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Day classes canceled for day of learning
By Mike Bryant

s ta ff  W riter

T h e  L earning as Liberation  

conference h e ld  W ed n esd ay  

at U N C A  featured m any  pro­

grams for students and  fac­

ulty, b ut students q u estioned  

the con feren ce’s tim ing.

“T h is  was n o t  a g o o d  t im e  

to h o ld  th is  e v e n t ,” sa id  

Candice H ea ld , a senior lit ­

erature major. “T h ere  is al­

ways a lo t  o f  w ork  for stu- 

• •

dents to  com p lete  near the  

en d  o f  a semester. In add i­

tion , exam s are- just around  

the  corner. It  w o u ld  have  

m a d e a lo t  m ore  sense  to  

schedule this type o f  event at 

the  b eg in n ing  o f  the  sem es­
ter.

T h e  Learning as Liberation  

conference was h eld  o n  April 

28 . A  co m m itte e  o f  faculty  

m em bers created the ev en t’s 

inaugural celebration for the  

purpose o f  exploring and cel­

ebrating teach ing  excellence  

on  the  U N C A  cam pus, ac­

c o r d i n g  to  a c o m m i t t e e  

spokesperson.

“A  n u m b er  o f  faculty m e m ­

bers w an ted  to  have a cam pus  

event that w ou ld  highlight and  

p rom ote  in n ovation s in cur­

r icu lum  an d  instruction  at 

U N C A , ” s a id  C h a r le s  

Bennett , a professor o f  phys­

ics. “H op efu lly , it will be the  

first o f  m any  such  annual cel­

ebrations involv ing  b oth  fac­

ulty and students .”

“S in ce  the university  can ­

celled  classes, I used the t im e  

to finish  so m e  assignm ents,”

H ea ld  said. “I did  n o t  really 

have any interest in the  ce l­

ebration. I used the day as an 

op p ortu n ity  to'prepare for the  

rem ain ing tw o  weeks o f  the  

sem ester.”

S o m e  students expressed  

su p p ort for the event, but  

m a n y  were puzzled w ith  the  

date chosen  by faculty and  

administrators.

“I th in k  the event is a pretty  

g o o d  id e a ,” said  M ic h e l le  

H ick s, a junior fine arts m a­

jor. “B ut I have a num ber o f  

papers d ue in the next coup le

ofd a y s , and I just can n ot  be as 

involved  as I w ou ld  have liked. 

I h o p e  the university holds  

the  even t  again next year, but  

I w o u ld  like to see it sched­

uled earlier in the  sem ester.” 

“I w as n o t  aware o f  the event  

until  just a few days ago ,” said 

G erald Kidd, a graduate stu­

dent. “I think  it w o u ld  have 

helped  i f  the university had 

p ro m o ted  the event m ore ag­

gressively. A lso, student par­

t ic ip a t io n  w o u ld  have in ­

creased i f  it had n ot  occurred  

so late in the term .”

T h e  university’s decision  to 

cancel classes for the event  

was endorsed by both students 

and co m m itte e  members.

“T h e  c o m m ittee  m em bers  

felt very strongly in urging  

university administrators to 

cancel classes for the celebra­

t io n ,” B enn ett  said. “It w ou ld  

have been a logistical n igh t­

mare to schedu le  the day’s 

events around classes. Plus, 

the c o m m ittee  and other fac­

ulty m em bers w anted  to en-  

couragestudent participation. 

A  rem aining, but unattrac­

tive alternative, was a w eek ­
en d  schedu ling  o f  the  ev e n t .” 

“I am glad the university  can ­

celled classes,” said H icks. “It 

gave m e  a chance to w ork  on  

so m e  class papers, and  par­

ticipate in the ce lebration .” 

“It is n ice to have a day o f f  

from classes,” K iddsaid . “U n ­

fortunately, the m issed class 

t im e and w ork is g o in g  to  

have to be cram m ed in to  the  

remaining few  days o f  the term

See LEARN page 10

Parbdpation 
low in recent
SGA elections

Forging ahead

By Dm Martin
s ta ff  W riter
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O n ly  17 percent o f  the  student  

body turned  o u t  for the  S tudent  

G overn m en t A ssoc ia t ion  (SG A )  

elections this year.

A lth o u g h  this is a sm all percent­

age, it is ail im p r o v em en t  from  last 

year’s turn o u t  o f  o n ly  13 percent, 

according to  SG A .

“P eo p le  just d o n ’t care so m e ­

times,” said K enya S m ith , a junior  

m anagem ent major. “I th in k  w e  

need a new sletter for co m m u ters  to 

provide th e m  w ith  m ore  inform a­

tion. I f  a s tu d en t  isn ’t interested in 

politics, then  they  probably w o n ’t 

like S G A  because it is politica l by  

nature.”

T h e  co m m u ters  are a large c o n ­

cern, accord ing  to  W ile y  C ash, a 

junior creative w rit in g  m ajor and  

SGA president.

