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F e a t u r e s

Jump, Little Children performs at Asheville Music Zone
Scott Adams
Features Reporter

Jum p, L ittle C h ild ren ’s M arch  2 8  

sh o w  at the  A sheville  M u sic  Z o n e  

dem onstrated  the  b a n d ’s incred 

ible talents. T h eir  rich, authentic  

sou n d  stem s from  their fantastic 

vocals, in strum ents and styles rang

ing  from  hard, driving rock to  tin  

w histle  C elt ic  fo lk  m usic.

A  full h ou se  cam e o u t  for Jum p,  

Little C hildren , but also enthusias

tically responded  to C arbon  Leaf, 

an o p en in g  C eltic-rock  band from  

R ich m o n d , V a. O n e  

flaw w h ich  d a m p en ed  

the  even in g  was that  

w hoever  w as d o in g  the  

so u n d  for b o th  bands  

needed  to  turn d o w n  

the  bass. P eop le  w ant  

their m usic  g o o d  and lou d , but  

w h en  aud ience m em bers feel the  

th u m p  o f  the bass drum  in  their  

bodies every t im e it takes a p o u n d 

ing, and  is qu ite  annoying .

A side from  C arbon  L e a f  s overuse  

o f  their bass drum , the f ive-m an  

grou p ’s m a nd o lin , drum s, guitars, 

tin whistle and tam bourine charmed  

the  crow d. T h eir  set en d ed  w ith  a 

rousing so n g  called “T h e  B oxer” 

w h ich  rested o n  a lon e, strong-  

so u n d in g  bagpipe.

Jum p, Little C h ildren  then  took  

the  stage w ith  rock-star prowess as 

lights flashed and fast-paced guitar 

m usic  reverberated thro u g h o u t  the  

club. T h e y  o p en ed  their set w ith  

“V ertig o ,” the  title track o f f  their  

latest a lbum , featuring fu ll-on  gu i

tar sections and cello  riffs w h ich  

delve in and o u t  o f  soft reflective  

tones.

Breanna Ledford, an undeclared  

U N C A  sop h om ore , talked about  

the ban d ’s u n iqu e  sound.

Review

“It has really deve lop ed  in the  few  

years that I ’ve fo llow ed  th e m ,” said  

Ledford. “It takes y o u  for a ride.”

Jum p, L ittle C h ildren  has a regu

lar group o f  fans w h o  fo llo w  their  

tours. M ayb e  o n  a m u c h  smaller  

scale than fans o f T h e  Grateful D ea d  

or P hish , but they  are dedicated  

fans nonetheless . So w h a t  are these  

fans called? Jumpheads?

“T h e  peop le  that fo l lo w  them  

around. I’m  g o in g  to  call th e m  ‘T h e  

Little C h ild ren ,’” said Ledford.

M a y  W a h d a n , an undeclared  

U N C A  junior, said “I’ve  lost  c o u n t  

at 1 5 ,” as to  h o w  m a n y  JLC  show s  

she has seen.
W h a te v e r  J u m p ,  

Little C h ild ren ’s fans 

are called, they  are a 

l i v e l y  g r o u p  o f  

p e o p le .  T h e  b a n d  

launched  in to  “V io 

len t D rea m s” as the  

f loor crow d b o u n ced  around  tw o  

giant inflated co n d o m s above their  

heads.

I’ve never seen an yon e so  w ild ly  

p lay  a s ta n d -u p  bass as J L C ’s 

J o n a th a n  G ray . T h in k  “h eavy-  

m e ta l-g u ita r is t -m e e t s - s ta n d -u p -  

bass-player.”

T h e  m ixed  aud ience o f  h igh  school 

students, co llege  students, and  a 

few  older peop le  packed  the  entire  

f lo o ro fth ec lu b . Evan Bivins’ d rum 

beats backed up his brother. M a t

th ew  B iv ins’ pu lsating  vocals and  

m ultita lented  w ork  o n  guitar, tin  

w h istle  and accordion . M a n y  o f  

th e ir  so n g s  se e m  f i t t in g  for a 

soundtrack  to  a great love story or 

w h e n  y o u  are having a really g o o d  

day.

T h e y  played a m ix  o f  o ld  and n ew  

songs, w ith  son gs o f f  “V e r t ig o ” 

e m p h a s iz in g  th e  a cco rd io n  and  

cello , p rod u cin g  a w arm , earthy  

so u n d . S inger  an d  gu itar ist Jay  

C lifford  som etim es so u n d s like the
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Jump, Little Children band members Matt Bivins, Ward Williams, Jonathan Gray, Evan Bivins and Jay 

Clifford on the cover o f  their latest album, Vertigo.

