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1985 writing competition winners

DAVID S;aff photo by Sylvia Hawkins
Senior David Levin is the
winner of The Francis P. Hulme Prize

in Playwriting with American Plan.

Set in a Florida hotel for senior
citizens, it is the tale of a teen-
ager's first kiss and his passion
for a buxom, young waitress with
braces. :

Levin, who won The Thomas Wolfe
Prize in Fiction last year, wrote
much of the play in his mind as he
drove from his Hendersonville home
to UNCA and back. "At the time," he
says, "L was certain I wouldn't win
so I didn't worry about it."” As a
result, Levin felt relaxed, and the
one-act, three-scene play "came out
very easily.”

He hopes to earn a living as a
professional writer. And he plans to
buy a bottle of Dewar's Scotch and
put a downpayment on a new type-
writer with the $100 prize.
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Senior Michael Murphy.is the
winner of The Thomas Wolfe Prize in
Fiction for Uncle Haney's Bull. The
author describes it as a story of
conflict between a young boy and his
uncle, and the resultant "rite of
passage of a teenage boy coming to
manhood . *

The 18-page short story grew
from Murphy's impressions of people
he knew while growing up in Alabama.

Murphy says he wanted to win
the competition, but didn't believe
he even "had the possiblity” until

fellow classmates urged him to check

the list of winners on the bulletin
board.

The author “"writes on two lev-
els.” He enjoys his craft and, he
adds, "if you're doing it, you want
to do it for other people too."
Murphy plans to deposit his $100
winnings in his savings account.
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Senior Keith Flynn is the win-
ner of The Carl Sandburg Prize in
Poetry with his untitled collection
of five poems. "For me," says Flynn,
“the poems represent a variety of
techniques and ideas.” There is no
central theme.

Flynn says Homecoming '85 re-
flects the pain of leaving home, of
trying to heal old wounds and fail-

ing. Another work, Fingerpainting,

- 1s a poem about "creating something

out of a reservoir of pain.” Flynn
considers it one of the best poems
he has ever written.

While Flynn believes it's
"impossible” to earn a living as a
poet, he's working hard on his first
full collection of poems. He plans
to use his $100 prize to pay part of
the $150 light bill he received the
day before he learned he had won the
competition.
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