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E ditoria ls

Are you an investor in apartlield?
TT-n\/r . i.   +V./-V v m m K o r  n f  livPS InSt ITl t h ©  TTlOth

I could walk in any of your rooms or houses and find products from com­
panies th a t have not divested from South Africa. Most, if not all, of us are 
guilty of purchasing products from these companies, businesses th a t continue 
to make money off the people of South Africa who have no choices in what 
is said or done.

How long will we support the despicable oppression of our people? How long 
will companies such as Pepsi, Revlon, Colgate and Chrysler make money off the 
blood, sweat and tears of our people?

Some of you say th a t you don’t  know which companies invest in apartheid. 
After you read this editorial you have no excuse.

Kentucky Fried Chicken: the colonel needs to do something besides chicken 
right.

Time Magazine; i t ’s time to make a  change.

IBM: try computing the number of lives lost in the motherland because of
PI  O ♦ •

General Electric: they don’t  bring good things to light; they hide behind 
their kitchen appliances until the smoke clears. , , , ,, ,

Reader’s Digest: Try swallowing the garbage fed to these people.
Kodak: I see your true colors shining through.
Ford Black & Decker, B e i e r - A l b a n y  & Co., Johnson & Johnson, Nestle, Time 

Warner,’ Decor W^estern Inc., Bristol Myers, Xerox, Dyer USA Inc., BHP Hold- 
ings, and Atlas Corp. Do any of these sound familiar? • . r •

My fellow Bennett sisters, the list goes on and on. Are we gomg to refrain 
from eating, using and reading these products or are we going to take the 
attitude th a t I ’m only one person; what I do w on t really make a ditfereri(^. 
If you refuse to buy from these companies and inform someone else about this 
list . . . Ju st think about it. (Erica Salter)

It’s time to wage war against social ills
Well, the  war in Saudi Arabia is in the  process of ending. The Kuwaitis 

are “free” and the good ol’ USA maintained the privilege of using the oil in 
Saudi Arabia. What now, America?

Is it time to help your own homeless people or is there another country 
calling on you? I would venture to suggest helping the oppressed minorities 
(no, blacks are not the only ones being oppressed) in South Africa, but as I 
recall you have nothing to gain by helping them. The sanctions were a good 
idea and yes, Mandela is free, but there is more to do. So, how about it?

I am not advocating starting  another violent war, but I do feel th a t South 
Africa is a much more worthy cause. There is one war I am in favor of. I t  is a 
simple spoken and w ritten war. A war for social reasons. A serious war tha t 
should be waged by America against th e  unseen enemies of her people, home­
lessness, poverty, pollution and gang warfare.

America, you and your people are slowly dying out. Your moral standards 
are decreasing, and money is becoming your only motive. Granted there are 
a number of humanitarians in the world. However, when you look at the big 
picture, they seem to occupy a small corner.

Children and adults are killing each other on the streets, and the people 
are filling the land, air, and water with pollutants, therefore, suffoca,ting them ­
selves. Furthermore, a number of the citizens are being forced to live on the 
streets. Contrary to the beliefs of some, a number of the homeless are very 
intelligent people who did not choose to be homeless. As a m atte r of fact, some 
of them happen to be Vietnam veterans. Forgive me for my digression, but I 
must ask you America, to please take better care of our Desert Storm vete­
rans since they did fight for your greed.

America, you have been asked before to look a t yourself in the m irro r ; this 
time I am pleading with you. You are what many people refer to as the greatest 
country in the world. You are strong, powerful, and brave. Yet, you are slowly 
committing suicide. On the outside you appear to be happy; however, on the 
inside, you are in a constant state of conflict.

Please, America, put aside your greed and selfishness and help the  needy 
people in your own country before they rise up and destroy you.

(Kimberly Buck)

L etters to tk e  ed itor

Big woman blossoms; college enlightens
T o th e  ed ito r:

I re c e n t ly  e n d ed  a  re la tio n sh ip  
w ith  a v e ry  lo s t  soul. T h e  b ro th e r  
to ld  m e  h e  a n d  I w e re  p e rfe c t  fo r 
e a c h  o the r, co m p a tib le  in  e v e ry  
w ay . B u t  he  a d m it te d  he  h a d  a 
“sm a ll” p ro b lem . H e p re fe r re d  
s m a l le r  w o m en .

