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Editorials

How Can New York be Rebuilt?
W hat do w e  do w ith  the remains of the World Trade 

Center? Currently, 16 acres o f shattered glass, pu lverized  
concrete and shredded steel cover d o w n to w n  N e w  York 
City. N e w  York suffers not on ly  from the loss of lives, but 

also from an enorm ous loss of office space.
So, h ow  do w e create the office space w e  need w ithout  

forgetting the tragedy or disrespecting the victim s in 
volved? H o w  do you  restore life to a lifeless place?

The debate began just hours after the terrorist attack.
Ed Koch, former m ayor of N e w  York, suggested  w e  

rebuild the 110-story tow ers exactly as they w ere before, 
according to The Washington Post Web site. Senator 
Charles Schumer suggested  that a n ew  office building, 
not an exact replica of the former World Trade Center, 
should  be constructed.

"It's not on ly  important sym bolically  to sh ow  that w e  
w on't be intim idated, it's important economically," said  

Schumer in The Washington Post.
H ow ever, w h o  w ou ld  w ant to w ork in a n ew  World 

Trade Center? W ho w ou ld  even  w ork in a build ing  on 

the site o f so m uch pain? M ost A m ericans refuse to even  

ride a plane right now.
The director of the M etropolitan M useum  of Art, 

Philippe de  M ontebello, said he w ants to preserve the 
remains of the World Trade Center. De M ontebello  said  
the ruins act as a m etaphor for the attack, according to 

The Washington Post Web site.
H owever, if w e  leave the ruins to stand. N e w  York will  

struggle to m ove  on w ith  life. Every m orning, on the 
w ay to work, they w ou ld  have to pass by the crushed  
building. Every m orning, they w ou ld  be forced to re
m ember the tragic deaths of loved  ones.

So, w hat do w e  do  now? W ho's in charge? N o  one has  
been given any definite p ow er to decide w hat w ill hap
pen to the space. We just hear w hispers of dream s and  
plans to reconstruct or rem odel N e w  York.

H ow  w ou ld  you  restore life to a lifeless place?

Campus Parking Needs a Facelift

Everyday w hile  w alk ing  or running up Founders Drive, 
vultures can be seen soaring towards at h igh sp eed s as 
they start their next trip around the parking lot.

A vulture, if you  are w ondering, is a car that continu
ously  drives up and d o w n  a parking lot in h op es that it 
m ay sw oop  d o w n  on a car as it backs out of a choice  

space.
There is no good  reason for this. In September, N orth  

Carolina's universities took a very active part in passing  
an educational referendum that w ou ld  a llow  for m illions  
of dollars w orth  o f educational build ing on  all college  

cam puses.
A s students, w e  need to understand that this m eans this 

cam pus is go ing  to be in a state o f major flux in an effort 
to im prove all of the educational build ings on  cam pus. 

We need  to learn to be patient w ith  the construction and  
understand that parking relocationing is to be expected, 
and thus, w e  should  expect to have to w alk  farther.

Som e m ight argue that it is tough to even  kn ow  where  
and w h en  one m ay park w ithout being sniffed out by the 
Bulldog police and given  m ultip le citations (w hen a 
vehicle is unattended for days at a time).

A shift needs to occur in public safety's approach as 
well. Everytime a w arning or ticket is issued, a detailed  
color-coded m ap indicating all updated parking options  
for drivers should also be placed under the car's w in d 
shield wipers.

At least this w ou ld  allow  drivers to m ake educated  
parking decisions, so that future citations could be 
avoided.

What's w orse is those w h o  park any possible place they  
can find, and unknow ingly  take aw ay  from others' 
parking spaces by parking in the w rong  lot. For example, 
num erous times, vehicles w ithout parking decals can be 
seen parked in the residents' or com m uters' lots, thereby 
taking aw ay their limited spaces.

Maybe w ith  som e tolerance, patience, and creative 
thinking w e  can im prove this cam pus safely.

Staff Member of the Week
Congratulations to Stuart G aines o f the N e w s  Depart

ment. Stuart is The Blue Banner’s Staff M em ber of the 
Week.

