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Apology to the basketball program
The cancellation of the basketball season caused great frustration for the 

handful of players who lost a chance to demonstrate their skills and for Coach 
Cathy Mussington and Athletic Director Leon McDougle, who hoped to build a 
team whose quality matched the excellence of past squads.

“Belle troubled by lost season,” a story which ran in our March 1 edition, 
inadvertently contributed to the frustration. The article, whose intent was not 
malicious, focused on the disillusionment of freshman Latanya Hart. The prob­
lem with the story is that it may have implied that Hart’s feelings were rep­
resentative of the rest of the team’s.

In an attempt to give the complete picture, the B a n n e r  has interviewed 
several players as well as Mussington and McDougle, and their version of events 
differs sharply from the observations of Hart. According to freshmen Jackie 
Ponder and Andrea Malone, the possibility of a cancelled season was apparent 
from the first practice. In addition, Coach Mussington had the players sign 
contracts which promised that they would attend practice.

“. . . we all knew from the beginning,” said Ponder, adding that “when we 
signed the contracts, everyone knew . . . When the team was cancelled, there was 
nothing to complain about.”

Secondly, Hart expressed dissatisfaction about not being Individually noti­
fied of the cancellation and getting the news from another player. Neither 
Malone, who got word of the end from Mussington, nor Ponder, who heard

about the cancellation and visited the coach for confirmation, was dissatisfied 
with the manner in which she received the announcement.

At no time has any detail in our coverag’e suggested that the athletic de- 
partment was responsible for the lost season. As our editorial in the first issue 
of the semester stated, student indifference and the meager funds for grants 
to athletes caused the cancellation. . .  ̂ j- .i j.- ^

Ponder summarizes the plight of the players who participated from the first 
practice to the last. The terminated season resulted from a lack of interest 
[on the students’ part] period. We busted our butts. We went out and recruited 
people. We even promised to help them with homework. You can t beg people 
to play. They have to want to play. But I was desperate,” she said.

“I was totally disappointed [by the small turnout],” Malone said.
Both Ponder and Malone praised Mussington’s efforts to keep the team going. 
“I think it’s fair to say that she gave us so many chances that it’s ridicu­

lous,” explained Ponder. “If there’s not a team next year, it’s the students’ fault.” 
She added, “I think Coach Mussington was plenty fair.”
This newspaper apologizes for any embarrassment or inconvenience caused 

Coach Mussington, Athletic Director McDougle or the players. In addition, we 
apologize for any confusion which may have befallen our readers. We are con­
vinced that the athletic department behaved honorably and professionally in an 
extremely difficult situation. (Michael Gaspeny, Faculty Adviser)

Letters: article criticized; NAACP data
To the  Editor:

The article “Belle troubled by 
lost season” th a t  appeared  in the 
M arch 1 edition of the B a n n e r  

was quite d isturbing because it 
contained num erous inaccuracies 
and exhibited  gfoss negligence in 
responsible journalism . T hat a r t i ­
cle created  unnecessary  contro­
versy and placed question m arks 
on the in tegrity  of our athletic 
program . W hat is m ost d isturbing 
is th a t  such an article could set 
a dangerous precedent by allow ­
ing any m em ber of the  B ennett 
fam ily who has a gripe, bone to 
pick, or ju s t the  urge “to get 
someone told,” to do so in a 
fea tu re  story  in our campus 
new spaper.

I t  is certain ly  no t m y in tention 
or place to rep rim and  or rake 
anyone over the coals. I realize 
th a t  m any of us have difficulty 
coping w ith  disappointm ents, bu t 
I also realize th a t  m any college 
s tudents have convenient bouts 
w ith  am nesia and verba l diarrhea .

The troubled  Belle left the d is­
tinct im pression th a t  the athletic 
departm en t conspired to sabotage 
the basketball p rogram  and  d idn ’t 
allow highly skilled and m otivated  
s tuden t athletes the  opportun ity  
to exh ib it the ir  talents. Thus, 
causing one or m ore of these s tu ­
dents to contem plate transfe rr ing  
to o t h e r  institutions. Nothing 
could be fa r th e r  from  the  tru th .

This y ea r’s basketball p rogram  
was doomed from  the very  begin ­
ning. Tryouts w ere well publicized 
and a t trac ted  only a handfu l of 
students, all of whom  w ere “w alk - 
ons” w ith  no playing experience 
a t  the collegiate level. M any of 
these students had never played 
any  organized basktball. To my 
knowledge, no t a single one of 
these prospective p layers had 
been offered or received an a th ­
letic scholarship o r  aw ard  to a n ­
o ther college or university . I t  is 
impossible to build a com petitive 
squad around  a nucleus of inex ­
perienced “w alkons.” B u t i t  is also

impossible to a t trac t h ighly skilled 
and m otivated  s tudent ath letes to 
a p rogram  th a t  can only offer a 
.$150 ath letic aw ard  for the ir  
services.

