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Chancellor Qutlines New Programs i sanking

Chancellor William Highsmith
outlined a scries of new programs
designed by the Education Pro-
grams Committee of the UNC-A
Board of Trustees at a meeting
held this week. Dr. Francis A,
Buchanan of Flat Rock, chairman
of the Education Programs Com-
mittce submitted an outline of
the programs but voting on the
motion was delayed until mem-
bers of the committee have the
opportunity to meet with the
senate of the Student Govern-
ment Association and other con-
cerned students. In a surprise
move, Ray Gasperson read a res-
olution passed by the student
senate questioning the benefit
of the proposed programs. Gas-
person expressed fears that the
new programs would detract
and possibly abolish the liberal
arts aims of UNC-A. Gasperson
requested a meeting with rep-
resentatives of the Education
Programs. Committee. That
meeting will be held Sunday,
March 4, at 8 p.m. in the Science
Building in Room 122.

In proposing the ncw programs
the Education Programs Com-
mittec stated that “the Board
of Trustces wishes to emphasize
its concern and support for the
academic  standards  alrcady
developed at UNC-A.  There is
no desirc to lower the admission,
retention, or tcaching standards
as currently used. The resources
that will be necessary for the new
programs rcgucsted should be
provided  without  weakening
in any way the acadcmic pro-
grams currently being taught.”

The new programs that would
be submitted to the Board of
Governors include  major  pro-
grivms in management, cnviron-
mental scicnces, music and dance,
a school of health sciences, and
graduate programs.

As outlined by the Education’
Programs Committee, the pro-
gram in management “would
build on the basic cducation
provided by the all-university
requirements. 1t would provide
for theoretical  education  and
practical on-site  learning  ex-
periences. The purpose would be
to provide an education for
futurc managers of human or-
ganizations, whether the organi-
zation be an industry, a busincss,
a school, a hospital, or a govern-
mental agency.” In reviewing
the program, Chancellor High-
smigh said the program reqre-
sented the “broadest kind of
educational program tied to the
liberal arts program.”

The environmental  sciehces
program would offer two options
to the student who chose this
area for a major. 1t would offet
toncentration in soclal sclehces
and eohcentration  in  hatural
scienees,  |he i"i‘d‘i‘tﬁ‘lﬁ.l‘i e
e b tprovide  eduentioan
training for people who want to
become  professionally  involved

in the growing interest in study:
ing and protecting the environ-
ment.,”  Chanccllor  Highsmith
noted that this was “an impor-
tant ficld that will not go away.”

One of the most important new
programs proposced to the Board
of Trustees is music and dance.
The new program  would be
designed to cventually® offer a
School of Fine Arts at UNC-A.
The inclusion of music and dance
would be coupled with the ex-
isting drama and art programs
to complete the Fine Arts school.
The Chancellor noted that a
new building would be needed
in the futurc and went on to say
that this program is still “a few
years away.” Hec went on to
say that a School of Fine Arts
would serve to make “UNC-A
a cultural center for this part of
the state.”

The proposed school of helath
sciences features a combination
of health related programs  in-
cluding mental health, environ-
mental health, medical tech-
nology, and public health admini-
stration. The report submitted
by the Education Programs
Committec noted ‘“there is a
growing demand for properly
cducated health personnel to
provide hcalth and medical ser-
vices for a population which is
becoming more and more insis-
tent that such services be avail-
able to everyone.”

The Board of Trustees was
asked to go on rccord to the
Board of Governors that they
arc willing “to assume respon-
sibility for graduate programs
when the needs arc clearly de-
fined and the necessary resources
are available.”  Chancellor High-
smith stated that such a demand
for graduatc programs would
grow from the new programs.

In summarizing the programs
Chancellor Highsmith reviewed
the events of the past several
years that led to the proposed
programs. He pointed out that
other institutions are competing
for students and that the univer-
sity must olfer new  programs
that fit the liberal arts attitude
of the university and at the same
time fill the needs of the people
of the state. He pointed out that
there is only onec institution in
the state that offers courses simi-
lar to the proposed health
scicnces. By offering such a pro-
gram UNC-A could fill this gap
according to the Chancellor. He
stated that the “programs are
essential to the welfare of UNC-
A and will help this Institution
ticet the soclal needs of the
people of this drea.” Highsmith
went oh 1o sdy that these pro-
Brams tcpreseht an “impoHant
and sighificant step Ih the Wty
of UNE:AM

Questions raised by Gasperson
about whether the courses should
bc offcred by UNC-A will be
considered at the joint mecting
stated for Sunday night.

Ihe Board of Trustces will
meet again on March § to vole
on the motion that the proposed
programs be submitlied to the
Board of Governors for their
approval,

Editor’s note

It is important that we students
consider**the addition of new
major programs at UNC-A will
alter the purpose and goals of
this institution, in the future. The
programs, in general, are rather
vocational excepling the music
and fine arts major. If these
“vocational” courses can be
made to [it into our present defi-
nition of liberal arts, which would
requirc including the liberal
arts curricutum in their teaching,
then these courses are worth-
while. To alter the quality and
type of cducation defeats our
purposc and our creation as a
state university.

The final decision as to whether
we add these schools to our cur-
riculum rests with the Board of
| ol i )
Trusteespqare willing to listen to
us concerning the new programs
and will attend a forum on Sun-
day, March 4 in the Scicnce
Building, Room 122, Please
CXPress  your views conccrning
the changes by attending the
forum on Sunday and by dis-
cussing the implecations of the
changes with the Trustees:

Thanks,
Zollie Stevenson
Editor, The Ridgerunner
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'nts leave?

at there is too much emphasis
1 preparation for graduate
hool. Mr. Harris also said that
far the survey has shown a
riety of reasons to cause stu-
'nts to leave. Among those
)t previously mentioned are a
slike  for certain professors
dorm life, a feeling of not be-
g a part of the campus, and
ing tired of school.
To alleviate the problem of
ldents’ leaving the UNC-A
mpus life, Mr. Harris gave some
ggestions.  Mr. Harris said,
think there needs to be a great-
concern for the student’s to-
| development.” Mr. Harris

COME |V THE ARST
PLACK IS wWHAT GITS MEB,

pressed his concern for the
ck of extra-curricular activi-
s to keep students involved.

'r. Harris had another reco-

mendation to “continually e-
luate our programs, improv-
g and possibly expanding them,
meet the students’ needs.”
1is he feels is being done.
Both Mr. Harris and Dr. Kra-
er feel that the survey will
eatly aid in determining the
ain things that cause studesits
leave. They hope that some
itterns  will develop to pre-
ct the major reasons, so that
ey can be corrected. Both are
rtimistic about the outcome of
e survey, and the eventual
lution of this problem.
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his rights have top priority. It'is imperative that interest 1s the key to new courses. There seems 230 MERRIMON AVENUE

the individual matter, in some capacity. For if to be no doubt that students have reaped the PHONK 284.2364
not, we are nothing ’or at best, a boldly inno- benefits of these innovations and will continue ORiebS:1232
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vative nothing. to do so.