British bands Travis and Star Sailor, 

yet m aintains a u n iq u e  edge.

T h e  crow d erupted  in to  a frenzy  

o f  cheering and dan cin g  w h e n  the  

band  played “Y ou  C an  L o o k  B ut  

Y ou  C a n ’t T o u c h .” T h is  so n g  d e 

scribes the tricky quirks o f  eyeing  

so m e o n e  that y o u  fancy w ith o u t  

getting  in trouble for it.

T h e y  also played “A n gel D u s t ,” a 

so n g  o f f  o f  “V ert ig o ” p layed w ith  a 

steady trip-hop  beat b eh in d  it. T h is  

son g  catches your ear as the  band  

steadily adds instrum ents for a richly  

textured, b u ild in g  so u n d . A s id e  

from  their various instrum ents, this 

band  has a few  lead singers, w ith  

C l i f fo r d  a n d  M a t t h e w  B iv in s  

sw itch in g  o f f  at th e  m ic.

A n o th e r  m u lt i ta le n te d  b a n d  

m em b er  is W a rd  W ill ia m s . H e  

played a cello , guitar, and  even  

used  his ringing cell p h o n e  to  op en  

up an im p ro m p tu , m ock -co v e r  o f  

M etallica’s “E nter S a n d m a n .” H is

Sarah-Vance Goodman
Features R eporter

A n d rew  M . M an is recou n ted  the  

in teresting story o f  w h y  he  spent  

tw elve years o f  his life w riting  a 

b o o k  about so m e o n e  w h o  laid the  

groundw ork  for the  C iv il Rights  

m ovem ent. U N C A ’s O w e n  C o n 

ference C enter h o sted  the  third lec

ture in a series o f  talks sponsored  by  

the R eligious Studies departm ent.

M anis, author o f  “T h e  Fire You  

C a n ’t Put O ut: T h e  C ivil Rights  

Life o f  B ir m in g h a m ’s R everend  

Fred Sh u ttlesw orth ,” gave the lec 

ture on  “R elig ion  in the  C ivil Rights 

M o v e m e n t .”

T h e  audience, gravi

tating tow ard the  rear 

seats o f  the room , was 

m ade up o f  a few  fac

u lty , so m e  s tu d e n t  

groups w h o  m ay have  

been there for a H u 

m anities cultural event, and  a few  

c o m m u n ity  citizens.

A lth o u g h  the  crow d w as anyth ing  

but impressive, M an is delivered a 

fascinating accou n t o f  the  process 

he w en t  through  w h ile  w riting  his 

biography o n  Fred Shuttlesw orth , 

a dyn am ic preacher w h o  led  in te 

gration efforts, far from  the lim e-  

light.

“It is about the  personal reasons 

that energize a person to  take on  a 

project like th is ,” said M anis. “I 

w rote  about Fred S huttlesw orth  

because I grew up in B irm ingham , 

A labam a and I rem em ber feeling  

like so m eth in g  w as brew ing. I re

m e m b e r  th e  a m b iv a le n c e  th a t  

m em ories created in m y  nine-year-  

o ld  heart.”

H e  had the o p p o rtu n ity  to m eet  

Shuttlesw orth  after talking w ith  his

uncle about a thesis paper h e  was 

w riting  at the t im e  o n  the  C ivil 

R ights m ov em e n t. H is  uncle  ar

ranged a m eet in g  w ith  the  preacher, 

the  first tim e M anis m et  h im .

After m eet in g  this controversial 

preacher, M an is said, “I w an ted  

so m eo n e  to  g ive h im  credit. I’d  

never m et  a person w h o  is as c o m 

m itted  to  so m eth in g  as he was. I 

w an ted  to  participate in the m o v e 

m en t vicariously .” S o  began the  

d ed ication  o f  tw elve years o f  his life  

to  c o m p o s e  a b io g r a p h y  o n  

Shuttlesw orth.

A lth o u g h  n o t  an extrem ely  d y 

nam ic  lecturer, M an is s ilenced  the  

audience, w h o  sat com p elled  and  

c u r io u s  to  f in d  o u t  a b o u t  

Shuttlesw orth .

M an is proceeded  to

____________ tell the  listeners about

his b o o k  through  p ic

turesque stories detail

in g  S h u t t le s w o r th ’s 

life.

