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I Summit A Surprise

fo r  the "Images' 
a s im i la r  bent.

"Even though 
by her ,  I d o n ' t
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p ic tu re  and drawings with i

Film Society’s Demise 
Due To Lack of Support

i t  may have been approved 
think i t  was in proper 

t a s t e  fo r  the yearbook," Homolka sa id in 
reference  to the "Images" p ic tu re  in which 
a female s tudent  a t  UHCA appears in the 
nude.

Other s tudents  objected to the presenta ­
t io n  of  campus co n t ro v e rs ie s ,  complete 
with e d i t o r i a l i z i n g  by the Summit s t a f f .
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“Well, i t  to ld  i t  l ik e  i t  was," Doug Ballard 
a dorm s tuden t ,  r e c o l l e c te d ,  "but I think i f  
they want to voice t h e i r  opin ions ,  the annual 
is  not the place to do i t .  They should put 
controversy in the Ridgerunner during the year  
before i t ' s  too l a t e  to do anything about i t . "

How would a s tudent  who had never exper i ­
enced UNCA l i f e  before r e a c t  to the '75 Summit? 
"I thought i t  was a g re a t  annual ,"  sa id  Gary 
Parham. "I d o n ' t  see what everyone's gr ip ing 
about ,  I l iked the way i t  was presented ,"  he 
added. To many, the n o n - t rad i t io n a l  format 
was a welcome r e l i e f .

There was an ex ce l len t  tu rn -o u t  of i n t e r ­
es ted s tuden ts  a t  a recen t  organizat ional  
meeting held by the Summit s t a f f  on September 
3. This y e a r ' s  annual wil l  have a d i f f e r e n t  
theme, and perhaps will  not have the s t a f f  
and f inanc ia l  problems th a t  impeded progress 
in 1974.

Another s tude n t ,  who asked to remain anon­
ymous, conceded th a t  the '75 Summit may not 
have been t e c h n ic a l ly  e x c e l l e n t ,  and was even 
a b i t  over-done in p laces .  "As f a r  as I'm 
concerned," she sa id ,  "the annual has l o t s  
of drawbacks to i t .  But then,  so does UNCA.
I think the Summit r e a l l y  is  a p r e t ty  accurate  
r ep re sen ta t io n  of  UNCA. I wouldn't  want my 
mother to see e i t h e r  of  them."
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The UNCA Film So­
c i e t y ,  which brought 

to Ashevi l le  f i lms by 
such d i r e c to r s  as Berg­
man, Ber to lucc i ,  Tru­
f f a u t  and F e l l i n i ,  has 
been disbanded.

The UNCA Film Soci ­
e ty  was a cooperative 
venture of Mr. Goetz 
Wolff, of  the P o l i t ­
ical Science Depart­
ment, and Mr. Arnold 
K. Wengrow, in Drama.

I n i t i a t e d  in the 
Spring of  1971, the 
UNCA Film Society pre­
sented f iv e  top c a l ­
ib e r  f i lms per semes­
t e r .  The purpose of  
the soc ie ty  (as d e l in ­
eated by Professor  
Wolff) was t h r e e ­
fold:

F i r s t ,  the soc ie ty  
was designed to pro­
vide UNCA Students 
with a - c u l tu ra l  exper­
ience which should be 
an In tegra l  p a r t  of  a 
l ibe ra l  a r t s  educa­
t ion .

Second, i t  was in ­
tended to serve those 
UNCA fac u l ty  members 
who enjoy fore ign  
f i lms .

And t h i r d ,  i t  was 
hoped th a t  the so c ie ­
ty  would reach out to 
the g rea te r  Asheville  
Community.

When interviewed. 
Professor  Wolff c i t e d  

the following rea ­
sons fo r  the soc ie ­
t y ' s  co l lapse :

(1) the in c reas ­
ing cos ts  of  ren t ing  
q u a l i t y  fo re ign  films,

(2) inadequate 
audiovisual se rv ices  
r e l a t e d  to the pro­
j e c t i o n  of the films,

(3) the i n a b i l i t y  
of  the sponsors (Pro­
fe sso rs  Wolff and Wen­
grow) to c o n s i s t e n t ly  
gauge and assess  the 
t a s t e s  of  fore ign  
fi lm bu f fs ,  or in Pro­
fe sso r  Wolff ' s  words 
" c r i t i c a l l y  acclaimed 
f ilms were not ce r ­
t a in  box o f f i c e  suc­
cesses ."  As a r e s u l t  
these  expensive films 
could not be paid for  
because of inadequate 
attendance and box 
o f f i c e  r e c e ip t . "
(Arnold Wengrow was 
unable to be reached 
fo r  comment by the 
d e a d l i n e . )

