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OPINIONS

Blue Banner Editorial
Peek-a-boo

There is room for a variety of serious complaints
about UNCA on any given day. People actually have to
walk more than a few feet to class from their gas-
guzzling SUVs because the parking situation is so
mediocre. We don’t have the world’s only tough-as-
nails Division I liberal arts football team, and there
never seems to be free doughnuts anywhere.

But, it is long past time to point out another injustice

Exam load makes the holidays seem lighter

Sarah-Vance Goodman
Columnist

Every year about this time in the
semester, I begin to really look for-
ward to the upcoming Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas Breaks.

Last Sunday, on my drive to wor-
ship service, I heard the first Christ-
mas song of the year aired over the
radio. The lampposts on Patton

forward to taking my dog for a
walk, conversing with a buddy over
icecream at The Hopand watching
elevision late at night.
Mid-semester arrives, and I force
myselfto carry my book bag to class
and o takeitout
of the backseat

think about turning on the televi-
sion.

My book bag went from non-
existent to a necessity of existence
on campus. I am required to haul
twenty or more pounds of text-

booksandstudy
guides to and

when T get home
for the evening, |
shorten my walk
with Happy (my
dog), get in a

It (exam stress) signals a
grand finale, the ultimate
end of a college term and

from class, to
and from the li-
braryand roand
from my house.
At this point,

have to hear my chiropractor com-
plain about how out of whack my
spine has become from carrying an
overloaded pack.

T tell myself, and if I were a school
counselor I would tell my clients,
that this is unnecessary stress. L add
it to my life. It is my fault. I could
have been diligent back in the sum-
mer when I chose to cat ice cream
and watch re-runs of the “Cosby
Show.” T could have made a con-
scious decision o change things
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clearly see urinal patrons whenever the door is open.
That’s right. All of the women of Karpen (and anyone
else for that matter) can clearly see urinary activity
when properly positioned in the lobby outside of the
restroom.

While this may be a thrilling experience for some, the
average student or faculty member is not looking to
become an accidental peeping Tom on their way to
another exciting Humanities 324 lecture.

Some wise patrons to the pee-pee-show bathroom in
Karpen have realized the design flaw, and choose the
privacy of a nice stall when peeing, thus avoiding the
array of interesting issues attached to one’s peers see-
ing the phallus at work in the john.

Despite these wonderful events, I
begin to feel like I am carrying a
litele more weight - both physically
and metaphorically. It probably has
something to do with the cvents
occurringbetween these lovely holi-
days. Understood by anyone in-
volved in education, the term ex-
ams has something to do with the
added stress.

1 fondly remember the beginning
of the semester, still in the summer
months, when I showed up for class
with nothing but a pen and a piece
of paper, wearing a T-shirc and
sneakers. My arms were empty af-
ter night class when I strolled down

get ready for the
next day. A this

point, it scems

seemed.

two weeks of school

extra weight on
my mind and
body? What is

like T am juse
barely keeping
my head above water.

Now, besides the added clothing
t0 shield my frame from the winter
cold, T am carrying a loc more on
my shoulders. When I get home in
the evening after a late class, I get
angry if no one left the porch light
on for me. | famble in the dark for
my keys that T have just thrown in
the bottom of my heavy sack, and
get frustrated when I lodge my fin-
ger underncath the 800-page text-

this creature
that plagues my
sanity? In my case; exams can
narrowly defined as an overload on
a human being’s short-term
memory. I say that not to frustrate
professors who wish I would learn
their subjects and store them for
thelong haul, but to try to motivate
myselfand anyone else who has this
problem to make things easier on
ourselves next semester.

For the time being, I will put up
with the over-crowded library. 1

out this crunch at the end. It signals
the grand finale, the ultimate end
of a college term and a new begin-
ning. It highlights the joy I will fecl
sitting over Christmas dinner with
nothing to do, but drink more cge-
nog (un-spiked, of course) and tell
stories about how horrid the last
two weeks of school scemed.
“Prayer” by Langston Hughes de-
scribes this feeling perfectly. “Oh,
God of dust and rainbows, help us
see / That without the dust the
rainbow would not be.” Without
darkness, no one would look for-
ward to the light, and without evil,
we would not know what is truly

—
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