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UNCA pays 
price for 
fiber optics

By Mike Bryant
s ta ff W riter

A requ irem ent by a state agency  

or U N C A  to  resubm it its fiber 

)ptic n etw ork  project as a capital 

m provem ent rather than a “util- 

ty” added  m ore  than  $ 2 6 0 ,0 0 0  in  

iniversity con stru ction  an d  equip-  

nent costs , accord ing  to an A ugust  

1998 finan c in g  su m m ary prepared  

Arthur F o ley  in U N C A ’s o ffice  o f  

inancial affairs.
“U N C A  first p roceed ed  w ith  the  

;ampus-wide fiber o p tic  project as 

‘utility’ u p o n  advice o f  the  O ffice  

ifState B u d g et  an d  M a n a g em en t,” 

aid A rthur Foley , v ice  chancellor  

or financial affairs. “C lassify ing the  

jroject as a ‘u tility ’ p laced  it in a 

iategory sim ilar to  lights and  water, 

^his w as n o t ab ou t a capital im -  

brovement such  as fu n d in g  a class- 

oom b u ild in g  or athletic  facility, 

lut rather, a lo t  o f  w ir ing  an d  elec-  

ronics.”
The university  d id  n o t  n eed  the  

jthorization o f th e  U N C  Board o f  

governors and the  Legislative G o v -  

(rnmental O p eration s C o m m itte e  

k long as the  fiber o p tic  project was 

jlassified as a “ u tility ,” accord ing  to  

h e l9 9 8  f inan cin g  sum m ary.

T he university  w as prepared to 

)egin accepting  con stru ction  and  

;quipment b ids in 1 9 9 7 -9 8  for the  

iber op tic s  netw ork  w h en  advised  

)y the state that the  project need ed  

0 be re-subm itted  as a capital im -  

irovement rather than a “utility , 

iccording to  the financial sum m ary. 

State authorization  for the  fiber  

jprics netw ork  as a capital im prove

ment p r o je c t 'to o k  nearly a year, 

resulting in a n e w  projected  n et

work total cost  o f  approxim ately  

Jl,0 8 4 ,1 1 3 ,  said Foley.
The original estim ates for the  

project as a “ u t i l i t y ” t o ta le d  

$815,982, representing an increase  

of $ 2 6 8 ,1 3 1  in  add itional univer

sity costs for re-subm ission  as a 

capital im p ro v em en t, accord ing  to  

the financial sum m ary.

‘T o date, the  cost  o f  the  fiber

optic netw ork  Js projected  to  be  

approximately $ 1 .4  m illio n , w h ich

is the  total a m ou n t the state has 

approved  for U N C A  to  exp en d  on  

its n etw o rk  infrastructure,” said  

Foley . “A b o u t $ 9 0 0 ,0 0 0  o f  that 

a m o u n t  has already b een  sp en t  

through  the  course o f  the  project. 

T h e  sources o f  those  dollars in 

c lu d ed  U N C A  capital and auxiliary 

funds and state appropriations.” 

“T h e  expense o f  the project was 

justified  over three years ago w h en  

the  university en listed  a N e w  Jersey 

c o n su lt in g  firm to  plan for a state- 

of-the-art fiber o p tic  netw ork  for 

the  ca m p u s ,” said Foley. “Initially, 

U N C A  received little  p ositive  feed

back w ith  regard to  any state fu n d 

in g  for su ch  a system , and n o w  they  

see it as a top  priority for all 16- 

U N C  m em b er institu tions.

“T h e  N o r th  C arolina  Legislature  

appropriated $ 3 4 ,7 8 4 ,0 0 0  in the  

1 9 9 8 -9 9  budget for the  state-w ide  

university  netw ork  infrastructure,” 

sa id  F o le y .  “O f  th is  a m o u n t ,  

$ 5 5 9 ,4 9 8  was allocated for U N C A ’s 

fiber op tics  project. T h e se  funds  

are appropriated  for project ex 

penses incurred after Ju ly  1 , 1 9 9 8 .” 

T h e  co m p le tio n  o f  th is n ew  net

w ork  tech n o lo g y  has p laced U N C A  

near the  to p  o f  the  cam puses w ith in  

the  U n iversity  o f  N o r th  C arolina  

system  o f  m eet in g  the  n ew  baseline  

standards o f  netw ork infrastructure, 

a ccord ing  to  R ichard W h ite , m an 

ager o f  system s an d  c o m m u n ic a 

t ions in the  U N C A  co m p u ter  cen 

ter.
“U N C A  has b een  evaluated to  

have a tta in ed  8 8  p ercen t o f  its 

baseline tech n o lo g y  needs, accord 

in g  to  an in d ep en d e n t  s tu d y  o f  all 

the  cam puses in the  U n iversity  o f  

N o r t h  C a r o l in a  s y s t e m ,” sa id  

W h ite . “T h e  study  ranked U N C A  

secon d  a m o n g  all 16 m em b er  insti

tu tions. T h e  average a m o n g  the  16

cam puses w as 6 7  percen t.”

