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f f Music video breathes new life into '80s radio stars
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The 1 9 8 0 s  w as o n c e  frow n ed  u p o n  

musically as an  em barrassing decade  

rock 'n’ roll h istory that m o st  peop le  

wanted to  forget. N o w ,  th e  m u sic  that 

was d e fin ed  b y  th e  N e w  W a v e  and  

hair m etal m o v e m e n ts  is experien cin g  

strong resurgence in  p op ularity , 

tnostly d u e  to  its m u sic  v ideos.

In a t im e  w h e n  v id eo  w as still rela

tively n e w , artists o f  th e  ‘8 0 s  w ere  

allowed to  exp erim en t w ith  different 

creative co n c ep ts  in  order to  g ive  their  

fans an im a g e  o f  th em selves th ey  cou ld  

never ach ieve  th rou gh  m u sic  alone. 

The in tro d u c tio n  o f  M T V  in  1981  

allowed greater exposure for artists, 

making im age  m ore  im p ortan t than  

:ver. E veryon e w h o  w a n ted  to  get 

loticed released a v id eo . I f  M T V  d id  

!0t p lay it, it d id ’n o t  exist.

IS

T h e  m u sic  o f  th e  ‘8 0 s  reeked o f  

jreasy cosm etics , hair spray, peroxide, 

and nail p o lish , an d  th e  m e n  w ere  

usually th e  on es  u sin g  all that junk, 

ulture C lu b  w ith  B o y  G e o r g e  be- 

ime pop ular  w ith  an u p b eat style  

and ou trageou s costu m es. T h e  m u sic  

lad a fixn beat, a n d  felt carefree.

G la m o u r  rock  ban ds o w n e d  m ore  

Sp an d ex  a n d  fake jew elry  than an  

entire  trailer park. T h e y  lo o k e d  like 

T a m m y  F aye c lones. T h e  strangest 

aspect o f  th e  g lam ou r  bands was that 

th ey  u sed  their  fe m in in e  im ages to  

attract girls, a n d  it w orked . T h e  m a

jority  o f  these ban ds’ songs am ou n ted  

to  an  o p e n  in v ita tion  to  w o m e n  to 

h ave  sex  w ith  th em .

B an d s lik e P o iso n  an d  B o n  Jovi 

h a d  n o th in g  o n  th eir  m in d s  b u t sex. 

T h e y  th rew  in  an occasional track  

a b o u t socia l p rob lem s, b u t their so 

lu tio n s  se e m e d  to  b e  party m ore, get 

la id , a n d  everyth in g  w ill get better.

Judas Priest, a heavy  m etal band, 

s tu ck  their  toes in th e  m ainstream  

w ith  “T u r b o .” T h e ir  fans cried foul, 

a n d  said th ey  ‘so ld  o u t .’ T h e  band  

resp on d ed  w ith  “Pain  Killer” (im ag

in e  cats h a v in g  an orgy  in the pale  

m o o n lig h t) .  Judas Priest redeem ed  

their im age  as a serious m etal band. 

A C /D C ,  an oth er  m etal act, released 

“B ack  in B lack” after rep lacing their  

lead  singer. B o n  S co tt, w h o  d ied  

after g e ttin g  drun k , passing o u t ,  and  

c h o k in g  to  d eath  o n  his o w n  vo m it .

M o tle y  C ru e  b ecam e pop ular  by  

m ain ta in in g  a rep utation  as th e  crud

est, rudest, an d  usually  n u d est, rock  

‘n ’ roll b a n d  around . T h e y h a d i t a l l -  

w o m e n , fam e, an d  m o n ey . In  the  

‘8 0 s , rock  ‘n ’ roll w as o n e  b ig  party.

D u r a n  D u r a n  b ecam e a h u g e  su c 

cess in  th e  decade, u s in g  a te c h n o 

rock  so u n d . “W ild  B o y s,” o n e  o f  

their  post-ap oca lyp tic  v id eos , c o m 

b in ed  th e  nuclear survivors th em e  

w ith  a torture ch am b er  a n d  a w ater  

m on ster.

O n e  o f  th e  m o re  p op ular v id eo

rock, used  this form at in  her v id eo  “Kiss 

M e  D e a d ly .”

