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Keepin' on the road

by Zack Harding
Arts & Life Editor

Shannon Whitworthisalocal
musician who plays music in
the genres of country,
Americana, and bluegrass. Last
summer shereleased her debut
album No Expectations.

Shannon started her
professional music career
with the progressive
bluegrass group The
Biscuit Burners which
formedin 2004. With that
group she toured the
country refining her
musical abilities and
crafting her songwriting.
She played claw-hammer
banjo and sung for the
group, lending her own
blues-influencesthetheir
sound.

With the release of No
Expectations she has
took astrong step out into
her solo musical career.
With songslike " Here but
Never Home” and thetitle
track, she is proving that
shehasawholelot to say.
Theinterview that follows

bike home from school. | got
to my house and there was a
banjo leaning up on my
doorstep. | didn't even know
her that well. | had just moved
totown, and | waslike“Ohmy
gosh.” Shesaid “I rented this

shedsalittlebit of insight
into where she camefrom, and
where she hopes to go.

How did you get started into
the world of music, and what
role has Brevard/Western North
Carolinaplayed for you?

| grew up with parents that
play music and brothers that
play music. When| moved here
| knew afew chords on guitar.
| picked a little bit on my
brother’s banjo and wanted to
be a mandolin player. Laura,
who runs 336 [a clothing and
novelties shop in Brevard]
overheard me plunking on a
banjo at a party and asked me
if I owned abanjo. 1 told her
“no, but I've always wanted
one.” | wasat Brevard College
at thetimeand | wasriding my

for you from Celestial

Mountain Music.” So | was
forming a relationship right
away with Celestial, and | met
pickers.

What wereyou pursuingin
school beforeyou got on this
track of music?

Outdoor education and art. |
didn't end up graduating. |
dropped out to get a degreein
music touring (laughs). It was
an interesting experience.

Was there a certain point
where you realized that you
could pursue music in a
professional manner, or wasit
mor eof agradual shift?

| never considered doingit. |
wanted to, but | wastoo scared
to even think about it too much.
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It wasn’t until | met the Biscuit
Burners, my band mates.
Studying outdoor ed.
obviously, you like to be
outdoors and you like to be a
minimalist and liveout of atent.
So, it really wasn't awhole[lot]

different. | brought my camping
stove. On our first tour, we
were gone for a month and a
half andwehit al of thenational
parks on our way out west.
[WEe] incorporated alot of the
things| did inthe outdoor field
and played music at the same
time. It was leadership and
group dynamics and al of the
team-building things, it was
funny (laughs).

It's not like we had specific
goals, we just wanted to
somewhat support ourselves
and travel around and play
music. A friend of oursentered
usintothisthing called IBMA,
[which are] these showcases
that they doin Nashville. That
skyrocketed usright into doing

lots of real tours and festivals.
It got pretty cool after that, but
it was always cool. It was a
challenge, and weall hadtolive
very frugally. When you start
aband, it's rough.

| was roofing, working for a
tile-roofer, and still coming
back and working at
Duckpond Pottery, sort of
patching together ways of
incometo makeitwork. Then
| didn’t need to after a while
and that’s how it has been ever
since.

Embracing your own solo
career has to be a pretty
different experience than what
you did with the Biscuit
Burners.

It'sweird. It'stotally weird,
and something | never
thought | would do: having my
nameonacd. If someonetold
me that | was going to do this
two years ago, | would have
laughed. Not being in the
band anymore, | had all of this
downtime, and | was writing
incessantly.

Do you just let the songs
come asthey may or do you
ever set out saying “this is
going to be a certain type of
song.”

If | did that, | probably
wouldn’t write. | think it just
hasto comeout. Youjust have
to let it flow, which could
probably drive some people
crazy if they want this or that.
Musicisjust likeusing different
colors. When you paint you
want to be more intense with
certain colors.

I sthereanything you would
like to say about the term
“success” and what that
meanstoyou asamusician?

| think if you can meet your
needs, be really happy, and
keepthecreativejuicesflowing
through all of that, then that is
success.