“I th in k  the  o n -c a m p u s  students  

turned o u t  m ore  than the c o m ­

muters b y  far,” said C ash. “I think  

the m inor it ies  turned  o u t  the m ost  

because th e y ’re th e  ones w h o  real­

ize issues and  explore m ore than  

your average student. I th in k  the  

best w ay  to  g et in to u c h  w ith  c o m ­

muters is b y  ta lking to  them  and  

taking the  issues to  heart.”

“As far as lo w  voter turn o u t  goes, 

1 th ink  there’s just a lack o f  inter­

est,” said A very Smart, a senior  

Spanish and po litical sc ience m a­

jor and S G A  senior senator. “It’s 

very hard to  get p eo p le  to  v o te .”

“T h ere  are a lo t  o f  th ings that 

need to  ch an ge for com m u ters , like 

all-night com puter  labs,” said Cash. 

“T h e  library sh o u ld  also be op en  

later. W e  need  to w ork  o n  things 

that w e  can ch an ge .”
“I th in k  W ile y  w ill d o  f ine ,” said 

■Smith. “H e ’ll take the  tasks at hand.

and d o  the best h e  can w ith  th e m .” 

“Personally, I th in k  W ile y ’s cam ­

paign was k ind  o f  a waste o f  paper,” 

said D a n  Ryan, a senior env iron ­

m enta l studies major. “I k ind  o f  

d o u b t that h e ’ll be able to  d o  an y ­

thing  about the  parking for c o m ­

m uters .”

“I support W ile y  and w h at h e ’s 

d o in g ,” said C hristina Rinas, an 

undelcared freshm an. “H ow ever ,  

from  m y  o w n  personal experiences. 

I’ve foun d  that p eop le  say they  can 

m ake big changes but it d o e sn ’t 

always h ap p en .”

T h e  lack o f  in form ation  d o e sn ’t 

just apply to the  com m u ters , ac­

cord ing  to  A d am  C h a co n , an u n ­

declared freshman.

“I d id n ’t vote because I d id n ’t 

find ou t  w h en  the election  was until  

the day after it to o k  p lace,” said 

C h acon . “I d id n ’t k n o w  w h o  was 

running. I’d suggest the  cam p aign ­

ing should  be stronger. I d o n ’t k n o w  

h o w  they cou ld  d o  that, but it 

needs to  be m ore in form ative .” 

“T h ere  were o n ly  tw o  places to  

vote , as far as I k n o w ,” said Smart. 

“T here was one in H ig h sm ith  (U n i ­

versity Ceiiter) and o n e  in Karpen  

(H all) .  T h o se  are the  o n ly  tw o  

buildings. S G A  really needs to  pull  

peop le  in. I th ink  the  peop le  in  

charge o f  the  polls sh o u ld  send  

m ore S G A  members ou t  to heighten  

the  awareness o f  the s ituation  at  

h a n d .”
“I d id n ’t see the vo t in g  dates any­

w h ere ,” said Rinas. S o m e o n e  put  

a flyer o n  m y  door that had  the  

candidates v iew points , but I d idn  t 

see w h e n  to vote.
M a n y  o f  the com m u ters aren’t 

affected by SG A, according to Ryan. 

“I never vo ted  because I feel like it 

d o esn ’t in fluence m e ,” said Ryan.

See ELECTIONS page 10
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Some of the activities for the Learning as Liberation day took students and faculty out of the conventional class­
room and into the outdoors, such as the iron pour presentation by the art department.

Gay and Lesbian Conference held
By Krystel Lucas

sta ff W riter

T h e  second  annual G ay  and Les­

bian S tudies C onference, “Forging  

C h an ge/C raftin g  Id en tity ,” w ill be  

held  April 3 0 -M a y  2, o n  the U N  C A  

cam pus, according to the new s re­

lease.
T h e  conference w ill feature guest  

speakers and. scholarly presenta ­

tions, and is sponsored  b y  academ ic  

affairs, hum anities and the w o m e n ’s 

studies program.
“T h e  m ain  purpose o f  this con fer ­

ence is to get peop le  th in k in g ,” said 

A shley  F le e tw o o d , a so p h o m o re  

political sc ience major and m e m ­

ber o f  U N C A  O u t ,  an on -cam p u s

support group for gay, lesbian and  

bisexual students. “It is a g o o d  place  

to learn about the gay and lesbian  

culture. Y ou  d o n ’t have to be gay, 

lesbian, or bisexual to  be a part o f  

it .”
T h e  conference offers the o p p o i-  

tun ity  for faculty, students, and  

c o m m u n ity  m em bers to  gather w ith  

scholars and students from  across 

the  nation  to investigate the latest 

scholarship in gay and lesbian cu l­

ture, according to  the new s release.

“P eople in an academ ic d iscip line  

w an t to get together and talk about  

the  kinds o f  research they  are d o ­

in g ,” said M elissa  Burchard, assis­

tant professor o f  p h ilo so p h y  and  

conference organizer. “W e  w a n t to 

get feedback from  peers in the  pro ­

fessional academ ic arena in the sam e

w ay w e  w o u ld  d o  for a conference  

o n  any other subject m atter .”

