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This scene is typical of western North Carolina in the fall. The mountains of this area represent the gray zone bet-
ween the northern hardwoods and the southem softwoods, hence blending the reds, yellows, oranges, and green to a
unique blend. The area is 8 tourist mecca this time of year, even more so than during the summer. Thousands of peo-
ple travel thousands of miles (and pay exhorbitant motel rates) this time of year to be here. It’s at your fingertips.
While winter struck early in the higher elevations this year, try to make time this weekend to go out and enjoy. There’s
still a ot of color left-and it’s free.
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