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U.S. News" ranks UNCA 15th among southern regional colleges
nt Thompson
iff Writer
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m ay  noj Oct. 4  issue o f  U.S. N ew s  & W orld  R eport ranked U N C A  as on e o f  the 

t universities in the South. U N C A  ranlced 15th among southern regional 

eges and universities.

‘In general, it’s a  reaffirmation o f  our national high-rate reputation,” said  

ICA C hancellor Sam uel Schum an. 

r Studeijl very year, U.S. iVewjranks co lleg e s  and universities in it’s  “Am erica’s B est  

illeges” issue.

n t p e o p H ^ e  rank the n ation’s accredited four-year colleges and universities, w hich  

le b y  heifa ihave d one every  year sin ce 1 987, using both objective data and an ex c lu sive  

>et to  tallL -vey,” said an editorial in this m onth’s edition o f  the magazine, 

n g  thesS [October 1989,17.5. N ew j called  U N C A  one o f  A m erica’s “up and com ing” 

1 th ey  caiC iversities. In 1991 , U.S. N ew s  ranked U N C A  in the top 15. 

m h o w  l|* ^ast year, [U NC ] Charlotte w as in  their top 15 and w e w ere som ething like  

B th or 18th. T his year, Charlotte has gon e out o f  the top 15 and w e’ve gon e in ,” 

le n t  musL i  Schuman.

u 'o l lm e ir ; don’t think that a  place or tw o  on  this list is really very significant, but it’s 

nsky Halpb to appear in the list o f  the top 15 rather than be 16th or 17th,” said Schuman. 

takes thM gives you a lot o f  national v isib ility .”

m ber fo(lach year, the 1,371 accredited sch oo ls are divided into categories using

guidelines established by the C arnegie Foundation for the A dvancem ent o f  

Teaching, said R obert!. M orse, in the explanation accom panying the rankings.

“T o  sim plify  the groupings, several categories w ere com b in ed  and som e  

larger categories w ere subdivided regionally," said M orse.

There are four primary categories in the survey: national universities and  

national liberal arts co lleges, regional co lleg e s  and universities, regional liberal 

arts co lleg es , and specia lized  institutions.

U N C A  is ranked in the regional co lleges  and universities category.

“T he sch ools in this group generally award m ore than h a lf their bachelor’s 

degrees in tw o or more professional d iscip lin es,” M orse explained. “'Die 559  

institutions in this category are subdivided b y region: North, South, M idw est, 

and W est.”

Included in the category with U N C A  are W ak e Forest U niversity, ranked first 

am ong southern regional co lleg es  and universities, and A ppalachian State 

U niversity, ranked 11th.

“T h e sch oo ls  w ere ranked by com bin ing a survey o f  academ ic reputation  

am ong co lleg e  presidents, deans, and ad m issions directors with statistical data 

on faculty and financial resources, student selectiv ity , graduation rate, and  

alum ni satisfaction,” said M erianne Epstein, U N C A  public information director.

Schum an said he projects U N C A ’s ranking to increase in the future.

“N ext year, w e ’ll be a little h igher b ecau se our academ ic standards have gon e  

up,” he said. “W e’re actually in better shape this year, w hich  w ill be w hat’s 

reflected  in next year’s survey, than w e  w ere last year. So , w e ’ 11 go  up another 

notch or tw o.”

A ccord ing to the rankings, statistical data show s on e area o f  im provem ent for 

U N C A  is in the graduation rate and student retention category.

U N C A  received  a rating o f  9 4  in graduation rate, com pared to W ake Forest’s 

ranking o f  two.

“In the academ ic factors, w e tend to rate in the top 10, but som e o f  the other 

on es, socia l life and retention, w e  lag behind a little bit,” said Schum an. 

A lthough m andatory freshman h ousin g w ill not m ake a huge change, Schuman  

b elieves  it is a step in the right d irection toward increasing student retention and  

socia l life  on campus.

In the past, U N C A  has received recognition  in other national publications, 

including the Fiske G uide to  C o lleges  and Changing T im es,  a  consum er  

m agazine.

“U N C A  has been rated one o f  the 10 best public liberal arts sch ools in the 

nation, in the 1993 edition o f  the Fiske G uide to C o lleg es ,”  said Epstein, in a 

Septem ber 1992 press release.

“This is the fu'st tim e the annual guide has included a specia l section  rating 

public liberal arts co lleg e s  and universities," Epstein said.

In 1988, U N C A  w as called  on e o f  the nation’s “best values” in higher 

education, in an article in Changing Tim es  m agazine.

U.S. N ew s  also produces an expanded guidebook, A m e r ic a ’s Best C olleges. 