T h e  recent co m p le tio n  o f  the  fi

ber op tics  system  at U N C A  has 

m ade state-or-the-art in form ation  

access available to  b o th  students  

and faculty, according to  W h ite .

“T h e  n ew  E thernet system  was 

c o m p le te d  in  Ju ly  1 9 9 8 ,  said

See OPTICS page 10

Founder's computer stolen
UNCA Housing unsure how theft occurred

By Dm Martin
staff W riter

A  com puter valued at approxi

m ately $ 2 ,0 0 0  was recently stolen 

from the third floor com puter lab 

in Founders Hall, according to 

U N C A ’s housing office.

“W e ’re not sure whether the 

dorm  was unlocked or whether  

som eone had a key,” said Pete 

W illiam s, director o f  housing and  

residence life at U N C A . “All o f  

the com puters in the lab are nor

m ally tied dow n w ith  security de

vices, but because there had been 

som e renovations going on , the 

com puters had just recently been  

put back into the com puter lab 

and they had not been secured 

yet.”
“T h e  information that w e got 

was that the door to that particular 

com puter  lab som etim es stays 

propped open because it was still 

under construction at the tim e,” 

said Jerry Adam s, investigator for 

U N C A  public safety. “It’s sup

posed to be locked, but the resi

dence director said that he has 

found  it propped open  and left 

unsecured several times, so it actu

ally was not broken in to .”

“I think it was an on-cam pus  

student, as opposed  to a com 
m uter,” said T h om as Jablonski, a ■ 

junior undeclared major. “I think  

they (on-cam pus students) w ould  

have m ore o f  an idea w hen it 

w ou ld  be open, w hen it w ou ld  be 

free. I d o n ’t think a com m uter  

w ou ld  hang ou t at the com puter  

lab.”
“A  couple o f  m y  friends have had 

things stolen before, and it sucks 

w hen  it happens,” said Shands 

Senechal, a junior com puter sci

ence major. “It sucks that you  

have to look  out for your ow n  stuff  

on  top o f  everything else, and live 

w ith  the level o f  awareness that is 

required to get by today. As i f  

there aren’t enough dangers to be 

looking out for already.”

T h e  lab has re-opened since the 

beginningofthesem ester, accord

ing to W illiam s. T h e  com puters 

are tied to the floor and to the wall 

w ith  cables.

It was just a bad t im ing  incident, 

according to Adams.

“T his is the first com puter lab in 

a dorm  where w e’ve had a com -

. -
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Thieves make a clean get away this time, but increased efforts by public safety and 
housing will make future theft more difficult.

purer stolen, so this cou ld  be an 

isolated occurrence,” said Adams. 

“There were students in the build 

ing w h o  hadn’t left yet or w h o  were  

staying throughout the break for 

other purposes,” said W illiam s. 

“W e  d o n ’t have any suspects yet,” 

said Adam s. “W e  have the serial 

numbers and everything, but right 

n ow  w e d o n ’t have any leads. W e  

can’t just go  around searching  

rooms w ithout probable cause. T h e  

housing office can d o  safety inspec

tions and look  for those sorts o f  

things. As far as the public safety 

office is concerned, w e  can’t just go  

room  to room  and search for stolen

items. T h at violates their rights. 

W e  m ust have probable cause.”

“I d o n ’t think it’s necessarily a 

publicsafety issue,” said G ina Voci, 

aseniorenvironmental studies ma

jor. “T h e  thing I d o n ’t understand  

is w h y  a student w ou ld  take it 

since they have access to it all the 

t im e.”
“There are usually three o f  four 

com puters in the labs,” said C had  

Pry, an undeclared sophom ore. 

“T h e  o n ly  th in g  they ’re g o o d  for 

is w ord  processing. T h a t’s pretty  

m u c h  it. Y ou  can ’t d o  an y  re

search, or an yth in g  else. I d o n ’t 

k n o w  w h y  an yon e w o u ld  w an t

to  steal it .”
“S o m e b o d y  probably to o k  it 

h o m e  during the break and left it 

at the ir  h o u s e ,” said  A d am s.  

“T h e y ’re probably just using  it 

for their o w n  purposes.”