M e m b e r s  o f  th e  g a y  c o m m u ­

n ity  on  the U N C A  cam p us are 

concerned  about the vandalism  o f  

signs that designate safe spaces for 

hom osexual students and faculty, 

according to  Burchard.

“O n e  o f  th ings that has been  re­

ally disturbing this year is that signs  

o n  our doors that say this is a safe 

space for gays, lesbians an d  b isexu ­

als have been  defaced, n o t  j ust once,  

but repeated ly ,” said B urchard.  

“T h a t  is a disturbing th in g  to  have  

happen o n  a liberal arts cam pus,  

and it constitutes in so m e  ways a 

threat.”
“Safe space signs are a project that 

U N C A  O u t  did  for c o m in g  ou t  

day,” said F leetw ood.

“T h e  id e a  b e h in d  it  w a s  for  

s t u d e n t s  a n d  p r o fe sso r s  to  p u t  

th e m  u p  o n  their doors to let gays, 

lesbians and bisexuals k n o w  that 

this is a place w here they will n o t  be 

ridiculed for w h o  they are and w hat  

they are,” F leetw ood  said.

“I ’ve  k n o w n  several students in 

the d orm s w h o  have had their signs  

ripped d ow n , torn up, or had yucky  

s t u f f  w r i t t e n  o n  t h e m , ” sa id  

F leetw ood.

T h e  peop le  responsible need  to  

th in k  real lon g  and hard about  

what it is w ith in  that causes them  

to be so disturbed by so m e o n e  hav­

in g  a sign that says it’s okay. T h is  is 

a safe space ,” F leetw ood  said.

See CONFERENCE page 9

Student group prohibited from painting letters on road
By Emma Jones

sta ff W riter

A  lack o f  w ritten  d o cu m e n ts  specifying  

which organizations are allowed to paint  

their letters o n  the  road to  Founders H all  

led to  con flic t  b etw een  the administration  

and B roth ers  U n i f ie d  an d  A c h ie v in g  

(B U A ), according to m em bers o f  B U A .

'(Eric) lov a cch in i (vice chancellor o f  stu­

dent affairs) said w e  cou ld n  t paint be­

cause w e  are n ot  a fraternal organization  

and there was n o  guarantee that w e ’d be 

here,” said M arquis M cG ee , a senior psy­

chology  major and m em ber o f  B U A . “There  

was n o t  a w ritten  agreem en t that w e  

co u ld n ’t put our letters d ow n . It was just 

oral p ow er.”
“lovacch in i was trying to  enforce a law  

that d o esn ’t exist,” said John  Gaither, a 

senior political sc ience m ajor and B U A  

m em ber. “T h e  university had n o  legal 

standing in the  m atter .”
A lth o u g h  n o t  w ritten , a general under­

standing existed a m o n g  the adm inistra­

tion  that o n ly  G reek  organizations were

a llow ed to paint their letters on  the road, 

according to lovacch in i.

“W e  felt at the t im e that it m ade the m ost  

sense to restrict the pa in ting  to  groups that 

w o u ld  last longer than o n e  generation  o f  

stu d en ts ,” said lovacch in i. “T h is  m ade it 

primarily G reek, since w e  h o ld  their char­

ters. A lso, for a lon g  period  o f  t im e they  

were the on ly  groups that expressed any  

interest in p u tt in g  their letters o u t  there.” 

T h e  unw ritten restriction cam e into  b e ­

ing in the early 1 990s  w h en  the city  o f  

A sheville asked that organizational letters 

be rem oved from  U niversity  H eig h ts  Road, 

o n e  o f  the o n ly  c ity -ow n ed  roads o n  cam ­

pus, according to lovacch in i. A  n ew  place 

for organizations to display their letters 

had to be found.
“W e  decided  on  the service road to 

H i g h s  m i t h  ( U n iv e r s i t y  C e n t e r ) a n d  

Founders (H all) ,” said lovacch in i. “It is a 

student residential area. It seem ed  like the  

m o st  appropriate area. A t that p o in t  in 

t im e, w e  probably had four or five signs on  

the U niversity  H eigh ts  Road. W e  decided  

w ith  the m ove to restrict painting to groups  

that are go in g  to be o n g o in g  and have 

som e sort o f  perm anent relationship w ith  

the university.”

“A n y  fraternity can get kicked o f f  this

cam pus for d o in g  so m eth in g  stup id , so 

that d o e sn ’t m ean they’re g o in g  to  last,” 

said C oties  C u thb ertson , a so p h o m o re  p o ­

litical sc ience major and B U A  m em ber.

A ccord in g  to  B U A , the con fus ion  arose 

from  m isco m m u n ica t io n  betw een  the stu ­

d en t  d ev e lo p m en t office, the student af­

fairs o ffice, and  B U A . T h e  p ain ting  was 

approved through  S tudent D e v e lo p m e n t  

in D ece m b er  o f  1998 .

“W e  had to  get cam pus security to sign

See BUA page 9