D u r in g  th e  ‘8 0s , m ore  w o m e n  than  

previous decades entered the m u sic  bu si

ness. Lita Ford played hard rock, b u t the  

m ajority o f  her contem p oraries w e n t  for  

a b ou n cier  sou n d . C y n d i Lauper h it  pay  

dirt w ith  “G irls Just W a n n a  H a v e  F u n ,” 

and Katrina an d  the W aves w ere “W a lk 

in g  o n  S u n sh in e .” T h e  B angles had  

several hits, in c lu d in g  “M a n ic  M o n 

d ay,” w ritten  b y  Prince (w h o  w as still 

P rince then).

D e f  Leppard, o n e  o f  the m o st pop ular  

British groups o f  the ‘8 0s , reached super  

star status after a tragedy th at w o u ld  

have e n d ed  m o st careers. T h e ir  d ru m 

m er lost o n e  o fh is  arms in a car accident. 

T h e  band p u t their n e w  alb u m  o n  h o ld  

u n til th e  dru m m er cou ld  recover from  

the a m p u ta tion  and learn h o w  to  play  

drum s w ith o u t the arm. T h e  resulting  

a lb u m , “H ysteria ,” b ecam e o n e  o f  their
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lyiusic video in tlie 1980s gave artists new opportunities 
to create an image of themselves that was not possible to 
convey through music alone.

form ats w as th e  live perform ance. 

T a k e  o n e  rock  grou p , tw o  yards o f  

Spandex, spray pa in t colored  leather, 

a case o f  hair spray, tw o  gallons o f  

grease pa in t, six tubes o f  mascara, 

m ix  w ith  5 ,0 0 0  scream in g  girls and  

b lin d in g  e xp losion s, an d  th e  recipe 

for an 8 0 s  live  p erform ance v id eo  is 

co m p le te . P o iso n ’s “N o t h in ’ b u t a 

G o o d  T im e ” gives a g o o d  exam ple

o f  h o w  th e  live  p er form an ce  v id eo  

sh ou ld  be.

I f  there w as a c o m m o n  th em e  for 

the decade, it  c o u ld  have b een  ‘the  

b o m b  w ill b lo w  every th in g  to  hell 

bu t rock  ‘n ’ roll.’ V id e o s  thrived  on  

b u rn in g  cars an d  trash barrels, and  

c lo th in g  lo o k e d  lik e it w as salvaged  

from  a b o m b e d -o u t  m all. L ita Ford, 

o n e  o f  th e  first w o m e n  to  try hard

T h e  ‘8 0 s  saw  th e  religious right gain  

p ow er, an d  o n e  o f  their favorite targets 

for critic ism  w as pop ular m u sic . T h e  

R ev. J im m y  Swaggart attacked O zzy  

O sb o u r n e , ca lling  h im  a devil w orsh ip 

per. O z z y  g o t revenge after Swaggart 

con fessed  to  h a n g in g  o u t  w ith  hookers. 

“M iracle  M a n ,” from  O sb o r n e ’s “N o  

R est for th e  W ic k e d ” a lb u m , d irectly  

tau n ted  Swaggart for his extram arital 

activities.

R on a ld  Reagan ruled the W h ite  H o u s e  

for m o st  o f  th e  decade. Several m u si

cians o p en ly  criticized R eagan an d  Brit

ish Prim e M in ister  M argaret T h atch er  

th rou gh  their m u sic  an d  videos. G en esis  

released “L and  o f  C o n fu s io n ,” calling  

a tten tion  to  th e  destructive polic ies  o f  

th e  tw o  govern m ents. T h e  v id e o  used

p u p p ets  created by  a British c o m 

p an y  nam ed  “S p ittin g Im age” to por

tray th e  leaders o f  the w orld  as self- 

cen tered  tyrants. T h e  v ideo  ended  

w ith  Reagan h ittin g  th e  w ron g  b u t

ton  and  n u k in g  the w orld.

