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Recently, in the aud ito rium  of 

Lee H. Edw ards high school, the 
B arte r  P layers  of Virginia p re ­
sented  the ir  som ew hat liberel in ­
te rp re ta tion  of S hakespeare’s 
“Tw elfth  N igh t” for the m em bers 
of the Ashevile Com m unity  T h ea ­
tre. Needless to say, they gave an 
excellent performance, but the 
purpose of this column is not to 
discuss its merits, as it has al­
ready  been adequate ly  review ed 
in the local papers. We would 
like, however, to bring the sub ­
ject a little  closer to home and 
see w ha t effect the B arte r  group 
m igh t have on the field of d ram a 
in N orth  Carolina.

The B arte r  T hea tre  is an  ex ­
perim ent in a new  phase of A m er­
ican thea tre .  I t  was formed in the 
p re -w ar days by a group of young 
stage asp iran ts  who w ere  unable 
to find w ork  in New York. They 
m anaged  to purchase an old barn  
in the sm all farm ing  tow n of Ab- 
bington, V irginia and  there  set 
up  housekeeping. But soon they 
found th a t  the people in the  su r ­
rounding  te rr i to ry  w ere  unable  
to support a th ea tre  w ith  money 
so admission was g ran ted  on the 
basis of barter. The audiences 
show ered the  young group w ith  
all sorts of food, clothing, and 
services for the privilege of see­
ing th em  perform. It w as not 
long before the popularity  of the 
new  com pany began spreading, 
and  the  state legislature, rea liz ­
ing the possibilities of d ram a as 
a s tate  institution, adopted the 
th ea tre  and  ex tended  the  hand  of 
assistance. Since th en  B arte r  has 
gone on to w in  national acclaim 
as the  best stock company in the 
land, and  even is now on a tour 
th rough  the  South.

As to w h a t  effect this m ay  have 
on N orth  Carolina, let us look at 
the w ork  begun by  the late P r o ­
fessor F rederick  H. Koch, form er 
head  of the dram atics departm en t 
at the  U niversity  of N orth  Caro ­
lina. U nder his guidance there  
w as s ta rted  a movernent to fu r th - 
er the cause of native  d ram a in 
this state. He encouraged young 
p lay-w rite rs  at Chapel Hill to 
tu rn  to the history, legends and 
trad itions abounding in the  state 
for the ir  p lay  m ateria l.  Also, he 
organized the annua l dram atic  
festivals held a t  Chapel Hill. His 
labors have proven  th a t  there  is 
a g reat w ealth  of ta len t  tha t  
should be developed lying do r ­
m an t  in this p ar t  of the country. 
All it needs is a suitable outlet.
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Students!
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A-B-C's DREAM GIRL. Gert Gregg. A  L ovely  H eaven ly  being on 
Earth. Ils a Joy io w atch her Lips form the words "Prune-Juice".  
(Photo by Don McMahon, staff photographer.)

Los Sobios 
Plan Sociol

It looked iiki? Old Mexico had 
appeared  in Ashoville-Biltmore 
College last weolv, with all its r e ­
galia. If VOL! had  peeped into the 

ary whi’Je the  annua l  pictures 
w ere  being m ade you m ight have 
seen Pablo Raione, characterized 
as a M exican peon, w earing  a 
som brero and  a M exican blanket. 
Who w ould  have doubted th a t  he 
w as from  South  of the border?

The n ex t  m eeting of Los Sabios 
will be held M arch 26, a t the 
home of Mis Miller on Fairviev/ 
Road. Mrs. Miles, one of the m em ­
bers, is bringing two Spanish 
guests who will sing, and  Miss 
Miller will in troduce “un  mucha- 
cho” from  the U niversity  of G eor­
gia who is active in the Spanish 
club there. F u r th e r  en te r ta inm en t 
will be furn ished  by m em bers  of 
Los Sabios; Rod Miller on the ac- 
cordian and W alter Byerly on the 
piano.

The final social activity  this 
spring will be a banque t to end a 
m ost enjoyable and profitable 
year of Los Sabios.

