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Gun incident concerns 
students in dorms

By Mike Bryant
s ta ff W riter

UNCA students have voiced con
cern about the university’s lack of 
action in an incident involving stu
dent possession o f a loaded hand
gun on campus.

“I do not understand how the 
university can allow someone who 
had a loaded handgun in his dormi
tory room to remain in campus 
housing,” said Joseph Andrew, a 
freshman. “I live on the same floor 
in the resident hall where the gun 
was discovered. It is hard to feel 
comfortable knowing that another 
student had a loaded gun just down 
the hall.”
UNCA police officials charged] us- 
tin Lane Donaldson on Feb. 15 
with possession o f a handgun on 
school property, a felony offense, 
according to Jerry Adams, an inves
tigator for public safety at. The gun 
was discovered in the student’s room 
on Feb. 10 following an anony
mous report to Nancy Williams, 
assistant director o f housing and 
residence life.
University officials have refijsed to 

specifically co m m en t on the 
Donaldson incident, citing the con
fidentiality provisions ofthe Buckley 
Amendment or General Education 
Provisions Act o f 1974.

"The university is unable to dis
cuss or release any information re
garding any action, if any, that the 
school has taken or will take in this 
matter,” said Eric lovacchini, vice 
chancellor o f student affairs. “The 
provisions o f the Buckley Amend
ment prevent disclosure o f this type 
of information on any student.” 
The university has generally waited 
for the legal resolution in the public 
court system before deciding on a 
course o f  action, according to 
lovacchini.

“If the determination by univer
sity officials is that the student or 
students do not pose a harm to 
themselves or others, we usually 
await the decision o f the public 
courts before deciding on univer
sity action,” said lovacchini. “How
ever, the university can act indepen
dently of the public courts in cases 
that violate university policy.”

“In matters involving the viola
tion o f school policies, the univer
sity can hold a student conduct 
hearing before deciding on any ac
tion to be taken against a student,” 
said Amy J ustice, assistant director of

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY TARA HAMMOND

Students are concerned that the university’s delay in dealing with gun possession on 
campus could lead to further I

student development. “The hearing is 
closed, and any action taken by the 
university is disclosed only to the sm- 
dent.”

Smdents should tell university offi
cials their concerns about campus-re- 
lated matters.
“Students need to contaa the appro

priate university officials with any fears 
or concerns they may have involving 
their academic environment,” said 
lovacchini. “That kind of information 
may change a previous position taken 
by theuniversityinaparticular matter.” 

The imiversity has initiated action 
regarding the weapon incident, accord
ing to Donaldson.

“I have a student condua hearing 
scheduled for April 1 ,”saidDonaldson. 
“Also, I am scheduled forDistriaCourt 
in Asheville on April 9.”

Donaldson expressed regret for hav
ing the gun in his room, but he does not 
understand why other students in his 
dorm are so upset with him.

“Having a gun in my room was a 
stupid mistake,” said Donaldson. 
“However, I do not thinksmdents who 
know me are concemed with my pres
ence in the dorm. I hope I can remain 
at the university and continue to live in 
the dorm.”

A meeting has been scheduled for 
March 18 in South Ridge Residence 
Hall to discuss the concems of the

■ threats to safety.

residents, according to a housing offi
cial, according to M elanie  
Rhodarmer, resident director in 
housing and residence life 
“Students will have the opportunity 

to voice their vlevvs bn the evening 
ofMarch 18th in South Ridge about 
the gun incident, Donaldson and 
other matters,” said Rhodarmer. “I 
am hopefijl that the concerns o f any 
o f  the residents, inc lud ing  
Donaldson, can be openly discussed 
at that time.”

Some students said they did not 
want to wait to discuss their con
cerns at the meeting.
“I hope the university will remove 

Donaldson from the dorm,” said 
Clint Bergin, a freshman. “I was his 
roommate at the beginning o f the 
fall semester. I do not think he 
should be allowed to remain in 
university housing after having a 
loaded gun in his room.”
“I did not feel I could be comfort

able as his roommate any longer,” 
said Thad Eckard, a j unior philosphy 
major. “I moved to another dorm, 
and I feel a lot better now. He was a 
difficult roommate. The gun was 
only one of the problems. He just 
does not show any respect for those 
living around him.”