We cancelled the  season on 
Nov. 1, 1984 because w e couldn’t 
pu t five p layers on the  floor. The 
program  was re insta ted  several 
days la te r  a f te r  the  rem ain ing  
players and the  coach literally  
dragged in enough students to 
m ake up a squad and afte r each 
studen t had signed a le tte r  of in ­
te n t  to play. A lm ost im m ediately, 
about half  of these students e ither 
left the  squad or s ta rted  missing 
practice sessions w ith  reasons 
such as “My m am a said I couldn’t 
p lay” ’or “I forgot abou t p rac tice” 
and “ I had to go to a show at 
the Coliseum since I had  tickets.” 
Coach M ussington kep t everyone 
involved in the p rogram  abreast 
of the  developm ents and the  p rob ­
ability  of a lost season.

Collegiate basketball is a very 
expensive and  serious venture . I t

Learning from Chisholm: lessons from the master
a column 

by Vicky Dunn
I really appreciate the 

variety that columns add to 
a paper. My limited, recent 
experience as a columnist for 
the B e n n e t t  B a n n e r  has 
made me appreciate the work 
of William Raspberry, Jim 
Jenkins, Bob Greene and 
Erma Bombeck all the more. 
They are only a few of my 
favorites; the list goes on and 
on.

I have begun to think that 
the tie that literally binds us 
is one of humor. The recent 
appearance of former Con­
gresswoman Shirley Chis­
holm evokes both a humorous 
and a serious response from 
the writer.

On such an occasion as the 
appearance of an important 
person at the college, one has 
been instructed to act, speak 
and dress correctly. Given my

usual eloquence, I was rather 
shocked at mv behavior. Hav­
ing learned of Ms. Chisholm’s 
fluent Spanish, I thought that 
she might use a famiUar 
phrase or two. So, after re­
ceiving a short, signed note 
on the back of my program, I 
innocently inquired about its 
contents.

“Is this Spanish?” I asked 
earnestly, squinting to look 
all the more authentic. Ms. 
Chisholm tactfully replied, 
“No, it says ‘aim high’.” Well, 
at that moment, high would 
have been about two feet be­
low the belly of a snail. I was 
never so embarrassed, but re­
covered quickly with a ques­
tion I’d been pondering all 
morning.

I wondered why Ms. Chis­
holm had only expected 10 
great women to emerge from 
Bennett. I also wondered 
what I was to do to keep the
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momentum of what she’s said 
alive and well. I mean, here 
she was ■— a troublemaker, 
and here I was—a newly in­
cited local Negro ready to risk 
all for liberty, equality and 
sorority!

Anyway, her response is a 
major concern today. I am 
concerned that too many of us 
are misinterpreting our part 
in the struggle, just as I mis­
interpreted the words “aim 
high.” As a first step, Ms. 
Chisholm directed me to con­
tinue becoming educated. If I 
may elaborate on her sugres- 
tion, I might say that we 
should not just robotically at­
tend classes, but revive the 
the long lost art of wide 
reading.

As well, she encouraged me 
to become active in commu­
nity affairs, thereby forming 
a network for the future. Un­
fortunately, however, the cur­
rent campus climate might be 
expressed in the statement, “I 
doesn’t do nothing that ain’t 
about to help me.”

I am not insinuating that 
all of us feel this way, or that 
more than a few would ex­
press the sentiment so un­
grammatically, but I do feel 
that we are lethargic enough 
to warrant this address. I 
have no pat response to the 
question a black woman asked 
so frantically in Gone With  
The Wind. She screamed, 
“What we’s gon’ do. Missy?” 
I do know that we’s gon’ be­
gin by really educating our­
selves.

Hopefully, the ethical and 
spiritual consciousness of the 
entire campus will escalate 
at the same rate.

is physically and em otionally de ­
m anding for both p layers and 
coach. The gam e is recreational 
only for spectators. We cannot 
and will not a ttem pt to p u t any 
team  on the  court or field w hen  
the m ajority  of players view  the 
com petition as a casual rec re a ­
tional pursuit. The program  had 
financial com mitments and  obli­
gations to o ther institutions, to 
officials and to o ther campus p e r ­
sonnel and services. H a v i n g  
weighed all the circumstances 
very  carefully, I m ade the deci­
sion to cancel the  season on Nov. 
18, and the buck stopped w ith  me 
and not Coach Mussington.