“I d o n ’t th in k  y o u  co u ld  paw n  

i t ,” sa id  J a b lo n s k i .  “ I f  th e y  

a r e ^ a w n i n g  it ,  t h e y ’re rea lly  

s tu p id  b e c a u se  I ’m  su re  th e r e ’s 

p r o b a b ly  ser ia l n u m b e r s  an d  

s ta m p s  all o v e r  i t . ”
“I d o n ’t k n o w  w h y  a n y o n e

See STOLEN page 9

Humanities criticized for western perspective

The d irector o f  the  h u m an ities  program  

ind the course coord inators w ill m eet w ith  

• group o f  students this w eek  to discuss  

Possible w ays to  m ake the  curriculum  m ore  

ndusive o f  n o n -w e stern  cultures. T h e

By Meghan Cummings

staff W riter

m eetin g  was in itiated  in response to  c o n 

cerns expressed by b o th  students and fac

u lty  about the lack o f  su ffic ien t stu d y  o f  

non-w estern  history and culture in the  

h um anities  program .
“I th in k  h um anities  needs to  be reform u

lated ,” said D w ig h t  M u llen , chair and asso

ciate professor in the  po litica l sc ience d e 

partm ent and a h u m an ities  instructor. “It 

needs to be redone so that it is in c lu sive .’

A ccord in g  to A lp h o n so  D o n a ld so n , presi

d en t  o f  S C A , m an y  students agree that the  

h u m an ities  program  needs to  be re-exam - 

ined. T h e  m eetin g  w ill a llow  students and  

faculty to get together  and discuss issues 

a bout h u m an ities  that th ey  are b oth  c o n 

cerned  about.
“I th in k  a lo t  o f  students have had this on  

their m in d s ,” said D o n a ld so n . “It w ill help  

just to  get the  students in to  the conversa

tion . W e ’ve g o t tw o  conversations go in g  

o n  in tw o  different circles. W e  just need  to 

b ring those  tw o  circles together .”

T h e  issue o f  a h u m an ities  program  that is 

inclusive o f  n on -w estern  cultures has been  

discussed  in the  departm ent for several 

years, accord ing  to  P eg  D o w n e s , director  

o f  the  h u m a n ities  program .
“H u m a n it ie s  changes every sem ester,” said 

D o w n e s .  “W h e n  y o u  lo o k  at the syllabi and

h o w  they  have changed  over the years, you  

see m ore and m ore non-w estern  material.” 

In c lu d in g  studies o f  non-w estern  cultures 

in to  the  h u m an ities  program is essential for 

the  program  to fulfill its m ission , according  

to E lm oize  A bunura, coord inator o f  the  

A frican studies program  and lectu rer  in  

p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e .
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Additional funds made available for Highsmith
By Krystel Lucas

staff W riter

Additional funds o f  $ 2 .5  m illion  are ex- 

>ected to be  d iverted  from  the  B lue R idge  

Regional D e s tin a t io n  C enter , an eco n o m ic  

development project for the  B lue Ridge

Parkway, to U N C A ’s proposed  H ig h sm ith  

U niversity  C en ter  renovations, accord ing  

to  the  adm inistration .

“T h e  $ 2 .5  m illion  has been  appropri

a ted ,” said T o m  Byers, special assistant to 

the  chancellor. “W e  expect it to b e  trans

ferred to  U N C A  in the  near futu re .”
T h e  H o u se  and Senate a llocated  $1 m il 

l ion  o f  the  $ 1 2 .4  m illio n  requested for the

center last year, accord ing  to  A rthur Foley, 

v ice chancellor  for financial affairs. T h ey  

are expected  to divert an add itional $ 2 .5  

m illion  from  fun d s orig inally  designated  to 

the B lue R id ge R egional D estin a t io n  C e n 

ter, said Foley.

U N C A  is pleased to receive the funds, 

h ow ever, con stru ction  can n ot beg in  until 

the university receives the  full appropria

tions , accord ing  to  Foley.
“W e ’ve investigated  and have foun d  that 

it is just n o t practical to  start this project 

until w e  have all o f  the fu n d in g ,” said 

Byers. “It is best to  d o  all o f  the  construc

t ion  at o n e  time."
“A  project o f  this m a g n itu d e  w ill take 

probably  betw een  tw o or three years o f  

con stru ct io n ,” said Foley . “Freshm en stu 

den ts on  cam pus m ay graduate before the  

b u ild in g  is co m p le ted .”
T h e  total renovation costs o f  $ 1 2 .4  m il

lion will add on  an additional 4 6 ,2 2 9  square 

feet to the existing 3 7 ,7 8  5 square feet o f th e  

H ig h sm ith  Center. T h is  will allpw for a

See HIGHSMITH page 9
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