I  a m  s ix  fe e t  ta l l  a n d  200 
pounds. I ’ve h a d  s t ra n g e rs  a p ­
p ro a c h  m e  o n  th e  s t r e e t  an d  te ll  
m e  w h a t  a p re t ty  F A C E  I have . 
N ow  I sassUy rep ly , “A n d  th e  re s t  
o f m e  is  p re t ty  too!” A y e a r  ago, 
I b ro k e  u p  w ith  a b ro th e r  w ho 
sa id  h e  w a s n ’t  “p h y s ica lly ” a t ­
t r a c te d  to  m e . Is  th a t  a ll w e base  
oxir re la tio n sh ip s  on?

Yes, I a m  a  fu l l- f ig u re d  w o m an  
(I  am  no t fa t  o r  obese) . T h e re  a re  
d e ro g a to ry  te r m s  th a t  n eg a te  m y  
p e rso n a li ty . B ut, I a m  also  fun n y , 
in te ll ig e n t a n d  com passionate . I 
am  a ll th e se  w o n d e rfu l  th ings  an d  
m o r e  (no  p u n  in te n d e d ) .  Y et 
peo p le  co n tin u e  to see on ly  th e  
“ o u te r” m e. Yes, I k n o w  th e  o u te r  
m e  d o e sn ’t  a d h e re  to  so c ie ty ’s 
concep ts  of b e a u ty  (a  size th re e  
an o re x ic )  a n d  n e i th e r  does th e  
a v e ra g e  b lack  w om en .

W h y  shou ld  I m ode l m y s e lf  
a f t e r  a n  a i rb ru sh e d  likeness  of 
a w o m an ?  But w h a t  is re a l ly  
h u r t f u l  to  m e  is be ing  d is c r im i­
n a te d  ag a in s t b y  b ro th e rs  an d  
m y  people . H o w  can  w e as a 
p eo p le  w h o  h a v e  b een  d en ied  
f re e d o m  p a r t ia l ly  becau se  of o u r  
b lack n ess , o u r  p h y s ica l a p p e a r ­
ance, ju d g e  o th e rs  b ased  on th e ir  
p h y s ica l ap p ea ran ce ?  So, w h e re  
does th is  le a v e  m e  an d  th o u san d s

of o th e r  fu l l- f ig u re d  s is te rs  in  
A m erica?  A re  w e  supposed  to  
su lk  o r  d ro w n  o u rse lves  in  
H ostess  D ing-D ongs?  A re  w e su p ­
posed  to  l im i t  ou rse lves a ca d e m i­
cally, c u l tu ra l ly  o r sp ir i tu a lly  b e ­
cause  w e  d o n ’t  f i t  th e  E u ro p ean  
b e a u ty  s ta n d a rd s  w h ich  w e ’r e  all 
v ic tim s of? Shou ld  1 h a te  m y  
fu ll h ips , m y  big r e a r  a n d  m y  
b ig  th ighs , h o p in g  d e sp e ra te ly  
th e y ’ll b e  in  s ty le  n e x t  y e a r  (can  
you  im a g in e  a ll  th e  h e a v y -b o t ­
to m ed  E u ro p e a n  m o d e ls? ) In  th e  
fam o u s  w ords  o f H om ey  th e  
C low n, “ I d o n ’t  th in k  so! H om ey  
do n ’t  p la y  th a t !” I an d  th o u san d s  
of o th e r  fu l l- f ig u re d  s is te rs  h a v e  
b e e n  “liv in ’ in  th e  c lose t” f a r  too 
long. W e’ve p assed  u p  vaca tions, 
re c re a tio n a l ev en ts  (a n d  even  
ca reers!)  n o t  because  w e d o n ’t 
w a n t  to  p a rtic ip a te , b u t  because  
w e  w e re  a f r a id  of w h a t  o>thers 
w o u ld  say  i f  th e y  saw  a w o m e n  
of o u r  s t a tu r e  ro l le r - sk a t in g  o r 
w e a r in g  b a th in g  suits.

No m ore! So, to  a ll th e  w orld  
th in k in g  “oh, sh e ’d be  so p re t ty  
if  she lo s t a b o u t  100 p o u n d s ,” 
s tep  off! B ecause  I h a v e  a  n ew  
a t t i tu d e  a n d  you  can  b e t I a m  
liv in ’ i t  u p  large!

