and  scientific achievement. F or fu ll m em bership, a s tuden t m ust have a 
3.0 cum ulative average, a 3.0 average in the m a jo r  area  of study and at 
least 17 hours in one of the m ajo r  areas of science. A n  associate m em ber 
m ust possess the same averages bu t needs only 12 sem ester hours in one 
of the m ajor areas of science.

The four s tudents who achieved full m em bership  w ere Ju a n ita  H arris, 
W anda Hawkins, T ina Jones and T erri Phillips. The th ree  students who 
achieved associate m em bership  w ere  sophomore B everly Bell and juniors 
Valerie Callendar and  Q undal Chambers.

Each inductee was requ ired  to learn  the G reek alphabet and the m ean 
ing of the key and w h a t it represented. In  addition, they  rendered  a ten -  
m inute presentation  to P resident Miller, Dr. J. H. Sayles, Mrs. Jones, 
Dr. P e r ry  Mack and Lisa Johnson.

Lisa Johnson serves as presiden t of the  organization; Pauline Nzeribe 
as v ice-president; and Dr. J. H en ry  Sayles as advisor.

of stam ps has gone up. I am  not 
particu larly  pleased about i t  bu t 
I understand  the necessity.” 

Leisha Thorn ton  said, “I feel 
th a t  if you add a few more cents 
to th a t  you can m ake a long dis
tance phone call.”

Jeane tte  Hatch, w ho is a fresh 
man, said, “I personally  don’t see 
w hy the  prices of the stamps w ent 
up from  eight cents to ten, then to 
th irteen , la te r  to fifteen and now 
eighteen. If  the price goes up any
m ore I th ink  people will stop 
w riting. We are  college students 
and can’t afford  it. I can’t a t 
least.”

Angie Cummings said, “The 
eighteen cents stam p should be 
tw en ty  cent. A n increase to tw enty 
cents w ill also save time, money 
and energy w hen  using stamp 
machines and m aking change for 
eighteen cents.”

Lynn Powell who is a freshm an, 
said, “I feel th a t  penny  pinching 
is not going to help resolve the 
problem  of inflation. I feel tha t 
they should take a stronger stand 
on inflation by form ulating a bet
te r  governm ental system  and  by 
having governm ent officials cut 
back  on th e ir  benefits.”

Monia P innix, who is a senior, 
said, “I rea lly  th ink  it’s ridiculous 
bu t everyth ing else is going up so 
w hy not stam ps.”

A udrey King, w ho is a senior, 
said, “I t ’s too m uch money to pay 
for a stamp. There should be a 
special r a te  for college students 
and senior citizens.”

Yvonne Brow n said, “I feel tha t 
the postal w orkers are well paid 
a lready and a t the  expense of the 
consumers they  are developing 
new  systems w hich are in my 
opinion to tally  unnecessary.”

Lisa P ittm an  said, “The increase 
in postage has affected the con
sum er as well as the  commercial 
m ark e t.”

B’everly  Griffin, who is a junior, 
said, “The m ore stamps increase 
the  less I ’ll w rite .”

T ara  M urphy, w ho is a sopho
more, said, “As a college student 
I hate  th a t  the  price of stamps is 
rising. I feel th a t  the cheapest 
w ay to com municate is le tte r  w ri t 
ing, b u t  if th e  price of stamps 
keep rising I ’ll be unable to send 
m y average num ber of le tters .”

College Ball recaptures the past
Years ago, the  P res iden t’s Col

lege Ball was one of the most 
exciting social events a t  B ennett 
College. The Dining Hall was the 
se tting  of flowing fountains, tw in 
kling lights, good music, beautiful 
dresses, joyful laughter, and good 
fellowship.

Yes, the College Ball was an 
evening of fantasy. I t  was an 
event which brought faculty, staff 
and students together. On April 
25, Dr. Isaac H. Miller will a t 
tem pt to recap tu re  the beau ty  of 
this traditional affair.

Committees have been meeting 
to plan for this event which was 
last held in 1972. Miss Venus 
McDowell has coordinated campus 
promotions and an inform al escort 
service. Invitations have been dis
tr ibu ted  to m em bers of the campus 
com munity and to special guests 
(some 100 ex tra  m ale guests).

Dress for the  evening? T rad i
tionally, the Ball is form al (long 
dresses) and  suits for the  m en 
( i t’s not necessary to w ear tu x 
edos). In light of today’s dress 
trends, some guests will probably 
w ear very  dressy pants or short 
dresses.

Faculty  and staff involvement? 
Traditionally , they  have assisted 
the president and his wife as 
hosts. This year, they are being 
Invited to greet and mingle w ith 
the students. While s tudents are 
critical of the  lack of general 
facu lty -sta ff  support at s tudent 
affairs, the p lanning  com m ittee is 
hopeful th a t  most will a ttend  the 
College Ball. The R efreshm ent/

Hosts Committee, chaired by Mrs. 
A nnie Purcell and Mrs. Isaac H. 
Miller, is in the process of g a th 
ering volunteers to keep things 
moving throughou t the evening.