Letters to the Editor

Peace will not 
Resolve Anything

D ea r  Editor:

I’m  stunned . I’m amazed. I’m  

angry. T h a t  pretry m u c h  sum s it up  

d o e sn ’t it? N o t  by a lon g  shot.

Like every Am erican and other  

peop le  throughout the w orld , I was 

s tu n n ed  to stu p efa ctio n  b y  the  

events o f  Sept. 11.

I am  angry by w hat transpired, 

and am b oth  am azed and agitated  

further by m any  o f  the things I have  

seen and heard since that day.

W h en  this event first transpired, 

there were m any  autom atically  as

su m in g  Islamic-terrorist guilt. I 

adm it that I also th ou gh t this (one  

w o u ld  have to be  com pletely  naive  

not to consider this the m ain possi

bility), but I had reservations due to 

the O klahom a C ity  bombing.

Therefore, I th o u g h t it best to  see 

but reserve ju d g m en t  until the evi

dence indicated that was the source.

I d id  n ot  have lon g  to wait. Evi

dence m o u n ted  rapidly and im pli

ca ted  n o t  just  a s in g le  person  

(O sam a bin  Laden), but also in 

sinuated the  in vo lvem ent o f  vari

ous other terrorist groups and p o s 

sibly so m e  nations. I still heard  

peop le  saying this was a rush to 

judgm ent.

I h u m ored  them , believing them  

ill-inform ed. B ut they continued . 

N o t  on ly  have I heard peop le  say 

that w e shou ld  n ot  “rush to judge

m en t,” but I’ve heard m any say that 

w e  shou ld  not act at all, especially  

not militarily.

I have been invited ro various m eet 

ings on  cam pus w h ich  seek to “send  

ou t  waves o f  love and understand

ing am ongst all the peoples o f  the 

w o rld .” I fo n ly a l l  t h e p e o p le s o f th e  

world were w illin g  to  receive such  

feelings and reciprocate in kind.

I’m  afraid “w arm  fuzzies” w o n ’t 

have m uch  o f  an effect up on  terror

ists, and go o d  thoughts w o n ’t cause  

them  to waiver in their resolve.

As a C hristian, I believe in the  

message o f  the G ospels , and can  

understand the wishes o f  peace-

loving individuals.

I on ly  ho p e  these folks realize that 

i f  everyone in o n e  society  were a 

saint, there w o u ld  be n o  o n e  left to 

venerate them , and they’d be a na

tion  o f  forgotten martyrs.

T here  is another message from  the  

G ospels that plays con tinu a lly  in  

m y  m in d  w h en  I hear peop le  reject 

any pun itive  action: “T h o u  shall 

not tem p t the Lord you r G o d .”

T e m p tin g  G o d  is exactly w h a t  w e  

w ou ld  be d o in g  were w e  to  sim ply  

ignore the  threat presented by ter

rorist organizations, or n o t  even  

attem pt to  deal w ith  the  groups  

that bear such  v eh em en t hatred for 

the U n ite d  States.

W ere w e  to  ignore this threat, or 

attem pt to sugar coat it, m ig h t  w e  

n ot  as well trust G o d  to protect us 

as w e hurl ourselves from  a c l if f  o f  

our ow n  free will?

T o  ignore this threat w o u ld  be  

foolish  at best and treasonous at 

worst, consider ing  the  lives at stake.

It m ust, how ever, be m ade clear 

that o n e  n eed  n o t  c o n d e m n  all 

M u slim s for these actions anym ore  

than so m eo n e  sh ou ld  c o n d e m n  all 

H in d u s  for the acts o f  the T am il  

Tigers or T h u g s ,  or all Christians  

for th e  a c t io n s  o f  a n t i -S e m it ic  

groups, such  as the  W o r ld  C hurch  

o f  the Creator.

B ut o n e  m ust b o w  to  reality and  

face the  truth w ith o u t  fear: T h ere  

are terrorists in this world, and som e  

o f  them  have targeted the U .S .

T h ese  groups d o  n ot  fo l low  the  

m orality  o f  the m ajority o f  M u s

lims, nor d o  they  answer to any law, 

spiritual or secular.