A n o th er  British band, the B low  

M o n k ey s  released an anti-T hatcher  

so n g  titled “C elebrate the D a y  After  

Y o u ,” w h ich  British radio was not  

a llow ed  to  play until the elections  

w ere over. T h e  B low  M onkeys, a long  

w ith  the Style C ou n c il,  form ed  an 

an ti-T h a tc h e r  organ ization  called  

R ed W e d g e  to  protest T h atch er’s 

policies  th rou gh  m usic. T h e  B low  

M o n k e y s  also had o n e  o f  the first 

son gs that addressed the A ID S  issue, 

called “D ig g in g  Y our S cene.”

P u n k  rockers also had their hits. 

B illy  Idol w rote  his sm ash “W h ite  

W e d d in g ” for his sister, to  object to  

her en gagem en t. A d am  A n t becam e  

pop ular  w ith  “G o o d y  T w o  S h o es .” 

T h e  ‘8 0 s  had its share o f  o n e -h it  

w on d ers. D e x y ’s M id n ig h t R unners  

m ad e the charts w ith  “C o m e  o n  

E ileen .” “T a in ted  L ove” b y  S oft C ell  

had  a chart record for th e  era, staying  

in  B illb oard ’s T o p  10 0  for 7 9  weeks.

R ap an d  h ip -h o p  h it m ainstream  

in  th e ‘8 0s . R u n  D M C  surprised fans 

w h e n  th ey  appeared w ith  A erosm ith  

in th e  v id eo  “W a lk  T h is  W a y .”

To fin d  out more about '80s music 
and the video age, see multimedia 
lecturer Barry Drake sperformance, 
“The 80s: Rock Music in a Video 
Age, ” on Oct. 6  at 8:30p. m. in the 
Highsmith Center Lounge. Admis
sion is fi'ee for students.
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FYI
academic notices

•  Term I ends *10/10
•  UNCA Journal submission (Intent to submit forms)/Research Scholar 

nominations for Dec. grads •  deadline,10/10

leadership opportunities

•  “Student Leadership at UNCA: “A Laboratory of Service” a discussion 
with Kevan Frazier and UNCA student leaders, 3pm, LF •  10/6

•  Leadership Resource Center-helpful information, outside HO 37

athletics

•  Women’s Soccer vs. Middle Tenn. State, 2pm, GF •
•  Volleyball vs. Liberty, 2pm, JC •  10/4
•  Men’s Soccer vs. Coastal Carolina, 4pm, GF •  10/4
•  Volleyball vs. Coastal Carolina, 2pm, JC •  10/5

10/4
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For Your Information

october 
2

thru 
october I 

9

career opportunities/jobs

Internet access to UNCA job listings now available through Jobtrack. From on- 
campus, http://www.jobtrack.com. From off-campus access, call Career 
Center, 251-6515
Call for Performers to participate in UNCA “After Hours” series-poets, singers, 
bands, soloists (x6675)

concerts/live entertainment

The Cmplt Wrks of Wm Shkspr (Abridged), a spoof on Shakespeare, 8pm & 
2pm, CBT (232-2291) *10/1-10/5
North Carolina Dance Theatre, tickets on sale now, HC 27 (x6584) •  10/7-10/8 
Hillcrest Highsteppers, 10:30am, DH Plaza (x6244) •  10/4 
Live Jazz Music, lla m -lp m , DH Plaza/DH •  10/4
"The 80's: Rock Music in a Video Age” by Barry Drake, 8:30pm, HC Lounge 
(spon. by UP) (x6244) FREE to Students •  10/6

UNCA

FYI is a service of 
the Student 

Activities and 
Student Affairs 

offices.

FYt is published each Thursday. Deadline to 
submit information is Friday at noon, for the 
following week's publication Next deadline: 
Oct 3 for the Oct 9 issue October 9th issue 
covers evenls thru October 23. Send a copy 
with basic information to The Banner, d o  Ad 
manager, CH208A or SMcDonald, HC 27

F a m ily  Weekend-complete schedule of events available at HC Information Desk 
(x6584) •  10/3-10/5

•  Hawaiian Luau Dinner, 5-6:30pm, DH •  10/3
•  Founders Day, UNCA’s 70th Anniversary-pick up a brochure of events •  10/6
•  Chancellor’s Portrait Gallery inaugurated with new portrait of William E. 