Music? Inorder to respond to 
the “likes” of all age groups, the 
E n te rta inm ent Committee, chaired 
by Miss Phyllis Johnson, is n e 
gotiating w ith  Dr. Donald Byrd, 
noted black musician, to m ake a 
guest appearance w ith  some of his 
musicians. His perform ance is te n 
ta tive and pending on his busy 
w ork-perform ance schedule. A l

though live music is the  accepted 
fo rm at for such an affair, some 
students requested  a disc jockey. 
Miss Johnson  is completing a r 
rangem ents for this w ith  attention  
being given to the musical p re fe r 
ences of everyone and to those 
“oldie, b u t  goldie” favorites of 
faculty  and staff.

Decorations? The committee, 
chaired by Miss M yra Davis, has 
adopted a rainbow  theme. V olun
teers are  being sought from  fac 
ulty, staff, s tudents and  friends 
to join the com m ittee on F riday

evening], A pril 24 and Satu rday  
morning, A pril 25 to hang  stream 
ers, lights, and o ther decorations. 
There will be some tables, bu t 
enough to encourage “a sit dow n” 
affair. Volunteers should contact 
Miss Davis or Miss K athy  Crosby 
for the  decorating  schedule.

W hile the  p lanning committee 
hopes each s tuden t w ill have a 
date for the  evening, it also en 
courages those y o u n g  w om en 
w ithout dates to attend. Dr. M ar
tin, Dr. Tipton, Dr. Miller, Mr. 
Scarlette, Dr. McDonald, and Mr.

Brow ning are exceptional dancers 
and do not m ind  being asked to 
dance. “Be adventuresom e.” Also, 
share a date! I t  keeps the young 
lady from  “becoming too ho t” on 
those long dance num bers.

S tudents should respond to the 
S tudent Union Office (Miss Ruth 
Powell) in order th a t  plans can 
be finalized and refreshm ents o r
dered. Drinks? No, hard  liquor 
will not be served. However, 
negotiators are w orking on a 
d e l i c i o u s  cham pagne - punch 
compromise.

Assassination attempt sparks interest
M yra Jew el George

The assassination a ttem pt on 
P residen t Ronald Reagan sparked 
nationw ide in terest and B ennett 
College s t u d e n t s  w ere no 
exception.

“I expected it ,” revealed  sopho
more Jacqueline  Kennedy, “b e 
cause of the w ay he trea ts  people. 
H e’s ju s t like a Republican.”

John  Hinckley, J r .  has been 
charged w ith  the  crime, which 
took place in the nation’s capitol. 
The P residen t was shot Monday, 
M arch 30, a t the W ashington H il
ton and had to undergo surgery. 
However, he was reported  to be 
in excellent condition and was 
able to w alk  into the hospital. A l
though the bullet did no t cause 
any perm anen t injury, m any s tu 
dents believe th a t  the implications

are great.

“ I feel th a t  m aybe this w ill 
m ake him  (Reagan) look at things 
differently, like the  w ay he treats  
people,” said one senior. “Some of 
the  program s h e’s cutting  out are 
im portant. This (the shooting) 
will m ake him aw are  th a t  people 
dislike the things h e ’s doing.”

One sophomore expressed skep
ticism over the incident. “I don’t 
believe th a t  Reagan got shot,” 
Velvet Johnson claimed. “Look 
how long it took them  to verify  
th a t  he had gotten shot. A nd then 
they built him  up to be John  
W ayne or some m acho m an by 
saying th a t  he w alked into hos
pital, had  surgery, and the  nex t 
day he w as up signing bills and 
talking.”

“I th ink  he heard  w ha t the

public suspected and he thought 
to himself, ‘How can I m ake this 
w ork  for m e?’ I mean, I ju s t don’t 
believe th a t  a m an  70 years old 
w en t th rough  it  all as easily as 
Reagan claims to be  doing.”

A freshm an took the  complete 
opposite of th a t  view. “I th ink  th a t 
the P residen t got h u r t  m ore seri
ously than  his staff is w illing to 
adm it,” she confided. “I ’m w eary  
of it all because th e re  are  very  
few pictures of w ha t actually  h ap 
pened and how h e’s recovering.” 

“I th ink  th a t  Reagan is going to 
be h ard e r  than  ever now ,” p ro 
phesied one junior. “H e’s going to 
try  to avenge this shooting on all 
of us. If we thought he was bad 
before, i t ’s going to be w orse than  
ever now.”

A bout the  w ould-be assassin, 
several students w ere  suspect of

his motives. T w enty-five-year-o ld  
Hinckley w as found to have been 
arrested  before for having three 
guns in his possession a t an affair 
involving form er P residen t Carter.

“I don’t  th ink  he’s (Hinckley) 
crazy,” said Beverly Wilson. “Ev
ery tim e a m an shoots somebody 
im portant, the  f irs t th ing they  try  
to prove is th a t  h e ’s crazy.”

In  the shooting, Reagan and 
th ree  others w ere injured. Also, 
an investigation has been initiated 
to determ ine w hether  the officials 
acted correctly.

A lthough th e  assassination was 
a failure, i t  m ay have serious 
repercussions. Said W anda Baker, 
“I  th ink  i t ’s a symbol th a t  the 
Reagan adm inistra tion  is here to 
stay. I t  shows ju s t how much 
pow er and control the President 
has overall.”