S tudent interests, needs and 
concerns rem ain  a m ajo r  p rio rity  
and we w ere all sadened by the 
loss of our basketball season. This 
loss could quite possibly lead to 
the end of a p roud  and  w inning 
tradition. N evertheless, one of our 
responsibilities is to pro tec t the 
in tegrity  of the  a th letic  p rogram  
and the college’s investm ent in

th a t  program . G iven the  sam e set 
of circumstances, I w ould again 
m ake the  sam e decision.

S incerely  yours, 
Leon J . McDougle 
A thletic D irector

To the  Editor:

The top ten  b lack-ow ned busi­
nesses in the  U nited States today 
and the  chief executives a re  as 
follows:

M otown Industries, B erry  Gordy 
J r .; W allace & W allace E n te r ­
prises Inc., Charles Wallace; 
Johnson P ublishing Co. Inc., John  
H. Johnson; Fedco Foods C orpora­
tion, Sam uel B erger; H. J . Rus­
sell Construction Co. Inc., H er­
m an Russell; V anguard  Oil & 
Service Co., K enneth  B utler; 
Sm ith P ipe & Supply, Inc., George 
Sm ith Sr.; Johnson P roducts Co. 
Inc., George Johnson; G rim es Oil 
Co., Calvin G rim es J r .;  Chioke 
In ternational Corporation, Chris­
topher Chioke.

B ennett NAACP

Looking for adventure! Try a sea cruise
a column 

by Dee Evans

W ith sum m er coming up, and 
classes ending, new  plans will be 
made. Now if you’re a school- 
aholic, you can a ttend  sum m er 
school and sit in a classroom for 
th ree  hours a day or so. Or if 
you’re m oney hungry, you can 
w ork  a t the  job of your choice if 
you get hired.

B u t if you’re ju s t out to “bum  
aro u n d ” and  enjoy these hot 
months, find  som ething m em ora­
ble to do.

One suggestion I m ight m ake is 
take  a cruise. You always see it 
on TV, so for once m ake it  a 
reality .

F irs t you m ake a choice of w hat 
cruise line you w an t to sail w ith. 
You can choose from  several such 
as the Holland A m erican Line, 
the  C unard  Line, Eastern  Line, 
the  Norw egian C aribbean Line or 
the Carnival Cruise Line.

Next, p repare  yourself by going 
ou t and buying the  m ost exotic 
w ardrobe you can find. S u rp ris ­
ingly, you w ill find th a t  your taste 
will in no way m atch the person 
nex t to  you who is w earing a 
tiger-sk in  sw im m ing suit.

P ack  light! The less you have 
the less you lose.

Now you’re ready  to go. Oh, by 
the way, if you’ve chosen a cruise 
w hich goes out of the  United 
States obtain a passport and take 
your b ir th  certificate.

Be p repared  for a long w ait in 
o rder to get on the ship. Customs 
likes to fuss over new  luggage.

Once you go aboard  th e  boat, 
lux u ry  is in store. Glass a fte r 
glass of cham pagne will be served 
w hile you’re m eeting  new  people

and tou ring  your tem porary  home. 
The boat w ill finally  take  off and 
i t ’s U'ke you’re  on th e  “Love 
Boat,” w aving goodbye to friends 
and family, th row ing  confetti up 
in the a ir  and drink ing  the  bubbly.

Enjoy the  beau ty  of the  b lue 
w aters and  the en terta inm en t th a t  
the cruise d irector will have 
p lanned for you. Take advantage 
of everyth ing. Caution! W hen a 
storm  comes along, bew are, espe­
cially if you have a w eak  stomach. 
Seasickness is alm ost a  contagious 
disease and  quick  to be  caught 
too. You m ight suffer from  nausea 
and  a case of w an ting  to jum p 
overboard  in  o rder  to relieve 
yourself from  the  constant sw ay ­
ing and rolling, b u t don’t w orry  
because the  illness w on’t  last more 
than  a couple of hours. A  quick 
shot in the  side an d  several 
dram am ines will do the  trick.

The rea l excitem ent w ill begin 
w hen  you dock a t the  ports. See 
every th ing  you can possibly see. 
B uy every th ing  you don’t  have 
and take p ictures of th ings you’ve 
never seen before. Y ou’ll know 
w hen y o u ’ve seen it  all. Y our feet 
w ill s ta r t  to trem ble  and  burn . 
T h a t’s a sign of an adventuresom e 
touris t w ho’s on top of i t  all.

The las t place you dock should 
be your best. Go all the  way. 
Spend the re s t  of your savings 
and come back  w ith  too m any 
bags.

The tr ip  hom e should be a non ­
stop party . K eep par ty in g  afte r 
the  sun goes down and comes up 
again. Even keep going w hen  the 
band  packs up and the  crew 
m em bers go to bed.

If  by this tim e you’re  ready  to 
go home, you’ve had  an enjoyable 
cruise. Rem em ber, a cruise is a 
once - in - a - lifetim e experience.


