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Peregrine Falcons in the Pisgah:
No Longer Endangered, but still Sensitive
Chris Faulkner

Every year on January 15 Steve Longnecker, a local Brevard rock climber, volunteers to post signs on trees at

1’}16‘ base of Looking Glass Rock. In big bold black letters backed by a bright orange background the sign says,
“Area behind This Sign Closed Temporarily to Protect Peregrine Falcon Nest Sites.” These signs are sponsered
‘l and enforced by the US Forest Service and the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission.
| Looking Glass Rock, which is near Brevard North Carolina, is one of the most visited rock climbing areas
in the Southeast. The north face of Looking Glass, which is home to
the country, is also home to the once endangered Peregrine falcon.
\ Peregrine falcons (faleo peregrines anatum) wetre one of the first species in the United States to be protectecl
| by the National Endangered Species Act, which was passed in 1973. Dueto a successful recovery, Peregrines

were removed or delisted from the Federal and Threatened Endangered Species List on August 25, 1999.

_ Some people wonder what the big deal is about the birds. but for rock climbers in North Carolina, the

' birds create closures amidst some of the most desirable climbing areas in the Fast. The posted areas of Looking
 Glass Rock, Whitesides Mountain, the North Carolina Wall (Linville Gorge), Shortoff Mountain, and the Big Lost
‘ Coye Cliffs are closed from January 15" to August 15" every year. These areas make up a majority of the most
desired climbing areas in North Carolina.
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