“I do not feel Donaldson should 
be allowed to remain in the resident

hall,” said Jay Van Ooteghem, a 
freshman.

Complaints had been made to a 
resident advisor about Donaldson, 
but housing took no action, accord
ing to Eckard.
“I know that a complaint had been 

made to Amanda Thorn, a resident 
advisor on the second floor o f South 
Ridge,” said Eckard. “Donaldson is 
a Sigma N u pledge, and I believe 
that Thorn is engaged to another 
member of Sigma Nu. Basically, 
nothing was done about the com
plaint. It was disappointing.”

Thorn refused to comment on 
Eckard’s allegations, or any circum
stances involving Donaldson.

“I am not able to respond to any 
matters involving Donaldson,” said 
Thorn, a senior mass communica
tion major.

I cannot discuss it due to the con
fidentiality of my position as resi
dent advisor. 1 will say that I think 
Donaldson is a good person,” said 
Thorn.
Donaldson said he hopes the sched

uled meeting ofthe residents at South 
Ridge will change the minds ofthose 
students concerned by his presence 
in the dorm.

“If  students get to know me, they 
will see that I am no threat or prob
lem,” said Donaldson.

UNCA faces 
office space 
shortage

By Meghan Cummings

s ta ff W riter

U N C A  is trying to develop ad
ditional office space on campus 
for new full-time faculty arriving 
this fall. T here are currently no 
unoccupied offices available.

“All offices are occupied by 
som ebody right now ,” said T om  
Cochran, associate vice chancel
lor o f  academic affairs. “In terms 
o f  identified standard kinds o f 
offices, we effectively have none.” 

A lthough all faculty members 
currently  have an office, many 
question where new faculty will 
be able to work.

“W hen it comes to expanding 
the faculty, right now we do not 
technically have any em pty  of
fices,” said Shirley Browning, as
sociate vice chancellor o f  aca
dem ic affairs.

Office space is the most serious 
space issue on campus, given that 
there are no more offices. H ow 
ever, classrooms and laboratories 
are also often  insu ffic ien t to 
handle the growing needs o f  the 
school, according to Cochran.

“W e have very few (technologi
cally equipped) classrooms, and 
w hat everybody wants now  is to 
teach w ith the technology tha t is 
available,” said C ochran . “W e 
have a need to fix up a lot o f  these 
rooms and make them  more us
able by today’s standards.” 

C ochran  said the university’s 
long term plan for easing the space 
problem  is to build a new office 
and classroom building tha t will 
provide more technologically ad 
vanced classrooms.

T h e  new building is part o f  the 
ten year facilities plan tha t was 
created in 1997, according to 
A rthu r Foley, vice chancellor for 
financial affairs.
“I n i  997, following nearly a two 

year p lanning  process, U N C A  
adopted  a 10 year cam pus facili
ties master plan ,” said Foley. “T he  
first new capital project iden ti
fied is a classroom and adm inis
trative office build ing .” 

However, the school needs to 
find a way to create office space

for the new faculty who will come 
in the fall. T em porary  solutions 
are necessary while planning, and 
eventually fundraising will take 
place for the new building, ac
cording to Cochran.

“You can’t build  a building in 
six m o n t h s , ” sa id  C o c h ra n .  
“W e’re no t going to have new 
offices for these faculty, so the 
short-term  problem is where do 
we pu t these new people?”

O n e  temporary solution the 
university is considering is to d i
vide infrequently used classrooms 
in to  o ff ic e s ,  a c c o r d in g  to 
Cochran.

“O ne  o f  our strategies is to take 
some o f  these classrooms tha t are 
no t utilized and justconvert them 
to offices,” said C ochran. “T hen 
we have to decide whether to make 
them  tem porary or p u t in new 
walls and heatingsystems to make 
them perm an en t.”

A nother possibility is to give 
offices tha t are currently  being 
used by part-tim e professors to 
the new full-time faculty, accord
ing to Browning.