T h e y  m ust be m ade to  answer for 

their crimes in this w orld , and it 

m ust be assured they will never be 

able to launch an attack similar to, 

or worse than, w hat w e  have w it 

nessed.

O u r response m ust be m easured  

and our targets chosen  w ise ly  so  

that w e m ay say w ith o u t  reserva

tion  “justice has been served.” But, 

justice m ust be served.

I have heard so m e  p eop le  over the  

past few  days claim  that w e  have  

“brought this u p o n  ourselves.” W e  

have on ly  brought this u p on  our-

See RESOLVE Page 7

Israelis are not 
‘Fair Targets’

D ea r  Editor:

T h is  w eek, the Jewish celebrated  

Rosh H ashanah, the Jewish N e w  

Year o f  5 7 6 2 , and w e  com m erated  

the b eg in n in g o P 'Y a m im  N o r a ’im ” 

(T h e  D ays o f  Awe).

Last year at exactly this t im e, the  

forces o fy a sse t  Arafat, in  conjuction  

w ith  H izbullah  and Islamic Jihad, 

began attacking legally established  

Jewish cities in Judea and Samaria, 

m ore co m m o n ly  k n ow n  as the  W est  

Bank in the U n ite d  States.
I am sim ply  overw helm ed  at h ow  

alm ost not a single Islamic group in 

the U .S .  w o u ld  c o n d e m n  the acts o f  

Arafat and his terror gangs c o m 

m itt in g  acts o f  v io len ce  against Is

raeli civilians. S ince last year, 173  

Israelis have been killed b y  well-  

planned attacks by the Palestinian  

Authority.

Last w eek, the U .S . lost over 5 ,0 0 0  

peop le  and w e  are still cou n tin g .  

O n ly  n ow  we, as A m ericans, are 

hearing w ide-spread  c o n d e m n a 

tions from Islamic groups.

I recently read a c o lu m n  by pro
fessor E lm oizA bunura and he stated  

som eth ing  that was very interesting  

to me.

A bunura stated the fo llow ing ,  

“Jihad as a military action is justi

fied in tw o cases: struggle to defend  

o n e se lf  or others, from aggression  

and struggle for freedom  o f  religion  

and justice.”

T herefore, d o  Arab-Americans

believe that w hat Palestinians are 

d o in g  in Israel is self-defense, and i f  

so, w h at are they d efen d in g  th e m 

selves against? D o  M u s l im s  in  

A m erica  d istinguish  betw een  an 

in n ocen t  Israeli life or an in n o cen t  

A m erican  life?

I fear that the  U .S . and num erous  

M u slim  groups felt that Israeli lives 

are n ot  im portant, and are w orth y  

o f  being  v ictim ized  by terrorists.

W h ere was Arab co n d em n a tio n  

w h en  a pizza restaurant (three days 

before the attack, I ate there w ith  a 

go o d  friend from N e w  York) in 

Jerusalem was blow n  up by a Pales

tinian terrorist, k illing 18 in n o cen t  

people? I f  Arab groups are to stand  

w ith  Am erica, then they m u st  c o n 

d em n  acts against Israelis.

T h e  Israeli military have m ade  

m any  mistakes in the past, h o w 

ever, Israel m aintains a professional 

army w hich  has never purposely  

targeted Palestinian civilians!

T here m ust not be a d ou b le  stan

dard. W h en  a 21 -year-old Palestin 

ian w om an  attem pted to b lo w  up  

the Central Bus Station in T e l-  

Aviv, there m ust be a un ified  stance  

o f  rejection o f  such acts.

As I am writing this, an Israeli 

m otorist s im ply  go in g  h o m e  from  

work was killed by tw o o f  Arafat’s 

h en ch m en , and o f  course there is 

n o reaction or sym pathy from Arab- 

Am erican groups.

H o w  sad! I suppose Jihad is bad 

policy  against A m ericans, but Is

raelis are fair targets,

A vi M ech an ic  

J u n io r ,  E conom ics  

W N C  H illel M em b er

America Did Not 
Deserve Terrorist 
Attacks

D e a r  Editor:

A s a form er U N C A  student, I 

have been  tem p ted  m a n y  tim es to  

respond to  the o p in io n s  o f  those  

su b m itted  in The B lue Banner.