“B y  1 9 6 3  h e  was on e  

o f  the n a tio n ’s m o st  courageous  

C ivil Rights M o v e m e n t  advocates,” 

said M anis. N o  o n e  m ore regularly 

put h im se lf  in a p osit ion  to be  

killed .” In his b ook , M an is quotes  

Shuttlesw orth  saying, “kill segrega

t ion  in  B irm ingham , or be k illed .” 

P eop le  around Shuttlesw orth  b e 

c a m e  c o n v in c e d  h e  h a d  b e e n  

an o in ted  by G o d , and  by the  m i

raculous tales w h ic h  M a n is  re

counts , it w o u ld  seem  probable.

T h e  black pastor had a stick  o f  

d yn am ite  slid  under his bed  o n e  

C hristm as n ight, and  w alked  away  

w ith  o n ly  a b u m p  o n  his head, 

declaring, “G o d  saved m e  to  lead 

the fight.” H is  h o m e  church . Bethel 

Baptist C h u rch , was b o m b e d  three  

tim es, yet c o n t in u ed  to  lay grou n d 

w ork  for the B irm in gh am  m o v e 

m ent.

cello  w ork  on  the  so n g  “T h e  S inger” 

p erfect ly  a c c o m p a n ie s  M a t th e w  

B iv in s’ a lm ost sp o k en -w o rd  lyrics.

T h e  fo llo w in g  son g , “C athedrals,” 

con ta ins particularly m o v in g  vocals  

and tones. Several crow d  m em b ers  

raised lit lighters. D e sp ite  this being  

an inherently  cheesy  tradition , the  

so n g  aw ed  th e  a u d ien ce . W h a t

m akes “C athedrals” so  popular?

M a y  W a h d a n  said, “I k n o w  that  

so n g  w as p layed up  N o r th  a lot. 

T h a t  was their first m ajor radio  

so n g .”

“D a n c in g  V irg in ia” belted  o u t  a 

rollick ing C e lt ic  rock  so u n d . M a t

th ew  B iv ins’ tin  w h istle  carried this  

song . T h e  w o m e n  in th e  aud ience

particularly cheered  for this song. 

Friends o f  m in e  have jok in g ly  called 

J u m p , L ittle  C h ild ren  a “girl band” 

because o f  its fan-base. A re they 3 

“girl band?”

“I’ve  d ef in ite ly  n o t ic e d  that from 

m y  fr ie n d s  f r o m  h o m e , ” said 

W a h d a n .” A ll ou r  g u y  friends are 

like, ‘W ell ,  all th e  girls are g o in g  out 

to  th e  J u m p , L ittle  C h ild ren  show, 

w h a t  d o  y o u  guys w a n t  to  d o  in

stead?”’

Jean ine A m m irati, a se n io r U N C A  

m a n a g e m e n t  m a jo r ,  c o m m e n te d  

o n  the  “girl ban d ” question . “I think 

that guys like th e m , b u t  they  d o n ’t 

w a n t  to  a d m it  to  o ther  p eo p le  that 

t h e y  d o . ” S h e  j o k e d  a b o u t  the 

t h in g s  gu ys say so m etim e s  like, 

‘Yeah, I like a fe w  o f  their songs that 

are p u n k-rock , b u t  n o t  th e  girly 

o n e s ’

T h is  g u y  th inks J u m p . L ittle  C hil

dren has an incredible array o f  styles, 

ranging from  blues to  rock  to  folk 

an d  everyth in g  in b etw een . Their 

n ew  a lb u m  marks a ch an ge  from 

their last a lb u m  “M a g a z in e .” 

S p e a k in g  a b o u t  “V e r t ig o ,  

W a h d a n  said, “It’s n o t  dark, it’s 

just  m e llo w . It just sh o w s them  

gro w in g  as a band. T h e y ’re not 

always g o n n a  be ‘p o p p y ’ all the

Aroimd the campus

Manis recognizes major 
Civil Rights leader in book

In an effort to  integrate the  schoo l  

system , S huttlesw orth  enro lled  his 

daughter in  Phillips H ig h  S ch o o l,  a 

w h i t e  p u b l ic  f a c i l i ty .  D e s p i t e  

threats, the  fam ily  drove up and  

faced a m o b  in  front o f  the  school,  

w ere beaten and bruised, an d  later 

in an interview  stated, “W ell ,  this is 

just the price y o u  pay for freed om .”