Lef-fers To The Ed
(Continued from page 2) 

haps i l lus tra ted  by the  B luets’ 
Ball, Valentine party. Language 
Club parties, and  picnics which 
a g reat m any  students  a ttended  
and  enjoyed (and they  also s tay ­
ed unti l  the end!). Last year, a 
m eeting of all s tudents  in terested  
in w orking on the  SUMMIT was 
announced; over fifty showed up. 
This year, well, we had  less than  
half th a t  n u m b er attend.

As to athletics, the editor m ight 
be in terested  in know ing th a t  
football uniform s w ere  ordered 
last year, and both coaches w ere 
h ired  then.

C erta in ly  this adm inistra tion  
deserves m any  bouquets, bu t  no 
slurs on last year, please! I 

Yours truly,
Elaine N aim an 

P a t  Sherrill
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Disks And Dot(a) 
On The Platter
Fifty-five prom  dates in one 

season is a record  for any  band— 
and th a t ’s the record th a t ’s been 
m ade by Elliot Law rence, tw e n ­
ty -tw o-year-o ld  band  leader. 
W h a t’s more, Elliot is so fresh 
from  the U niversity  of P en n sy l ­
v an ia ’s A cadem y of Music th a t  
seniors there  still rem em ber his 
p laying as an u n d e rg rad u a te  at 
college functions.

In terv iew ed  recently  by V arsi ­
ty, the young m a n ’s magazine, 
L aw rence rev iew ed his amazing 
college career. E n ter ing  at the 
age of sixteen, he w as aw arded  
a scholarship af te r  one term . Then 
in quick order he becam e a m usi­
cal aide to the  famous Mask and 
Wig club, d ru m  m ajor for the 
fotoball team, and leader-of-the 
band  a t most P en n  dances. ' 
L aw rence received his d iplom a at - 
n ineteen  and  w ith  it an  alum ni 
prize in music, ano ther prize in 
creative art.

Incidentally , this cam pus fa ­
vorite began  his m usical career 
a t the age of th ree—conducting a 
“k id ” band  on a small P en n sy l ­
vania radio station.

AS YEARS GO BY backed by 
ECHO SAID NO in the  L aw rence  
m anner  are still selling like mad. 
W ILLIE isn’t  doing so badly  
either.

For a quick change from  the 
living to the  dead, get F ran k ie  
L a ine’s K ISS ME AGAIN, or 
SHINE. (WRAP YOUR TR O U B ­
LES IN DREAMS).

Be sure to lend an ear to 
M ANANA by Peggy Lee. Its  
positively a hit. The w ay Peggy : 
w arbles the tune  M anana is re a l ­
ly a treat.
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Co-eds Discuss 
Current Aims

A t a m eeting held at the home 
of Miss Billie Ray D eV ault the 
Classical Coeds drew  up the  fo l­
lowing list of aims for the club; 
(1) to prom ote a four yea r  college 
for Asheville, (2) to support  one 
national or com m unity  drive each 
season, (3) to ca rry  out one p ro j ­
ect for the  school each semester, 
(4) to help prom ote a spirit  of 
cooperation am ong the college 
students, (5) to sponsor one so­
cial event each semester.

A t the m eeting a round-tab le  
discussion of the fou r-yea r  col­
lege p lan  was led by Dr. Bushey. 
The following reasons for such a 
college w ere  b rough t out in the 
discussion: Educated  m en  and 
w om en are needed  to help  m a in ­
ta in  peace th roughou t the  world. 
Profession and technical t ra in ing  
is neded in the  fields of secience, 
medicine, and  education. Ashe-, 
ville needs a four-year college for 
those s tudents  who can n o t  afford 
or do not wish to leave hom e to 
a t ten d  school. It  w ould  bring 
m ore t rad e  into A sheville and  
act as a incentive for im proved 
social and  cu ltu ra l  life of the  
city. “A sheville”, Dr. B ushey 
pointed out, “ran k s  high am ong 
the  cities of the U. S. in spendable 
income p er  capita. A four-year 
college w ould be an  inves tm en t in 
good citizenship and  a h igher 
s tandard  of living,”
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