“That guidebook, on new sstands this w eek , includes expanded versions o f  the 

rankings, additional articles, and a directory filled  w ith vital inform ation about 

1,371 co lleg e s  and u niversities,” according to an article by  the editors in this 

m onth’s U.S. N ews.

Chancellor search committe formed

Dan Gilmore
Staff Writer
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The annual Greek Festival was held last weekend at Asheville's CIty-Couty Plaza
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Jam es A. Banks, chairman o f  the 

U N C A  Board o f  Trustees, announced  

th e  f o r m a t io n  o f  a  1 5 -m e m b e r  

chancellor’s search com m ittee on Sept. 

17.

T h e purpose o f  the search com m ittee  

is to find a successor to the present 

U N C A  chancellor, Sam uel Schuman.

Schum an w ill step  d ow n  from his 

p osition  as chancellor in  D ecem ber  

t)ecause o f  d ifferences betw een him  

and U N C  s y s te m  P r e s id e n t C .D . 

Spangler.

A  national search for a n ew  chancellor  

w ill begin  som etim e in the “next few  

w eek s” after a  m eeting with Spangler, 

said Banks.

The search w ill last from  this fall 

through winter.

There are several stages in the search 

process.

T h ose  steps include “establish ing  

candidate criteria and qualifications, 

so lic it in g  and recruiting applicants, 

review ing and interview ing prospective

candidates, and presenting finalists to 

the cam pus com m u n ity ,” said  Banks.

The com m ittee consists  o f  U N C A  

trustees, facu lty, an adminisU'ation  

m em ber, a  student and an alumnus, 

said Banks.

“W e are p leased  w ith  the com position  

o f  the com m ittee, it is an important 

responsibility  and each person has 

pledged  to d evote their best effort to 

the search,” said Banks.

The com m ittee  then presents its 

recom m endations for candidates to the 

U N C A  Board o f  Trustees.

The tx)ard then provide the nam es o f  

“tw o  or th ree” ca n d id a tes  to  the 

president o f  the U N C  system , said  

Banks.

The U N C  president nom inates a new  

candidate for chancellor. The U N C  

Board o f  G overnors then e lects  the 

new  U N C A  chancellor.

The U N C A  C han ce llor’s Search  

C om m ittee m em bers are Jam es Banks, 

c o m m it te e  ch a ir m a n ; M a lc o lm  

Blow ers, U N C A  university librarian; 

Shirley B row ning, U N C A  professor, 

ch a ir  o f  th e  U N C A  e c o n o m ic s  

department and chair o f  the U N C A  

Faculty Senate; Mary Bulhnan, U N C A  

S tu d en t G o v e rn m en t A ss o c ia t io n

presidentandU N C A BoardofTrustees  

member; M argaret D ow n es, U N C A  

A ssociate p rofessor and chair o f  the 

U N C A  li te r a tu r e  a n d  la n g u a g e  

department; T om  Habor, m em ber o f  

U N C A  txiard o f  trustees and G alaxo, 

Inc. senior v ice  president. Research  

Triangle Park; A llison  Hal tom, U N C A  

B o a rd  o f  T r u s te e s ^ m e m b e r  and  

university secretary, D uke U niversity, 

D urham ; G w e n d o ly n  H en d erson ,  

U N C A  education profe.s.sor; D uane  

M cKibben, U N C A  board o f  trustees 

m em ber and H endersonville  O il Co. 

president, H endersonville; A lfred O. 

M onk, a H endersonville attorney and  

m em b er o f  th e U N C A  board o f  

trustees; Jesse R ay, Jr., U N C A  Board  

o f  Trustees m em b er and C arolina  

Pow er & Light Sky land business office  

aream anagenJam esStickneylV , 1978 

U N C A  gra d u a te , fo rm er  U N C A  

A lum ni A sso c ia tio n  president and  

In su ran ce  S e r v ic e s  o f  A s h e v i l le  

insurance execu tiv e; Pam ela M ills  

Turner, M ills  M anufacturing C oip . 

board chairman, A sh ev ille ; Arnold  

W engrow , U N C A  drama professor; 

and Julienije W inner, U N C A  board o f  

trustees m em ber and and area c iv ic  

leader.
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Local author speaks to student group
Brenda W ebster
Staff Writer

A lo e  alcom puter author and publisher 

spoke to the U N C A  chapter o f  the 

D a ta  P r o c e s s in g  M a n a g e m e n t  

A ssociation (D PM A ) on Sept. 30. 

During his speech, he exp lained  the 

impact o f  com puter viruses on today’s 

society and stressed the im portance o f  

computer literacy.