In add i t ion  to the 
reasons c i t e d  above.

s tudent  response to 
the program proved 
n e g l ig ib le .  P rofess ­
or  Wolff a t t r i b u t e d  
t h i s  lack of  s tudent  
response in p a r t  to 
the necessary en­
t rance  fee ,  in p a r t  
to the increased qua­
l i t y  of Student Gov­
ernment-sponsored 
f i lm s ,  and " p a r t i a l l y  
to the underdeveloped 
apprec ia t ion  by our 
s tudents  fo r  fore ign 
f i lm s ."

Faculty support 
of  the program, while 
i n i t i a l l y  encourag­
ing, gradual ly  dwin­
dled away.

Supr is ing ly ,  i t  
was in the members 
of  the g re a te r  Ashe­
v i l l e  conmunity t h a t  
the soc ie ty  found i t s  
g r e a t e s t  support.
But t h i s  too was
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eventual ly  l o s t  due 
to what Professor  
Wolff termed " t h e i r  
understandable impa­
t i ence  with i n f e r i o r  
p ro jec t ion  equipment 
which of ten  r e su l ted  
in le s s  than fortuH 
nate breakdowns."

Faced with massive 
revenue losses  in the 
f in a l  season. Spring 
Semester '75,  and 

^despite a so l id  s e l ­
ec t ion  of  q u a l i ty  
f i lm s ,  the sponsors 
were forced to recog­
nize the apparent 
f u t i l i t y  of continu­
ing on with the Soc­
i e ty  a t  t h i s  t ime. 
Like so many worth­
while undertakings 
a t  UNCA, the Film 
Society has f a l l e n  
prey to the apathy 
of  those the  program 
was designed to 
reach.

Swimming, Hiking Are 
Highlights o f Trip

Saturday, August 
30, e igh t  people r e ­
present ing the Mid­
dle  Earth Society 
l e f t  Vance Hall fo r  
the L in v i l l e  Gorge 
Trai l  a t  about 11 
A.M. on a b e a u t i f u l ,  
warm day. At the 
top of  i h i s  t r a i l ,  
which leads in to  the 
northern  end of  the 
gorge, the group en­
countered a ranger .  
He checked the  day 
permits and comment­
ed, "Y 'a l l  have an 
awful l o t  of  gear 
fo r  a day h i k e . . . "

The par ty  assured 
him t h a t  they would 
be out  of  the Wilder 
ness Area before 
dark and l e f t  in a 
hurry. Af ter  about 
a mile and a h a l f  
of  rapid  backpacking 
a l l  were hot and hun­
gry, so a lunchbreak
r a t h e r  spontaneously 
occured. During 
lunch several  of  the 
group went swimming 
in a cold pool of  
the r i v e r ,  below a 
rap ids .

After  lunch the 
group continued on 
the Gorge Tra i l  along 
the r i v e r ,  ascending 
the Babe! Tower f o r ­
mation, from which 
there  was an incred i ­
ble  view of  miles of

trie gorge and Table 
Rock Mt. to the south, 
At t h a t  poin t  two of 
the par ty  l e f t  the 
group and ascended 
the Babel Tower Trai l  
in order  to pick up 
one of  the ca rs .
They drove i t  around 
to where the group 
intended to  end the 
day 's  hike and camp.

The t o r r e n t i a l  
§pring floods had 
washed out the bridge 
a t  the  beginning of 
the Spence Ridge 
T r a i l ,  so a f t e r  hop­
ping rocks across  the 
r i v e r ,  everyone went 
swimming and got wet 
anyway.

After  the swim 
they hiked the lencith 
of  the Spence Ridge 
T r a i l ,  met the two 
par ty  members who had 
by then driven the 
car  around and s e t t l ­
ed down fo r  the n igh t .  
I t  was a s trenous a f ­
ternoon.

Early Sunday mor­
ning the Middle Earth- 
ers  hiked up to Table 
Rock and watched the 
shadows r e t r e a t  as 
the  sun s p i l l e d  in to  
the gorge. Eventual­
ly  everyone returned 
to pack up and begin 
the t r i p  back to Ashe­
v i l l e .
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