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Cross Country Runs Regional- National
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Taylor Essick
Staff writer

The Brevard 1995 Cross Country 

leam ended iheir season Novem ber 11 in 

Alford , finishing with a fine season. 

Both the m e n ’s and w o m en ’s team came 

out very  successful,  w ith no 

disappointments.

In November, the teams ran 

iheir last two meets, which were the 

Regional and National meets. The first 

was the Region X meet, where both the 

w o m en ’s and m e n ’s team were, “as 

u su a l ,” favored to win. After all ihe 

team hasn’t ever lost a regional meei as 

far as the team can remember. The meet 

was held here on the cam pus o f  Crevard. 

As expected, both teams finished first to 

win the region.

The men were led by Scott 

W olfe and Sean Brosnan, finishing first 

and second respectively. The team 

dominated the race, jilacing six runners in 

Ihe lop six spots and advancing to the 

Nationals. The Nationals were held in 

Alford, w here the team entered the race 

with a num ber two national ranking. 

Com m enting  on racing conditions, Scott 

Wolfe stated, “ Every bad weather 

condition was present. Rain, mud, 

snow, and wind w ere dominant fac tors .” 

Leading the Tornado charge were Bill 

Ba ldw in-16, .loe Gibson-21, John 

McMillion-25, John Johnson-27, and 

Chris Pluchos. Bill Baldwin missed All-

American status by one spot. Brevard 

was the only team in the race with every 

member being from America. When the 

grueling race was over, the men had 

finished third in the nation! Definitely a 

feat to be proud of.

The injury-riddled w o m en ’s 

team, "needed a good finish at 

Regionals,” said Coach Rinker. They 

certainly responded to that statement and 

surpassed it. 1'he Brevard women 

overwhelmed the competition, placing

five girls at the head o f  the pack. 

Jennifer Vrobel, Sum m er C alder, and 

C arm on M astrando lead the onslaught. 

At Nationals, dealing with a lot af 

adversity, they finished a very solid 

eighth place in the nation, with all six 

runners doing well.

With B revard’s rich tradition at 

stakc; both teams upheld their fine 

reputation as one of  the nation’s class acts 

of cross country racing.

The success o f  both teams was

started by N orm  W itek, who now is a 

m em ber o f  the N JC A A  Hall of Fame. 

The renowned success has been kept alive 

by Coach David Rinker, who has already 

captured  two national championships, 

a long with m any other awards. Rinker 

continues the winning ways at Brevard 

C ollege. Recently , runners Joe Gibson 

and Scott W olfe agreed that David Rinker 

is the best cross country coach in the 

nation.

Psychology Instructor 

Is Olympic Hopeful
Shelby Hepler
Staff W riter 

Have you ever dreamed of the 
National Anthem playing loudly at the 
summer olynqncs and the gold medal being 
placed around your neck? W ell, for one 
teacher here at Brevard College, that is his 
dream.

Dr.Windy Gordon, a psychology 
teacher here at Brevard, has been on the 
U.S. national team in whitewater canoeing, 
and in 1993 he was a Whitewater World

Champion and won an Olympic Festival 
Gold Medal. At present. Dr. Gordon is 
training in preparation for 1996 Olympic 
Trials in whitewater slalom racing.

Dr. Gordon first became 
interested in kayaking when he was 
attending Wofford College. He said his 
psychology teacher got him invovled in 
the sport. Dr. Gordon became so 
involved in the sport that in 1992 he 
decided to try to “go for the gusto" and 
train for the ‘96 Olympic games in Atlanta.

The spwrt of kayaking is not one 
o f the main sports in the Olympics that 
receives prime time coverage. In fact, it’s 
not even being held in Georgia. The 
Olympic time trials and the Olympic medal 
competitions are being held on the Ocoee 
River in Tennessee. This probably is not a 
big problem to the individuals who will 
participate in the games.

Dr. Gordon is a man of 
dedication and determination. He is able 
to teach and still train for the Olympics. 
However, he, like all other Olympic 
athletes, does not receive money or prizes 
for the sport he participates in.

BC Baseball Hosts Kids Night Out

Taylor Essick
Staff  writer

The Brevard Tornado baseball 

team is getting involved in the 

com munity. O n D ecem ber 9 the team 

and a few other BC students hosted local 

youths from  ages 6 to 12 for fun and 

gam es in Bosham er G ym nasium  on the 

c a m p u s  o f  B re v a rd  C o l le g e .

Activities included soccer, 

basketball, sw im m ing, music. A main 

feature turned out to be rock climbing, 

which the kids really enjoyed because h 

was a new experience for them. F or this 

activity, Mark Casson was kind enough to 

o f f e r  his serv ices  and equipm ent.

T here  w ere pizza and other 

foods and refreshments, for the event was 

long and tiiere w ere  lots o f  hungry kids.

This was all in the effort to get the kids 

and Ihe com m unity  involved in Brevard 

baseball and the college itself. It turned 

out to be an enjoyable way of doing it- 

T his  is the fifth year o f the 

annual “kids night o u t .” The program 

was im plem ented  by the much respected 

baseball coach . Rusty Stroupe. Coach 

Stroupe stated, “ It gives the local kids in 

the com m unity  a chance to interact with 

athletes on the college level and the team 

a way to make a difference and possibly 

a friend. The p rogram  is also an 

effective w ay for the players to receive 

PIG hours for  their graduation 

req u irem en ts .”