N ev er  have I been  m ore c o m 

pelled to  respond than after reading  

the o p in io n s  o f  those  w h o  seem  to  

th in k  that peace is the  o n ly  answer  

to the m urder o f  over 6 ,0 0 0  in n o 

cen t  peop le  from  countries all over  

the  w orld .

T h e  U n ite d  States, b y  no m eans,  

has been  co m p le te ly  in n o cen t  in its 

fo r e ig n  a n d  d o m e s t i c  p o l ic ie s  

through ou t  history.

T h ere  is absolutely  n o  w ay that  

yo u  can justify  the  cow ard ly  acts o f  

Sept. 11 by saying that the  terror

ists were just trying to p r o v e a p o in t  

or that w e  go t  w h at w e  deserved.

O ver 6 ,0 0 0  A m ericans and peop le  

from  m a n y  d iffe r e n t  c o u n tr ie s  

around the  w orld  left for w ork  that 

m orn ing  n ot  k n o w in g  that it w o u ld  

be their last day o f  life, n o t  k n o w in g  

that it w o u ld  be the  last t im e  they  

hu gged  their husbands, w ives, sons, 

and daughters.

T h ese  p eo p le  w ere n o t  fighting  a 

war, and  they were n o t  responsible  

for b om b in gs or U .S . foreign policy. 

T h e y  were s im p ly  g o in g  to w ork  to  

provide for their families and to 

fulfill their h op es and dreams.

S o m e  p eo p le  w o u ld  say that to 

retaliate for those  attacks w o u ld  

o n ly  result in the  escalation o f  v io 

lence.

I w o u ld  respond to that by saying  

that n o  m atter w hat the U .S .  does  

in response, these terrorists are plan

ning, and w ill inevitably succeed,  

in further attacks against in n o cen t  

people.

T h e y  w ill n o t  be happy until this 

country is com plete ly  destroyed and  

all o f  its citizens live their lives in  

fear.

I f  tha t’s the A m erica  that you  

dream  of, by  all m eans, le t’s sit back  

and let this happen.

I, for o n e ,  will n o t  a llow  m y  g o v 

ern m en t to  sit back and let this 

cou n try ’s actions be d ictated  b y  a 

b u n ch  o f  brainw ashed  cowards. 

M y  father just co m p le ted  2 0  years 

o f  m ilitary service. H e  also served  

in the G u l f  W ar.

I k n o w  first-hand the feelings that  

families m ust feel w h en  their loved  

ones are all the  w ay  across the w orld  

fighting  and p u tt in g  their lives on  

the  line for this country.

I am n o t  o n e  w h o  always responds  

to  v io len ce  w ith  v io lence , b u t  w h en  

y o u  are dealing w ith  peop le  w h o  

think  their religion com m an d s them  

to  kill A m ericans, even  i f  that in 

volves lo s in g  their o w n  life, w hat  

other response can  work?

Y ou  can n ot  have peace talks with  

O sa m a  bin  Laden, Islamic Jihad, or 

any o f  those  other  fanatical groups. 

T h ese  p eo p le  thrive from  brain

w ash in g  y o u n g  M u slim s  and c o n 

v in c in g  them  that A m ericans and  

Jews are such  evil people.'

I f  these p eop le  believe so strongly  

in their faith, w h y  is it that they  

send  others to d o  their dirty work? 

W h y  do  they  h ide  instead o f  s h o w 

ing  themselves?

All I can say is that I’m proud  to  be  

an A m erican  and I will not h ide  in 

fear or let these id iots ruin our way  

o f  life.

Y ou  can n ot  rationalize w ith  

peop le  w h o  are h e ll-bent o n  m u r 

dering in n o c e n t  m en , w o m e n , and  

children. T h e y  have succeeded  in 

the  b lood iest  day in A m erican  h is 

tory. T h e y  w ill attack again and  

again and again until so m e o n e  puts 

a stop  to it.