“W e do have some offices used 
by adjuncts, and, sadly, we may 
need to let full-time faculty have 
priority over those offices, “ said 
Browning.

T he  other option is to ask 
part-tim e faculty to share an 
office, according to Browning.

“I d o n ’t th ink  that would be an 
unreasonable request as long as 
the instructors do no t need the 
office at the same tim e ,” said 
F rank Q uin lan , adjunct assistant 
professor o f  atmospheric sciences. 
“M any adjuncts already share an 
office.”

There will be at least five addi
tional full-time faculty members 
com ing to U N C A  in the fall. T he  
new positions were created be
cause the increase in full-time 
enro llm ent allowed the school 
funding for additional professors, 

according to Cochran.
“This fall is o ur next big wave o f 

new faculty,” said Cochran. “We 
are antic ipating  at least five new 
full-time faculty m em bers.”

T h e  new positions will give ad-
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Health and fitness proposes two new majors
By Emma Jones

s ta ff W riter

Faculty and  a d m in is tra t io n  are evalu 
ating two new degree p rogram s p ro 
posed by hea lth  and  fitness d e p a r t 
ment.
T he d e p a r tm e n t  has su b m it ted  basic 

outlines called “ requests to p la n ” for 
degree p rogram s in public  health  p ro 
motion and  sports  m edicine. Each 
major will involve new  courses.

It depends on  th ree  th ings. F irst, 
he p lan will need to  be co nsis ten t 

*''ith the  u n iv e rs ity ’s m ission. Second, 
'''e need to co nside r  the  im pac t it will 
lave on o th e r  d ep a rtm en ts .  T h ird ,  we 
Heed to con sid e r  w h e th e r  or n o t we 
an get new m o ney  from  the  G enera l

A d m in is tra tio n  in C hapel H i l l ,” said 
K e i th  R ay , c h a i r  a n d  a s s o c ia t e  
p ro fesso ro f the  health  and  fitness d e 
p a rtm en t .

“T hese  p rogram s are going to have 
to be really g ro u n d ed  in trad it io n a l 
a n d  so c ia l  s c i e n c e s , ” s a id  P e te r  
C aulfie ld , chair o f  the  un iversity  p la n 
n ing  council and  associate professor 
o f  l ite ra ture .

T h e  proposed  pub lic  health  p ro m o 
tion  m ajor w o u ld  prepare  s tu d en ts  to 
educate  and  prov ide  services to people 
in the  areas o f  disease o u tb reak  and 
health  hazards, accord ing  to  the  p ro 
posal.

“P ublic  health  p ro m o tio n  is p r im a 
rily going  to be focused on in te rd isc i 
p linary  s tud ies  o f  pub lic  h e a l th ,” said 
Ray.

“M ajors may choose to do c o m m u 
n i ty  w ellness e d u c a t io n ,  c o rp o ra te  
health  and  wellness, a hosp ita l-based

wellness p rog ram  or they  m ay go on to 
g rad ua te  s tu d y ,” Ray said.
A s tu d e n t  g radu a tin g  as a spo rts  m e d i

cine m ajor w ou ld  be edu ca ted  in the 
field o f  a th le tic  o r fitness-re la ted  in 
ju ry  p reven tion  and  tre a tm en t,  acco rd 
ing to the proposal.

“Sports m ed ic ine  gradua tes  m ay go 
on to serve in som e capacity  as an 
allied health  p ro fe ss io n a l,” said Ray. 
“T h ey  may go in to  the  physical therapy  
m arke t or go on to  g rad u a te  school for 
physical th e ra p y .”
T h e  proposal th a t  has been su b m it te d  
to the a d m in is tra t io n  and  facu lty  is a 
p re lim inary  p lan and  the  b eg inn ing  o f  
a process o f  subm iss ions to d iffe ren t 
areas o f  the  U N C -sy s tem  a d m in is tra 
tion .

“1 w an t to m ake sure th a t  everyone
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The health and fitness department wants to 
include two new majors.
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expand its program to