“In 1988, as luck w ould  have it, m y  

book w as review ed  by the N ew  York 

Times  three days before the Internet 

was shut dow n,” said Ralph Rotierts, 

author o f  C om pu ter  V iru ses  and  

president o f  W orld C om m  publishing  

com pany. “It w as the first U .S . book  

on computer viruses.”
The Internet system  included m ost o f  

the m ore important academ ic, m ilitary  

and com m ercia l com puters o f  the  

w orld . W h en  the sy stem  b eca m e  

infected by a computer virus, R oberts’ 

expertise b ecam e vital to finding a 

quick and e ffec t iv e  so lu tion , said  

Rotierts.
“Computer viruses, today, are less  o f  

a threat than they w ere in 1988,” said  

Roberts. “A  lot o f  personal com puter 

manufactures, and Uie people w ho did  

software decided they’d better protect 

the public from com puter viruses.” 

T o d a y  s o f tw a r e  and  p e r so n a l  

computer packages com e w ith internal 

protection, as w ell as tips on  manual 

precautions to avo id  v iruses, said  

Roberts
The term “computer virus” refers to 

a sm all program that w ill reproduce 

itself, and m ov e  from com puter to 

co m p u ter . U s u a lly , th is  h app en s  

through the process o f  infecting a disk

in one com puter, and p lacing that 

disk into another com puter, Roberts 

said.
Even after the disk is rem oved  from  

a computer, the com puter remains  

infected and p asses the virus on  to ali 

other disks that m ay loaded onto that 

computer.

Then, at a preprogram med tim e and  

dale, the program w ill go  into action. 

It w ill desU'oy the data, or whatever  

task has t)een program m ed on to  the 

disk, said Rotierts.

“E v e r y o n e  k n o w s  it h ap p en s  

because o f  p eop le ,” said R oberts. “A  

lot o f  young p eop le in co llege , or w ho  

are first learning com puters, b ecom e  

fascinatedbycom puterviruses. They  

infect their local co llege  computer, 

and it spreads from  there.”

If a  co m p u ter  v iru s  d es tro y s  

com pany records or irreplaceable  

data, the person responsible for the 

virus can be held  liable in c iv il and  

criminal court, said Roberts.

In h is presentation, Roberts a lso  

h ig h lig h te d  th e  n e e d  fo r  e v e r y  

in d iv idu al in  s o c ie ty  to  b eco m e  

com puter literate.

“W e are b ecom ing  an information  

b a se d  s o c ie t y ,"  s a id  R o b e r ts .  

“C om puters are spreading out o f  

schools and b usiness into the h om es. 

Everything from  your m icrow ave  

oven to your rem ote control w ill have  

computers in it.”

M ore than a box w ith a keyboard  

attached, com puters com e in m any  

shapes and s iz e s . T h e ab ility  to  

m anipulate any type o f  com puter  

system , based  on a basic k now ledge  

o f  how  com puters work, w ill enable  

aperson to becom e com puter literate, 

said Roberts.

“Com puter literacy is the ability to

read a com puter like a book, it is not 

learn ing a particular program  like  

WordPerfect,” said Roberts. “B eing able 

to use com puters determ ines both the 

quality o f  your life  and how  good  o f  a 

job  you can get.”

Virtual reality w ill have a profound  

impact on the com puter society  and w ill 

m ake it ea s ie r  for m an y  so ftw are  

packages to tiecom e m ore user friendly, 

said Roberts.

“A  good  exam p le  is  i f  you  want to 

retrieve data, and you put on a pair o f  

glasses that puts an im age directly on  

the retina o f  the ey e ,” said Roberts. 

“Y ou w ill see  a file  cabinet, open the 

cabinet, pull out a  file, open the file, and  

there is  a p iece  o f  paper.

“A ll o f  that d oes  not really ex ist, except  

' in the virtual reality that you  are seeing,” 

said Roberts. “T his is an easy  w ay  o f  

finding information, becau se you are 

not manipulating a com puter. Y ou  are 

doing som ething w hich you have done  

a thousand tim es before, and you k now  

exactly h ow  to do it.”

Roberts has written 39  other books  

and over  10 0 0  a rtic les, m o stly  on  

computer topics. H is current projects 

include research for an upcom ing virtual 

reality book, a  book  on h ow  to get 

published, and a com puter gam e on  M S  

IX )S  e w M e iL e is u r e  Suit, said Roberts.

He writes approxim ately s ix  books  

per year, and his publishing com pany  

has pub lished  over  50  b o ok s, said  

Roberts.

Roberts has been associated  with the 

U N C A  com m unity for m any years and  

a g u e s t  le c tu rer  o f  th e co m p u ter  

department on several occasions. He  

has a lso  taken a few  c la sses  at U N C A , 

and uses R am sey Library for ^.search  

when writing for publication, Rolierts 

said.
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Local author Ralph Roberts spoke to the UNCA chapter of the Data 

Processing Management Association on Sept. 30.