Shana E. Chambers

Happy
Break

To th e  ed ito r:

A s m y f re sh m a n  y e a r  d ra w s  to 
a close, I  h a v e  re f le c ted  up o n  
w h a t  th is  y e a r  has  ta u g h t  me. 
W h a t I h a v e  le a rn e d  ou ts ide  of 
th e  c lassroom  is f a r  m o re  v a lu ­
ab le  th a n  w h a t  a n y  te x t  cou ld  
te ach  m e. B e ing  a t  a  h is to r ica lly  
b lack  college h a s  opened  m y  eyes 
to th e  p rob lem s and  th e  so lu tions 
of th e  A fr ic a n -A m e ric a n  race . I t  
has  a lso  m a d e  m e rea lize  th a t  if 
one a t te n d s  a  p re d o m in a te ly  w h ite  
in s ti tu tio n , th e n  one  m isses  ou t 
on som e  v ita l  l ife  skills.

T he m o s t im p o r ta n t  a sp ec t of 
be ing  an  A fr ic a n -A m e ric a n  is to  
rea lize  th a t  th e re  is m o re  to be ing  
an  A f r ic a n -A m e r ic a n  th a n  w e a r ­
ing  a t - s h i r t  th a t  says, “B lack  to 
th e  F u tu r e ” o r  a t te n d in g  a  h is ­
to r ic a lly  b la ck  college o r  u n iv e r ­
sity . N o r is  i t  en o u g h  to  s tan d  
on  a soap b o x  and  p re a c h  ab o u t 
how  th e  w h ite  m a n  has k e p t  us 
dow n. W e k e e p  o u rse lves  dow n 
by  n o t ta k in g  re sponsib ili ty  fo r 
ou r ac tions an d  m a k in g  w h ite s  
o u r  scapegoats. B e ing  an  A fric a n -  
A m e r ic a n  is a n  a t t i tu d e , a  cu l­
tu re  t h a t  ta k e s  t im e  to  ab so rb  
an d  co m p reh en d .

I g rew  up  a ro u n d  w h ite  people, 
so m a n y  of m y  ideas w ere  based  
on th e  no rm . M y p a re n ts  h a d  
a lw ay s  exposed  m e  to  v a rio u s  
aspects  of A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  cu l­
tu re ,  y e t th a t  in  no w a y  p r e ­
p a red  m e  fo r  th e  to ta l  im m e r ­
sion of th e  h is to r ica lly  b lack

college. I rea lized  w h en  I  looked 
a ro u n d  m e  and  saw  th e  d if fe re n t 
shades, fac ia l a n d  bod ily  fe a tu re s  
of us, th a t  w e  a re  t r u ly  a  u n iq u e  
race. H av in g  classes ta u g h t  an d  
attenided b y  W est A fricans  h e lped  
m e  ga in  in s ig h t on  th e  k inds  of 
p rob lem s th a t  th ey  face in  th e ir  
coun tries . I fo u n d  th a t  m a n y  of 
o u r  p rob lem s an d  successes w ere  
v e ry  sim ila r, w h ich  h e lped  m e  
ga in  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  d e s ­
p ite  the  d is tance , w e ’re  a l l  con ­
nec ted  b y  o u r  race.

N o rth  C aro lina  A & T  S ta te  U n i­
v e rs ity  an d  B e n n e tt  College he ld  
se m in a rs  thax>ughout th e  y e a r  th a t  
gave  m e an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  le a rn  
h o w  to  d ea l w ith  w h ite  people 
no t o n ly  in th e  w orkp lace , b u t  
socia lly  as w ell. T hese  sem in ars  
also gave  m e  tip s  on  how  to  n e t ­
w o rk  and  p re se n t m y se lf  in  a 
p ro fess iona l m a n n e r  bo th  on and  
off th e  job. I  fee l th a t  w e as 
A fr ic a n -A m e ric a n s  m iss ou t on 
a lo t of o p p o rtu n it ie s  because  w e 
do n o t k n o w  th e  sec re t to  p ro ­
m o tin g  ourse lves. T h is  ty p e  of 
specia lized  tr a in in g  I kn o w  I 
w o u ld  no t be ab le  to  f in d  a t  a  
p re d o m in a te ly  w h ite  in s titu tion .

