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Opinion
Comps prove little  Everyone makes a mistake - even court

It's beg inning  to look a lot like competency 
time.

E veryw here we go people a re  b reak in g  out in 
cold sweats in anticipation of th e  te s t  th a t 
will make or b reak  th e ir  college c a re e rs .

On top of final p a p e rs , sen ior level 
cou rses , p ro jects and in te rn sh ip s ,  the  
individual departm ents h it th e ir  s tu d e n ts  with 
a te s t  designed to suck  all the  information a 
s tu d e n t has absorbed  from fo u r-y e a rs  of 
college.

At least some departm ents will be giving 
com petencies. O ther majors get off sc o tt- f ree  
with a senior level c lass, while o th e rs  a re  
bom barded with projects and certification 
exams •

For example, while poor chem istry  s tu d e n ts  
a re  s tru g g lin g  with competencies, an advanced 
level chem istry  course and  th e  G raduate  Record 
Examination, drama s tu d e n ts  only have to 
partic ipa te  in th e a tre  p roduc tions .

These d iscrepancies a re  not only u n fa ir , b u t 
they  also discourage s tu d e n ts  from en te r in g ' 
majors with tough graduation  s ta n d a rd s .  The 
u n iv e rs ity  needs to g a th e r  departm ent heads 
to g e th e r  and develop a uniform s ta n d a rd  to 
te s t  competency, ju s t  as the  faculty  senate  
determ ines general education requ irem en ts .

B e tte r  than  th a t ,  do away with competency 
exams all to g e th e r .  UNC-Chapel Hill, the  
m otherhead of ou r  16-school system , does not 
have a competency te s t  system . And its  
g rad u a tes  a re  ce rta in ly  not considered  
uneducated  o r unw orthy  of g radua tion .

P erhaps Chapel HUl's adm inistration 
realizes the  fu tility  attem ping to te s t  what a 
s tu d en t has go tten  out of school. If a s tu d e n t 
sticks th ro u g h  fou r y ea rs  of college, comes to 
class and passes his exams, he has earned  th a t 
diploma. He does not need a te s t  to prove 
w hether o r not he has learned  the  material; 
those who did not and were nev er  going to 
lea rn , probably  d ropped  out as sophom ores.

R a the r than  gauging one’s knowledge, the  
comps usually  re su lt  in f ran tic  cramming, 
u lcers and n erv es  s tre tc h e d  to the  limit. At a 
time when adv iso rs  should be helping th e ir  
sen iors find jobs and s ta r t  the  ca ree rs  they  
have p rep ared  fo r, th ey  a re  throw ing a 
pointless te s t  before  them, challenging them 
to p ro v e  they  d ese rv e  to g ra d u a te .
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E ditor, The Blue Banner:

During the  s tuden t court se s 
sion held Sunday (Nov. 24), the  
justices incorrec tly  followed 
tria l p rocedure  for one of th e ir  
cases. The defense counsel called 
for mistrial and the  court g ra n t 
ed i t .

All of those involved have felt 
v e ry  d isappoin ted . "What good is 
a s tu d en t court system if it 
can 't even follow procedure?" one 
wants to a sk .

But the fact is th a t p rocedure  
was followed. The whole incident 
r e a l ly  a t t e s t s  to  th e  v a lu e  of

ou r newborn student court in that 
it id e n t i f ie d  a m is tak e  a n d  cu t 
it sho rt th a t  v e ry  in s ta n t . The 
court was designed with checks 
and balances to  se rv e  th is  very  
func tion .

We poor humans make our mis
ta k e s .  Nothing new th e re .  But 
here 's something th a t might be: 
"the system" passed  — and with 
flying colors. Hopefully we will 
have the  fo resigh t to p reven t its  
being tes ted  like th is  in the 
fu tu re .

B ruce Franks  
A s s t .  C hief  

J u stice  
Student Court

Student court: a breeze b u t...

By Anna Wilson

It was a d ark  and storm y n ig h t.  I 
was to ap p ear  before the  court — 
not a real honest-to -goodness 
c ircu it c o u r t .  I had to go before 
the dreaded s tuden t c o u rt.  (May I 
have the  People’s Court music 
please?)

Defendent: Anna Wilson.
Plaintiff: UNCA.
Case: Alcohol policy violation.

Was I terrified? Oh y es . I was 
afraid  I wouldn't get out in time 
to watch Murder She Wrote. Somehow 
I ju st couldn't get worked up 
about appearing  before a court ru n  
by s tu d e n ts .

However, judging by  the  looks of 
th in g s , the  s tu d en ts  on the 
judicial court were v e ry  se rious .
Each s tud en t wore what I consider 
church  clo thes. Here I was decked 
out in jeans and a regu la r s h i r t .
My roommate, along for moral su p 
p o rt,  was even w orse. She wore 
sw eats. Imagine!

It all s ta r te d ,  your honor, when 
I was on my way back to the  dorm 
a f te r  checking out Kier at the 
O ne-N igh t-S tand . The alcohol 
permit was approved in the snack 
b a r .  But in my haste  to get to my 
room, I mistakenly carried  a light 
b ee r  ( ta s te s  g rea t)  th rough  the 
lobby. Now those of you who know 
journalists  know we have a 
fondness for booze — a f te r  all 
c reating  news is a high p re ssu re  
I'ob.

But I was not p resen ting  myself 
as a d ru n k a rd  and hollerin' 
obscenities in the  lobby . I was 
ju s t passing  th ro u g h . I was caught 
redhanded , though , by  the  Highris 
Patro l, also known as Nazi Vice. I 
could have v e ry  easily avoided a 
confronta tion . I could have 
guzzled the  b ee r  the  way my daddy

tau g h t me or I could have hidden 
the  bee r  in my co a t.
But th a t would be promoting 

•puzzlement and concealment! And I 
for one do not want th a t type  of 
behavior on our cam pus. I tr ied  to

weasel th rough  it by  pointing out 
I was only going up one floor. The 
Patrol said it didn 't m atter.
Well, I wasn't about to pour out 
bee r  Pd paid for with my hard  . 
earned  money so I told the  Patrol /  
to write me up .

I figured I could get w ritten  up 
once before I g rad u a ted . I was 
still a little  sad inside to th ink  1 
I wouldn't escape UNCA with a ; 
clean record  bu t if I had to go 
down I'm glad it was for something 
like alcohol.

But to get back to the s to ry ,  my 
court appointed lawyer argued  on 
my behalf tha t I had never been 
w ritten  up and I was a senior set ' 
to g radua te  in December. The |
prosecution pointed out I knew the 
ru les and I should have known beê * 
was not allowed in the  lobby . Both ; 
councils recommended a judicial 
reprim and. (As I unders tand  it, 
this is a le t te r  from the  judge, ' 
Doug Griffin, telling me what a 
bad girl I have b een .)

But I wasn't to get off tha t |
ligh tly . The judicial board voted ! 
to give me judicial and j
adm inistrative reprim and. (I th ink  ^  I 

this is a le t te r  from lovacchini, I 
the vice chancellor, telling me j
what a bad girl I have b een .)  *

Was I devastated? No. Now I |
would have two le t te rs  to pu t in :j 
my sc rap  book instead  of one. 
However I was a little  p .o . 'e d  no 
one told me I would have to pay a | 
$5 court fee . I could have bought 
a 12-pack!

So if you get w ritten up , 
remember to take $5 with you in 
case you're found guilty  and d o n 't  
sweat — studen t court is a breeze 
bu t a pain in t h e . . . .