Highsmith, 11am, RL •  10/6
•  Picnic-style lunch for UNCA community, 11:45-1:45pm, Quad. (Founders Day

Celebration) *10 /6
•  “Highrise” renamed “Founders Hall” Dedication, 1:45pm •  10/6
•  Charlotte Hornets Pre-Season Home Games (10/16, 10/22), Regular Home 

Game (10/31) Limited # of tickets available, HC 27 (x6584) •  on sale 10/9
•  Flu vaccine available, $7, Student Health Services, WHC (x6520) (call for 

appointment) *10/6-11/14
•  Study Break, 9pm, HC Lounge, FREE, all welcome (spon. by Residence Life) •

10/7
•  Financial Aid Information Table, 11am-1:30pm, DH (x6535) •  10/7

exhibits

•  Julie Peters Exhibition, Univ. Gallery, OH •  10/10-10/28
•  Valentina DuBasky, prints, paintings, sculpture. University Gallery, OH •  thru

lectures/workshops/seminars

Encountering Drama-Meet the director of Theatre UNCA play, 7pm, LF 
(x6569) •  10/2
“Saving/Savoring The Pasf-an oral history session with some of UNCA’s 
earliest pioneers, 9:30am, OCC •  10/6
“Environmental Issues in the Middle East Peace Process” by Lee 
Pasarew (EPA), 7:30pm, OCC, FREE to students (x6140) •  10/6 
Ovid Psyc INFO, research in Psychology, RL (x5094) •  11am-noon, 10/7; 
3:15-4:15pm, 10/8
“People & Environment: Searching for Truth in a Maze of Contradictions”, 
by Cal Beisner (Veritas Forum), 8pm, LH Aud. (x6195) •  10/6 
“Prioritizing Environmental Concerns”, Noon Lunch by Cal Beisner 
(Veritas Forum) •  10/7
“Truth & Philosophy: God, Scientific Naturalism and the Search for 
Meaning” by J.P. Moreland, 8pm, LH (Veritas) •  10/7 »
“Modern Search for Historical Jesus” by J.P. Moreland, Noon Lunch,
OCC (Veritas) •  10/8
“Truth and Psychology: Two Views of Man” by Richard Ganz, 8pm, LH 
Aud. (Veritas) •  10/8
“Alternatives to Modern Pyc” by Richard Ganz, Noon Lunch, OCC 
(Vertas) •  10/9
“Truth and Abortion: From Pro-choice to Pro-Life” by Frederica Mathewes 
Green, 8pm, LH Aud. (Vertas) •  10/9
“East to West: Journey from New Age to Historic Christianity” by Federica 
Mathewes Green. Noon Lunch, OCC (Veritas) •  10/10 
“Coping with the Commute”, 11am, LF (x6569) •  10/9 
“Computing on Campus” 11am, KH036 (x6569) •  10/9

10/7

films

“The Harsher Face oflslamic Extremism”, 4:30-6pm, PDR/DH (discussion to
follow) (spon. by Africana Studies “Harambi”) (x6626) •  10/2
“Jumanji” , 8-10pm, HC Lounge (x6700) •1 0 /3 _________________________

organizations - special programs

Greek Week •  thru 10/4
Desserts and drinks provided by The Greeks, 9-10pm, HC Lounge *10/2 
Bonfire by The Greeks, 10:15-11:30pm, Division St. •  10/2 
Sleep Out on the Quad-Awareness for the homeless, donations of food, 
clothing, toiletries, 7pm-7am (spon. by The Greeks) •  10/3 
Party-music, volleyball, frisbee, 12-5pm, behind Mills Hall (spon. by The 
Greeks) •  10/4

outdoor activities/recreation

Campus Commission Hearings, 8-10:45am, •  HC37, 10/6; HC018, 10/8
Rafting on the French Broad, 1:30-5pm, $5 •  10/5
Hiking/camping at fall break, equipment/food provided, reserve space in
Outdoor Education, HC (x6001) •  10/11-10/13
Mountain Bike Rides, meet 5pm at DH or 5:30pm at Bent Creek (bikes
available) (x6001) •  every Wednesday
Mountain Bike Rides, (call Outdoor Ed. for details x6001) •  every Monday 
and Thrusday

volunteer opportunities

See Bulletin Board in HC Lobby or visit HC 48 (x6588)

http://www.jobtrack.com