W e as A fric an -A m erican s  often  
t r y  to  con fo rm  to o r f i t  in  w ith  
w h ite  cu ltu re  a n d  find  ou rse lves 
d is illu sioned  an d  u n h a p p y  b e ­
cause w e fa il to rea lize  th a t  o u r  
ow n  cu ltu re  w as ta k e n  aw a y  from  
us. I t  is ou r job  to  go b ack  to o u r  
p a s t an d  ap p ly  th e  lessons le a rn e d  
to w a rd  th e  fu tu re .  T h is  m o v e m e n t

has  a lre a d y  ta k e n  p la ce  on  m a n y  
h is to r ica lly  b la ck  eoUege c a m ­
puses a n d  con tin u es  to  grow .

M any  of u s  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n s  
h a v e  s ta r te d  to  re a d  m o re  ab o u t 
o u r  h is to ry  by  ta k in g  A fro -A m e r ­
ican  U te ra tu re  a n d  h is to ry  classes. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e se  courses a re  
lim ited . T his is a  trag ic  f la w  of 
th e  h is to rica lly  b la ck  college an d  
un iv e rs ity . B efo re  w e e n te re d  
college, w e le a rn e d  a b o u t  th e  
G eorge W ash in g to n s  an d  th e  S usan  
H. A n th o n y s  of th e  w h ite  cu ltu re . 
I t  is now  t im e  th a t  w e le a m  
ab o u t th e  B e n ja m in  B an n ek e rs  
and  the  B a rb a ra  J o rd a n s  o f ou r 
race.

A s I look a ro u n d  an d  see th e  
n a tu ra l  h a i rc u ts  a n d  th e  A fric an  
clo th ing  a n d  je w e lry , I  hope th a t  
w e h a v e n ’t  fa l len  p rey  to  t r e n d ­
se tte rs  w ho w a n t  to  m a k e  m o n ey  
off o f o u r  h e r i tag e . In  o rd e r  fo r 
u s  to  re a l ly  le a rn  a n d  te ach  
others, o u r  e ffo rts  m u s t  be s incere  
an d  w e m u s t  p u t  b a c k  in to  o u r 
com m u n ity  th ro u g h  v o lu n te e r  
w o rk  an d  c rea t in g  jobs  once w e 
hav e  e s tab lish e d  o u r  careers .

So as I beg in  m y  sophom ore  
y ea r  w ith  a n e w  p e rsp ec tiv e  on 
life, I have  rea lized  m y  cap a b il i ­
ties as a n  A fr ic a n -A m e ric a n  

college s tu d e n t  an d  p la n  to  use  
m y  k now ledge  to  h e lp  o the rs . A ll 
A fric an -A m erican s  m u s t  do th e  
sam e . M aybe  th e n  w ill th e  t -  
sh ir ts  m e an  so m e th in g .

Cynde Williams

Are Asian shopkeepers curators of black culture?
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opinion 
by Rehan Overton

In case you haven’t noticed 
it, our heritage is on sale in 
downtown Greensboro.

I took a stroll down Elm 
Street recently and counted 
three clothing stores and two 
wig shops th a t one might see 
M. C. Hammer or LaToya 
Jackson in if they should ever 
go shopping in Greensboro. 
As I looked through the 
windows of these Asian- 
owned establishments, I saw 
t-shirts, jackets, necklaces 
and even whole outfits tha t 
bear symbols of the new 
Afrocentricity. Face it: our 
cultural affirmation has now 
become another group’s finan­

cial acquisition.
I t  seems as if everyone, 

besides us, knows tha t Afri­
can-Americans are the largest 
and, yes, the poorest consum­
ers in the country. The own­
ers of these downtown stores 
are smart, to say the least. 
They know the biggest pro­
fits to be made are in low- 
i n c o m e ,  African-American 
communities. Can you blame 
them? Where else can an 
Asian or Indian immigrant 
who can barely speak English 
(or is tha t just a ploy to throw 
us off?) open a store in a 
black neighborhood, sell us 
“Made in Taiwan” clothing 
with pictures of Malcolm X 
and the coined phrase of this

new social movement: “I t ’s a 
Black Thing — you wouldn’t 
understand!” I believe they 
do.

As I gazed a t  this post- 
1970s “blaxploitation,” I 
wondered: 'V^^y do these
shopkeepers sell the stereo­
typical merchandise found in 
their stores? Do they think 
African-Americans are the 
only people who wear flam­
boyant costumes made out of 
genuine - imitation - natural 
fibers? It appears to me th a t 
poor young blacks are put in 
an exclusive retail category 
and these Asian shopkeepers 
have a corner on the market.

If there’s one thing my 
(see page 3)