I w o u ld  venture to say that m any  

o f  those 6 ,0 0 0  w h o  were m urdered  

were innocent, peace-loving people.  

T h a t  d id  n ot  spare their lives and  

next t im e, it c ou ld  be y o u  that gets 

in the  w ay  o f  terrorists.

T h e  o n ly  w ay  to  s top  this is for the  

U .S . and the  rest o f  the  w orld  to 

stand up and root o u t  this evil.

M arcu s D o v e r  

U N C A  A lu m n i,  2 0 0 0

Only Change can 
End Terrorism

D e a r  Editor:

Several letters last w eek  expressed  

o p p o s it io n  to  m ilitary action . T h e  

writers m issed  an im portant fact: a 

one-sif led  war has been  g o in g  o n  

for a decade. T h e  A l-Q aed a  m ilitia  

and others have stated that their  

goal is to  kill Am ericans and de

stroy Am erica.

T h e y ’re very effic ient at the  first 

goal. I f  w e  d o  n o t  defen d  ourselves, 

they m ig h t  achieve the  second.
O ver  the past decade, the Al- 

Q a ed a  has been  invo lved  in killing  

A m e r ic a n  so ld ie r s  in  S o m a lia ,  

b o m b in g  the  W o r ld  T rade Center,  

tw o  fa iled  b o m b in g  attacks o n  

A m erican  service m em bers, b o m b 

ing the U n ite d  States em bassies in 

K enya and Tanzania , at least o n e  

failed b o m b in g  attack o n  m illen 

n iu m  celebrations, attacking the  

U .S .S . C o le , assassinating the  A f 
ghan  o p p o s it io n  leader, and m u l

tiple attacks on  Sept. 11. T h e y ’ve 

killed over 8 ,0 0 0  peop le  to  date.

O n  Sept. 11, the terrorists’ goal 

w as a spectacular event for televi

s io n  sc reen s every w h e re . T h e y  

d id n ’t in ten d  to sh u t  th e  cities  

d o w n . T h e ir  next action cou ld  be a 

ch e m ic a l ,  b io lo g ic a l ,  or even a 

nuclear attack w ith  potentia lly  m il 
lions o f  victims.

M o st  peop le  th in k  o f  war as a 

“D e s e r t  S to r m ”- l ik e  o p e r a t io n .  

T h a t ’s n o t  necessarily so. Yes, there  

will be so m e  m ilitary attacks. H o w 

ever, th e  A l-Q a e d a  an d  related  

groups are loose  netw orks, n o t  m ili 

tary organizations, and  have differ

en t  strengths and weaknesses.

Attacks against terrorists d o  not  

always require m ilitary forces. D i p 

lom atic  pressure, coord inated  p o 

lice efforts, raids o n  terrorist fi

nances, and  other attacks will n o t  

be military. A n y th in g  that disrupts 

their operations is our w eapon .

W ar against the  terrorists is on ly  

part o f  the picture. In  the  lon g  

term, w e  have to  give their p o te n 

tial recruits n o  reason to jo in . T h is  

m eans sign ificant changes in g o v 

ern m en t and private business.

Fifty years ago, the  U .S .  was seen  

as the  friend o f  the  Arabs. N o w ,  w e  

are seen as the  Great Satan, the  

pow er b eh in d  Israel, and  the c o u n 

try that props up  oppressive re

g im es. T h e se  beliefs have so m e  

fo u n d a t io n .I f  ever a co u n tr y ’s im 

age needed  a m akeover, ours does.

So, yes, this is a war. In the short  

term, w e  m u st  destroy the  terrorist 

networks. In the lon g  term, w e  m ust  

reconnect w ith  a large slice o f  the  

w orld ’s popu lation .

I f  w e  just sit here w ish in g  the  

problem  goes away, the  terrorists 

will b eco m e even  m ore ruthless, 

and m illion s m ore w ill die.

Sk ip  R o h d e

Senior, F ine  Arts

C a n y o u d r a w ?
Consider submitting a cartoon for The BIuf= Banner. Eaeh 
published one receives $10. Drop off at Karpen 244.
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