M anis paused , then  to  a quiet  

audience said, “T h a t ’s n o t  even the  

best story,” an d  proceeded  to u n 

ravel th e  ta le  o f  S h u tt le sw o r th  

stand ing  up  to  B irm in gh am  P olice  

C h ie f  Bull C on n er . In 1 9 5 9 , the  

c h ie f  a ttem p ted  to  stop  the  m o v e 

m en t  in B irm in gh am  b y  calling a 

stop to  the  rallies and  m eetings  

Shuttlesw orth  w as organizing.

O n  o n e  p a r t icu la r  e v e n in g ,  

C o n n er  dispatched  the  fire depart

m en t  to  disperse the m eetin g  at the  

church, declaring that the  mass o f  

peop le  created a fire hazard.

“Ya’ll th in k  there’s a fire in here? 

T h ere  a in ’t n o  fire in here! T h e  

k in d  o f  fire in here is the  k ind  that  

y o u  ca n ’t p u t  o u t  w ith  hoses and  

axes,” said Shuttlesw orth , facing  

the  crow d an d  the  firemen.

S hu ttlesw orth  w as o b v iou sly  a 

m an o f  integrity an d  a speaker w ith  

gusto. H e  to o k  b low s to  the  face, 

b ein g  sprayed backward against a 

brick w all w ith  a fire h ose , and was  

ready to  d ie  for w h at h e  believed. 

H e  was a forgotten  m an  w h o  laid  

the  grou n d w ork  for the  e loq u en ce  

o f  peop le  like M artin  Luther K ing  

Jr. and the  in n o cen ce  o f  w o m en  

like R osa Parks.

“M artin  k n o w s h o w  to  say it, bu t  

Fred k n ow s h o w  to  d o  it ,” M anis  

said o f  S h u tt lesw o rth . H e  later 

added, “I f  R osa Parks deserved a 

Presidential M ed a l o f  F reedom  for 

o n e  act, then  Fred Shuttlesw orth  

deserved a m edal for his w h o le  

m o v e m e n t .”
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N on degree-seeking art therapy student Mara Upenieks works on an oil painting in Owen  

Hall April 3. Upenieks is doing the painting as part o f  Virginia Derryberry’s Painting 2 class.

E ventually , after reading M a n is’ 

b io g r a p h y .  P r e s id e n t  C l i n t o n  

awarded S huttlesw orth  the  Presi

dentia l C itizens Award.

“I th o u g h t  (M anis) w as very g o o d  

a n d  I appreciate the  en terta in ing  

s t y l e  o f  t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s , ” s a id  

Intervarsity C hristian  F ellow sh ip  

sponsor D a w n  Everette, “I th in k  it 

is really in teresting  that n o  o n e  

k n ow s w h o  (Shuttlesw orth) is .” 

S h u t t le s w o r th ,  w h o  r e c e n t ly  

turned  e igh ty  years o ld , is respectful 

o f  D r. K in g  but h u m b ly  k n o w s that  

i f  it had  n o t  been  for h im , there  

likely  w o u ld  n o t  have b een  a Bir

m in g h a m  m o v e m e n t  or  N o b e l  

Peace Prize for D r . K ing. M anis  

presented  a v iew  o f  this m an  that 

left the a u d ien ce  curious for m ore.

G ail C ou n ce ll ,  a so p h o m o re  h is 

tory major, said, “It is in teresting  

that Fred S huttlesw orth  m ade such  

a b ig  im pact, b u t  o n ly  lives in K in g ’s 

sh a d o w .”

The public is invited to comment on a proposed ammendment to 

the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program, a sched
ule o f  transportation projects to be carried out during fiscal years 

2002-2008. The A sheville Area Metropolitan Planning Organiza
tion is considering an ammendment to the MTIP which reads as 

follows: 1-4700 (FS-0113A) - 126,1-40 to N C280, Buncombe 

County. Add additional lanes. Scheduled for planning and 

environmental studies only (Planning to be funded using High
way Trust Fund balance). Comments may be submitted in 

writing to Dan Baechtold, City o f  Asheville, P.O. B ox 7148, 
A sheville, NC 28802, or by email to 

danb@ mail.ci.asheville.nc.us. Comments will be accepted until 

April 5, 2002. The ammendment will be discussed at the regula
tory scheduled meeting o f  the Transportation Advisory Commit

tee to be held on April 18, 2002 at 12:10 p.m. The meeting 

location is room A -109 o f  the City o f Asheville Public Works 

Building at 161 South Charlotte Street. The meeting is open to 

the public. Special provisions will be made for persons with 

disabilities, if  necessary, provided that a request is received 48 

hours in advance o f  the meeting.
For more information please call 259-5943.
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