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While most of UNC Asheville 
heads off campus to start the week
end, a line forms outside Lipinsky 
shortly before 5 p.m. on Friday.

Inside, an unassuming man in a 
baseball hat signs stacks of books 
ahead of the night's event. He is 
John Green, one of the most pop
ular young adult fiction writers and 
one of the creators of an Internet 
empire. Tonight he will be present
ing his book tour for his newest 
novel. Turtles All the Way Down.

In 2007, he and his brother Hank 
began uploading videos to YouTube 
as a series they called Brotherhood 
2.0. The idea was to make a video 
every day of the year, each brother 
taking an alternate day.

By this point. Green already pub
lished two novels and a third was in 
the works. During the show. Green 
said everyone around them thought 
making the videos would be a bad 
idea as neither brother had enough 
time to do it.

By the end of the year their 
YouTube channel, Vlogbrothers, 
amassed a wide audience known 
colloquially as Nerdfighters. The 
two announced they would be con
tinuing with their videos indefinite
ly. As of 2017, the videos are still 
uploaded multiple times a week.

“By then we were bought in. We 
were committed and never really 
thought about stopping after we 
started,” Green said. “It was so fun. 
Really from the first week we were 
having a blast and 11 years later, I 
have to say, I like it as much now as 
I did then.”

After their initial year of vlog- 
ging, the Green brothers went on to 
start several other projects, includ
ing Crash Course, SciShow, Project 
for Awesome, Dear Hank & John 
and VidCon.

All the while. Green continued to 
publish books, including The Fault 
in Our Stars, which became his 
most successful novel to date and 
was adapted into a film.

The story centers around two
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teenagers as they battle cancer. 
Green dedicated the novel to Esther 
Earl, a young fan he became very 
close with before she lost her battle 
to cancer in 2010.

Hailey Johnston, a junior politi
cal science student, said The Fault 
in Our Stars was particularly help
ful to her and her recovery from 
cancer.

“After I recovered from my che
motherapy and radiation treatment, 
about half a year out, he was filnung 
The Fault in Our Stars in Moores- 
ville. North Carolina, and that was 
during a time when I was feeling re
ally low and alone,” Johnston said. 
“My Mend loaned me her copy of 
The Fault in Our Stars and reading 
that gave me so much validation for 
all the stuff that I had gone through 
and it saved my life in high school.”

After the immense critical suc
cess of The Fault in Our Stars, 
Green said he fohnd it difficult to 
write again and became depressed. 
He said he eventually came to ac
cept the idea he would never write 
another novel. It was after this ac
ceptance he finally began to write 
his fifth novel. Turtles All the Way 
Down, released Oct. 10.

Green and his brother Hank are 
currently on tour in support of the 
novel, stopping in 19 cities across 
the country.

Friday evening’s event began

at UNC Asheville, 
with each audience member having 
their ticket scanned and handed a 
signed copy of the new book, a tour 
tote bag with a poster and booklet 
and a New Zealand five cents piece.

As the audience made their way 
into the auditorium. Hank’s brand 
of nerdy music floated through the 
air.

Alaina Smith said she was excit
ed to see the show.

“I’m not a huge reader, but I’ve 
read almost all of John Green’s 
books,” Smith said. “I’m super 
pumped to come out and see him.”

When the clock strikes 7 p.m., the 
lights dim and clips of Vlogbroth
ers YouTube videos begin to play.

Seconds before the screen fades 
to black. Green sheepishly walks 
on stage and waves.

“Hi. I’m John Green and this is 
my new book Turtles All the Way 
Down.”

Green introduces the novel as the 
story of a young girl names Aza 
who struggles with OCD, some
thing greatly affecting Green’s life 
as well. He said he wanted to write 
a detective story where one’s men
tal illness is unhelpful, in contrast 
to television shows such as Monk 
where the character’s mental illness 
is seen as an asset to their personal
ity or job.

“In Turtles All the Way Down, I 
wanted to give people a look into

what it’s like to be stuck with a 
mind that doesn’t always feel like 
it’s yours and maybe also to help 
people who struggle with that terror 
feel less alone in it. Of course read
ing and writing are not only about 
empathy, but I think ultimately that 
is why I both read and write. I’m 
reminding myself, convincing my
self, that other people are real,” 
Green said. “That I may not always 
control my thoughts but that I am 
nonetheless a real creature, a sin
gular noun, capable of being loved 
and of loving. Not just capable of 
love, in fact, but also worthy of it.”

Green said he began to notice his 
symptoms of OCD as a child when 
he began to fear being poisoned and 
as a result developed behaviors to 
cope with it, such as only eating 
certain foods at certain times.

For Green, the experience was 
particularly frightening as he had 
no words to describe what he was 
feeling.

“It felt like all the time there was 
a real monster, an actual monster 
that lived inside of me,” Green said. 
“It felt like I was stuck inside of a 
prison cell the exact size and shape 
of my body. It felt like I could say 
a lot of things that it felt like, but 
I struggle to say what it was and I 
struggle to say what it is and most 
of it made me feel like a passenger 
in my own consciousness.”

After reading a short passage 
from the book. Green said he would 
usually introduce Hank at this point 
but because he was at a wedding, he 
had to find two very special guests, 
his parents, who live in the area.

Before he left the stage for his 
parents’ segment. Green said he 
wanted to explain why everyone 
was handed a New Zealand nickel 
as they walked in the door.

He said he found them beautiful 
and bought a bag of them online 
for $22 and asked his New Zealand 
librarian friend if she had anymore 
lying around as they went out of 
circulation in 2003. The librarian 
placed an ad in the local newspa
per, who picked it up as a story and
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