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Brevard hires new tennis coach
by Angelita Colon-Francia 
Asst. Dir. of Public Relations

B r e v a r d  C o l l e g e  h a s  h i r e d  P a u l  

T ho m so n  as head  coach  o f  the C o lleg e ’s 

m e n ’s and  w o m e n ’s ten n is  p rog ram . He 

c o m e s  to  B r e v a r d  f ro m  

Sam ford U niversity  in B ir 

m ingham , A labam a, w here  

as a s s i s t a n t  m e n ’s a n d  

w o m en ’s tennis coach , he 

helped lead the m e n ’s team  

to  the  2 0 0 5  O h io  V alley  

C onference (O V C ) regular 

season  ch am p io n sh ip  and 

r u n n e r - u p  f i n i s h  a t  th e  

2005 O V C  m e n ’s to u rn a 

m e n t .  U n d e r  T h o m s o n ’s 

l e a d e r s h i p ,  S a m f o r d ’s v 

w o m en ’s team  finished last 

seaso n  in f i f th  p la ce  and  

w e re  fo u r th  in th e  O V C  

w o m e n ’s to u rn a m e n t .  He 
a lso  se rv e d  as  th e  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c to r  o f  

S am ford ’s B u lldog  Tennis Camps.
“ I am  excited  abou t bu ild ing  success

ful m e n ’s and  w o m e n ’s team s,” Thom son 

said. “ Brevard  C o llege ’s m e n ’s team  has a

lot o f  potential for success with the p lay

ers we have. I am looking forward to build 

ing a w o m en ’s program  from the ground 

up and to qu ick ly  recruiting  s tudent-ath- 

le te s .”
Since 2001, Thomson has served as a 

U.S. Tennis A ssocia tion  team 

coach. Prior to jo in ing  the staff 

at Samford, he worked as an as

s i s ta n t  te n n is  p ro  at D o th an  

C ountry  Club in D othan, A la 

bama. In his three years as the 

w o m e n ’s varsity  tennis coach  

at M c A d o ry  H ig h  S ch o o l  in 
McCalla, Alabama, he compiled 

a 24-17 record and led the team 

to its first state tournament and 
top 10 ranking in school history. 

He also worked as the Jefferson 

County Girls tournament direc

tor in Alabama.
Thomson is a Professional 

Tennis Registry (PTR) certified 

professional tennis instructor. He earned a 

bache lo r’s degree from Samford in history 

and political science with a minor in psy

chology and counseling. He is a native o f  

B irmingham, Alabama

Fall sports 
ready for start

Can our baseball team catch a break?
by Kathryn McDade 
Sports Editor

As the 2006  spring season rapidly ap 

p r o a c h e s ,  o u r  h e a d - c o a c h l e s s  b a s e b a l l  

team  has us w o n d erin g  i f  the season will 

strike out.
F orm er H ead  C oach  and  Athle tic D i

rector, Gill Payne res igned  from his po s i 

tion  le av in g  ou r  b oys  baseb a l l  team  b a t 

ting solo. H ow ever, players are putting  forth 

the effort ju s t  as they  w ou ld  in any other 

se a s o n .
Talon R aw ls, a  freshm an p layer says, 

“As a team , this has g iven us  the chance  

to step up and the seniors have been  given 

the chance to becom e the leaders they are.’ 

N a th an  Free, a lso a freshm an , carries the 

sam e positive  d isposit ion  abou t the issue. 

“ I d o n ’t think we are affected by  it. 1 mean.

w e ’re out there running, batting, and throw 

ing ju s t  like any other team.”
In the event a coach can not be found, 

the team has com e to the consensus tha t 

their Graduate Assistant Coach Mabe will 

becom e the head coach.
W hen asked if  they felt like they would 

catch  a b reak , p layers  responded  w ith  a 

h ea r t i ly  a s to n ish in g  re sp onse . N o , they  

d o n ’t th in k  they  w ill ,  and  frankly , they 

d o n ’t w ant to. They want to make their own 
opportunities out o f  the situation at hand. 

C o ach  M abe  has a sl igh tly  d if fe ren t re 

sponse. “ W hen you sign up to play base 

ball at Brevard College, you sign up to play 

your best on and o f f  the field. This means 
th a t  d e sp i te  the  co a c h in g  s i tu a t io n  you  

have to play your hardest regardless. Will 

we ca tch  a b reak this season? Yeah, and 

we will win as many games as possible.”

The Clarion needs photographers and 
writers to cover Brevard College sports.
Let us know if you are interested, clarion@brevard.edu

2005 is sure to bring an exciting year 

for Brevard C o llege’s fall sports lineup, as 

the team s look to im prove on last y e a r’s 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  b u i ld  te a m  s t r e n g th  

through a num ber o f  new recruits, and for

m ula te  a w in n m g  a tm osphere  on cam pus 

as they com petc in their final season in the 
N a tio n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  In te rc o l le g ia te  

A th le tics  (N AIA).
T h e  T o rn a d o  C ro ss  C o u n try  te am s 

look po ised  to take the programs back to 

the glory days under third year coach T ho

m as C ason.
T he w o m e n ’s team  looks to im prove 

upon  a second  p lace  regional finish, and 

eyes the possibility o f  qualifying for NAIA 

N a tio n a ls .  T h e  te am  re tu rn s  a top  2004  

National Qualifier, senior Danielle Deines- 

Raduly. T he  team  also expects  great per

form ances from key returning runners like 

ju n io r  captain Sara Harris Key new com ers 

inc lude Em ily H ulse, a transfer from Jack 
sonville State final birth in the Appalachian 

Athle tic C onference  T ournam ent w ith the 

addition o f  15 new players, including five 

European  recruits from Sweden, England, 

S c o t l a n d ,  a n d  W ales .  T h e  T o rn a d o e s  

opened their season on A ugust 27“' with a 
3-3 draw  against N CA A  Division II oppo 

nent L im estone College. The men then beat 

N orth G reenville  C ollege I -0 four days later 

and  con tinued  the ir  undefeated  streak on 

Saturday, Sep tem ber 3'“' w ith a 0-0 draw at 

hom e against N orth G eorgia College. The 

team will open conference play on W ednes

day, S ep tem b er T" at h om e against rivals 

Virginia In term ont College. 2005 will be an 

exciting  season  for the Tornadoes as they 

look to qualify  for N AIA  regional play for 

the first tim e in school history.
Finally, the Lady Tornadoes volleyball 

team  is w ork ing  hard  and starting to play 

like  a  te am , a c c o rd in g  to  coach  B renda  
Skeffington. “ W e’re going to have a great 

im p ro v e m e n t  on  la s t  yea rs  a c c o m p lis h 

m ents,” C oach  Skeffington said. The team 

goal is to m ake it to the regional to u rna 

ment. This will be the last year com peting 

at the N AIA  level and, according to Coach 
Skeffington, it is the three seniors’ year to 

shine. K ey return ing  players for the Lady 

Tornadoes are ju n io r  M arquessa Chappell, 

senior B eth M cG ow an , and senior Sandy 

Tabor. “ As the team plays m ore and more 

toge ther th ings are only go ing to get be t

ter and better,” C oach Skeffington said.
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